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THREE SPANIARDS. 



CHAPTER I. 



Dark ivere bis broivs^ and gloomy to tbc sigbt like c/Ottrfx— 
iliseyeslik^mEteor^ciftne-ntsbt* 

JL he Duke D* Alcantara gave a fplcndid entertainment at Iiis pa-~ 
lace in Madrid, on occafion of a public exhibition, to which all the 
nobility and gentry were invited, in the true fpirit of Caftilian 
magnificence and hofpitality, Madrid fcarcely before had witncfied 
fo great an afTcijiblage of beauty-, and no perfon of note was abicnt* 

The night was beautiful and mild, fuch as the fpring produces 
when warming intofunlmcr, and the gentle airs, that pjBcid over a 
delightful garden, wafted a thoufand perfumes tiirough the gauze 
lattices which furroundod the large faloon, where the dancers were 
performing* The brilliance of drefs (hone amidft a blaze of tapers ; 
and large Vcnet^n mirrors rcfiedlcd and mnhiplicd the various 
groupsj animated with ever changing motion, with a fort of wagic 
elegance ; while the lively mulic of tlic orchcftra a\vakcncd joy, and 
gave birth toplcafljrein thecoldeft heart. 

In the midn of this feftivity a fttangcr entered,, condu£^ing a 
young lady, whofc modcfty appealed to fljrink frdm the inquiring. 
gaze of fo numerous an aCTembly* The flranger appeared a man of 
near Catty, unbent by the preflure of time ; his feacures wcredarkL- 
encd by an heavy gloom which hung upon h*is brow. No imile iilii- 
niinated his countenance as he entered this temple of gaiety ; and, 
while he walked folemnly forward to the upper end, every eye bent 
ijpdli him, and cycry tongue inquired who he could be. 
' Tbc young Marquis De los Vclos was convcrfing with the Mar- 
quis Albert dc Denia, when thcfe intcrefling ftrangers entered. The 
Marquis of Denia Harted and turned pale as the ftrangers advanced ; 
but recovering himfclf, he attended with a fmilc to the obfcrvations. 
of his friend. 




»< What a charimng lady I** faid tlic Marquis Delos Vela 
you obfcrvc the elegance of her formj the grace of her manii' 
the modcfty cxprcffcd inWufhes on her countenance.*'—" ^ 
Antonio," replied the Marquis, ** do you pretend fo much 
female charms, as to form a judgment at this dillance, and 
fide view of the lady ? Her veil half conceals her face ; and 3 
but gucfs at wh^t remains unfcen." 

- ' The lady, as if flie had overheard this difcourfe, and was 
to comply with the curiofity of the gentlemen, turned her vei 
and dealing a timid glance round the company, her eyes r 
moment on the two friends, and a vifible conuiGon betraye 
fccrct emotion. " Now, my friend," fald the Marquis de los 
^< now arc youfatisficd with.my judgmentf What cxprcfsii 
what fcnfibility of foul do they betray. E(id you mark tliat 
iiig fmile, when her eyes turned upon me? what tcndernefs 
hotfpcak!" 

** 1 know not,*' repli^ the MarijuT? <joolly, «*^at intel 
there may be between you, for me T did not mark the fmi 
mention.^'— "Ha! ha P' returned Antonio laughing, «*y 
jealous. Marquis. But obferve, I fpeak firft for her favor." 

'wliat I fliail not difputc with you," replied the Marquis of 
with a itf rious air; ' V flic is, 1 believe, already engaged." 

*^ Engaged, how!" cried Antonio, with emotion. ** Tell 
whom, and I will inftantly difpatch him."—" Your intenti( 
cxcclknt," replied the Marquis, prefemng his gmvity ; " bi 
willingnefs to fight for the lady wtl! not be rewarded : — ^vour 
infinitely fupcriof to you— his claims are imperious, and und( 
—and no power on earth can refift them."—" You jcft, Mai 
replied AntQriio. *' I wifti I could," laid his frytnd, with s 
" 70U will -find' what I fay literally true:*— it k an intclli^ 
learned not many hours nnce.*'— *' Then you know her,' 
Antonio, with impatience r " tell me every thing about her. 
is fhe ?— who is this rival?— where am I to findfeihi?— iril 
nJc to their acquaintance.*'—" Patience!? cried the Marquis 
nia, " I dare not introduce myfcif* Nothing can be moi*c Hr.' 
me, than to iee that gloomy Gavalier in this fcenc of joy ; hi; 
tcnance- is fufficient to damp the evening's entertainment.'*-*- 
tortmemcl*' exclaimed Antonio; ^* why do you trifle wi 
thus?*l— " I trifte with youi" replied the Marquis; ** m; 
friend you trifle with yourfelf. Go and fclcft fome lively p 
aJid think no more of a (Iranger whom you have now fecn 1 

^fTrfttirae, and whom it is more than pofllWc you will ne 
again''—" Do they leave Madrid then fo foon?— but I will 
them."—" I think not,*; returned the Marquis ; *• fhe may • 
ta AWrid, and yet be concealed fi-om your fight."—** Ha 
claiuttd Antonio, " now I begin to fufpoftl— they arc goinj 



elude her in a convent. —Is this the rival of which you told rae?"— 
** You have gucffcd but too truly/* anfwcred his friend, ** This is 
what 1 am but now informed; but I know fo well the temper and 
diTpontion of Don Tevaro Padilla^ that I have no reafon to doubt 
the truth." 

" But furcly/' faid Antonio, " were I to ©fler my hand, my 
rank, my titles, my domains, they would not be rcjcdt^."— "I fear 
they would," anfwercd ^he Marquis, with a deep figh ; "you know 
not this man ; his wuiitenancc i& but a dark refleftion of a blacker 
heart. He is a man, in whofe mind ibtnc terrible crime is per- 
petually preying."— *' But what is that crime?" demanded Antonio. 
The Marquis ftarted at the quellion. " What crime!*' repeated 
he. ** What crime is that which can harrow up the foul of man 
with fearftil vilions, that, turn tranquility into warfare, and paint 
upon the ferefie brow the deformity of tcmpcfts ? Biit tliis is no place 
to fpeak on a (libjcAjRich as this. Antonio, my dear friend, I have 
much to fay to you, and win appoint a titae. My introdu<ftloii . 
. would be a drawback upon your welcome:— If, therefore, after 
what Thave hinted, you have any further inclination of forming an 
^acquaintance with this imperious aioitaipfeo, andtruft to your own 
talents." 

The Marquis of Denia then witlidrcw precipitantly, leaving An- 
tonio in a Mate of doubt and perplexity. The words of his friend 
had been io fingular, that his curiofity was much excited, and he 
dcfircd more tlian ever to become acquainted with thofcpcrfons which 
had been the fiibgc£l. ** After all," thought h«, *' there was inudi 
of incoiicrencc in l>is words ; he feeracd like a difcatdrd lovcf^who 
fears the fuccefe ol a more fortunate rival. I can but meet a refufal ; 
and furel3r this beautiful creature is at leaft woithy tlie hazard.'' 

The Marquis Dc los Velos was yet young in life, and not cafilr 
checked in his undertakings; he immediately advanced towards 
the flrangcr^, asd, pying his rclpcdls to Don 3?adilia, requeued the 
lioncr of dancing with the lady. v. 

*' Sliedoes not dance, Sei?or,*' replied PadiIJa coldly. ^^ But 
perhaps Ibe might be inclined for once to partake in that amule- 
ment," faid Antonio; ''or wherefore attend a place, in^which every 
on« is cxpedled to fliare in the entertainment?'' "..That is as I 
plcafe,*' anfwercd Don Padilla frowning ; " I hope, Scnor, I am 
not accountable to you for my a6\ions?" 

Th^ Marqats attempted to apologize, dt reeling feveral tender 
glances towards the lady, who remained filent without daring to 
raile her eyes from tlie ground. *' Do you rtfide at Madiid ?" laid 
the Marquis. '* I am now in Madrid," anfwercd Padilla; ** you 
Are very mqiiifnive young man— Do you know whod anj,?'* " I 
hav ' not at prefcnt that honor," rcturr^^d De los Vclos ; '* but it 
is wli.vt ^ "iiccrcly dclirc."— *' I mud tell you/' faid Padiikij ra- 
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thcr rudely, '^ that ddirc is not reciprocal. Scnw^, tins My Will - 
not dance." . | 

^ The Marquis knew not wkat ta rQ)Iy : he bit his Up» withrvda, j 
tion, -looked at the forbidden countjcnance of the ^poniy ftranger, ] 
and was inclined to walk away ; but when his eyes turned upon tjie 1 
Jady, the vilible diftrefs which touched hcT lovely '^fsxc with, fkdndsi 1 
Tjvcjtcd him to the fpot; anciconjitringuphis'effrontcry, liejaid: / 
** I was going to have tendered you my ferviccs had you; been a new ' 
comer to the city J and ih0uld:bavc;b«a fiappytci have introduced 
yoa to the courts" ■ -> ^ 

" And who told you that I had dcfignstjf appearing there!* ; 
apiwcred the unbended Cavalier i **)mcthinkryou arc^wondcrfciUy - 
&miliar»^' , i 

"Jts^mforry if lintrude,'* laid the Marquis. "Then you will : 
be fo good as to imniediately leave us,*V replied Padilla with a'frown ; 
and turning away his.facc, he alTumcd a look of legerity which re- , 
.pcUed every attempt to reply. Antonio bowed to the lady, and 
retired to the oppofite fide of the faloon, employed himfelf in con- 
templating the aftoniihing contrafl tlie glooniincfs of tlie lather and 
the niildi^efs of the daughter exhibited* 

**ls it pofsibV faid he to himfelf, "(he can indeed be the 
daughter of this i mperious mortal ? the wholecaft of her coutttenancc 
is dificrcnt. His is dark, favage, and inhumaD ;— hers is open ^ - 
mild, ^d good ; her elevated forehead is a token of the elegance of 
her thoughts i her arched eycb-ows ihew the playfuhieis of fancy ; 
and her eyes are tempered with that fwectnefs, which diffolv^s into . ^ 
a fmile upon her lips* A«d is this lady %o be condemned to the Ibli- 
tude of a cloifter? is her beauty only to be admired by monks ? is 
(heio be'tlie companion of cold, mi^rable and repining nuns? is (he 
to wade her charms upon withering Time, within tlie walls of an 
unmerited prifon ?-*(^Bipotcnt.D^ofcr^ human cvcotsl coun* 
teradl fo barbarous an inju dice I" 

While Antonio wailoft in a reverie thcfe rcfledlions infpircd, the. 
Grangers had withdraw!) y and, when on looking up lie beheld their 
abfcnce, be (iarted witli difappointuient and apprehcnlion that he 
had loft them for ever. He haftciicd towards the door, and (top- 
ping a gentleman then entering—'* "Wbich way did (he go?" faid 
he eagerly ; ** did you (cethem ?"— '* Down the middle walk of the 
garden," replied the Cavalier; and immediately. the Marquis hur- ' 
ried away, without waiting for further particulars.. 

He advanced with hally fleps along the walk : difcovcring by moon- _ 
light a female figiire before him, which from the (hape he fancied 
was the ladji ^« foufibt, thoagb now fhc appeared with a lo«g veil 
reaching nearly to the ground} his heart fluttci*cd with delight . 'it ' 
this uncxpcAcd opportunity, which he dcts) mined (hould not efcapc. 

** Lady," faid he, " this is a favor I had no hopes to'receivc froni 
<*« bands of fortune. Ih^vcbccnindci^airthatlhadno meansof 



;ifitrddu£ii«D ; andiiow* when I kad expe&d, il^nd illyiclf for an 
Jn^^t bappy in betftg>able to.fpeak to yofu unabfierveck" 

<fO, Scflor/' ^mfwcmi'thc lady, **; thb /is too polite, you .arc 
.cacccfsWcly c^Ugiug.*' 

" Net fo,**^ replied the Mar<tuiff, a littfc furprifcd and greatly 
'CBCouraged; "you rouft^be awatt, lady, that bcautjr Kke <your8 
•cannot be fixn with indiflftitnce*^'— -** Bcaitty like mine," replied 
ttbe'bdy in a ftlf reoniplaccm tofic; *• rcklly, Scnorv you arc the 
jealiameft maA-^" 

" Strange S^ thoughtthe Marquis, **. wbatadc«ption is a female 
rfkec^: who would havs^ thought fo amiable an appearance fhould 
conceal fufcb a chai-a€tcr.'^— " May 1 bcrpermittcd,*' conthiucd fee, 
in a freer way than he had at firft dared toalTurtf ; '<May Ibc 
permitted again to behold thofe charms which that odious veil con- 
ecalr, before they (hall be forever fccludcd in a gloomy.cortvent."— 
•«f Heaven forUdci^ <aficlMmcd tl^e lady* ** Holy Virgin, how you 
'fright me f— A convent, Scnorl— No, I am not old enough for 
rthat I hq)c.— No, no, believe roc, I knowf better;'' 

*• ITacn 1 am again deceivdij** faid Antonio to himfclf ; "'fiirely 
my fnend would not have betrayed me* Bat is this, indeed, the lady 
Jl have been ibmuch enamoured of at firft view ?--*ain I not deceiv- 
ing myfelf? If,** feid he, ** you are not :bent upon etitering a 
tCOHvent, why, lady, do you thus conceal your chaiins ? or ,is it in 
-mcr^rtomankindi"^^ , ^ 

*' O, Ihave a great deal of mercy in raj? nature,** replied fhe j 
>« but you gay <&valicrs never make half fomany compfimentsas 
when our veils hide us from youi cunofity. Beauty is always befl 
^when it is fancied, Senor," 

*^But yours is no fancied beauty, lady; permit me to remove, 
this drapery, and conttmplate the reality.— ^Heavens P involun* 
tarily exclainied he, on beholding the haggard vifagc of an old lady, 
•who had long finccbech the jeft of half jMadrid, for an affectation 
of manBcrs and drefs to which fhc had no prctenfions.- Antonio 
was too much confounded at his miftake and lofs of tipie to be po- 
-lite : and the lady turned angrily away^; railing on the ill-bre«ling 
^f theprefcht age. 

The Marqjiis was too much untuned to be in harmony with pTea-^ 
fiire; he fauntercd along the wslksof the garden, mufing on the 
•ftrange charadtciF of Don Padilla ; and encouraging an hope, that 
however lingular the behaviour of his friend, he would be able ta 
learn fbfficicnt from him, at lead, to imroducelnmfclf at thcrcfidencc 
©f the ftrangers. 

He advanced nearer the faloon, where the laugh of hilarity and the 
notes of joy founded upon his ear ; producing a fenfation, which he 
had never before felt in its full force y tht ftiilncfs of the gardens in- 
crdiang the contrail.. 
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The pal^moon fcattcrcditR filvtr rays Upon the foliage ; am 
which ibarccly a JBcphyr was heard to interrupt the iilcncc of nature. ♦ 
The birds had hung their heads beneath their wings, and ftillricft 
reigned around — ^when he was fuddcnlf alanncd by repeated fcreamSf 
and a burft of confulion nringled with cries of diftrcts. 

He hadened to difcover the occadon of the tumult ; when he per- 
ceived one of the lattices in flames, and at once undcrftood the dil- 
aftcr that had happened. Ever alive to relieve the diRrcffed, he 
haftencdto^hc faloqn, where fo much confufion reigned, that every 
one retarded the other, and themiclvcs, by prcfsing to be firft.-— 
With a ftrongarm he tore down one of the window-frames wljich 
.readied to the ground, and forcing his way in, found the mifchief 
noi half fo ex!8|afive as he had feared— the fire having only taken hold 
on Tome ornamental fccncry and the lattice frame. 

He was furprifed to fee the Marquis of Dcnia. buGiy employed 
in cxtingiiifhing the iiarae, while tie had fuppofcd him for diftantj 
but, as he turned round to fpcak to him, he diffinguifhed the lady 
he had been fctking feinting upon afopha, nnreguarded by,any one ; 
each being willing in the confufibn totake care of thcmfclvcs, or 
thofc more immeaiately intereftingto them. 

Every pthcr confideration gave way to regard for her faJcty : her 
fcnfes were wholly overcome with the terror fhe had fuffcrcd ; and, 
raiding her in his arms, he^ endeavored to prcfs through the crowd, 
fearful that every moment might be too late, the heat and finoke be- 
ing cxccfsivc^ though the danger of the fire was over. It was impdf- 
frble to make way through the tumiilt, many of the ladies being in 
a fimilar ftate ; and he had to rcrpain in the mofl agonizing fufpcnffe, 
till the Marquis of linia came to his afsiftance. Between them tlicy 
fupportedthe inconfciows maid into the garden, where the fuddcn 
change of air awoke her to recolledlion^ 

•' Ahl Cavalier,'' faid fhe, in a. tone of deepcft foftncis, as (lie 
fixed her eyes upon Dehia, " is it to you 1 owe this obligation ? 
But where is my father ?" 

*< Don Padilla," replied the Marquis, "was not in the room 
when the accident happened ; be not concerned on his account, Al- 
mira, depend on his fafcty. But why are you in Madrid, when I 
had rcafon to believe you fo many leagues diftant ? and how is your 
Saer?" ^ 

The Marquis Delos Velos had till now fat upon a hencli fup- 
porting the lady with his annsj; and gazing upon her face with a 
countenance exprcfsive of hope and dcl'pair ; but fuddenly ftarting 
at this addrcis of his fric!|L he felt a pang ofjealoufy crofs his heart. 
** How is this Marquis" laid he. '* do you deal trcacheroiifly ?— 
arc you fo well acquainted with this ladv?" 

« is this Cava! ia* your friend ?*' iaicl ftie, turning her fine eves 
upon Antonioj and fpcakipg totlie Marquis. 
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** Thath as be behave?,*' anfw^rcd Deni^ wiA a finUe ; ** he ir 
apt to b&very paisionatei Senora; and be is now angfy that I fhould 
iharc with him thcplcarurc of having rcfaicd you from the tumult.'? 
y f*Gmfufion!" muttered Antonio,Mrhilc he looked firH upon one^ and 
then on the other, imable to determine how much he fliould believe. 

^ Pardon nic, Scnor," faid Almira turning to him, ** if I omit- 
ted you in my thanks to your friend ; but, tnSeedi 1 am fo coofufed 
that- — .'' Her embarraffment prevented her finifhing the words fee 
intended, and Albert de Dcnia to relieve her wtnt on; " This, 
Lady Almira, is the Marquis Antonio de Jos Vclos ; a Cavalier, 
who, fincc lie has formed an attachment to a ftrange lady, has^lofl 
the ufcof hisundcrftandmg, and—.'* 

" Forbear I bcg,'V cried Antonib impatiently; " this is triflinf 
beyond fuffcrance.'' Then turtiing to Almira : " Since," faid he,. 
•* I have been fo fortunate as to have agatnlhc pleafure of feeing 
you, when my hopes were almotl cxtmj^ifhed, will you have the 
goodnefs to fay 5vfien and where 1 may inquire after your healthy 
which I very much fear will luffcr from this night's furprife?*^ 

" At prcftnt,*' faid Almira, in a low voice, ** lam with my fa- 
ther at the palace of the Count Petenza 5 but I feel myfdf fo much 
recovered^ that I hope 1 fluill find no farther ill tfft^» I confcfs I 
was very much terrified when I feiicied the whole (ajoon in ffames.'' 
*^ What a contraft do^ the prefcnt moment afford," iaid Antonio, 
pointing to the faloen, (where all was fi lent, and a folitary taper 
alone lighted, in place of a thoufand that had lately Wa*od). " Not 
iiH hour inice, and the whole was a fccnc of thcmoft fplendid brrl* 
liance and joy — no mind prcfagcd the I'oddcn evciitthat was to over- 
throw the cnteitainmcnt in terror and confufion : To in real life, we 
enjoy ourfelves upon the brink of a precipice.- 

Almira ftHcUcrcd— a deep figh acknowledged the truth— atid look- 
ing round flie perceived tbc Marquis of Dcnia had left them* An* 
tonio felt obliged for this a^iori of his friend. He kefitatcd a mo^ 
mcnt, and then faid — ** Can it be true, iady, that you have chofei* 
to retreat from the world, at an age whcH youarc b«t fcafce entered 
into it?" 

" And ftiould fuch a choice fhrprife?'* anfwered Almira; *^ 15 it 
not ncccffary, if 1 would: void the application of what you have but 
juflF fpokcn* I know but little of the world ; yet from il«t little I 
have learnt the trahGcucc of huuian happmefsjartd have fecn, that 
when we fancied ourfelves moft certain of pleafure, we havebeet^f 
neareftdifti'cfe/'^^ 

" And haVc you known forrow?^ faid Atitoni<» tenderly; arid 
taking her hand. " Hard mufl have been the heart that cotdd have 
g^ven grief to {Itch a fubjeO ! But do no! forget^ ttiat to the world 
we havefomc duties that claim us^rom oiirfii^9>' si^td-wMch life in* 
imteal to^ roonaftic ffclaCom'*^ 
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" '^e, .moft true,** anTwcred Ahm^^ witii a figh. ** But tfte 
fir(\ duty of a ^ug^tcr ^ obedience » §nd I mU(l obey the commands 
of my fatlicr." 

The l?ft word was fcafcefly pronounced , when her voice dropt in 
filcnce, and the figure of Don Padilla llood before them^ 

" Where have you been ?" faid he ftcrnly.-r** Ha! — follow me, 
daughter." Then'fcizlng the hand of the trembling maid, he ftalk«i 
indignantly away, without deigning to notice Antonio. 

"Strange I" thought the Mai quis.-i.*V What a monftcr toufc 
with fncE feverity a lady whom I would gladly protc<^ in my arms; 
and who, if my judgment is clear, is exaSly the coyppanion I ftiould 
wifh to (hare my idle hours, and the bounties wbicji Hcayen> tluo' 
the means of my anccftors, haff bsfto wed upon me»*' ^^ 

The. company had ibme time left the gai'dcns ; and finding it Ijatc 
he dcpaited, intending to call upon his niend early in the morning 
for an explanation of fcvcral fcntcnccs he could not underftand; and 
which, by turns, gave birth to jealoufy, <!ui4olity^anxi donbt. He 
imputed much to the incomprehcnCible chara^cr of the Marquis ; 
who was often remarked by his friends as ifieonilftent in his aiSipfls 
«)d exprcfsions : fomctimes overwhelmed with impenetrable fadnefs, 
and at othei^ mingling with the gaycfl company. ' 

As Antonio pafled along tlie ftrcets which .were now folitary and 
tbrfakeit, he perceived two men in clofc converfation ftandingata 
cornel' : he made little doubt of their being robbers, as he coi:41d per- 
ceive them looking round while vthey fpoke with apparent anxiety* 
Being on the dark fide of the way, and the m©on ihining bright, he 
had an opportunity of obferving them unfcen — he paufcd to rcflc£k, 
whether he (hpuld Watch thcuft, t>F give the alarm to the guanJ* 
While he confidcred, a third pcrfoH joined them ; and, after a few 
words, they croffcd the ftreet, and began to move quickly towards 
the place where Antonio ftood. Autonio doubted not but he was; 
difcovercd ; andy clapping bis>band upon his fword, ftood upon^is 
guard. ^ ^ " 

The firft pcrfon wlx) came near imm«liately perceived him, and 
laid in a low voice, " Aptonio De los Vclos, follow me.** 

" For what purpofe?" demanded Antonio; *' and whither?*'— 
•:* For my pleafure, and where I pleafc,'' anfwered the other, in a 
rough voice. — " That muft be as I plcafetoo," faid Antonio draw- 
ing. ** You may perhaps think your numbers will frighten l»e— 
come on 1" \ ' '" _ 

" **Ha! ha! haP cried the ftrangcr, laughing: " well, you are 
ft man of metal.''— And Antoino immediately knew the voice qf 
hislricnd. 

." You again I*' cried he; " you are wrapped iii my ftcry to-night i 
^ut who arc tbcfc in your train ?*' 

« Your fcrvant and mine," replied the Marquis. « Whm 1 firft 



TOitted tbe room I puttbcm upon the fcent td^iuithe dwtlling of 
i)on Padilla ; not having any (qmedhCtion l^e fhould have had an 
opportunity of djfcovcring it ourfclvcs : and now if jeu arc not in- 
dined to flccp, wc \^' ill go to my palace.'* , 

" You are a ckvcr fcfiow at intrJgVi^t'* b\d Antonio ; « but tell 
nie, Marquia, aund on bbkior, if all thj^ trouble is ctn^silnci/Or jour 
«Wri account?" ^ ■' ' ''' *^ 

*< Can you not be contented with the benefit of the <?vcnt, with^ 
out inquiring the motive?" returned Albert* ** It was both ; both, 
my dear Antonio; bury your Mpicions, ihd remember J ajp your 
li-iend." : , 

They were not long before they arr^ved^tt the .Jfer(|«isd#Dcnia's; 
where having taken, tome refrefhmcnty«nff provided at coimle qf bot- 
tles of wine, the MarqUls difmiilcd tb€'leiF%'ai4^ to bed, and carefully 
locked the door. 

** You make life of great precaution," faid AntortiOi looking 
round hlin; " isittrcafon wearcgoingtodfbateupon?" 

" No," anfwercd Albert, fblemnly, ** it is not treafon ; yet it is 
jiot fit for every mortal cai- : the myllcriesf of fate are unfearchabfc ; 
and we know liot the manner in which the d^rketl deeds n^eet the 
light." 

" Deeds of what?" faid Antonio,' gazing^ with furprifc upon hit 
friend. " What is it you lay ? what has this to do with Almira?" 

** Much, perhaps too much," faid the MarqMis, drawing his 
cihair to the table. " But now> Antonio,, look at the hand of that 
clock ; it is upon the hour af one ; at this dread hour of midnight 
prOmife me fccrecy.-r-Swear to uic— '* 

*' But where there is no crime, can (ecrccy by ncccflary," ob&rved 
Antonio ; ** and where there is a crime, fecrecy become? a fault* 
You arc ftrangcly altered within thclc few minutes, Marquis.'* 
. ''I am," replied Albert : " my levity, is always affumed. I have 
at my heart a corroding poifon that diills the raaments of my cx- 
^ftence; and dafhcs from methecup ofplea&r^ when I attempt to 
raife it to my lips« I once had a friend^ the confident of my foul 
—but Ik is now loft- to mc, and I would take you in his place."* 

*^You arc in love, then !** exclaimed Antonio, with a languid 
fmile; *' I fee where this will cnd."-^" I am in love," replied the 
' Marquis, emphatically ; " but not, as you imagine, with Almira; 
thcrefoi-c your heart may reft. Did you ever hear that I could bt 
guilty of a difhonorable aft? The fccret that I would truft you with, 
,lias little relation to any thing your warmcft fancy can luggdft.— 
Will you promifemc then?" ^ 

<< I heartily acknowledge, 1 never knew you guilty of a mean- 
tiefs,** replied Antonio. " To fay the truth, could filch a fufpicion 
Imvc had being in my mindpyou had never called me friend : yet, at 
the fame time, this teremony fccQis as though yoa doubted ine*-^ 
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Buti-tQ^htHQor you, Jfwcar-r-bjr the hdr tnafs, nevferwlll I, with- 
Wt fwr own conCcaty reveal what ybu ihall now difclofe!'' 

^^ ri« enoQgbf" ii^^ tbe Marquis, taking his hand. ^^ From thit 
moment let there ^iihejipibft Unlimited confidence between us* Pre<. 
pftfeyottrfetftaltivjjr credit to 'tilings which require your faith ; and 
jpcmembery that itis tht Marquis Albert de Denfa who rclat«-thcm«" 

Ht paufcd} and, looking folemhly round the room^ leaned bis 
arm upon the tablet nod thus began. 



QHAPTER 11. 



Guard «t, »wben Fate Jits brooding in the mnd* 

«<Y0U4nuft remember Fernando de€oeI1o, whowa^my^r- 
tktilar friend from our earl^eft youth ; his &mi)y is noble, and, 1 be* 
lieve, he is a diftant relation olyours.'* , -- 

^* He is my firft cotifin," faid Antonio ; ^* aiid his fudden death 
gave me conuderabic grief." 

*^ You iur^ife.mc,"* cried the Marquis ; ^^tell me how?— when 
did you receive this inforaaation?" 

** 1 can fay nothing for certain," anfwered Ant(mio ; " my in- 
form£itton reaches merely to the r^>ort, that he was flain in battle 
with the Moors. *^ 

** Report is a common liar^" faid the Marquis; " I am glad to 
find you are not better informed. - I will now proceed.— When wc 
were extremely young we ferved together in the army* and were 
rarely afuwicr but when duty, or ourvifita to our friends in Madrid, 
required. This cooipanionflnp in dangers, in romantic adventures, 
and the variety to which a foldier's lite is ever liaUe^ at once en* 
deared us^^ to each other, and opened our minds to that genial and 
genuine iriendQiip which, like love, renders trifles of great import- 
ance, and gives birth to that communication of fancy, heroifm uied 
to infpirc. 

The Jeifure of a camp gave our' m'"ids opportunity to trace the 
hiftories of preceding times ; and if wc were not tindlured with fupcr* 
flitioQ)We, at leafl, took delight in romance. JEiaving been to ehailiie 
fome infurgents in the provinces, we were quarter^ in the dty of 
Grenada. The beauty of that charming country, and the extenfivc 
profpeAs from the (fountains of Sieira ritvada, covered with veget* 
atioii, and crowned with eternal ihovf) frequently invited ut to 
ramble. ^ 
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ScJteetnncs w« clirabcd the heights, aiid gratified our fcnfScs >Vi«i 
fontertiplating a rcgioji of enchantment. The hUIs were ovcrlprcad 
^ijll vines and oUvis; the vallies were clothed, and odoriferous, 
wiSa thouiand flowering (hrubs, of which the hedges arc formed : 
fwcet baiil intermingled with myrtle. Thyme anil lavender grew 
wild^i^^ thewaftcs; anJl the goldenr tinted faffron delighted the 
eye, Jmidft a profuTion of flowers. The Mcditcnancan dofcd the 
diftartt p^rpcdl with its. blue ^aVcs; over which the advc.uturou& 
baric was frequently Icen to glide, like a dark fpot <mi its pellucid 
fiirfece* >^ 

I Our duty at the caftle of Alkambra vVas trifling, not being a part 
of die garriibn ; and wc Gonfcquently had much time upon our hands 
to indulge our pvopenfityfor ramblingi ' On one of thofc ocoafions, 
we walked beyond the city to a conndq^blc diftancc, following the 
winding b.\nks of the Dairo, amuled witli the variety of Iccnery it pre- 
Icuted, when wc arrived at a grove of talTcJiefuut trees we had ne- 
ver vifitctl before. The coohiefs of tlic fhadc invittd us to reft ; and 
we fat down on the flowery bank (which ^oped to the rivcr)»rcgard- 
ing tlie tranfparcnt current as itpjiiLtl, and diicouifihg on thoic 
adventures of which, as foIdici*s, \ve had many to recount. 

While we admired the beauty of tlK fertile country, which now 
prcfcntcd to our fight, the turrets of fcvcral ruined buildings recalled 
to us the diftrefs which the Morefcos had fuficrci, when driven frpm 
the country of their birth, ajidtlie lands of tlipir cultivation, by an 
cdidt at once cruel ana impolrtie ; and Which l\ad converted, in a few 
months, this whole province into an howling wafle, filled itw'^th 
rapine and flaughter, torn hufb ixh from their wives, and children 
from, tiicir parents, rent afundcr the bands of friendlhip and dvil 
union, and banifhcd more than nine hundr^ thouiand people to the 
dcferte of Africa. 

While we were difcourfing on this fubjcft, and exprcfssing our 
indignation at its folly, w« perceived a liiiall boat floating down the 
ilrt?<m, apparently without any guide ; and, as the eddy' of the 
waves fct it towards the fliore \vherc vye fat, it could not but excite 
our attention. - 

*' Now for a famous adventure of knight errantry," faid Fcr- 
' nando j '* who knows but fome redoubtable magician has lisnt this 
enchanted boat, to convey us to fome terrible caftlc, where a fair 
lady waits the event of our prowefs; to be delivered from the Tyrant 
of the Ironhand." 

1 fmiled at this conceit, and, in the thought of the moment, replied, 
*^WcU, Sir Knight, if your courage be undaunted, and you dare 
brave the perils of the adventure, I require you, on the faith of a 
knight good and true, to accompany me in tlie achievement of this 
adventure." 
" Mod willingly, Sir Knight, be it unto life or unto death, I 
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net perceive, tbatthccurrent we are fallen into is caiifedby the wa^ 
tcr running into the moat which furrown^s the building ? let us en- 
deavor to make it faft, and try to find a llicltcr/' 

Fernando remained filent, gazing upon the tower, which appeared 
as if blackened by fire,and awfully gloomy through the (Vorm ; beini; 
only d'rftind^ly vifiblc when the fiafncs of lightning reflected againfV 
its fides. After groping fome tim« with the oar, I dilcovcred a ring, 
to which we taflcncd the boat, and alcendcd the ftone ftcps, cut in 
the folid rock — a dozen brought us to the landing; The lightning 
fervcd us for a guide; diftinguifhing a fmall porch entire, within 
which we found the polbrn gate broken down, leading into the 
toWcr, ^ 

Within the dcepcfl darknefs prevailed ; and it was at theutmoft 
hazard we ventured to advance, arm in arm, with our fwords ex- 
tended before us, to avoid, if posfible, running a^aind any projec- 
tion, or falling down ibme flight of fteps. In this manner we ad- 
vanced along a narrow paffagc, till ^c were checked by a ih\v that 
we judged wound up to the higher apartments. After a moment's 
confideration, we rcfolvcd to hazard the event— curiolity impelling 
us onwards. 

The place being narrow, I advanced firft, cautioufly proceeding, 
when, on a fuddcn I found myfelf violently Icized by the* arm ; and 
Fernando, in a low voice, demanded if 1 heard nothing T 

'* Death!'' cried 1, ** what do you l^ar? what, or whb, have 
you fufT^rcd to pafs?" At the fame time I endeavored to releafe my 
arm from the grafp of I knew not what ; but which, to my imigi- 
nation, fccmcd to hold me ftronger than a dozcii men. 

" Nothing has paficd," replied i'ernando ; *' it is I who have hold 
on your arm : — Heavens how you tremble I— Did not you hear a 
noife?" 

*' You,*' faid I, checking my vexation and inclination to laugh } 
'* on my word, 1 thought myfelf in the paws of fome fiend ; it is in 
vain to deny it. But what did you hear ?— Hark i — furely 1 hcai-d 
an hollow mumiuring found ! We had better retreat and bi ave the 
ftonu." 

" No,"replicd Fernando, *' no ; we will either advance or perifli.'^ 
I felt affurcd at this confidence, and afhamcd of my own tears. 
*' Come on then," faid I, "my ^''^^'^ ftllow ! we hare before this 
entered a breach together, and ftiall wc be afraid bccaufc it is darkj 
and the wind fighs along the palTages ?" 

This flight of (lairs led to a landing, ^vhlch opening wide, we fan- 
cied ourlclvcs in fome chamber, and paufed while the thunder rolled 
over us, and fliook the building to its bale. 

The lightning that flafbed through the long narrow loop-hole? 
allowed us to diftinguifh a few pbjeds, which were feen for a mo- 
ment, and then involvd in tenfold darkncf?. No furniture appca red 
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brandy, "Gome, iny friend,'* faid I, *' this^^is an enchanted liquor, 
furnifhcd by our inviiibe guide foe the bamlbment of care." Having 
rcircfljcd ourlclves with tlie remains ot thcfvvcctmeats, we fat ftill, 
looking out anxioufly for forae place of flielter, and watdiiiig the 
quick approach of night. 

The fun was not long funk beneath the horizon, before the rain, 
began in large drops to patter on the furfacc of the water. Wc 
would then willingly have put on fliore, content with the f>icltcr of 
the trees, but here it was fo broken and rocky, that we dur{\ not 
venture the flight veiTel too near, leaft it might bebulged by the force 
'of tlie wind and ftream, which drove us forward at a rapid rate. 

In half an hour we perceived, through the gk)om that enveloped 
n*?; tlie ruin's ofaMoorilh cafUe, which pvojctled boldly to the 
watcr's-edge. The main tower, which was circular, appeared nearly 
complete, but the other parts of the Jau'ilding prefentcd only aa 
<xtenfivc mafe of ruins, fprcadVng over a large fpacc of ground. 

^ Wc were by this time nearly wet through, notwith Handing a 
piece of old fail-clothf. which Vc had contrived to fprcad over us, 
ilie ftorm had not, however, yet arifen to its height — the great 
body of clouds moving on very heavily, and we endeavored to iu- 
cltnc the boat towards this ruin,whkh might, at leal t,f belter us fi:o[u 
its fury. Wc found oil rfelvcs uncxpcd\cd!y in a fliong current, 
which let forceably towards the foot of the tower ; and we began to 
be apprchcnlive it might wreck us on the rocks. 

'' This is truly aftoniftiing, Marquis," laid Fernando; *' \mit 
are wc now to think of the adventure f " 

'' There wants nothing but a twinkling taper from foiTe of the 

loop-lioles, a guardian dragon, and a drawbridge," returned I, *' to 

„ complete it. But ferioufly, I wifli wc were well ovtr the night. 

1'liat pile bears upon it the marks of violence, and no doubt its dark 

recedes are a retreat to fome difaffedted party." 

*^Of them I kave no fear/* replied Fernando ; ** we have each 
of us a fword that has been tried, and done fcrvice. I am refolvcd 
to finilh the adventure. We have hitherto been conducted in a very 
fingular way; and though, my friend, wc may fmile at enchant- 
ment, and magic, an^ fpells, yet there are myfterics in nature with 

whirh we are unacquainted.. Imyfclf '' 

He fuddenly checked himfclf at tbefe words; and I conid iTot 

avoid fmiiing at his manner, which I imputed to the concurrence of 

circnmftances, fuch as might have f^enerat^ lupcrilition in any man. 

The night, from the blacknels ot the clouds, was profoundly dark; 

aiid we remained a few moments in liiencc. 

" Now," faid he, ** wilTyou believe? the boat has fixed upon 
>. tlie (lairs which lead from the water-cdge up the rock to thccaftlc. — 
"Wliat can this mean?'' 

" Mean," rcplid I, '* it means 'nothing extraordinary. Do you 
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dagger wjtliout a cafe. , I drew it through my fingers to judgtf of its 
Gzc and Ihapc ; and, from its roughnefs, fancied it to be rufty. 

" Yc^*' faid Fernando, with a figh io deep, thit it aknoft 
amounted to a groan ; " no doubt it is rufty— dipped in the blood 
of fome hinoccnt, by the Iiand of rapine or revenge :— *givc it me— 
I will prcfervc it." I could not but admuc the ftrange alteration !ic 
had undergone within thefc few hours; and though he appeared 
i^iore forward and liardy than mylclf, I could not but fancy it was 
excels of fear, which I jiad often feen produce the greatcit flicw of 
bravery. 

It was now paft midnight, the ftoruf was evidently going further, 
andthelightmnga,flafhed at a diftance through the Uorizon. . ^* I 
fear" faid I, *' for our little Jbark, which is moft likely daihed in 
pieces againft the rocks> and we Ihall have fome difficulty in re- 
turning to Grenada." 

^ '* That fame Fowery** replied Fernando, " which conduced us 
here, can lead us back." 

;^' And are you really of opinion, my friend," anfwercd I, " tliat 
an inviGblc Power did'lc^d us to this ruined caftlc ?'*-**' 1 am mdft 
certain," faid he, andpauftdasif raufingonfomedlftant thought, 

** Then you believe in magic? you bcfievcthat intangible beings 
can zdi on coipoit al fubftancc ?"— -" I do. 1 have reJxfons, my 
friend; reafons that would -convince yourfelf." 

•Jt would then willingly hear them," find I ; "I have been your 
compaaion thefc five years, in toils, in hardflalps,- and in dangers, 
and you never informed me of this. " 

" Never,*' replied he gravely ;"IendeaVorcd my fclf to' forget, 
. but this ilrangc adventure returns my memory ftrong upon me, apd 
harrows up* my imagination, I will fpeak low ; for I am fatit 
fied this place has inhabitants : but whether they be mortal or no, 
I know not." I liad no miiid to interrupt him, for his gravity, and 
the folemnity of the impenetrable darknefs, confpired to raUe images 
of horror. 

^ **Do you not remember, nine months ago, upon this very day, • 
I entered the age of manhood ; and was interrupted in our mtcntion 
ofkeepingthateventwitha little fcaft amongft our comrades, by 
an order to join a party going out to forage ^Do you net re- 
member, that I returned to you fo pale and alteicd that you hardly 
knew me? and that I imputed the caufe to a fudden illuefe which 
had feized me !" 

*' 1 remember,** iaid I.; 

" And lb do]," Toutinued he, " 1 (hall remember it for ever!" 
Our way lay through a deep defile, overhung with gloomy cork- 
trees, a«d fo intricate that we feared every moment falling into an 
ambufcade. The pafs was fo gloomy that It appeared like the tvvi. 
tight of evening} and, not being the diief in conniaaiid, I hahed in 
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the rear, to fee that no ftragglers remained behind. Wlicnthc 
whole party had pafled, I followed into the dtfilc ; the found of fteps 
behind me, caufcd mc to ttjrn round, when I perceived another fol- 
dier apparently lame ; yet I thought lie moved forward amazingly 
, ^ick for a wounded man; 

I was a little fuipriicd, as I had not 6B(etvcd any man. behind, 
and halted tiU he came up, intending to .repri\nand him lor his ne- 
gligence- "What's the matter/* cried I, '* that you hang fo far 
behind your comrades ? — what accident have you met with :" 

*' Fernando Cocllo," faid he in a tone like that of a dying m^n? 
^' I have received a mortal blow ; you alone can relieve me*" 

** How is tliat to be donc^ friend?'* enquired 1 ; ** where ar« you 
hurt?'* 

** Deep, deep," faid he; **my hurt is here:** laving his hands 
upon his brcaft. *' Tisyou alone can cure mc.— fromifc lac you 
will." . 

*' Wliy fhould I promifc you ?*' feid I ;" J: am no ftirgcon, but 1 
will fee you properly t^ken care of.'* He fhook his head and fighcd. 
^^ You fin-cly would not have me promife what I cannot pcrfonn ?" 

" You can," aniwcred he ; *' you alone can. — You muft proniifc 
mc, Fernando Coello : this is your birth day^ and you Ihall promifc 
me." 

<* Bat why ? who are you ?*' demanded I, aftoniflied at the fami- 
liarity of a man dreffed like a common foldicr. 

"Who lam fignifiesnot," returned hff, in an elevated voice r 
** iuch as I am may yon never he. Many are my wrongs, and my 
wounds are deep. — lou^, you, Fernando Coello, arc the n>an in alt 
the earth who raull redrcfe mc. — Promifc that you will*— Swear by 
the rolling orbs; by the greatdecps of earth's foundations— Swear" — 

"You are mad," faid I, alarmed at his manner : " You talk 
ftranscly.'*' 

1* But I am not therefore mad," replied lie ; "every thing about 
nic is fti-ange— ftrange as the grave. But iatc, deep and dark, ter- 
rible and eternal fate fits over your boufc, unlcfs you give mc this 
piomife.*' 

*'Tell mc quick then,** laid 1, "what am I to do^ the troops aie 
proceeding, and I ihalt be too late." • 

" You will be, indeed, too fate,** replied he, "if yon do not re- 
folvc inftantly* The fortiime of your houfe depcitiSs on the dccifion 
of this moment. Give me your woid, or die.'* 

I caimot dci'cribc to you how ftrangcly I was affedlcd ; there w^ 
fomethingfo fhockingjy folcmn in his voice, that it pierced toniy in- 
5^ft foul ; and, believing tliat there could be nothing vei'V particu- 
lar in promiiing my aid to a wounded man, 1 replied'— 1 grant your 
requcft; I promifc to right your wrongs if 1 Imvc the powcr^ saidt 
to cure your wounds,^ if I Imvc the means ► 
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^^ You arc mine! You arc mine! You arc mine!" cried he, three 
tiracf, in a voice of exultation. •*' Give me your hand.*' 1 held 
out my hand, and he took hold of it ; hit his touth was the touch 
of death, damp and clammy, and cold, it chilled my veins, creep- _ 
ing through them with indcibribable, hcuTor, ^ At that moment I 
heard the trumpet (bund to a quick march, and turning round my, 
face, I looked again, and norOi^e ftood ncarme. 1 was jbutk with 
fo much aftonilhment (for had this appearance been human, I am 
Certain it could not have cfcapcd me,), that, though we had a fmart 
adlion with the enemy, the imprefsioa remains indelible. 

*' Have you never heard or fecn any thing fince of this ftitingc 
apparition?" faid 1; *' are you certain your imagination was not 
deluded with chimeras?" — " CcitainV* replied he: ^' till the ad- 
venture of this night, I had hoped never to fee or hear farther; but 
n^ow I fear I flwll be called on to the performance of that ftital pro- 
mifc. This dagger— Wliat fomtd is that I 1 am certain I heard 
a ftep." '* Someone advances," — laid I, " be prepared." Wc 
fat ftill, fcaJGcly venturing to breathe. A ilow ftep advanced up the 
ftairs, and entered the chamber. It pafled diftindlly arrofs the room, 
paufinfj as if to liften between every ftep, till it went through the 
oppofite avenue. It was not till then (Fernando acquired courage** 
to Ipeak. " Who knows," faid fee, '' but this may be the wounded 
fold ier ?— yet what fliould he do here ?" 

*' I rather think" laid I, "that it is fome ^IDifsin, or freebooter 
in the dark. Whogocs<here?'* faid I aloud. : - 

" Who goes there.? ' replied a voice in the fume tone. ** Anfwer 
me I" cried 1, " are you a friend ?"—-*' Are you a friend?" rp- 
turned the voice. . ; 

"This isftrang<^!'' faid Fernando in a whifpcr; then fpeakxng 
aloud, " If you are a friend, advance!"— r*' Advance!", returned 
thii voice, and again all was fileiit. " I'his is molt fingular" ob- 
fcrvcd Fernando in a whif|>cT, "do you hear any fouixJ of foot- 
ftcps?"— " None," anfvvered I ;• '^ 1 did r>ot cbfcrve which way the . 
per fon wept, who I am certain pafled us."—" I AviU find it out !'^ 
cried Fernando aloud.—" Find it out 1'' replied the voice. ' 

" This is a very good-humoitd fpirit," -faid 1 glancing at once 
upon tlie truth; ** when you f peak above the common. tone, the 
hollow pile re-echoes the found." We then repeated aloud ieveral 
fentcnces^ admiring iheef]fe(5l which had fo frartltad us : but we cou'd 
not, by this means, account for the pcrfon who had certainly, crollcd 
tlie chnmbcr. ' ^ . ' 

The gray line of dawning day bi'eaking over the diftant hills, wc 
began to lofc much of our apprehenfion, and to feel a curiofity to 
examine the building which had fo much excited our fears. 'I'lirough '* 
tlic iianow loop-hole wc watched the diftant and gradiial iiicrcaic oi' 
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light, djfperGng the blue mifts which curled over the hills ; where, 
yet^ no prominent feature could be diftinguifhcd. 

When the light rendered objedls perceptible, we ventured to afccnd 
the winding ftairs, which Fed to the battlements; where wc were en- 
chanted with the beauty of the prof})e(a. The cool fragrant air of 
the morning breathed over the reviving plants ; whofc colouis, hy 
the rain of the night, were enlivened and deepened. The flowers be- 
f^an already to open their leaves to the comuig day ; and the clear 
iky alYumed the bluftj, which foreruns the approaching fun. 

We beheld at a great diftance the turrets of Greniada; and 
which ever way the eye turned, thcfcnfes were delighted with a pro- 
ftilTon of vegetation. 

We were not without fome apprchcnfion of the perfon who had 
paffdl us in the night, as he probably was lurking in fome fecrct 
part of the building, or might have joined his comrades, with in- 
tent to fall upon us with a force we ihould be unable to witliftand. 
Our boat we law beneath us a wreck upon the landing place, and 
we dcfccnied again to our chamber^ to confult on our mode of pro- 
ceeding. 

The bundle wc had half examined in the night, now attra£led 
our attention. On the floor, at fome diftance, lay a fmall portrait, 
which had lallcn. Fernando took it up, and holding it to the light, 
exdainx-d, " What an admirable countenance I what exprcfsion ! 
what tendernefs I Ah ! vay friend, if the original lives, and I could 
find her, I would iaimediately en|;jage for lite." 

" 1 Ihould fmile to fee you in love with a pifture,** faid I ; " but 
how came it here ?** 

** How ?•* cried he, with a look of hoiTor. " Ah I Marquis, you 
> have awakened in my brcaft the moft cruel anguiOu — Surely no rut 
fian hand could deform fo lovely a countenance — ^a countenance tliat 
might charm fiends into admiration." 

** But fhe isdrcflcd in the Moorifh fafliion ; fhe is perhaps one of 
thofc who hav^ fuffcrcd from the edidt of Philip,^*, faid 1, 

'' Pray do riot name it," replied Fernando; " the very fufpicion 
kills me.— i Lock > at that iHouth — Heavens!, what an inimitable 
Irailc! the very lipsfeem parting, tofpeak a fentimcnt of kindncl&I" 

I advanced, and opening the bundk, found it to confiit of a 
Moorifh drefs, very much fpoiled with damp and time, and llaincd 
in feveral places with blood. 

•* This is not a lady's drefs," faid I, " it has raoft likely belonged 
to fome traveller, and that is the portrait of his miftrels. I do 
not admiixthis difinaUooking place; it is more liorriblcby day, 
than by night— murder feems written upon the walk, and violence 
fits upon the battlements ! — Let us go.*' 

Fernando Rill examined the pi£hire, which he could not enough 
admire; at length his attention torned upoi\ the bundle which 1 was 
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fcparating, and he agreed with lac, that It could not have lam m fo 
cxpofcd a fi tuation for the time, the faihion diftinguilhcd its form, 
or it would liavc) at lcaft» been rotten with damp : it appeared mbrc 
probable that it had been brought thitlier by fome freebooter ; and 
was not unlikely to belong to the pcrfon we were catain had found 
concealment fomewhere^ as we had noticed his alicetit, but hgd heard 
no more of hira. '^ 

** We will endeavor to find him," ikid Fernando ; " moft likely 
he can give an account of thi^ pitSlure, and that fatal habit, itainm 
with blood, and pierced, mofUikely, with this dagger.*' 

From the little corridor two ftairs prcfented ; the one mrrow and 
winding, leading immediately to the battlements ; the other, the main 
ftaircafc to the upper rooms. All t]>c doors bad bten burnt or bro- 
ken down by violence, prefehtinga free paflagc over the Whole tower. 
We afccndcd without difficulty, and entered the higher fuit ol rooms, 
confifting of three chambers. Wc looked round with futpicious care$ 
but not the fmallclt veftigc of an inhabitant appeared. We examined 
tlie flooring, that no iircrct trap-door might clcape us — moft of theie 
antique ftruftures having very iingular concealments. Wcwere 
upon the point of returnnfg, when Fernando remarked the traces of 
muddy feet upon the floor, and Ave followed them into the fccond 
chamber, where we fuddcivly ioft them; nor could all our fkill dit 
cover any pofsible place of conceahn^^QCJrt'ay of cfcape. 

'Tired with io fruitlefs a fearch, we returned to the^firft chamber^ 
and tl)ence4o the ground floor, cautioufly examining every place 
that prom ifed any information, and carrying with us the garments 
wc had found. 

/From the cxtenfivc piles of ruins, and njajiy. fallen eolyains of 
itiarble, it was cafy to trace the, once magnificent andextenuye flruc* 
ture. The marks of fire were vifjble upon thewhoie; and it w^s 
probably the great folidity of the remaining tower which had refcuod 
it from the general conflagration. 

Not being able to make any farther difcovery, we began on foot 
our jpurncy back to Grenada. ^ I knew npt what to think of the 
iloi-y Fernando had told me; becaufc, though I, was as certain pf 
his veracity as though I had been myfclf vvitnefs of the fafl, yefib 
long a %hvji having paffcd jjs^ithout further intimation^ induced me 
to fancy there muft have been Ibme deception, which the^Ioominels 
of the defile had favored: then, on the other hand, ^ our recent ad- 
venture bore every mark of fuperlhtious romanticity, though it 
mi/^htyet l^no raoi'e than a curious concuiiencc of circumftanccs. 
^ At Grenada we madefaveral inquiries concerning the Moorifli 
callle ; but gained no information relating to our adventure. 

Wc learnt that it h<4d formerly been a palace belonpinn; to a Mooridi 
prince; that it had ilr-ce delcendcd to the faiiiily of" Fcrendez; and 
had Snally been burnt uydcr the cdid of Philip, as affording fhdtcr 
to the rcufling party* 
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CHAPTER III. 

Harke i the ravenne Jlappes bys nvyngs 

In the briert^d delle belo^we ; 
Harke t $be detbe-oijolloude dothc fy7ige 

To tbc nygbte-mares as bete go. 

Chattertok. 

FERN ANiDO became every day more enraptured with the por- 
tratt, vititing every place of public rcfort, fiom the cljurcii down to 
tlic loweft public walks, in bopes ef meeting, if not the original, 
at I eaft, Tome figure which ^iiightdiftandy approach. He frequently 
complained to me of the ciiuel Angularity of his fate, in not fo much 
as knowing whether his miflrcfs were living or dead, young or old, 

1 conftantly ridiculed this fingblar whim : and, as our troops 
were foon tp quit Grcniida, ladvilcd him to throw away the pi<flurc 
aiad the dagger, and laugh wiUi nic at the whole adventure. He 
became moit rclcrvcd in his behaviour ; and I was notforry to be 
lefs troubled with his Winders tind conjcdiurcs about the origin of the 
miniature, which he Would willingly have made the conflant theme 
of ourdifcourfe. 

In about a fortnight we quitted Grenada ; and, after a tedious 
march offomc days, entered the province of Andalufia* At the 
firfl village on the road we halted with as many men as tlie place 
would receive ; the red of the party going forward. 

As we entered the yard of our inn, we found a travelling fortune- 
teller ; one of thofe men who fell amulets and charms, who vend 
aiuongft country pealknts philtres to procui e affejflion, and area 
nuifancc in ^ycry focicty where they are tolerated. He was mounted 
on a tub in the inn-yard, and furrounded with a gaping crowd of 
villagers and mulctceis, who were amufcd with his grotcfquc gel- 
turc^, and eager to buy his drugs, " ^ 

We took our ftation a little on one {Idc, admiring the iimpiicity 
of the peafaots, who believed him fiifl pbylician to the Emperor of 
Clnna. "Is it pofsible," faid I to Fernando, " the credulity of 
mankind can be Co abfuiti, as to believe a man who, by his own ac- 
count, is the richcft upon earth, and w^ho yet will play more tricks 
than a baboon lor a maravidie?" 

He overheard this obfervation ; for our figure had attracted his 
attention, and turning fuddcnly round, " Scnors,*' faid he, with 
a pcnctra:inp, look, " I know that which you want to know. I'hc 
iecrets I poffcfs no other man i^iherits," 
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Fernando immediately topic this fpccch to himfclf, wbichj in fa£l^ 
was no more, than the general cant of tbefc fellows ; but the per* 
pleidty of his mind made him catch at every thing that inclinied to- 
wards myftcry. " Let us now enter/' faid hcj " and retrefh our- 
fclvcSf we will examine this man after tbc villagers are cone.** 

•* V ery well," anfwercd I, *< we will both liave our iKriuncs told. 
The rogue has fccnby our drefs that we are of quality, and will 
make his gudlcs accordingly ; but, in the firft place— here, Hofti 
what have you got for fupper ?" The Hoft was-a jplly dark cora- 
plexioned tcllow, and thru (tin g his hands into his belt, he replied, 

*^ Plcafe you,^ my Senors, it grieves me to fay how bare we arc at 
prelent of provilions. Thclc doilors cairy fuch a train with tlicnl, 
that evejy thine is fwept away where tiicy come. I verily believe 
all the pigs and fowls in Andalulia would not ftay tlieir fmmachs a 
fortnight; and then, as to falads, they cleared my whole garden in 
anight, like a fwarm ot locuOs." 

'' Have you got any eggs ? — Can wc have an omelet, '* ^demanded 
Fernando.--" No, Senors," replied he bowing, *' 1 have not an egg^. 
nor any onions, nor garlic ; and bclidc, it is not a faft-day, fo that 
we have no filh in the whole village." 

*' Do you know us?'', cried Fernando impatiently: '* Do you 
know it is at your peril thus to treat the King's ofliccrs V* 

" I crave your mercy ^'* replied the hoQ. " I am lure fuch wor- 
thy Cavaliers cannot cxpedl fonicthing from notiiing ; and if I had 
the lupcrbeCl larder nobody Ihould be more heartily welcome.'* 

" Well, we I," cried I impatiently, "no prating, its cafy to 
fee what you a; c aiming at, you do not expcd\ us to pay you. I 
promifc you wc (hall notquaiteron you tor nothing; only ftif 
youifelf, awd let us have the conjurer to fupper."' 

" * lis done, Senors, 'tis done ; I always fup myfclf with the 
conjurer. I will endeavor to prevail on him to part with his (hare* 
Some (ff llis train have been out to forage, and they .never return 
empty. Meanwhile, Senors, wliat do you fay to a niaiichet, and 
a bottle of the right Barcelona.*' 

'* Fetch it, quickly," faid Fernando, and the hofl inftantly dif- 
appeartd. We had fcarccly entered into the queftion wc propofcd to 
put to the conjurer, when the hoft returned with the wine, and 
holding it up to the light, 

'* By the mafs," faid lie» " but this is the right fort, as clear as 
foimtain water, and as (trong as aqua vitse. I never uncork a hot*- 
tl« of tliis, but wljcn fome of his Majcfty's officers honor me with a 
call. Tl I be your tafler if you plcafe. " 

Wc were entertained with his humor, fo different from the QifF 
and grave manner of <ijUi|ians, and wc diverted ourfclves with iR* 
quiring about his neighbors, and jiftening to half a-dozcn talcs of 
village fcandal. " Now, this/* laid he, taking his glals very tiinii- 
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Ihirly, "is what 1 like i this tells mc, Senors, that you have fccn 
the world— fo have I, for that matter. The other day, there came ' 
here a gruff old Don, proud as a bafhaw, and grim as a ftarvhig 
worf. Marching here and tliere, and fay big nothing ta nobody, 
he looked for all the world like a man going tO* be hanged. His 
fcrvautsi indeed, told me, that he goes once a-ycar to Grenada to 
do penapce for his fins. Sure enough he looked like a murderer.*' 

"A murderer ["repeated Fernando; *' Did you fay he- wasa 
murderer?" 

«« No, Cavalier," replied the hoft, " I faid he looked like one, 
(and I have fcen murderers in Italy) ; but a man is not always to 
be taken by his looks ; or clfc, Senor, under favor, we ihould forac 
of us be in as bad a cafe as Don Grim.'* . >. . ' 

" You make very free with your.gueft, I think," laid I. 

«' Not more fo than 1 with them to be with me," replied he. 
*<Why now, Senors, can you gucfswhy I took up an inn, and 
left my dear little native village, in France, where 1 ufcd to cut 
lialr, and fhorten beards ? It was bccaufe I loved freedom and variety 
ofcharafter* An inn is more free than a palace; you do as you 
pleafe, come when you choofc, and go when you fancy. You meet 
all chara6lcrsonalevel> wit haslibSty to ihew itfelt, and modefty 
lofcs its ihame.** ^ 

<* So, mdeed, it appcats," cried Fernando with impatience, " if 
thou ever hadft any (hamc, fecal a little of it now, and leave us." 

" There i%^ true flhame and a falfe fliame,*' continued he cooUy : 
" the true (hame is— — " , 

*' Gealcthis impertinence,** cried 1 ; " go, and haften our ftippcr." 

«* It will be ready before you think of it," faid he. " Talking 
beguiles the timc^^ and in an inn a man has a right to fay what lie 

flcafes.'An inn is the center of mirth, jollity, and good living. 
Etiquette is left at the door ; and-fo, Senors, let us finiOithisbottfe. 
Ho I hoi by St. Chri(lovaJ,here comes his hi^i mightinefs, firfl: phyfx- 
cian to the Emperor of Chma, corn-cuttcr to the Cham of Tartary, 
and i^arcr of nails to the Great Mogul.'* * * 

We could not avoid laughing at the humor of oOr hofl ; but 
tlie dodor coming in, we preoaroi Icrioufly for iiipper, which was 
not ba4 of the kind. Our hofVs wine contributed to raife our fpirits^ 
aJid' he began to rally die dodlor on his occult prctcnfions. 

"1 beg," laid he, after weliad fupped, *' that you will now put 
me'to -the proof. I have heaid all your doubts, and will now en- 
deavor to remove them. In the firft place, let us have three candles." 
Wbcu the hoft quitted the room to oricr the lights, *' Send that 
man away," faid the dodlor. " 1 wiil aniufc him with ibme con> 
Hion fancies, a^d then yoa may ^t rid of him.*' 

** What is your name ?" inquired Fernando. " It is Almonfor, 
and niy native country isAi-abia, where tiie only puie knowledge 
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of the Caballa is to l)c acquired. You have faid, .jjhat, magic. Wng 
contrary to the^ general laws of oature, it is incredible and impol- 
siblcv but m^iembcr that every accident is a fpecici ot magTc, with 
thfr caufe of which wc are unacquain ted, Wcrel to take ionie grains 
of gun-powder, and kindle them before a company of rude Indians,** 
would they not fupfJofe nic acoiiipanipri of the infernal fpirlt. So 
wlien vvc rife to the higher ryttcni of the Caballa, or combination of 
natural principles/ the mafs of mankind ftands upon the level of 
fayages. ^ . ' ', 

"Nothing can be fairer,'^ laid 1; ** butj^cre comes? DcTormcs# 
The caudles being brought, Alnioiifqr amuftd us witli feyeral very 
curious experiments. In. partiailar, he took from his travel ling 
trunk a cryilal balbui and placing it upon the table between the three 
candles, ranged in equal angles, he poured into it a large phial of a . 
mixed liquor, which feparata^ in the bafon into different ffrata, the 
lowermoU taking the appe^ancc of granite, above that gravel, and i 
then clay, next flimc, and on the furfecc watcn^ Ipto this he 
poured ah elixir, and a metallic treeljegan to arifc, c3rt»anding gra«. 
dually into branches, icaves, and flowers. A few drops from a 
third phial caufed the bloffoms to fall, the leaves, to wither, and the \ 
trunk ta become in appearance dead. , .^. .j 

All this, though curious, fccmed within the limits of hurnan com- j 
prchepfioo ; but it confiderably raifcd our opinion of his ability, and, J 
having difmiiTcd the hoft, we began to qucluon him upon his powers i 
of prcliciencc* " ' 

" I would wifli,'' faid I, " to know whatfhaU h2it>pcn to inc ,r\ 
within the next three months ?" I 

/* You willlearn" faid he gravely, aftcf a fesv moments paufc, i 
'^pevvs which you do not wifli, and you will recjivc that Which all mea -^ 
defire." j 

"And I," faid Fernando ; ^^ what will happen to me?" ~ j 

*' Shew nic the palm of your left-hand. You will travcllong 
before y<>u find reft. You will be in danger of Rcfilhing by' vi- 
olence, whicli if you cfcape you may li^ to olid age." 
*« But of what Ibrt will be that violence ?'' 
. «By the fword," rctJlied Almonfori «< You have fome fcact : 
which now employs your thptights — ^bewtire of the cOnfcqucnccs." 

<' Here,*' faid Fernando, *' here isa pi^ure, can you telf me if . 
that lady lives?*' k 

Almonfor took the pi^lurc, and for fome moments ga«d upon it 
with filent furprirc. *' Where," cried he at iqigth, " where did 
you meet tftis?" Thea flarting uj), he exclaimed wildly, and with 
a look of "hon-or, ** Gold> cold'are now thbfc lips that once fwellcd 
as the rofe Of theTpriiig, and opened as the flower to receive the 
morning dew. This polifhcd forehead is no longer finooth, Time 
has piiutoGi hi^ fingers Upon ic Thole eyes clear as tlic living Iwftrei 
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•f the heavens are now dira as the (lar of twilight through the «t- 
pours of the evening* Thelc checks, blooming with the health of 
pcrfcft youth, aie pale, and hollow, and wan. Oh, Thnel lavage 
and remprfclcfs mohfler I what haft fhou left ofall that was lovely. 
The daughter of health, ofbcathy, of excellence, is gone/ Frcfli 
vidims feed thy pn4^ and thy power* CMi! children of a moment 5 
what arc yc? VifionS of the twilight, whh her go ye?" 

While he uttered thefe words, lie ftrode aliut the room, wiUi 
inarks of phrenzy in his eye; he paiifcd, damping with great agi- 
tation; he put his hand to his he«l in agony> and, fuddenly laying 
the pifture On the talile, darted out of the room, 

" What fay yoii to this man ?** inquired I ; ** do you think hini 
mofl knave or fool ?** 

** I think it is very extraordinary,'' replied Fernando, " Hi* 
knowledge is wonderful* Hasheiaot told us what will happen? 
, ;^id he not gupfs my fecrctf " ^ ^* 

" And who could not, ray friend?" returned I» " It is plaiUf 
at fird figjit of your countenance, that fomething preys upon your 
iiaind. There is no hazard in that conjefturc; and as to his predic- 
tionsj I will interpret thcrn. 1 arii to receive news 1 do not wifh, 
sind to gain that which all men deiire- In thefirft place I do not 
>yifh to hear the death of an/ of my relations, yet, in fo large a fa- 
mily, it may be a great chance if 1 00 not, or how man^ things arc 
there we do not willi tOs hear. "Jlien, what does aioldkr defire 
,more than honor? and what is more likely than tliat I fhall receive 
it, after a fuccef^fu) camxiaign." * 

": " But theiW' iaii Fernando, " how does he know that 1 am to 
iraveir' 

.' "Why are you not travelling now ? Arc^foldlers ever at reft? 
He has had the goodncls to tejl yoii, you arc in danger of violence* 
I hope, when you are in a field pf battle, you do not expcil to die 
in yowr bed ? and after you efcape all thefe dangers (mark his Ik- 
^acity) you may live to be old*'* 

*' JSutthis; pi^ure," faid my friend-^*' what horrors ipread over 
feis face when he fa w it, and how could he tell whether the origi- 
nal were living or dead,**^ 

" You obfcrved, when he took the pi(^ure how minutely he ex- 
amined it?— Front the workm^nftiip, the manner of the colouring, 
a^id tlie falhion, he could gucfs the time it was firft painted : the reft 
Was ^11 grimace and ftagc-trick to aftonifh the fenfes, and awaken, 
fuperftitioh." » 

; The Hoft here made his appearance, and infornled us; that the 
firft phyfician in the world was fuddenly token illj and bad retired 
to reft. *' And fb wijl we,." replied I : « I fee he is maflcr ef bis 
■ trade.'' 



In the morning^, on inquiring for Almonfbr, wc learnt tbatjha 
^d departed by break of day ; a tircumdancc that Haggcred evca 
Fci|nando, wlio began to feel the abfardity of chsrilhing an Incli- 
nation for a pcrfon perhaps mouldered into diift. 

Wc continued our rout till we arrived at Tolofa ; where wc were 
to remain for farther orders. We had made a long day's march, 
through a barren country, where the heat had much incommoded us, 
rendering reft very dcfircablc: the duties of ourefficc were there- 
fore no iSoncr over, and fupper finilbcd, than we retired to ourchani- 
btr. Our accomodation being here on a large fcale, we preferred fepa- 
rate beds ; and 1 indulged myfelf with tbe profpc€l oi a night's re- 
pofe, which rarely falls to a foldicr on a march. 

Fernando pi-evented my flccping by frequently exclaiming, 
** What is that opprefTes my fplrrts ? I am certain, Albert, fome 
misfortune Jiangs over me." Twice lie awoke me as 1 was linking - 
to flecp, with inquiries, if I was well ; and cxprcfsions of fear, that 
fbme accident was about to befall us. ' I was by no means plea fed 
with thcli; iiitciTUptions, which to me fcemed the offspring ot Uipcr-_ 
ftition, in a mind that had given way to melancholy forebodings, 
and defired he would fuffer me to fleep. 

About the middle of the night, 1 was alarmed by a con fidcrablc 
prcifure upon my brcatt, whfch was fo heavy that I could fcarccly 
breathe. On opening my eyes, 1 perceived, by the light of a lamp 
which burnt in the room, the figure of a man Icanjiigovcr me, wirh ■ 
bis left hand upon my breaft. 

** Marquis of Dema," faid he, '« rife!" '\ 

** I am not the Marquis de Dcnia,'* faid I, ** my father is yet 
. alive."—*' He is dead T' laid the perfon : *' Rile I rile immediately 
and make no noife.'* * 

I was aflonifhed, as you may believe, at this addrels from a per- 
fon I had never fecn before; and though I was confidcrably alarmed 
for my own fafety, I began to drefs— the fl ranger fitting down by 
the be^-fide. '' What is it you want," faid I, ** at this fingular 
hour?*'—" Not more fingutar,'* he replied, *' than the bufeneft 
upon which I amcomel— Haften, Marquis! — Time wears apace— 
Follow me r* , - 

** Follow you I'* repeated I; "to where? — May I not awaken 
my friend?*'—" No !" replied he ; ** look at mc and obey me.'» 

1 llartcd with an unkaown fenfatlon, when I difHnguifhed by the 
dim twinkling lamp, that he was drcffed as a common Ibldier— his 
eyes looked wildly upon me ; and his countenance was the coun- 
tenance of death. The Hory of my friend rufhed upon mc with con- 
vidlion. " This," thought I, " is the being whom he met in tlic 
defile; he announces my father's death, but v^hercforc docs he vifit 
me." I felt the dreadfiil ncccflity- of obeying him, and tbllowcd Uis 
motions in filcncc». 



' I obfetvd*tijat his (icps admitted iio found; and my terror in- 
creajcd when I beheld thcdoprs open before us, and clofe at the wav- 
ing of his haiid. " Wh^t docs this mean V* thought I; " am I to 
give credit to my fcnfcs, or do I dream ?" 

He led the way without fpeaking or looking round, till we paffcd 
the town and croffed tlie Bridge at the end of it. I then ventured 
to inquire where I was to go? and to what purpofc? 

" Marquis of Ehnia, follow me," was the onIy>nfwer I received^ 
and that ma tone of voice 1!b unufual, that 1 had not fuflicient cou- 
rage to r^ply* 

,. W? pafled acrofs fcveral bye-patiis, and over fcveral bridges* till 
J became fo tired I knew not how to pixKeed. We at length en- 
tered a thicket that Ipread along the banks of a river I and, after 
rGiTic Vutie, canie to an high embankment, whicli was covered with 
thick sa\d almoft impenetrable trees, hai^ging over the ftream, whoTe 
cheerl eft waves emitted a melancholy found beneath us. No path 
fecmcd to lead from this difmalfituation, total darkncfi hung round 
us, and we flood upon the brink of a precipice. I ftarted at my 
Situation. 1 had hitherto obeyt-d implicitly the motions of fliis 
©range phantom, and I recoiled at remembering the tales of my 
childhood, which here fccmed realized in my prcfent uncertain fitu- 
ation, where death feemcd to await me, and no human Wp was 
nigh. The magnitude, of my danger aroufed my rdblt)tion :— " I 
will go no further,*' cried I, *' your purpoit may fu rely be as Well 
^nfwered here as. at a^ mile diftancc.^-Speak) tell mc vvliat you 
want?" ^ 

*' Do you mark this place ?*' faid he, "Time and you fhjill bear wjt- 
ncfs.— Bcrnando Cocllo is your friend I — he is minel-^hc has given 
his word !—— Attend rile I" 

He motioned to a thicker part of the foreft— rny feet feemed to 
move againfl my will — and about fifty paces led to a fmall circle of 
trees, thick fy furroundedby undcr\Vood. As well as I could per- 
ceive through the gloom, it appeared one of thofc -clole rcccircs, 
vhcre robbers might fafely lurJ^ to fall upon the lonely traveller. I 
liad acquired greater courage from the fuccefs of my hfl addrefs. I 
■paufed again, and tnriiing round to this myflcrious being — ^* For 
vVhat have you led me here?" demanded I in a firm voice. 

*' Afcend that tree, Marquis,"' pointing with his hand; *' hida 
yourfelf amidft the foliage — wait lor an hour; but, as you viiltic 
your lif^ be filent." 
" Kidiculousf'laidl, " What am I to fee there ?" 

" A re you not already iatisfiedj" faid he flcrnly, "that my words 
are no jell ? — Touch me and know wlietlier the gi-ave can lie'l'* 

I Oretchcd out my hand to his, but no ice could have been colder «.- 
— I Ihrunk back unable to reply. He pointed In lilencc to the t»-ec;. 
amd, , after fuch coj^vi^ion, i could not difobey. 1 looked d^i'^w 
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wlicniiiad rcaclicd-thcfirfl boughs, where tlic leaves vs%rc fiiffi'*- 
chnd^ thidc to conceal me, but he was gone ; and 1 remained fomc 
time in a confufion of mind eaiily accounted for. i-became accuf-. 
'tomed to my fituation ; refledling on the little forcfight we pofTefs, 
with all our boafted fagacify. Sliould I nothave confidered the man 
as infenc, wha niould have whifpered me, when I was retiring to 
reft at Tolofa, that 1 (hould pafs part of that night in a tree in a 
foreftlJcnew not where? How many times have we experienced 
fimtlar circumftances, and yet we boaft of our k^owlcdge^ 

I had continued at my pofl about half an hour, when 1 heard 
voices advancing* Two men approaclied, and fat down on the 
grals beneath me. Their voices were harftl aad tevere ; but the 
darknefs did not allow me to diflinguifh more. . 1 remained in fi- 
iencc, as 1 had been cautioned, icarccly daring to thinks left I 
ihould betray ray fituation. Oiie of them, with a rapier, exa- 
mined the buflies ; while the other, taking a daik-lantcrn from be- . 
neath his black cloak, placfcd it upon the grals, and fprcading a coarfc 
cloth, opened a fioat-iki^i .bag, from which he took fome pieces of 
chcefe, and bread* andgarJic, The other, being fatisficd no perfoii 
was concealed, fat dosVn with his comrade, .and bejjan eagerly to cat. 

** Thefe arc hard times, Lopez,** iaid he ; " this, is not the fare 
w« ufcd to have in former days when our fcrvices were wanted." 

"By the, Holy Virgin !''" repl'cd Lopez,. '*he (hall repent It!-^ 
His borrowed honors fliall be. taken away!— The fccret tliat wc ' 
inow (hall blaft him to the caiter.— The MOorilh caftle ■■ ; '* - 

"Aye, Lopez, tliat caQlc might tell a tale I—But that is in our 
ownbreaft, and the very win^s (hall not hear it, till the proper time. . 
Were my fufpicions certain, by the blading liglitmBg.' 1 would . 
make them Twallow my rapier!" - 

•' I have my doubts upon that bufinefs, Jacques ; fof 1 heard two , 
V9ices, or 1 would then havobcen fatisficd.— You know I am no . 
coward,, but that chamber unmanned me." 

" Hjid 1 been therr," faid Jacques, " my nerves would not have 
been fo weak, 1 would have toi'd a better tale'; but you was flartled ; 
at the tempcft of the night,,and let two fimple travellers carry away 
the only poiltivc proof \yt could.bring. . That dagger vyouldof iticlf . 
have confounded him ; and. wc might have lived like princes." ~ • 

1 began to fufped^ that this" Lopez had, been the man. whom wc 
had heard crofs the chamber of tlic IVjfoorilh tower, and I contefs I ' 
began to tremble at my fituation. 1 liftened* fcarcely daring t» 
breathe, to the dili:ourfe of thefc wrcU^hc^ whole, horrid featurt^ 
wcrc.but partially, vifible by tlwJ cUm light of the lantern which 
bann between them. .Tliey continued to -eat and difcouilc; min- 
gling their words with execrations and oaths. , 

t' Ti;e old Don is r.ot rctunicd," faid Lopez ; *» he j:ays a regu^ 



1 

i 



3t 

lar vifitto that ruin.-^Dodhc go to examine the wreck he- hat- 
made, or to visit tbe dead ?** 

"Thinkli *hoVi, Lopez, that blood hurts his con fcienc^?— no, 
no, he flceps tranquil upon a bed of carnage — no ghofts trouble his 
iluinbcrs : but we Ihall ftait upon him more fcarftiHy than the 
crave — we (hall demalid a rccooapenfc for oiy- fcrviccs that will not 
Dceaiily fatisfled. He thought wc were Iccure when the Turks took 
the galley.** 

"And yet, Jacques,^* replied Lopez, "1 have heard another 
fiery. Every pcafant can tell you the morofenefs of his behaviour 
— ^favage to his daughters, and a tyrant to his fcrvant8» Something 
they fay he has fcen, and 1 know not — " 

" Away with this folly !" cried Jacques, " by St. Peter ! Lopci:, 
you become an old woman-i— You will be ufdefs- in the profcfslon, - 
if you lend your ear taall the babbling tales of thtft idiots. — Seen I 
halhaj" 

*'You are mcny, comrade/' replied Lopez ; " we have no aqua 
vitat^or I might bear you company* Bbt I have not forgot that night 
—tearful indeed it was, and. near this place too ! I (hall never forget 
bow he ftrugglcd— •' 

"At itagain !'*^*cried Jacques.— "Aye, aye," fnid Lopez, " yoii4 
n^ayjeft, JacqiMs; pity never entered your compofiiion. Indeed, 
for that matter, I have not niuch to fpare : but, by the Holy Vir- 
gin! I felt fome repugnance-^the wind whiftlcd about us, and the 
rain fell. — He little dreamed of the journey he was going to take I** 

" I love not thcftf Horics," fald Jacques, in a gruff voice; " ma- 
ny a man fets out on a journey, that never comes-back again. Jt 
fccms he has got rid of his Iccond wife as eafy as tlie firft! On my 
foul, I wilh.we coulc^acccimmodate matters with him ; he is fuch a 
true Ton ot the blade, that my heart feels a fricndfhip fer him. — No- 
body Ihouldhave ferved him truer, if he had not fo meanly floppqd • 
cur (alary. — That galls me, and he fliall repent it." 

" That lie fliall,'* cried IiOpez:."butyou remembcr.tlic hint that 
I dropped you the other day? if we could bring that to^bcar, our ■ 
fortunes would be no more put at the elbows. I have fecathc ladies 
they .are dcUcaie creatures,, and no doubt old Don PadiJla will com- 
ply to favc his neck.'' 

" 1 know but one ob^cdlion,^- faid Jacques ; " his - nephew has • 
not long been of age— he is the paly male heir, and mufl be firft put 
out of the way." *' Fernando," replied Lopczy. in a low voice, " is 
no'v at Toloia— we will- — — '? 

My rage and horror-at thefe words overcame my reafon, ar.dpr«- 
veuicd my lillehing further toa pla4> which raifed me almoft to mad- 
ncfs. " Villians I Murderers 1" exclaimed L " We are betrayed!" ' 
cried Lopez, (huttiog the lantern, " who can have overheard us^ . 
but deatl^Hiall dole lus mouthJVom telling tales.'V 
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Ohc of thcmiinmcdlatcly fired a piftcl into the trc^, the baO of 
which rufhcd amongfl: the leaves without hitting me, it being totally 
dark. I wras aware of the extent of my own imprudence, but it was 
now too bte to regret, and leaping irom the tree, fword in hand,: 
the force of my weight brought one of tbcnigip the ground, and my 
fword pierced him through the heart. It was fo finnly fixed, paff- 
ing through him into the earth,, that I endeavored in vain to with- 
di*aw it, and I' lay upon him at the mercy of bis comrade, who ki- 
Hantly fh*uck at me with a dagger, wounding me fevcrcly in the armi 
Jh t^e <}ark he could not diftinguifh me from his companion, and rc- 
.^ting his blow, he buried it in the body of his friend ; fvV'carijag . 
hehadMiowdonemy bufmcli: but to make fure, he lifted the pif-. 
tot be had difehargcd, and, with a blow,, deprivedmc of. fenfc.. 



CHAPTER IV. 
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Tbi'p bears the marks of more than nt0^taltnan* 

WHEN I recovered, I found that it was lierning* I at*- 
tempted to rife, but was jo weak with lofsof blood, tliat it was with; 
'extreme pain and difficulty I crept away from tlw body of the. 
aflafsin, which was clotted witbgorc* * . .. 

I (at down on a bank,, whtrc I was To much overcome with 
feintnds^ that Icxpedpd every moment to br^themy lafl. V^hilc; - 
Ifat thtfs, with the horrid objedl of the dead body before mc, I re- 
flededupon tlie death of n?y father, vyhich,.after \vhat had happened,, 
I could no longer doubt ; and the awful manner in \v:liich I had re- 
ceived the inforn^ation, added to the melancholy tidings* 

No perfon approached* and;tny voice was too feeble to be heard* 
1 looked round, but thc-place was wild, and withput any path that 
1 could dlftin^uifhr V. In this fituation I gave myfclf up to the ex- 
pedlar ion of death ; and I cannot lay 1 felt the regret which mig!)t 
liave been expected in one fo young, and with fo many prolpedis of 
future plcafures,, . ] ^ 

" At niofty^ thought I^ **a very few years wouldJinve depilved this 
body of its vigour, and reduced it,to itsprcrent mibecility — my fcn- 
fes would have gradually decayed— my yeais would have fleeted by as 
moments — ^and my place would, in a very fhoK;t time, have been no* 
longer acknowledged amongfl the living. Fearful and tremcndoug 
moment 1 inconceivable change !t— But this prcfcnt moment and my 
body is ammated with various fcnfations, my mind is endowed with 
the powers of r^flcdllon — yet how loon, and 1 fl\all be, like that 
bod/ before mc,,a mafs of inert and unconfd^us matter V* 
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From thcfc meditations 1 fell into a rc\'cric, from which 1 waa 
roufcd by a flight rufllc of the bianchcs, and, raifing my eyes, I 
perceived fomething move along the thicket. I elevated my voice 
as loud as p^fsible, but my efforts were too feeble to be heard, and 
I refignedmylclf again to my fate, A moment after a little dog 
r came barking into the copfe, followed by two ladies, who were led 
by his clamcHirs. 

At fight ok* the difmal Iccne which prcfcntcd to their eyes, they ut* 
tercd a loud cry of horror ; one of them appeared nearly faiBting, 
. Icanuig upon her companion for fupporti which^ delayed their flight, 
-.and gave me time to arred dieir attention* 

*' Ladies," faid 1, " take fomc compafsion upon a wounded 
f!ranger. If it is in your power fend mc fome afsiflance, or 1 fliall 
perifh.". 

^' HoiyMoriierr'.faid one of them, di*awing her corapaninon 
r»carer, " what a fight is this ! How come^ you in this terrible fitu« 
ation ? ^nd wlio is tl)at pcrfon before you drenched in blood ?*'. 

** That, lady," replied I, "is a robber. Two of them fell upon 
Die; the one you fee lies there, and the other has cfciipcd.'* 

*' Is he near this placed' faid the other lady, lookinc; round with 
a fearful eye afid a changing countenance. *' Let us haften, Virgi- 
nia, to fcnd fome aiFiftance. Whence come you, Cavalier?" 

*| I am an officer,'* replied I, " 1 came from Tolofa, where Ihavc 
a friend, if you will have the goodnels to lend for him.'^ 

"It is fifteen miles, from: here to Tolofa, and you raufl havo 
affiltance fooner," anfwered the lady ► 

" lam certain," Tcturncdl, '* that I walked from Tolofa to 
this place in half an hour.'* " 

" Poor Givc'.lier l»' fiid Virginia, '/ let us make haflc, Almira ; 
be is already lightheaded, and may die before we call get any aflill- 
ancc.*' 
^ They haflenedawayt leaving me not knowing whit to think, or 
how it was pbilible that I could have walked fo great a diftance in fo 
ihort a time, unlefs; my fenfcs had been under fome powerful dclu* 
fion. , 

\xi about a quarter of an hoiir they returned with feveral fervants, 

Who niadea litter of boughs, upon which I^was placed, after tak* 

ing a cordial from the fair hands of Virginia ; who fccmed to take 

particular intercft in my fitujition, and charnied me with the iympa* 

thtzing tcndernefs of her difpofition. 

With fome difliailty the fervants carried mc amongft the low un- 
derwood of the thicket, which fpi'ead and extended into a foreft ; in 
the midft of which we arrived at a large gothic building of confidera- 
ble magnificence. Its gloomy turrets frowned over the waving land- 
fcapc, and feemed to nod defiaacc to the black mpimtains of Sierra 
Mo; cna, whkh arofc behind it. 
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A diamlxsr was allbtted me by tlic ladle?, under the direftion q 
©vcr-headcd domeftic ; and a icrvant difpatchc^ to Toloihto info 
liiy friend of the accident, and \6 brings ftrgcbn to mf adiUahc 

In the mean time I felt mylclf confiderably relieved, ftom 
nrofpc^t i had of tranquility, and tlie nourLinmeiJt I had tafe 
1 inquired of the fcrvant that attended nUj v/U^ Was tlie ownpr 
the caftle, and what was its name. 

« It is called,** anf^^ered he^ « the Caflle ofMontillo, and 
iwme of his Excdlenza is Don Teyarro Padilla*^" :^ 
^ " Don Padilia I" repeated L in furpiiie ;. " is this the caftle 
DonPadilla?" 

'** Do you doiibt it ?'* faid the fervant. *^ What is tbcre wonc 
fulinthati" 

"OnothingI I only thonghtlt ftrange that I ftiouid have ra 
bled to far. Is Don Padilia at hom^-'V ; ' 

*V.No," anfwcred her ^^hc is gone tb tajce .hjsjufual jpiij-ncy 
Grenada, Perhaps you might noi have been lp;vveJconie hap 
been here." . 

'^ Why fo, friend? How foon do yon expeft him ?*" 

" He uiuaily ftays & iBOntbr; and now he has been gone a fc 
night.'' 

"1 fuppole tlkclc ladies ard his daughters ?— they are very fine ^ 
men." / '■ J- ■;■ '.'-■- ■, 

^J-Ayc, aye, Cavalier,** returned he with a broad giin, ***tis 
pity you could notgct iiere without this ugly adventure ; I wan: 
we fhoiild liave had fine -ipprt now fcjs Exccllepza is away. I 
fare the caRJe is more like a dungeon than anything elle clc 
months in the year." 

"I fuppoie you have not tnany balfe and feaftswhen he is p 
fent? faid I> '^Inndcrftand he is very melancholy*** This II 
gathered from the dcfcription 1 had of him by our hoft De lorm 
and I make no doubt but this >vas the man the villiarns had ni 
tioned. To my interrogation the fervant replied : 

"Melancholy, Cavalier Ivvhy he*s worfc than niclancholy, 1 
flark mad at times! then woe to poor Miguel if he co^ncs in 
way ! And as to dances, and thelc fiirt of things, O Lord I whr 
never dare move a foot about the ho^le, but as if we^ were wall; 
^ to a funeral ; ufilefs wlicn his Exccllenza want^any thingi andti 
we nniftfly, quick, flalh, like, lightning, at the turn of his lia; 
Then if he'was to ice any of us feugh, he fijes in Inch a plaguy t 
fion, you would think we had robbed hiai^' 

•* But can you give no account, for this difpoCtion— h furely c 
BQt be natural?"^ - _ 

** In my opinion it is the mofl unnatural humor in the vor! 
but I believe its this old gloomy dungeon of a place. — lekk you ko< 
it puts mc ^uitc in the hon-qrSv myfett' j I aVt like tlic Cunt a 
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was\ylieB 1 firft cainc hcif. .Tlwn there are fuch Tories about its 
dark and winding fiairs and pAflagcs, empty chambers, gloomy dun- 
geons, ^nd terdbic phantoms, thdt it would make your hair Aand* 
an end to liear tHcm. There's old Oonzalez knows a pretty many 
oi them ; but he's a clofc dog, hum*s iand ha's for aa hour, aiw 
then taids witha flirug. and a fiod.** 

**; I inquired it he had eVer fecn any of thofc pliant<mis he men* 
tionedf" he replied, 

** 1 can't fay that I have; but I have beard groans enough to 
curdle the blood in my veins. Tlien they fay that the clafhing of 
fwords, and/hiveringofminour may be frequently heard in the eaft 
iideofthccaftlc, which has been f hut up this twenty years, and not 
a foul is allowed to enter any of the chambers; though tor that, 1 
believe, if the doors were let wide open, nobody would have the Icaft 
cUriofity, unlefs it were the ladies.^ Th«y, tobefure, once or twice 
afkcd the keys of his Exccllenzaj but they might as well have aikcd 
.for Hs whifkcirs l" . - ,; 

" Is Don Padilla married ?•• Inquired 1, 
I *'No, no/' Olid Migue^ "be has been twice married already? 
\ but for that matter he wanted to be fo a tliird time, but Donna Ifa- 
'• bclladidnot like to vciiturc, after wliat had happened to his firft 
wives.*' 

** What did happen, Miguel," faid I, « Is not death a common 
accident?" — **Yes, yes : but then the^manner is fometimeS dificrcnt. 
Ndw, for my part, 1 Kbould like to die in my i)ed ; and you, as a , 
foldier, would like to die in a battle, ^r fo—" ^ . 

*^ Not altogeth^," i*cpl icd 1, fmiling j " but what was tnerc par- 
ticular in the death of Pad iUa's wives ?" 

^* Nay, Gavalicr, I did not fay th<?rc was any thing particular- 
report is never to be believed— or elfe to be fure if one was to be* 
lievc report, things were bad enough,— rBut I do not like talking^ 
and to fay truth, if what I have already faid were to come to his 
lixcclTenza's ears, I muft troop from the caftle. Nobody know* 
for ccitain* unlefs it is old Gonzalc«; and he's alrooftas fifcnt as my 
lord. He'll fit for wliole hours, and fay nothing to any mothe!''s 
foul of us.— I would^ive any^ thing to know as much as he know».'» 
I began to be tircf wi^i the loquacity of Miguei, wIk) feemed 
vnHing to tel! cvei-yHhing which I had no wifti to hear ; and find- 
ing an inciination to deep, 1 defued he would do as he had intimatedf 
^id leave me« . v 

It was fome hours before I awoke; when 1 found my lei f confi- 
derably revived, and the confijfiort of my head tranquil ized. On 
opening my eyes, I beheld myjr lend Fernando fitting hy me— his 
countenance pale as death. He would not fuffcV me to be awakened 
on his arrival f judging well, that red was as necefiary to me as m£« 
dicjnc. 
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The furgcon then came in, and, Iiavlng ex&mincd my wouni 
jRircd mc that in a very few days I might leave hiy chamber, 
am very glad of it," faid Fei riando, " as his prcfeiicc at Madrk 
be lieceffary as foon as poflible," 

•* What bufincfe requires mc there?" faid I; *' have ypu 
then?"—** Htjard what?'* demanded he, with an inquiring 
** Have you received any news from Madrid J'* 
' «* Ahl my dear friend,*' anfwcred 1, " you Ivave received ; 
count of my fatfeer's death, and fear ^to alarm me by an baft 
clofure ; but it was known to me fome hours fince." , - 

" You fui-prifc mc,*' faid he : '\thc courier arrived at Tolo: 
a moment before we came from thence— idifmounted to break 
the packet. When I arrived here, 1 found you afleep, am 
told you had been fo near two hotfrs ; how thcp is itpofsibl 
could have received thcfc tidings!" 

" I knew itlaft night at Tolofa,*' replied!; *^ but at a 
convenient opportunity 1 will explain." He immediately cc 
bended mc, and remanlned lilent; 

In the evening I found myfelf fo muck recovei-cd, that I ( 
Fernando would come and nt with me; and, under pretei 
family concerns, we a^itted no vifitor. 1 then explained 1 
the ftrange circuraltancSs oi thepircceding night, which increa 
Hjelancholy air. 

" This, my dear Albert," faid he, " H no common bu 
but why you and I fhould be feiefted as inftruments cdnfoun 
'Tistrue, that this Don Padilla is an urideof mine, he.w 
mother** youngeft brother, and, if his dauf^hters uic without i 
am his Cole heir. ' I have alio a dormant claim upon this very 
but as I never heard that my family had received any particu 
jury from him, i did not wifh to enter into any procefs, 
would appear as unuatui*al on my part. His firlt wife died fu 
Wlxcn 1 was veiy young — I believe it was from a furieit at a 
and then he married again in a (horter time than was decent.' 
*^ Do you remember the narfic of the firft lady ?'' inquired 
*' Her name was limy ra : if I remember right, ftie was 
tcr to tlie then governor of Lima." 

" Holy Heavdnl" exclaimed I, *^are you certain, my fii 
what you fay ? If fo fhe was my mother's filter.— A fiftcr wli 
has long lamented as fwallowed up in ancartlxiuake with her hi 
' after lierfclf, who ifras the elder filter, returned to Spain, a 
married to the Marquis my father. But how could Ihc luvc i 
edunkno\yn in Spain?'* 

*' That is very eafily accounted f^* anfwered Fernando. . 
Padilla never leaves tkis retreat. My motiier was his fifter 
father died a few months after his marriage, and my mothc 
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hour which ^avc ftic birth.. Thus I was left to the protedllon of 
giKii'dians; and was educated at the caftlc of the Marquis de los 
Vcloa, to whole intercft, bctbrc his death, 1 owed the commVrsipu* 

flnow enjoy,- till I fhall be: of age to claim my father's property. 
My information relative to Don Padilla is vague. I know only ' 
_ tbt a l\ttlc after his fiiVei-'s death, after having run through hi^ for- 
tune, lie went abroad an extravagant fi5en(Jthrift. In our w^flcrnj 
coloijics he contrived torcpaif his fgrtuhe, by means whicJi are Rii-' 
tnown ; and, when he returned, he difclainied all conncdlion with 
his relations^ from motives ofrefentment at their iormal refufal to 
fnpply his extravagance, and ^ from that morofenefs of difpofition 
vvhicli, Iain informed, renders his life a burden to himfellV He 
has two daughters, I was told, very fine wom^n; but, till this day^ 
1 had never the plcaiure of feeing them." 
I inquired, who was the lady he had made his fecond wife? 
\ . ** He married a lady irom Grenada, about the time of Philip's 
■* p^vfecution of the Moors,*' replied he ; ** but of her I know no 
niore, than tiiat (he died fn lefs tlian a twelvemonth, leaving a 
diughter, the Lady Almira." 

** What you have informed ftie," faid I, " opens upon me new 
fccnes. Wejc you not very much frightened at my lingular ab- 
fence?"- ^ • 

*' I had more rcafon to be frighted than you may imagine,*' faid 
he. *' Youkiiow what ftrangc forelyidin^^s hung upon my mind; 
[■ and when I did fleep, it was Oppreffive and heavy. I)nages of nn- 
[ cbnnefted f«'ms filled my mind, and harafled my imagination. 
Mcthought that the figure of the wounded foldier ftood over me, 
with ai]ger in his countenance, and I heard h-m pronounce my 
name. I fancied that 1 awoke, and he ftood bcfide mc. 

" Fernando," f:\id he, '' what re^»ard do you pay to vonr pro- 
mifcs! Mv Icrvirc never intcrnipts youi' occupations,— .Rife! rife! 
your friend \s far hence! — If he falls revenge him, for he is in my 
fervice! Behold me I mark mc! know me!*' cried he in a louder 
voice; and, tlirowing open his foldier's drefs, 1 beheld beneath it a 
Moorilh robe ftaincd with blood, which appeared even then to trickle 
down from feveral' wounds. I turned away my eyes w/th horror, 
and was fo agitated, that 1 awoke in reality from this double dream; 
and, ftarting from my bed, went immediately to awaken you. — 
My ag-tacion and terror was extreme when I found you abfent* 
Then all the warning of the phantom ot ^\y mind nroic into reality; 
1 believed tliat you were certainly murdered ; and I utitcred a Cry of 
delj>air, which alarmed the houlc. 

** After fearching eve; y part of the inn, I difpatclwd fevcral mcf* 
fcngers round the town and its environs with very little hope: for 
it appeared to me above comprchcnfion, ihat you (hould have left 
your room, and the ititif and yet all the doors remain faftened* 
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From Ji>y anxiety I was relieved by the arrival of your meffcngcf- 
I£hinki however, we may both leant that feme event of strai^c 
incident hangs over us.*' 

«' TJiat admits of no dduBt,^ replied I : ''^ . it .is^not for trltes the 
iifual order of nature is interrupted. If X,Wc fupcrl^itioiis I might 
now fajiicy Almonfortdbca.magirian; but, asl faiibefove, ^ny 
inan iT)ifiht roalce th^ fame gUGfTes, vvith the feme ceitainty of trttth 
-^tbis, however, is very different. The rpiritottiie dead, for import' 
tajit rcafons, ^ may be pcrmittt-d to appear ; l^ut no mail can be J^p- 
polfcd to have powci' to call up sn evil, fpirit^ or the foul of a dcpaitc3 
human being atshis plcafufe, to iatisfy ap Tdlc atid inipioHis cmiofity : 
as little probable is it, that any finite creature can be nmftsr of future 
c\'ent«j/» 

" I am of your opfRiDn/' replied he : ^' but what am I Co do?-r- 
Am I to cha-rge Pfidilla with the murder of X know not who ?— 
How am- 1 to bring .proof of fuch a charge ?'* ^ 

*' We muft wait/v aniwered I. "^Singular events have brought 
us to this caftlc, at a time when adrnfiUon was alone poiliblc : fof 
^I am informed|^that his jcaIouly,'or his confciciice,*prevcnts him ever 
opening his gates to a Iti^anger* 1 have been told very ftrangc re- 
ports arc circulated, about the next range of apartments ; at prefent 
1 am not fully hitormtd: but, ifpolsiblc, we will cxamiHc that ficfc 
of the building. lam now confiderably intereftcd; as well from 
the adventure of the aflafsins, as byvvh^t I have how leiiiit from, 
yourfelf regarding my mother's^ fifter." 

The attention tliat 1 received from my friend, aiid the fair fiftery, 
in a few days refined mcfo far as to be able to walkabout my 
cliamfcer ; biit though the Wounds of my body were amended, I 
found tiiat my heart had received an imprcffion not fo cafily to be 
remedied j though 1 concealed from Virginia that I was the Ton of 
bcr mpthcr's fifter. \ 

. , My friend encouraged me to- hope, by repeating to ine many lit- 
tle thing!^ Virginia ha4 faid in niy favor to lier riller and-himlelf : 
'* And," added he,> kiughing, '* 1 believe 1 have made fume progreis 
in the afFcftion of my couCn Almira." 

*•! congratulate you,!' faid I ; ^* tliat will be a'diing like a ni»su 
r-She is a little bctrci- than a pidure." . 

"I allow her ir.crit," anfwered he; '''but fancy yoo know i« 
every thiii^ with a lover: and 1 do not believe llliall cVer iinccrcly 
lovc,_tiIl 1 find a lady rcfcmbliij^ this chaiming pidlure." 

At thcfc words he took it frofrrhis befom, where it always hung^ 
and gazed upon it with pleafure> " There is Certainly tome little 
likenels,** Ciid he, "in the general outline, between tliis and m^ 
coulin Almira ; but then flic is by no means fo fin'iihed a creature.** 

While he was thu? fpcaking, old Gonzalez had entered the room 
without our noticing him; his eye glancing upon the pidure, he 
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Itriilcdf"; ftnff putting feck his white locks, ^' AH, Cavalier,*' faid fie, 
** you ape an happy imn, you wear your miftrtfs hi your bbfom ; 
wttt yoii favor an old iimn with the figlrt of a young btaitty ? I 
have iccn many a tair. flower. blqom and wither ; 1 am now withered 
luyicH', for tliat matter, but yet it plcafcs file to fee a pretty face." 

" Look upon this then," (aid Fernando, " and tell me if jrou ever 
itiw a prettier.** The old imn then took the portrait in his hand, 
and gazing upon it, ftood niotioniefs, while the tears trickled from 
K'? eyes in large drops, 

" Why is th«?** laid Fernni>do, fonicwhat furprii^d^ « Witjr 
do you w^ep, n)y friend ?*' • - . 

" Forgive me,** aniwcred he ; ^forgive an dd mail who is full of 
fanciful conceits : thiit piclure brought tbrmci- times to my rcqollcc- 
tloxv— days long ap,o p^one away." - 

. " But what circumitancc does this pifture recal, Gonzkkz, that 
you weep? Does it remind yoii of any one you knew r" 

*' Afr, Cavalier I*' laid he, fliaking his head, " I could fhew jbu 
a pi6lurc cxa^ly like it in the pidure gallery ; it was accounted an- 
admirable likencfti of my late minrefSj^ the mother of Lady Almira; 
but it is fomewhat okkr than this portrait rcprcfents. Is this lady 
alive, Scnor?" 

. Fernando^ wfeo was finking fafl into rcfledlion, was aroufcd it 
thij quefVion, which he did not expeft. 

**1 know not,*' replied he, ** whether ftie is or no ; but could^you 
cot oblige me by Ibewing me the pldlure gallery ?— You have raif<id 
my curiofity for you know we are always intercftcd by trifles, if they 
relate toourfclves.'* , 

Gonzalez looked at Fernando, repeating, " By trifles, Scnor!'** 
— ** Yes, trifles,-* an fwercd Fernando : " do you confidcr. it a j^rcat 
lavorto fhcw mcthcife p'nSltires P^ 

<* Aye,j that was not what we w«re faying," replied GonzalcL 
" Well^ wclJ,** laid Fernando, " never mind what we were faying ; 
will yod lead me thitlwrnow wefhall liavc fufficient time hctorc the 
iun lets.— 1 never did fee my aunt living, and now I ihould wiih 
to fee hp refembUnce." 

*^ Your aunt I*' repeated Gonzalfez, in. apparent furprlfe ; ** w^ 
Lady Zidarta your aunt ? — ^Holy Fjithersl is this poflible ?^' 
^ " 1 allure you 1 (peak truth," replied Fernando. *' Did yoii^ 
not know that l.am of the family of tjie Coello's, and that Don 

Padillawas-r*' ' 

; ^' Yes, yes^ npw I remember,*' aijfvverrd he; *'but it is very 
flrtgCilar. — If you will follow me, Scnor, and.piake'butTictle noile 
we win go by the back pa'ffa^s. Servants are fb curious, Jjnd to 
fond* of the marvellous, that any thiiig in a laigc gothicbmlding like 
this cxci CCS ihcir wonder.** 
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I Wftuld willingly have accon^panicd tiiem, but I feared too m. 
exertion; 'i«4 I doubted not but my liieiid might gain, more 
fdnnatioji alone — tJiis caiitipiis domcftic not being caiily i|iducd 
; general confidence. , 

^ After traverfing fevcral dark ard Winding paflage^, they cntc 
a larpc room very elegantly iurn fhcd in the old Spanifli ftiltr, </ 
tiquc Vipcttry coverall the wallh, alqiig: which ranged a number 
whole length p;6lure» of generations long {}ncc mouldered into di 
At the upper end of the gallery appeared t»vo large gilt frames, a 
in place oi paintingv a curtain of black filk hung down, cxa(f 
covering the cnnvats. , 

*'Tha;e," faid Gopz lez, >^ arc the pi<^urcs of his Excellers 
two wives. He never can bear to look upon thtm fmce they 
dead; and", to prevent hisyVW/w^j. being llu'cked, he has thus hii 
.th-m in mouminf^.— Shall I dr^iw tilt* v«il, Scnor ? This is the Li 
"Jimira, Don l*:^dilla's fiill wife — flie is a very fine pcrfon — fhc d 
very young Scnoi," 

•'That rcii»ark,'' faid Fernando, ** reminds alfo, that flie d 
{uddenly.^ — You kiicw lier,. Gonzalez ? * 

, The old mail replied, ''Sr:e,did!d"'e fuddcniy, Scnor, very fudden 
I was not then at the GaRie— I have, however, been informed, xl 
Ihediedby a iurfeitata feafl*' - .! 

'"'That »'as a conimoi> rcpoi t, you know whether it was true 
— '^ And why Ihould you doubt it, Senor ?" — *' 1 have my iicalb; 
Gonzalez — they arc burird here," (laying his hand upop bisbofon 
'"You know lam Don Padilla's nephew, the^Marqii^ dc Denia 
pcphew to this lat y— ran you fuppolcoUrs an idle curicfity V* 
. '* Ah, Senor,*' 'replied Gonzakz, moumfwUy, '* wc muft r 
,ttuft our fcnfes in this world — 1 hear, and fee* and ani filent, * 
things which we cannot prove, 'tis bcft to hear, and fee, and! 
nothing." . . 

<* But many i.ieidents, which fingly are nothing,'* faid Fcrnanc 
" added togctlicr, may bring a volume of proof— proof deep a 
irrcfirtiblc!*' \ . • 

" Then eternal truth will appear, and the injured receive ator 
mem," faid Gonzalez. ** And murderers,'* cried Fernando, " i 
ceive the reward of their black malignity." — " Do you know then 
ftid Gonzalez, booking round him with fearful apprehenfion ; ** 
you know then, Scnor, any thing that can lead you to fuch a fulj 
cion ?-^We have got upon a very firange fubjc^." 

" I have reafon; the reports diat 1 have heard relating to t 
caftern part of this b^iilding — the flrangc melancholy of Don I 
dilla— this dagger," cried he^ taking from his drcfs the dagger 
had found in the Moorifti ruin, and prcfentlng its rufty point 
Gonzalez, who ftartcd back afiVlghtca a; the fight. 



.*^Har fe-Haiido t*^ faid he, " where did ym meet that ^vtapon? 
' the cnchalbre of gold down the blade is remarkable— it was brough t 
froiTi New Spain." ^ . . . / 

** I undcrftand yow," replied Fernando, admiring the drfcrction 
of this X)ld maiir ^* This dagger was wrapped in a Moonfh- habir, 
itained with blood : now dare you truft me, when you havcthi^ 
dreadful <:rcdential of confidence.'* 

** What am i to lay ? Of t!:e death of Lady Emira I know no* 
thing pofitivc. At thattiine Ijlivcd with my Lady Zidana in Gre- 
nada. Ihadafifer, named Tcrefa, who lived in this caftle, and 
was waiting-maid to Lady Emira. Don Padilla never ttcati^d this 
lady, iincc their return from New Spain, with that kiiidneis her 
goodncfs defcrved ; he was always pretending to be jealous of licr, 
thongh Heaven knows how unjuftly i for ftic never fet her foot out ^ 
of the caftfc from the firftday Ave entered it— except, perhaps, a little 
walk in the woods. 

•* You may cafily iuppofc, Senor,- wliat fort of a life tliis was for 

a young ?.nd beamtftiHady to lead ; and had it not been for the play- 

iuhicfs of h«!r little infant Virginia, it would have been li^d indeed." 

Fernando ventured to rcmind^hini, that he was aovr ftraying from 

the point. • ' 

*« You^ ar« right," faid he, ^^ I might du ell for clays on thefe 
fubje^, if 1 gave Iodic to the inclinations of my tonruc. The jca- > 
louSex of Don Padilla became every diy tndre infLipportablc ; aj^d 
fei&threats to confine &cr whoMy in tlic caftle, remkTcd her life very 
unhappy. About this time tlic perfccutionsof thiUpbokeont, and 
he was frequently abfent for weeks, nobody knew whiiher. He 
arrived fuddcnly one night at the caftle in better fpi- its than ufual ; 
■ Und furprifcd my lady, with requefling fhe wouKi order a little en- 
tertainment, as he intended fupping with her that night, lliey 
Tupped by tliemfclves, attended only by rry fiflcr Tc^ci^. . Lndv 
Em,ira was in excellent fpirits, and Don Padilla in' feennng pood 
humor..— Seeming, I rail' it, Dccau(ip I cannot think ihcfc fiiddcn 
changes natural ; — \ve do not change from bad to good in an hour, 
Scnor." 
«» Very 'A^ll, goon," faid Femft'^do, impatiently. 
" After flipper my lady was fndckuly taken ill ; Don P:idilla 
\iF0uld have it, fhe l«d ovei forced her appetite ; but whatevci it 
was, (he died the fame night.— Liften, Scuorl dd vou hear any 
noife?" " ■ . ■ 

^^ Nof** artfwcred Fernando ; *^ what fhoftld we hear?** 
- ** 1 know rot," laid Gonzalez, liftening ;" but forfome time 
after the ladies' death, there were noiles, very ilrauge, and very 
unaccountable heard.": . 

" Did no fufpicion arile at the fudden death of Eniira l*' livid Fcr* 
nando; *» did it c;reate no inquiry ??' 
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■ •* This part of Spain was at thattime aH m alarm— molt racn Kad 
fiifficicritbufinds of their own to attend :— but you fhall bear. La- 
dv Emira was laid out on a J)cd of ftatc: I could ihcw it you now 
if I had the keys of thofc charobcrs.:— Several of the ncighbonbg 
people were invited to fee her, and Don fedilla made them remark, 
thatftic was very little changed by death : buttliis dkl not filencc 
alt fufpicion. My fiftcr nearly broke her lieart lamenting for her 
miftrcfs; and was with difficulty kept from conftantly remaining in 
the room, till the day of tlw funeral » I'hc corpfe was removed into 
another phamber,: where it lay in ftatc ; and Padilla took tlic key of 
the chanibers, where his lady had. before rcfidcd* into his own pol*. 
fcfsion,.and would not permit a thing to be toudicd». On the fourtb^ 
day^ inthc evening^, the coffin was fcrewcd down, in prefence of all 
the dpineftics ; who, with tears in their eyes, took a laft look at . 
their miftrcrs,. It-was interred in the duufiof the evening in^ the 
ehapcl- vaults belonging to the caftlc, and Don Padilla retired to hi»s 
own apartmestf in vilible agitation ©f'mUidi, 

"Old Pedro,. w!io was then ftcward^. and had a great afTc^toii 
forWft lady, took it into his head thiit fne w,as not dead, and that 
Dpd Padiili had only, buried her with a fleeping potion j for wWch 
purpole he watched for three fuccefsivc nights at the entrance of tlie 
diapcl; but all remained uninterrupted, and he was iatiaficd of th« 
certainty of !iis. lady's death.. But now^Senor, I am to relatcjto yoii 
R circumftance to mc unaccountable, and which I fear willnever be 
GiJ^I'^incd rill the day when many a foul fecret will come to light*. 
My fiftcr 1 crefa,. who was inconfolable' for the lofs of her miftreisi. 
could not i'efl in one place, bujt wandered from room to room as i£^' 
j!i fcarch of fbmcthing fhe had loft^. Sbe.had put little Virginia ta. 
bed after t|ie funcrai, and Hole towards the: apartments of her late 
lady* She knew that Don Padilla was in hisown toom, and (he vcn-^ 
turcd, from curiofity, perhaps, to try the outer door» /It opened* 
and (he entered the rooms, where every thing remained as (he bad. 
leftit. . 

•* The defglate air of the dcnsrted ciiambers inrpiredher with a fii^ 
Iwrftitioiis fear. The fun had been fonic time gone down, and evcijt 
objedl was indift+n^ly Veen, fo that fhe almoft trembled as (he ftcp-- 
J?»d over the. floors ;landjWould have, returned Iwd not feme unknown 
injpulte urged her on.. At laft fhe came to the little bed-chamber 
where jSmira iM to flecp in the abfence of, hcr.,huft>and. The doo^ 
flood ajar, and flis ventured to puih it open, when (he beheld tlie 
figure of her latc.n>iftiers kneeling at Uie loot of ; a Tittle table, on 
which was placed a- crucifix. , Her lips filmed to move, and her 
features were paler than dcath*^ Tefcfa flood motionlefs at the fightj 
and had neither powcr-to {peak or movej when fhe \vas fuddcnl)^ 
grafped by.fomc pcrfon behind her, and fell fenfelefs on the ground. 

" This peiibn was Don Padilla; who cawicd her liimfclf into tha 
l^eatjiali^ and commanded the fcrvaats to put her to bed. On her 



^fccat^ (he found bcriclf in her own room, with mc Reting bcRc^- 
licr; for 1 hadthsit very evening arrived at the caHle to take her back 
to Grenada. When flie recovered her fcnfes, fihe informed me o£ 
tl)de incidents : bat the lad appeared to me ib ftrange, tFiatiknew 
not what to ^ink ; cCpeciall^ when I confidcrcd the uncertaiety of 
twrilight, and thedtfturbcd mind of Tercfe/' 
_ *' She ttiuft certainly have been deceived/* faid Fernando ; " it 
could not be her Hiinrcfs^— and it was a lingular pofture for a ghoft.**' 

•* I know not" repiicd Gonzalez, " iny mind is bewilder^ with 
thetircumAance; for from tliat nigiit to thts^l have never Teen my 
finer." 

*^ You dream furely," cried Fernando; ** it waa not your fiftcr^ 
but Lady Kmira who died.'* 

** 1 am well, aware ©f that," replied he* ** After whatTcrefa 
had told mi, I Icftbcr to make fomc inquiries amongft thefcrvants 
*— (be flept aIone-»and in the morning her room was found empty | 
and no accoun t ceuld be learnt of her fromnbat hour to this." 

<• That is finftUlar indeed,** faid Fernando, fixing his eyes fleadily 
upon Gonzalez; " what dojrou fuIpciSl?" 
. <* Ah, Senor,*' faid he^ making bis head, ** what can one fuf* 
pe£l iafUch a. cafe ? She muft have been fpirited away by Don 
P^dilla^ to prevaither telling iccr^ts he had no mind ihould bt_ 
known^.? "* 

<^Bat what fecrets couldfhc tell?— She did not know. tljat her 
lady was poifonedi— You lay, (he faw her buried with her own eyes 
«-*and, to ^y the truth, in this iadancc I am apt to think her iina-»~ 
gination deceived her*'*' - 

** It might be fo,'* (aid the old man, with a doubting air ; "but 
her abfcuce is^no deccption^r-However, let us now took at tho 
ftcond picture, before the fun is wholly loft bdiind the black wag- 
ing foreft. There, Fernando, there is a charming crcatute I'* 

" Gharming,,irideed I" cried Fernando, ftarting back with furprife^; 
" 'tis the very oca A refemblancc of this portrait— wha tan hicavenly 
countenance! This lady was your miftrcfs, I think ? Did (he live 
long with Padilla ?*' 

" Only two years^ Scnor ; (he was thcn-bft to us/' ^ 

** Loft to yon I is-(he not dead ?'* 

** I fear flic is,'*" repiicd Gonzalez, putting his hands to his eyes ;. 
" but in what way nobody knows,'* 

" She did not die of a iurfcit ? Ybu know her (lory^, do you riot?^ , 
faid Fernando:'* I ^ have particular realbns to wifhfor fome infor-- 
mation, as this pidlure 1 wear may inform yoiu G)mc to the cham* 
bcr wliere my friend the Marquis dc D^nia is confined ; on the word 
of a Spaniard you may depend on our honor.*' ^ 

" I will attend at twelve," replkd Gonzalez; ^**thc fervants will 
thenbaatrc(U*' 
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l?ieirnandb, alter^ztni^fomctiiTicupon Zidr?- 

ti a, w hkh the rays of the fetting fim gilded and en livened , returned 
to infomi ftic of this long cQnvci:Ci(tion, and to advance a thoufand 
fufpicions. The fuddcii lofs of Tercfa, arid in fo particular a man* 
ncr, fccmcd to (lamp ^ilt upon the death of Emira ; but it was 
without tr^cc, and, affottiiiig na.duc to convi€lion, fcivcd only to 
ftimulateour intcrcft. 

We were interrupted by a gentle flrain of ^'cet mufk, which ftole 
upon the evening breeze^ Fernando opened the crvfcment, which 
overlooked the gardens of the caftle, iiow ovcrfhadowed by twilight. 
We lidcncd ta the mufic \^hich came upon the wind, and vvcrc 
eharnied with the tender cxprcision />f tlie compofition, wlwch Was a, 
Spanifh love (bng. When themufic ccaftd we ieh dirapp>ointed-^ 
waiting at the window for a returning found. We did not judge , 
wrong in fuppoRng it to be the ladies, who had entertained thenifeivc^ 
with this innocent aninfcmcnt, in tlie picalant flvades of the gardens?^ 
and wc fpon after law then* appear, the one with a lutu;, the other 
witha bnndola. - ' 

We faluted thenrfropi the window, and they returned, the coni* 
l^inieht; tliough it was too late to fe^ their features diftin<5l}y. 

This little incident ferved to make tliem the fubjedl of our diC^ 
♦ouric! audthc di&rehce of theirnnnncrs from -thotc of their. fat licr,. 
while they had his example before them, and felt the, influence »f his., 
jow«r> drew forlii wu- praiie* ^ 



eHAPTER V. 



• . ^ I • .^ • • Ob/: ftti/cbief tbou art gutck 
To enter tn tht t bought f ofde/ferate man* 

AT the appointed time wc hearda rap ;it our door, and, opemh?'' 
It, old Gonzalez, entered, looking round him with caution. Having- 
clpfal the door, " I have b ought us a bottle of wine/' faid be : *' it 
will be arefrcfhment, and help qvu? fpitit^ at this folcmn hour, 
when the inhahitaisits of the grave are abroad."' 

Wc each took a filafs, and, being tcated, rcquelied him to infomi 
as what he knew of Lady Zidnna. 

*' She is, ox was," /aid he; " as you may judge by the name, of 

.. Jfoorifh lineage; biit her anceflors having frequently intcrmanied 

with the natives of Spain, the flatnefs of the^^Morefco features is 

done away. Slio>^as married very early in life to Count Fereiidez, 
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by whom (he bad a daughter. She lived with her lord in the great* 
eft hannoj^y, at their caftic on the banks of the parro." 

- * " I believe,** remarked Fernando, intcrupting him, and looking 
towards me« ^* that^lle is now in ruins ?" 

" ALtsI Senors,? replied the old man, ** well I know it-^and 
Don Padilla knows it. It was, twenty yeai-s ago, the mofl: mag- 
flifircnt tn the country. Some of the gfcat rooms were built of 
marble ; and the fountains of water cooled the licat of the air^ Do«i 
P.idilla had known my lord tlie Count Fcrcndez early iu life ; for at 
that time Count Fcrrndcz was as gay and as extravagant as himfelf. 

*.' At the firft vifit Don Padilla made to. our caltle, he law and 
admirccl my lady. I hail mj' eyes upon him, and was not long in 
dii covering the i^ttention he paid her ; but' whether my lady ;gave him 
a ciifm IT I in private, or he ad\cd from dcepicr policy, 1 know not, 
but we had little of his company till the cdi£l of Philip dcltioycd at 
onrce all the conncdllons of families and friends. * All the Moorifli 
families were at once rcd^iccd to beggary and exile. Nothing but 
the mod dreadful diHrefs was to be feen. Count Ferendcz allcra* 
bled his dependents, with intent to rclift the army bf tl e cpmt; 
but his incapacity of means was every hour more vifihlc ; and cer- 

- tain and dreadful dcflrud\ion hung over him ajid his boufehold. He 
would riot change his icligion, as feveral pei G ns of rank were ready 
to do, and he awaited with refignation the threateniug ftorm, 

^ " While things were in tliis ftate, Don Padi lla arrived, at mid* 
night, with two foldiers hisor.ly attendants. He was a long time, 
clofetcdvvith the Count, and 1 could gather no more of their convei- 
fation than by the efrc6\s which followed. Count Fercinlez the fame 
night fct out fbr the caHle of Montillo, carrying with him a num- 
ber of jewels, and difguiling himfelf under the drefs of one of the IbW 
diers; bothofthcra accompanying him as a guard," 

Fernando groaned at this obfcrvation, but remained f>lcnt : Gon* 
^lez continued, 

** I undcrftood that Padilla had offered him the afylum of this 
caftic, till he might procure a purchafcr for his eflates, or join his 
brothers in Africa : while my Lady Zidana, and her little daughter, 
Ihotlld remain at a fecret refidchec in Grenada, till flic could coi>. 
vcniently follow. Be this as it would, my unfortunate mafter . 
never reached this caftle. He was murdered, barbaroufly murdered 
on the road ; but whether by an accidental rcncouBtcr with fomc 

ftraggling party of foldiers, orwhethci-— '* 

The clock flruck twelve, and Gonzalcz^paured to dry a tear from 
his check, and compofe the perturbation of his mind* 

'' What you have told us,*' faid I, ** is (Irange ; it forms a ground 
for terrible fufpicions. Did you fee thofc ioldiers to whofe care Don 
Padilla delivered your matter ?'* 

" Not fully ,'• replied Gonzalez, *» They vi ere introduced iu fa 
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catitipus a-mmitier, that rcgiight but a fatnt glhivtie aS tlic 
but 1 have fince thought, they had niorrt;hcap|icarailccoi 
ifciu of jfcguiar foldici^.*' 

" Have theic men ever aippeaHed f!nrc?** inqwircd Fcrna 

^^ Nevci\ St nor, to my kuovvledge,** replied hc# *' I^ 
-they had iicvcr been found any more than my lord." 

** lliat is raoft Orange I" faidl. <» What proof tlicn 
beyond liifpicionl or Iww came this to your knowledg 
Ibmc witness." 

" It was not in the natttre of t^ingsy that xaf maftcr fl 
fake his wife and daughter,— He departed at tfee dead of tli 
kc has never been fcen fincc; but the IbWicV's drefs- he ha 
found- in the woodncar^is cailie, torn and bloody^ Wh 
. proofs arc needful ?" 

He had itarccly pronounced the IiyR word, when w< 
ftartlcd by tlw great clock again Hrlking twelve. ** Wha 
mean ?*' feid t<rn«ndo, turning paie. 

[\Ab, SctKM-," replied Gonzalez, calmly^ <* that is a fu? 
.intlination j thcfe oinens are frc<^cnt — ihfey fVir up rccoliec 
prevent black anions from iUpping over th« memory, 1 hi 
to relate y<t more terrible, and more (Irangc, than a wa 
this.'* V ' ... 

" Goon then," faid I : and he thus continued : 

^* JDfon Padilla conveyed my lady and her daughter to 
ttfhere he kk them ; and, giving me diredioa tofecure th< 
-tobic moveables, and bring ^heni, to my niattcr at his 
r <ybeycd. On ray arrival at this place, judgfV Sciior?, my 
'it was then that I learnt all at onre th»i deatli of Lady Emi 
inurdt>r-of my maflci*, and the bfs of my filter quickly folic 
was with difficulty Ifupportcd mylelf under 6 mueh ditli 
-fcid not my mind been hardened- by the cXamplles of cqu! 
which every hour crowded upon.mc, I fhouid^ccrtainly 1 
befieath it. - 

■ **'My fufpicions were great and (h-ong;. but pruden 
>thcm in my own bofoin. 1 watehc^the dsfk Jooks of Pai 
-thought ^lat Icould readme tatc of my , maltcr in his com 
butfuch a fufpicion I dai^ not breathe to* myfclf, 

" The old fteward, Pedro, was a man who had cauglit 
i\\% matter's gloom, and 1 fulptftcd knewTome of his fccrc 
determined me to .guard my ej^prcfsions. I had not b< 
djay-s in tli* caftte, when pai'sini^ one everfins ;aIong a duik 
I heard the found of voices as in anger. 1 liilened, and 
tingotlh the tones of Itippltcatidn, and the threats of a 
m^ ; bwt tlic fu%<5V I coddnot at all hear— a woid or 
all I could learn in a fentence: from wblcb I, jtfdgcd, thai 
ipiUeailiftg feribn^mdmadc fomedlftovcry which was of iir 
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In about half an hour ^cjT parted.; ami I ooncBalcd myfclf h>'a d|ai?k. 
ci&mer, that t nV!t»ht not be feen. Pedro canW cut, hi? iipil}.>lc»! 
his knees tDflihling^aiid bis cytsilaiing wildly i^ht- |>f^irdl onwith 
a quick and bally ftep,.asirhi was puducdlDy ibiuciVigbtful ^pi- 
paritinn. 

" 'He had nflt rcarchcc! thccndoftbe gallery, when PadiJla cainc 
out. This was the firfl time 1 had ever feen him- eni^agetJ ; aftd, 
gloomy as was my fituation, his frightful frown and glowing cyc« 
Itinick me v^ith tenor, "Pedro V^ cried he, m a voice off tlniodeir ;> 
alt which the unhappy wretch fiaited nearly ,on falling, " Pcdroy 
come here I^— were you in Pcni^ villa'ui, i would gri«d y«u into 
powder !— obey my words,- This is the lall nigii t you ^ rcipain in 
thefewaUii. llhaH fend a giilde mxh yba to yptir relations \n 
Murcia. ' Halle, aiid never , apjpcar before xny iigbtr-«nl«ifs iyow 
wool j have thatl fliould Hrikcyou dead atmy feet IV. Beet o throw 
hn>lldf upon tl^e ground and -entreated tbrgivencft* ^*"It, faid hcj 
* 1 ttiaV be pardoned, never Ihall my lips— '* a; 

<^ No,'* cried Padilla, changing countenance ; "JJJg^^j/»^i/jhjr 
lips betray me.— Do you know me? If you do, i((iii:iie and prepare 
to be p,onc.*^ With thefe wordfhc flrode 'back %^ the room) tho 
door of which he jaircd to, with a force which rei^unid ^Jong the 
gallery, 

" Pedro appeared confounded with terror^ I da4.cd not (juit my 
,fUtion ; as fkncv^not the ^onfequcnces that might eni'uc from a 
difdovery of my having been witncfs to fwch a fccne,^ iivacaflle 
where violence Icemed to reign. ' Pedro withdrew in dilbrdcr, and 1 
quitted my Ration with caution, ^ . 

" I had various conjedturcs in my own mind on th*^ occaGonj 
and imputed tlier ge of Don Padilla to the fulpicions Pedro haiiex-, 
prefftsd m watching at die entrance into the chappU— Be that aisat 
would, Pedro left the caftic the fame nipht." 

** How do you know he ^cfnV ?*' faid Fernando. > 

** Becaufe he Was rot to be found the next morning." 

" That might be>" repJied Fernando, with a groant ** Merciful 
Hcavctt! what thoughts crowd upon nie!— -Proceed." 

** ITic next morning Don PadiiJa called me to his room, ^> You 
arc a feithfti! fervant, Gonzalez, to my loll friend,!' faid he \ " yon 
ftall not fuffer by his unfortunate death, if you will fervc nieas you 
44 him. My old He ward, Ped ro> left me laft night to retire into 
Murcia amon^f} hi* rclationsv's ^ -^ 

"fHis relations r* muttered I, before I recolledcd myfclF. 

** Aye, his relations,^* repeated he in a lofty voice, and eyeing m« 
with a keen loolSp* Don't you think, honeft Gonjtalcz, 'tis a com- 
fortable thing to retire in your o]4 age amongft your friends? If 
you iSvcmc faithiully I will provide for you in the feme way**' 

" Heaven forbid I" thought I, but I faid nothing, except obfcrv- 
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Ifig that I cri3 not conndcr mvfelf as difcharged from my duty to mj 
lady." . • 

" Nor 1 either,'' replied he, with a grim fmilc. *f The fine caf- 
tl«, Gonzalez, is buried in ri^ins by the king's^roops j your lady is 
coining to live in my cattle, and 1 win piotc^ her with my Ht'c." . 
" And her little daughter, your Exirclknza f*' 
*' Yes, yes, both : lam the protedor of all related to my unfor- 
timate friend the Count. Hear mc, Gonza'ez! 1 am in two days 
going to Grenada; I iball bring your lady hither, and aive.you in 
charge to fee the chambers of my late wife prepared and decorated.—. 
You arc, from thirtimie, my fteWard in place of P«ln:,** 

*^ It was with an heavy heart I entered on this offit e ; not a little 
perplexed in my own n)ind with the djredlion I had received, t'> fit 
up the Lady Emira's rooms : but yet I had no idea that R-iddla 
W«u Id ever prevail nn my miftrds'to mnrry him. He, however, 
knew toojwell the power he now poflellcd; and, as 1 have learnt, he 
mingled threats with perfuafion'; and, moved, at lcnj2th. by tlie pic- 
tuie-he drew of her own poverty, and the 'mifeiy ijie would entail; 
npon her little daughter, he prevailed upon her to give a rcludant 
confent. 1 received this tidings with forrovy ; being obliged to pre- 
^p&rc for tlic lolemnization of this uuhaUowcd marriage at this aftlc 
©f Montillo, 

"'^In about a week jpy Udy arrived : tlie dccptrt melancholy was 
fixed upon her countenance ; and it was eafy to fee ti)at Rrict lay 
heavy at her heart. Slic rerired with her daygji^er to the apstrtrntrntsi 
prepared, and (hurting hcrfclf in,'gave way to grief. Pity was all 
I hid to bcflow, as 1 had not even an oppiw tunity of fp. aking, , 

'* Don Padilla haftencd the prcpn rations j and, to cover a kid ac- 
tion by a blaze of fjjltndor, invited many of the neighboring nobnity 
to be prcfent at his nuptials. 

*' The long gallery was filled with muficians, and tbe company 
were invited to dance before the flipper fliould be feryed, t^df 
Zid'uawas drcffcd. in wliitc, with a plume ot black feathers as a 
tribute to her late lord. She reliflcd all tbc invitations of Don Pa- 
dilla to dance ; who, to fay the truth, cxercd himlelf in every point 
to pleafc her, and drive from her features that grief which, ii> fpitc 
of her efforts, Avas but too viiiblc* 

*^ The dances occupied the evening, and it was almoin twelve 
o'clock before the compaiy allcmblcd in the lage gothic liall to fup- 
pcr. Several muficians were placed there upon a twnporary ilagc, 
amlfuchof us who could be fpared tVoni attendmg tlic comply, 
Contrived to witneis this elegant aflcmblage af alkjfhat tecmttibcau- 
titb!, rich, and grand, 'i'he number of officers drelTcd in their uni* 
forms, and mingLd with the variegated company, added much to 
the iight. They took their ifeats amidftimivcifal inirtb^ ana * 
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al good humor preva\lcd»-i-Littl^ did tbcy, think in what way 
s to be interrupted! 

Tht tables were heaped with the choiceft viands ; and wine of 
cnt forts ftood in gobJcts for the accommodation of the gxjefts. 
mufic played in lively drains, echoing through tlic Jofty frct- 

of the gotliic hall ; and nothing .Ibc^ed capable of interrupting 
eneral fcGivity— when the great clock of the caltle ftrtick one. 
At that'moment a fearful <:ry was heard, as if refoonding from 
' part of, the qafvle, a^id pervading every ear with indefo'ibabk 
—It fecmed like the cry of raur(fcr, minglii^ with an ealtcrn 
. The company all fcartcd, and gazed upon each other m 
: confrcrjnation. The tapers which blazed upon the ta'bics, and 
inches along the walls, fuddenly expired : andj h'Oiii a fccne of 
tnefa and fplendor, arofc tlie dcepeft daiicnefs and dil'trefs* .The 
: fuddenly ceafed— the company rofe in difmay, crowding. 
Igh the avenues leading from the hail i» the grcatcft rdiftrcfs, 
al of the ladies fainting witli affright* • 

It was impoflibic to diftinguiHi perlbns in this general confu* 

and 1 concealed iiiylclf in the tapeftry hangings in the firft 
ons of fear. In a \£rf few minutes no peilbn remained in the 
ucting hail, trxcept Don Padilla, his new married lady, and my- 

Tlic mingling founds of the flying company ;were iuWidcd in» 
death like nience, and the tapcn as I'ucldcniy re-lighted as tney 
3ccn extinguilhcd:— but now a ntore terrible objcdl prclcntcd to 
jyc».- . 

The figure of the murdered Count Ferendcz ftood at the head 
le tible, facing Lady Zidana and Padilla^ he was clothed in 
li^fs of a folJicr, as hu hid quitted his caftlc ; he caft aroundl 
a glance of fierce inquiry, darting as a fonbcam. My lady 
sdi'.tcly fu^ntjcd; and • he bloodlcfs chepki of Padilla, betrayed 

The fpcflie pj^zcd upon him a few moments.' **.Know€ft thou 

• faid he, in an hollo\y Voice, Padvlla*s lips trembled,, but he 

ncd no anfwer. *^ Se^,^* faid the fpcdlre, *' the work of . 

I hind?-^buthf^w loiigjihall thefc adlionsprofpcr?" 

It was not 1.— My hand never raifcd itfclf againil you> "fault- 

PadiUa. ; , 

The fpc(^re frowned* " Can you deceive me now?" laid he. 

> I not Icnow thy thoughts and'thy adtions.— But thy time is 

Vet—''* 

PadilJa fecnlcd to recover at thefe words. " Away !*' cried hC| 
rUing firmuefs, " tliy threats and thyfclf are as fliadcsl" 

l*he Ipcflrc railed hi hand in a ihrcatc -ing poflfirc— the fame 

ul cry fouuded,throi>gh.tl\c liall'^thc lamps were extinguilhcd 

. .nr?incMt, and agii;^ relighted without hands. 
Tl«c mixture of palTioiicX]>rt{red on the brow of Padilla tnadc 
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■ ftK tremble as I ftood. He fat leaning Ins cliln upon the palms tf . 
his liands, gazing upon the place .where t^icfpedic had bcenj as 
though he was yet before him ; while Lady Zidana ky upon tbc 
ground unnoticed, and the feall remained on the tables unregarded. 

" 1 vviflied to retreat, for I was fick with Various emotions, but I 
trembled, at being discovered. Dob PadiHa, after nuifing fonie 
time, fuddcniy ftartcd up, and pouring out a large goblet fuiJof 
aqua vitag, drank it off. It was now 1 endeavored t<?gef away ; but 
his alarm had given quicknefs to his hearing, htftaitect^ anStam- 
ing fuddenlf aroufld perceived nic ft«iKing alongtte fide of the i 
hall— 

*' Ha l**^ cried he, drawing, his AVord, " thou art no fhade*— but 
I will quickly make thee fuch I" Hcdaited liponmc, and draggling 
me by the throat alon^ the ground to the table, lifted his fword tor . 
ftrike— ? 

Here the oW man paulcd, and looked round, as if apprchenfivc 
that Don Padilla was yet flanding over him. The caftle bell at 
that pcried tolled-^one. I Ihuddercd at tlic melancholy found, 
which was lengthened through tlic liollow apartments, and fccnTcif 
to realize the dreadfuITcencs Gonzalez had impreffcd upon our minds. 

For fome time an awful filencc jpicvailcd, appfe|ienfion marked 
our features, and, taking each a glafe of wiiie, Gonzalez continued. 

*' When Padilla perceived that it was I, he quitted his gi^lR 
ftill holding his glittering fword to ray throat. 

/'Gonzalez,** faid he, *> is it you f — Pedro was difmifedmy 
fervice for a fmallcr crime. — But, by my foul! 1 fwcar, that a fecoiiid 
fhall be the forfeit of your lite. Is it for fuch bafc wretches as thou 
art, to pry into the fccrets of a manlike me? — -Hear nie, villain! 
this is the term on which I now let thee live — Conceal wlmt thou haft 
fccn in thy iumoft foul-*-dare not to whifj^r it\:othyfclf. — If I 
ever learn that thou db'ft— that day Ihall be to thcp;black with ven- 
geance I" ■ ^ 

** Nor flialt thou cfcapcT* f^id a voice, at whitli wc all arofc in 
confufion and amazement. .' ,. 

" What can this mean?" cried Gonzalc^, treijibling ; " who cati 
have overheard us ?" 

" his fame fcrvant,*' faid Fernando, ** wliofe idle cur ioCty lias 
led them hither." 

He did not wait for more words, but leaping forward, he haftily 
opened tlie door,and ran along the conidor ; but he could diftinguilh 
no one, nor hear any retreating footftcp. *' This is truly aftonifli- 
ing," faid he, returning. ** Had any pcrfon been there, I mufl havc^ 
hcardthcHi." ' 

"What clumbers arc adjoining to tfeiJ:?*' feid I^ ** polTibly 
fome pcifon is concealed In them ? 
^^Na, no," replied the old man, very tav\c\\^^luud. ^ " BeyQtjd 
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tint wall, vvlicrc.tbevpvAurc of thcbl^ck andl white knights is han^i 
arc the I'JMigcs of the eaftcrn wing,, it islnipolliblc any pcifon could 
have cntci'^ there; and On, the other lidc arc tlie chambers of thi$ 
Hiit; leading to which they mud paflTyour apartracnt." 

I cndcavouacd>to ira[Hite the voice we bad lieard to our own heated 
imagination J though, at the Cimc time, I did not conceive how it 
was poillblc die {amc del ufion ftioMld deceive us all. It was with 
difiiculty we prevailed on the old man to proceed— pautlrig every 
fcntenccto iiflen. 

"After this terrible threat, Don Padi)la:comn>andcd mc to afTift 
him in arrying his n^w bride to her chamber ; fwcaring, that all the 
fiends in hell jihowld not ^puive him of his prize, much tief^ the per- 
turbed IJjirit of a man murdered by robbers. 1 would have inter-- 
pofed with an obfervation, that my lady was in' no fit ftatc to be- 
come a bridal chamber ; and, that I doubtdi much if Ihc ever reco- 
ver^. 

'* Fool I driveling idiot!" cried he, knittiRg his brows, " I aik 
thee not advice:-— living or dead, all the fiends m hell fliall not de- 
prive mc of her I" j ' 

" Stich, Scnors, was the marriage of Lndy Zidana, whole pifhire 
Fcrnai\do wears . From th.\t hour fhe never recovered her fpiri ts ; 
and I>o|i Padilla, after the birth of L:idy Almira, beaune difguftei 
at her rcfcrvc, and evidently hated her more than he liad ever loved 
ficr." • - • . 

*< What Became of the daughter of Count Fcrendez ?" faid Fer- 
nando. 

'* Don Padilla, after a very little time, found means to place her 
outat Gixnada; and, till my lady *s death, it was believed (he was 
well provided for : but, flncc then, 1 have never heard other' than 
an uncertain report of her death j but how, Heaven alone call telt 
—or Don Padilla." 

" H\! lam certain X heard a noifc,**' cried Fernando. 

*' Thou ftialt not go unrewarded I'* faid the voice we had before 
heard, and whidi threw us-into the gieatcft conflernation. ^ 

Wc fought in vain to difcover the myfkry ; founding the walls to 
fee where they were hollow, and examining every place where ccji- 
cealmcnt was pofllblc. There remained no longer a doubt bijt wc 
had been obferved and overheard, and that by an enemy ; but who 
it could pofsibly bo, wc had no m«ans to difcover, 

Gonzalez was very much afFtfdkd, and wc hvid much difficulty to 
tranquilize his terror, by affumnccs iof our protc(SlioH let what would 
liappcn. . 

" I have," laid he, '^ this confolation, that ray intentions arc' 
juR; and 1 wiUtruft that Heaven will not fuflcr the guilty always 
to triumph.*' ' 

** You^arc very right,'* replied 1 ; virtue, and a right intcntlou, - 
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wtH preferve us tnnquil amidd danger ; n6r will Providente fait to 
bring vengeance on the guilty. Go now to rcA, my goc^l Gonz-^lezj 
your years require tiic nourifhnaci»t oi flcep ; ^^e are young nd ins^ 
niired to liard/faip, wc witl watcti — a?>d, it this intruder dares tO;ap. 
pear, he u illfind tliat, tlioiigh weak, 1 have yet a foldier's a'rni i*' .. 

" Yes, yes,*' lad Fernando, " an arm tliat lias already di (patched 
otit'. nnirdei.cr to his grave, and, I trufl, would not fail in combating 
motlier." \ 

After Gonzalez had retired, wc fpent fevcral honi^s in refle6i:u)g 
and conwrfing on tl>e fmcular and almolt incredible events we had 
beard* 

. It appearetl cl^r, that Don PadUla had been an adlor in the 
tragedy of Count Fercndez; it was credible that j>alsion might intli- 
gate hiin to the murder of his friend ; biit here were others, whidi 
arofe in ftrangc and Tearful array. , 'I he death of Emira appeared 
more than fufpicipus-^the futiJrn diiappeamncc of Pedro and 'IVefa 
ivas equally unaccountable. His cruelty to Lady Zidana and her 
:lau'^.hter, of whofc fate wc were ignorant, raifcd our detcftation. 
But, though wc could eafily allow for any extravagance of hviniaa 
pafsion, our belief was ftag^creH, and our fen fe? confounded, whcu 
the wandering fpirit of Couiit Ecrendez croficd our thoughts; and 
we fhould have treated the 'vholc as a diimera, had not our own ex- 
perience flaggertd all the effedts, of a liberal education, 

Fernando remained with me during the night, but It pafTed with- 
out iutcrtuptiou. Qn the following d.^y the body of the ruffian 
Lopez was buried on the fpot where he had fallen ; he having been 
for fevcral days expof«d to the vicsv of vifitmts, tliat he might be 
claimed if known, but noowttcr could be difcoycred, nor any news 
learnt of his companion » who had made good his retreat fo fecrctly^ 
tliat, iromthe impel fed^ 4«fcription 1 could give, no intorm^tion 
cQuld be gathered. 



CHAPTER VI. 
^ .•••...t.t...** 



-.••;•••..• • • • • •" *Tif ffone, 

'Tnvaf but my fancy, or^erbaps tbe ni'ind 
Forcing bis entrance tbro'fome bollo'w cavern. 
No matter ivbat-'Ifeel my eyes gro.xu nveary* 

Shakspeare. 

ON the .fifth day of my rcfidcucc in the Caflte of Montillo, I 
found myfclffomuch recovered, that 1 ventured in the evening ta 
walk in the graden, accompanied by Fernando and the ladies-* 
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Tfitiy fc6tned't6 tiitc'lSfe^fufe in Icadiinp iis over this dcgapt Jittl^ 
gjacc, wt^c'dyariety of exotic plants, with flowers ^romPcriijaiid 
Mexrcb, flouriibed as in tlieir native ctimcf:. Arppatic (hfubi 
from Arabia were planted in parHrrcTy and filled tlic n'^^wiih the 
mod delightful perfume : a cUar and vvindipgrill wataeS i4« groves,- 
invifiiig to rcpoffcby its mifimuring found, and temptingtlic feet tp' 
rovc amidft tficfreflincfs of evi&rgrcens. At the end ot a grove of 
orange and citix)!! trees, was a fmall ai4)or, fonued of marble piUars, 
clear and beautiful as the pai:cau ftonc ; bctivccn thcfc waJa cunous 
lattice work of gilt cancs^ which admitted at once the air "and the 

. Rofes ahc^jeflainines viae entwined in the net work ; and Perfian 
geraniums, which yield a mufky iccnt,. crept along the ba£c. 

In this beautiful arbor were fcveral fine panittngs on fanciftil fub- 
Jedls ; and cufliions of crimfbn velvet inv ited to rcppic^ 

'« It is here," faid Almil;*, ^^ that wy iirtcr an^ I oftfcn pafs the * 
evening*- How do you approve of-otir taRe, Gai^aliera?*' 

« Nothing," replied I,' " can be morcdiamiing \ On the f iglH we 
fee only 0bjc(^s of bcautj^, fltw^is intcrfjkrfcd with fruits and 
flirubs: on the left the mountains of Morjena rear up theiF frown- 
ing heads; and the turrets of thccafllc gloom oyer the deep foaft. 
Before Us runs the limped book, babbling over pebbles it has po- 
liced to bright nefs^ The air pcrfumhl breathes frcfhnefs through 
thefc living lattices: but the mod beautiful of naturc*s pvodu^ions 
are the fair nymphs which prcfide in the temple^' 

Vir'ginia replied or^ly with a look ajid a'bluft'^ but Almira, 
laughing, anrwcrcd, ** Yoil arc extremely polite, Senof ; butvvhat 
is your opinion of thofc nymphs, ct)ulin?'' ' 

Fernando replied, " My opinion : is ptiftaiy the iame; Yet, to 
my tade, there is fomothing yet wanting to relieve the filenee of the 
fccne.— Mufic, luch as webcard tlicotlK-y nigl^t fro* fomfc unfccni 
performers, would render this a little fairy tcmpk." 

" If that be all,*' replied Almira, with an obliging air, <Ht 
wouldbe a pity you fliould not be fatisficei with cur favorite place— ^ 
Sider, fmg him the ^Dad that bstoligs to the painting there, facing 
the door, of tlie lady walking upon the fca." 

" That is too long, fidcr^" rcpiiicd Vngima. <* Btfitk, it is a 
doleful ditty, and fit only for melancholy people.'' 

" rhen pray oblige me with<it," faid Fernando. 

<• Arc you then melancholy ?" aiktxi Virginia* " I thought no-^ 
body could be ftd but thofe who belonged to this c^VU>^* 

** And why, roufin," faid I, '' Mmuld tlic inh.ibitants of this' 
caftlc hz more melancholy than othtrs? Believe nic, tljcrc are many 
licavy hearts under ligiifcoimtenanrcs.'' 

*< Well, well," cried Almin, *'* that we do not doulj^'^ Lctu^ 
now have the fong, fidcr; we will accom-^aviV \X >^\\X\vsw 'vs^^ir 
. ^^ 
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mcnts. It is -a very old ftoiy, Gavalicrs; wc learned it from a 
wandering faaUad-fingcr, who learnt it from a Scotcji prifoncr at 
Cartfi^gena, and wc made it the fubjjed.of that pidlurc, where you 
fee the lady walkingontjie waves, near thojii.fpigh^ul rocks,- almoft 
as friglkr^I as the Jblack niountains above U5.'* ' 

After Tome little pcrfuafioh Virginia tuned her lute,' and, accom- 
panied by her filler oh a guitar, entertained us witii tlieiimple bal,^ 
lad, of which this is a. copy. ., * 
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HIALMER AND GERTRUDE. 

A sdOTTlSH BALLAD. ^ 

SObTLYdnfh'd the penfive ocean,: ' ^ 

Gently figh'd tlic pailing gale, 
To the rocks the flu (ning motion..: 

Seem*d to tell a plaintive U\tc, 

When a maid, at eve retiring, . 

Stray'd along the fandy fhore^ • 
And the lamp of day expiring, 
> Shed its glao*ni.ng light no morct , . 

Wanton in the Avind and cheedcf* 
Flow'd. her loofe and lovely hair;. 

Mild l^r look.'; but, . ahi hQw pecrlcfs 
Kvery' motion of the. fair! . 

Brels'd in wced^ of fedeft fable, 
D( IVd in Tobcs of mourning hwe; 
J (Weeds to tell the mind unable, 

Speak alone the forrow diie)^ ■ ' • 

Now fhc pnufed in thoughtful iadncfs, . 

Round file g!anc*d her trembling eye., 
Wil'd as touched with kindling madncfsy 

Frowning at tloe lowering &y.. 

Now adtzancinjEj quick, now flowly,: 
Sutlclen .ilarts h]\ ray 'd hci- ni ind ; , 

Then fhe to the. ground bejR lowly,. 
Lift^ningtothe.fighing wind.. ^ 

Gn a rock' that rough prorcded,.. • • 
Whei c the ragg« d fainpjii-pe grew, . 
*-^pdthe bltckcn'djkcp.crddlcd ^ 

Barriers to the rifing view,, , 
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€ave!efs fat the lov'ljr niaidtny " * 
Carelcfs pir t.h» fearbeat fliofe i . ' . • 

Sick at heart, wit^; giicf o'eiiaoen^ 
She nor hcjard the waters roar, . 

*' Here," {hecri^d,.'' heruied to racet'mfiV' 

On this rjSck Hialaicr bravc^. 
Oft at eve was wont to greet: me 

lire he tried the. ti*cach*rous ^vavc. . 

r my lov'd HiaJmcr, never, 
Never fhall hiy foul forego, 

Thofe fond ties, that death woui^ fevers, 
WiththeVuihlefagTAfp of woe. . 

Love our hearts s^ith bonds united,/ ' 

Pure as is celeflial flame ; . 
Sacred as the mi th we plighted, . 

In the holy. Virgin's name.. 

Cruel, cruel death] to funder- ' 
Two whole hearts together gi^ew 5 

Gould not forpe kfs aobic plundciv 
S^isfy thy giecdy view h-, 

Brave a\>d'^ob!fe was my Jover,. - ' • 
Brave(j of; the mountains brown ;: 

Terror filled the iawlcts rover, . 
Shi inking froQi his tbi'eat!niog fioWn* 

When the winds blew Weak and c}tccr]c&>,. 

How U§g ' o'er tlw heathy w a fte. 
Then Hiahiier ^lon« an4 Aarlcfe^ • 

O'er the fvvard the robber trac'd. . 

Oft at midnight has he falljed - 
- On tlieproud.md Danish foe ;^, 
Oft his country 's courage rallied^ , 

1 To retur;x their vcngei'ul blow.,. 

Gnledoiiia long (hall- mourn him,, 
- (He ef all I.er cl^iefs the pi-ide) ;: 
AH tticirpi-ayVscan ne'er return liim>^ 
Ne'er redore him tahis' bride* s* < * 

Ifc purfu'd'the Danes embattled,: 

O'er the tlack and faithiefs waves ; : . 

Burk to bark the laiKes rattled, 
Wou'iidis and death the warrior braves; 
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Nougtit could ftay the dircflil cbfi^or^ 
Nouglit the rage tliat Scotia fir'd ; 

Burning with revengeful angcr^ 
In the waves the Dahcs es^ir'dv 

But thel3attlcgilun*S^tid <^ver> 
Round the v idtors tcttipdfts Avccp ; 

Furious fpirits o'ei^^hcm hbVcr,. , 
Adding ten ors to the dcd^« 

G! my lov'dHialnierf hcaritJei , 

Hear me in tlie filetit main I 
With thy \vont«i accents cfecd^itie^ ' ■ \- '[ 

From the gretn and liquid ^laihv 

Ah ! what voice, 01* whitp'ring fpirit^. 

Does thy Gei trud» idntly call I 
Who can founds VMi thefe mherit? 

Sounds that tremfcic as they felti'*:. ' ' 

From the (ea-bed Unduiatii^g^ ' 

Rofe a mlft of deepcft blue t 
Spreading wide^— thai d ifslpatmgj 

Left a ijodied forni ilfv4e\V. 

Thrice it Gcitrudc calledv and, fighing^ • 
Thrice it 4>eckon'd to the maitt ; 

Gertrude, with the^call coraplyingv 
HaMctt'dto ttie wbli4;^nown^ihade4. - '^ 

©^:rth*bi-iny.fandslon^ pacing, ' 
Where the fca-wecds gently tvav'di; 

Still the rocky n)&8«fs tracing; -^'^ I ■ 
By the riltog-biHows la^v'd. 

She purfued tfie waivrior, ifeetiiig 

Through the* fhades that night ij'crli^wd J 

Till the tide denied retreafcihg, 

A nd I he roc ks h u i4g 'er hct htad^-^ - 

Here he fudden {»mPd, andy bending 

To the wild' and fiightcdTOaid^ 
** GertrudfirGertnidel this the. -ending,, 

This our bcd-of Wvffj.'* h* latdw 

**^ Here beneath thfr waves tranfludd, 
Many a fpiritliappy dwells; \ 

Amber groves, anddoniegpclUjcld,* 
Deck'd with \Vcedsj aiid'glu^nng fhclls. 
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From retreats, where fca-nymph^ daiFy, 
Hymn their Tongs of love and \vai'; , 

Anil the wand'ring rpiritsgail/, 
Join in chorus ironl afar, 

Haftc then, Gertrii4c, .haftc jny dfareft, 

'Tis Hiahncr bid« thee; conie j 
Is it deiith, or waves thou fenclk 
. 1 ji tby iMffagc to thef tomb ? ; -, 

Gndual then the ipi lit iijiking,^ * 
' Bwkon'd with, deceitful fn;i|cw • . 
; Gazing wild,, nor iongcr thinking, j ■- 
; Loofcn*d lands her feet bguile. 

Plunging in the (brrowing ocean, . 

Ev'ry itnfe of danger fled •, 
' And the waves returning motion,.^ 
CIos*d for ever o'er her head. ' ' 

Oft when moonlight's^ pcnfive laftre. 
Trembles «n the curling pool , 

And ihe wind* have cea'd to blulkr, "' 
Sighing faint at ev'ning cgpo1;< 

Hand in hand, are feen to >(tander,, 
;CJcr, the deep> tl-jcle fpirfts ^c|r ; 

As thc'billOws lnjo(ith nT<canc|er>' 
Now arc^rcen, nqw diilappcar. 

Or. when bla«k*ni fig teinpcfts roaring^ 
Threat tq wa (b the bending ficics ; . 

GcrtrM^c'& ipirit loud deploring, 
Warns the ifcamen with laer cries* 



Tlie atr of this balM was nn>plc and pathetic ; it reminded ma 
of the Horics of anciijnt times, vvhen haplcfs maids fjad too fre- 
quently to deplore the iudden chances of a barbarous warfare. The. 
iUbjett of this tale afjordcd us matter for convey la tion ; and we for- 
got the hours as they pafled, till the iun.had withdrawn his laiV ray, 
and left us in. the iblhiefs and foberuejs ot night. • ^ 

Ahnira then played us the Evening Hymn, while I fat with Vir- 
ginia, Uaning againft the lattice frame, and reflcfting on the pro- 
bability, that not many days would part us; and that 1 knew not 
if we fhoiild ever meet again. I fighcd deeply at this reileftion, 
Virginia looked upon me with an cxpreisi:on that penetrated ii^y 
heart,, and fpokc more tlian many fcutenccs.. 
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^ Ahl my fair coiifin/' faid Ij talcing her hancT, when her 6(ler 
bad ccafed to play, " what a delicious fcene vtould this be it' it were 
not tranfjtofy. My fowl feels itfeff, and would, willingly remain 
here, but how foon muft U tear idelf away!" 

'* And muft you foon leave tis ?'• Ihid fhc, with nn hali-ibppreflecl 
ligb. " Yes," replied I ; ^^ Iain not ignorant, Tlrginia, of your 
father'* dii'pofition— it will be rnipofeible we fhould remain after hia 
arrival." ' ^ 

*^ MoH true," returned- flicf^ looking do\Vnk '^ My father will 
be very angry that you ^crepver admitted ; but he did not fee you 
pale, bleeding, and wounded, or his keart might have pitied you." 

" And did your heart then pity Jfee, Virginia?'^ iaidi, witli a 
fcefing I had never before es^erienccd^and Whichnow I cannot dec- 
line. 1 felt her hand flutter as I held it, but ffjc returned me no an-, 
fwer; and, in that mbmtnc, I formed the determination of making 
her my wife. . ^ 

Almira endeavored, 1^ a thoufand little arts, tcengage Fe!nanda^ 
in particiJlar converfation Thnt heiiad too much experience of tlie 
world not to perceive.hcr partiality, add too m«ch honor to encour* 
age what he had no inclination to return. The charms he had< 
painted in poffcfsing anQriginal, fuch as the pi£lurc of Xady Zid- 
ana, rendered all other iniiipid; though he would, at time?, join 
with me in ridiculing fuch a jancy. Befide, there appeared, iu fais^ 
eyes, too much of Don Padilla in the. features of Almira. But 1 
fee, my dear Marquis, 1 mtifl be delicate on this point ; and, per- 
haps, it is Well for you both Feinatldd did not fee with your eyes. 

I endeavored, during this c(>nverfation, to ftrike out feme mcaii$ 
of correfponding with Virginia when I fhouid be in Madrid; but 
none appeared pofsible, nnlcJS through tbe hands of-wnzalcz — 
and I much doubted whether he Would vcnthre. , It was eafy to 
perceive that the interruption of laft tTight had lat heavy on his 
mind; and he, no doubt, reproaehed himldfwith having, inadvcit- 
andy, betrayed a Iccrct, which for To many years he had carefully 
guarded; and which, if known, would expofb him to the worft 
Vengeance of his reafter. I did n6t dare mention Jthefe ftiggeftiqns 
tCK Virginia, much lefs the l<:cret which related to her ■ father : foiv 
the ugh both fifters wondered and lamented" at his melancholy ana' 
morofe dilpolition, they were far from entertaining any ot thoic fuf- 
picions, which, 4n our eyes, ajipeared certainties. 

It wasalmoft daik before we could think oi' returning to the caf- 
•tie. Wbilft we remained at 4ltppcr,ifome dii|>atch«a arrived from 
Tolofa relative to the troops, which 1 gave Fernando inllrudlions 
how to anfwei* ; ajid a private letter from my mother, which 1 re- 
tired to my chamber to read; 

It contamcd a long detail; of my fothcr's lifficringsduring his. laft 
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IKntCj, his frequent wiflibs for my prcfencc, and many family par-' 
ticulars, which reqiiVrcd roy fpecdy retUTn to Madrid. 

1 became qiiitc mclancMy at tlie forrowful fcntimcnts it con- 
taJacd ; and ray mind giving itfelf up lo, a long fcrics or thinking, I 
fownd luy'ipirits become lb dejcdloJ, that 1 knew not h©w to account 
for it. 

Undoubtedly this imbcciiity of mind w^s principally occafioned 
by love. I know of no pafsion that more relaxes the miiKl, its 
chief plcafunc confifls in. fplitude and contemplation: to this 1 
might add my mbtfeej*s letter, which fo unmanned me, that a 
tbouCind fancies floated in n^y brain. 

The moon (lowly advanced over the^rk waving foreft, and fhcd 
it^ beams through my cafcnicnt. l^arofc from my chair to mccU- 
tatconthe fokmn view, when naturip enjoyed rcpofc. The dark 
fbencVy , which in one huge mafs extended before the window, Ipiread 
over me a fenfation of awe ; and^ for n time, I remained Ilruck with 
the rubiimity of my imagination. A faint and diftant light aroufed 
my attention; it moved flow ly amongft the trees, and fcemcd to 
approach the caftlc. 

I fancied I could perceive tlic figure of a man, whofc ghaniy fea- 
turscs were fliadcd into horror by the dim light which h« carried.- 
He bent beneath a load, which fcemed to own the human form ; 
and the thought croflcd ray mind tliat it miglit pofTibly be the alfaf- 
fin Jacques, carrying away the dead body of hiscontradc, when 1« 
could venture with lafcty to tear it from the grourd. , • 

Something of fear ci-cpt over me at the remembrance of tliat 
cventftil night, when I had^ Hrangcly received warning of my fa- 
ther's death, and fo nc;irly received my own. I Could not wholly 
avoid apprchcnfion at thediilant U^htof a man, whofc dealings in 
blood I had fo much reafou to know ; and I vv^chcd his motions 
with anxiety. The dillancc deprived me of cerMinty, and I loft 
him in an angle of thcgardcii \vall, along which he fcemed to have 
taken his coiirlc. 

I was greatly d'rflurbcd at this incid^t, as I knew not but I 
ttHght mn Ibrac danger from the rcv'cngc at this villaiiV, who could 
not be ignorant of mv refidcnce in the caflic. I leaiied upon tl« 
Cafcment of the window, rcVulviflg a thaufand ideas: by degrees 
my mind aflTutncd its tone, fiom refledling,'that th6 fame Power 
vhicU had hithci to, might continue to proteflmt . 

The gentle (igh of die windi which fcarcewaved the tnps oftli c 
trees, leemed to wlViipcr fad founds; and I enjoyed in ccliacythc 
olcafing fenfatlons that crept over me. " Now," tiiought I, "if 
lome heavenly cliorillers were to tune their inllruments, and, la 
fweet liymning, warble fomc.cckltial fong, could the abodes of Par- 
adifc fm nilh a more plenfmg plcafurc ?" 

iiiftcncd,.aji if cacpcfting fomc ftrain would reach mc on thc^ 
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"breeze— -but the wind came, and figbinq pafl^ away. A fc 
glittered in the firmament, and 1 gazed upjon them with av 
tisfa^ion. " How magnifiocnt is all tJiis !*' faid .1 to n 
"i woilds roll upon worlds, and Iiarniony guides their coi 
What then is man, little and infigiiificant man, amidft 
grandeur of creation I " 

My iK-art became heavy at this irefle<5lion." I withdrew fir 
window, and iat down upon a chair, leaning with my jirni 
a table — every noife in the, cal'tle^vas huflied into lilcnce. 
mained fixed m my iituation, having no inclination to flee 
enjoying the fadncfs that hung in clpudspver nie — when th( 
Itruck twelve, reverbc^rating with rolemn founds thi ough the ' 
.It reminded mc of the eventful; incidcnts/Canziilez had re; 
and I looked jound; with a fort of expe^lation, tiiat fome 
form -wou id rtart upon me through the dufkinefsof my ch; 
for I had no other light than the rays of the moon, which f 
rendered objcd\s viGblc. j ' 

A. partial ray teli upon an old pidlurc, whicl) hung on the 
the room that faced me. It was an ancieni battle-piece; in 
a tournament was exhibited before a lady, who itood by hei 
the gallery of an interior cop.t, the fole witncfs and arbiter of 
The knights were one of thcni in black, tlie othiT in. white ai 
The black knigh: had driven his lance into, ihe body oi his 
ncnt, and the bl 00.1 ti-cklcddown the fidepf t'c white ho 
which the white ka'^ht rode. The lig'^t of t!ic moon bvit 
fhcwed the co'ouri.ig; .i:d I remaintd iciningonthe table 
my eyes fic . jily fixed up^n the \y.dy of t!^c falliiig knight. 

While I thu.awititiuui to g.ize, i fancied that the canvafsi 
and tliat tl^c woumi.d ^ "l^bt retreated bacllwards from the 
knight, who pjtlTcd uron hi ni, » 

/ilic white kn'ght continued fljwly to retreat, and the Wack 
moye^.fpmc j^ace§ batjv,wards, as .f to j>ive velocity to his next 
The delufioji of my iiM'ginatioii was fuch, that Idid jiotp 
tlitit.tlifc whole canvals iltdcd back, parting in tlie ce^itr^^ t 
eyes wprc ftiuck wlti;i thr figure ol a man ftanding in the va 
HeilookcdrntptlKj chamber with caution;,, while his rmii 
cQuntcnaiiCc gleamed with a fmile of malice highly raifed by 
glare of alaijiphe held in his left hand — his right cx)ntai 
poiiiurd, on which my fancy (in the moment) - oblcrytd ins 
blood. , ,. . ; i 

My U:\ir almoft ftood ereft on my head, and my blood rai 
to my iijcarc, as I gazed upon the horrid ipedtre, witrliotit p6 
mavc, or to del^ mine whether it Weit:ttun>an, oi- no. 

ffc locked in my ch nnlxfr with r.n inquiring eye, and p 
larly toward? the bed ; wliich, 'f:anding at the oppoiite end 
prcyptcd bis perceiving me, as I f<it in xlx ilaadc. Id 
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■ »a fo^cf, and not icemg my laiup bujni ng, b« ventured (lowly to 
frepout into tlic room — the d]wiing rcadiiog witbin two feet of the 
^oor. He advanced With a jflow pace towaids tiw bed, paufing to 
iiitdi, the dagger raiftd in his hand, Sc ftood over the bod a 
miiiutf, while a ghaitly grin of fatisfacbion iprcad over his livid fei- 
turej, h»3 eyes iparkid, and he railed his arm,to plunge the pMiianJ 
into his fancied vidlim. 

1 now cleai ly anderftood this vva6 no incorporeal fpe«Sjt. 1 was 
To overcome with the fetttc of the unckpcded dai^^ I had fo nar- 
rowly cfcaped, that I gnpmTiBd tloud; and, ftartimg isp with ruddc9 
-auilxration, I rufhed rorwardi drawing my fwoiditi an inftant* 
Haci 1 proceeded with more caution, I might have laid him dead at 
">y feet, without hid ha vi^ig any. power to adaultmc-^he being on iy 
armed with a fhort poniard. Alarmed by the noifc 1 miw, his 
countenance changed, and ilartirg round, he bthcid my glittering 
fword within a yard of his duoat. 

I-ie Rave a fudicn and madcrly fpring to one fide, by which Ii« 
avoided the Iwccp of my weapon ; nor did he ihy^ to hazard a iicond 
ftroVjje, leaping tbroygh the aperture^ where -he narrowly miffed 
being cut in two—the point- of my-fword divided the icatbcrn belt 
he had round him. - ^ 

I did not iiditate aboutfijllowing him througfj the private pafT^pe, 
-along which he rail vwith furpr^iin^ fwiitncfs, continuing to carry 
the lamp. NotwithHandlrg iny arm was not yet pcrfcd^Jy re* 
covered, I XenGbly gained upon, him, and Ihould hare />veriak€n 
ln«i, had lie not cxcinguiflicd the lamp, iBvohirg the narrow paf- 
i'aiJcin total da) kneis. . ^ 

i, iiad now every thing to fear, if pt that moment 1 cculd have 
pc^i capable of any fear; bec.iuftf, nothing was moreeafy than for 
{this aiTaffin to wait his opportunity in the daik* 
f I liilened, to mark which way his footi^eps tended, flill fol}owi%, 
iT)y iWf)rd extended a: arm's length, and parrying fronllide to fide, 
.lli#t he might not jflip me, and cut offiity retreat. 

icontinuedto ioUow til) I found myfclfin alatgeliail, where 
ilic rooon-i)eams tajntiy Ihonc upon the ponderous furniture, with- 
out fervipg to difting^iift) particular objedts— the window king of 
ifiiined glafs, 

V I now paufed ; for I had loft the found of his footftcps, and I 
4ii]cied that the villain had Ihelterid himfclf in4*ome corner^ or be- 
Jond the furniture, and might dart uponine, without my having 
power to ward the unleen ftrokc of death, 

'I'l^is hall was at a confiderable diftanee from ray chamber; and 

tiowV when 'the ar4our of tlie chate was over, 1 felt tfee ftiH danger 

«f my ^tuation ; ^xpoied in a^placc of which I was wholly ignoriipt, 

^nd ^ving near mc a man wlto had the darkelt intentionsy ana 

JcsMiiv^WIt at the in^m oi cxeciituig tjifin* I WoiKl^rcfl that he 

r 



1»d not ufcd fifc^rnt?, which he was probablj only prevent© 
by the apphshcnfion of railing the fcrviants* 

I fhuddcred at retracing the bewildered labyririth I had jufl 
i3en; and it was ahnoft equally dangerous to lemain where 
'From this remote fititatipn it was impofTible to alarm the pci 
iht caftjc, 'and I ftood for fome time ma gloomy rufpenTc. 

At length refledling, that though the moon at prcieiit glin 
through- the windows and prevented' total darknefs, it wou! 
ihoi;t time fink from that fiac of the buiWing, and leave me e 
to dangers I (hould have no means to repel. 

I tui ncd rouRd to feck tlie paffage to my own chamber, \ 
fancied I could dininguifli the obfcurc figure of the man f 
iaibng the wall. I ftartcd forward, but he eluded my blov 
fled again through an oppofitc door. 1 had no doubt but 
iliould now overtake him ; and I continued to purfue till hi 
ftcps were again, loft, ho longer echoing through tlw windir 

No pale beam, of light flionc upon the darkncfs around m- 
I I turned to retrace my way with caution, every Aep cxpc6^ 
meet with the point of his dagger; nothing being more eafy tl 
him to fall upon me by fuipriic. 

I had no means to djftinguiih whether the way I took was 
and, after winding about through fcvcral chambers, in place 
turning to the great hall, 1 found myfclf at the top ot a ilai 
which, by the faint light of the moon, I did not remember ( 
have feen. I made no doubt but I was now on tliC eaflern ( 
the caftle, frem whence it would be impoflible to return by 
the great galleries, the terminating doors being always lock< 
had now bewildered i^yfelfib much, that I had loft the clue t< 
fecrct ways hy which 1 had entered* 

• "Under thdc circumftances it became indifferent which ' 
' Aould proceed, and I dcfccnded the ftairfe. I then found i 
upon the ground floor, which, as well as I could diUingdiff 
^>avJDd witli marble. The moon had pafied to the Other lidc 
horizon, and left this part of tlie caltle in darknefs. I wei 
mid found fey eral doors leading into liiits of chambers, all of 
:^vere faftened- 

Abou t'hfl I f way ajong tlic paffage, I found one v^hich ftooi 
TOpcn. Without reflefting that it could ftot poflibly lead mt 
inhiabited^partof iheealile, I ventured in, but wasfoon flop] 
HO opptjiite door, the key of which was in the lock. I apa 
*herringos grating bai^fiily with ilic rnft they had gathered, 
damp a vapour imted forth, that I remained tome minutes be 
tiiirfl Yenttire to enter. 3 then fomid myfclf in a /mall ch^ 
^lie waMs of whid> I c6uld' reach rOuhd wi^h my Iword e%ttndi 
tnovnd fieWly ifoniracd, nod entered ftnotlK^room^ wl]iich'W« 



laf»r, ,4nd IcdUito a^faurtb romir, t^hc c^poTitC' doQ^ otvvijich was 
locKed, and, like^tHcT^pifdvthe key rerpaincd- , 

Aiudgq^ from Uielcngtiiof thdcxpomsti^ crofled tlicbafc 

of. tiic eaftcni. wiiig, aix4 that tjjiis door wqqld Jcad roc into the 

Rard^s, ,This^^ f^rcuji^ftanyc cauicd^mc to paujc, from a certain ro- 

ffc£lion which bcciirrtdi that tke ^(Tatin \f ho tad entered my 

chamber, I vva5 nb other than Jacques ; and :Iiat through thefe doors 

andchamhers Uc.liad found aduiilsion to tlie castle, locking tliem 

jaC^enliim. ^^ ■ ^^ . ' . . ^ . 

: 1 Avp plcafcd with tVi^ idfa^ and refolvhig to quit this wing of 

> the building, aiVd fccuiic ^tfe eiurancc, 1 turned the key and opcmrf 

tbcdqpr^.when iibuiTd'inyfctt"m ai^otlicr I'opm, . instead oithe garden 

T^had cxpqiSied ; but this dlfapppicfnient at .tliattimc was atforbtfd 

.'^ ^ greater a;^ more terrible feieliag. . 

The moon-bcaiDs flione full thrqugl> ibe opporitc window, rcfiedl-r 

jn^ on the pbjeAiJ.WTdrqme.v. 1 fi^ccd my eyes for a n»o'Vent on the* 

inost hprribie fight I kad jEver behcldT-a Hght which chilled. the cir* 

.cling blood in my veina^ and oveiTpread my foul with honor, 

•.I rec(pfrled fuddfenly/b'iCrf , aird drawing the door iii'miy too, wiitli' 

"in impulfc.pf tenor, it clokd with a thundering found,, ilifit echoed^ 

''- Ijoil^awj'apd ran along the whole pile of building*. . . 

\ 3^ .stood fom^timc in the nio?t a'ucl agony of I'ufpeiife; \yhcn> rea- 

/ . iT)nu)g myfclf" into better judgn;cm, 1 endeavored. agajn to open tiie 

■ door, tn^tljnight bDCritain wfet 1 had (een was nodcjufioh, and 

thatniy uiiiKlmiglit hot remain vvith an imigc upon" it of what was; 

. laost tenibtc and dctrstabie in iH^man nature. 

All my efforts were in vain, the door was firmly fastened, ^nd a 
louJ cry within but too furtly convinced me that I had >vitn;.fftd no 
illuGon, ; • 

Ircturncd with an uneven step to the long pallsTgc in front of thtfe" 
clvimbers. ' The variccy of exertion Iliad undergone rendered ine 
extremely weary, ar.d the hordfic objcdt whicli my eyes had beheld, 
; exlmu^tcd my strengtJi fa much, that when^ I had with d»9icutly -A'-' 
. c^^ded half way juyj the great staiVs, I was obligcd-to fit down, over- 
come with weak nefb'. , ■ ,. 

' In that lituat'on I refblvcd to await the return pf tncrn'ng; it ■ 
being' impblTIbfc th:it n'ny one. could approach iiie from, above or be- 
.^W, wiihputipy hearing the found of their Hers. ■ 
: . J bad not fat long befo)*G my mii^, wcai y a4id. agitated, ful)k into 
adinurbcd andcontuledilecp, I dreamed, that I Was iii bed in my 
; ow|i; chainbcr, and that fome one pulled me by the arm,. f<i that I 
fiwoicr«iud,pcrccived.,Vira^nJar fmiling upon mc. '*i*'ollbw. me,* 
. Albcrf," fa id file,; ,** my bflcr Ijas a'leidy taken tj:c vows, and I 
%m j^)ng to receive the vei ('—come, andbc witncfs to theceren^ony." 
7J tbouglft 1 i;tartc3 ijp^Very.miichaifliftcd at fach a fummous,/ 
vrbcn'l beheld oh tlic otlicrfide of me,^ a p^lbn wra^jHxl wholly in 
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Imig Mack'c^bthtsi fo tliat Tcoiild (fistingiiifK lickhcrfbrrli nor iSu ]] 
ture, oilier than tliat the oiitHiic fecmcd Iniman. ■ ,t loolccd at Virl 
ginrn as much as to inquire who it could tcT She fcttUcd iipoii; m^ „ ; 
vvitli iiJcfFible fwcetncfs — " Make no inciurrics about hfm," laid (lie; 
" foJlO'^Kie ! and 1 idiaigc you, aS you yatlic your life jiud inyh^Ky 
that you do not lobk l>ehind you."*^ * • . . 

I'faiicicd that T io\ lowed as flie dire<flcd i but By one of tlwfcTuiiden 
tranfitiotis \vc expcric cc in dreams, IfouTid inyfcffi Ilcnew libt ligw, ,,, 
i;v a chmrh-yard. Virginia ftill bJorc mc. 1 f^lt a .ftrong incli: a- ', 
tion to fook round, t''at I might fee if the lame ;dark formfoHowixt/ . 
us, blither \vordf checked nic. *^ Th'^;'- faidiflicfolcmnty, *' is 
jpy grayc." On a ftiddcu fire began to afccnd into the air-^I fotrni 
itiyfeJf rife 1 knew not ho\V, but it \yas without exertion on my parti .; 

-Vijginia's Jobts, whidi we te of white, now feemcdto unfold aB<f .: 
ft^rcad upon the air f^r many j^irds, Jiud 1 pi^rccived round her waift 
i\ zane of fjparkling diamonds. Tht yaff vault of the hcavciis feciiied 
of a deeper b'ue, the earth diiiiiniQicd; aiid the iflai-s incrcafed ij 
brjliianccnndmapnitiide, appearing as fo many Jiu^ ; . i 

. I fdt myrdf raviOied at tlie beauties that furrounded nie ; *' Siirelv',"^ 
liiOV!g!)t I, '^Tlidt'tl irk bcin^ cannot liavc fulio^vcd u^ to this ad-»* 
jnirabic pi ice "f* Fo gctt'n'g 'ih.e injundion I had received, I iiiiid*y 
%!er\ently tuuied found n)y head, and beheld, ";with aii' iiifxprJiTitle:;'* 
tVead i^iich overpowered me, the fi^^ure of a&eletoni in appearance'; 
fTowing like ?- furnace,' wlch black robcS {Ireamfhg in the wind, and .. 
vaving rOuDd him like cloui?. ; ■ , . '; 

,1 i'jui>i myfcl f falling, and ^cau^M hoM of Vis giiiiafs garments ' 
tp favc me ; Idra.-^ged her down With myfclf ; but, as we fell, J fan- ; . 
cied tlut (hi was fuddenly clianged hito Al mi j i, and tearing her robes . 
from me. Die-, mounted Ur from my fight. Loud thunifers br(.Jl;c " 
jound mc on every (ide— the beaming] funs, became black ^5 night^r- 
while I V.a3^pjcc>pit jtlng th oufiulds of miles to the earth r where 1 ^ 
fainted awav, and belieycd m>fcJf deiid. ' , 

..When I recovered fioni this finguiar dream, which \va? pot^foJ* 
fome time rif:cr, I actually believed that what I had expcricntci) , 
was triuh. I ftrctched out'my hands with a doubt of my own e:^ift- * , 
tiicc; ihy whole body was bcd<^wcd witl'i^a cold I'wicat, aiid^xipcninjg, i 
iny eyes, ^bchc^d the day fhining aroun^ me* . . ,>,:■• 

it was Ibinc before I recovered the pede^fl ufe of my rcifon ; apd' 
then 1 perceived, 'tbiit 1 had in my Heep fallen down the feirs : and 
J impuicd the thunder 1 had heard, to the noifc,oC^my falling, as 1 
ijiledSqin flt-pto Hep. ' ' .. \ 

Mv lU'cngXh was fj much exhauHed that' T c^uld fcarcclf ftaiid,:' 
ufld I !made i lO diubt, but I had fainted' away i^ my flecf). 1 was^^ 
endeavoring to afccnd the fiairs, \\'lm liesuihg ft\nci^ ^abovc ftK^, f"^ 
Jookjcd up, and beheld Fernahdo at ih« top; whcjfc couutenanpe iX- 
piclFcd his wonder ai.d ftirpriti;, -j \ '*' ' ^ " ' 



;4lew toWs^ wfi^ aij^mdttt, raf ip^Tttifi weakncfe and4iftg- 
wiiis 'f ix^di In^wrili wKpcplAVfts woiihdkdy jbegas tofuppoi-t 
J the pair^». .. , \^ ; ' . , . k 

if jF deal" riKn^,''. iawt Ji ** ^ Pp^ apprehenfif c on tfrat account, 
not pAcfwiTc Jiu^t.tJhJv^ijy cxc^ve ftigbt and fatigue. 1 have 
Htncfe to tfiq niplji 'JiofriT?ic of a^ti^^ and drcanjcd a drcarni' 
tas hairrowcd up my foul) and rcdi^ccd njc to tfti* wcakaeS .— 

I'wcntjj*' Ijid lii| ** to jour cliiamicr» to inyltc you, to a 
ihg*:? walk in tfic garden ; when I vas confounded with find- 
b« iTj^t rn jioiir ovvn rpon) s and, obfci-vkig the opening made 
fi removal ofrhc tburu^Lmentj 1 immediately condudcd that the 
Icr of the former* n'lglit had paid you a vliit, ana that yod had' 
:8d hirin 1 faw alfo that you had not been in bed, which told 
DU niuft^havc; been lon^ abfcnt, and I began to fear the worft 
idents. 1 did not rtipain leng confidcring what I {hould do— 
icr; you know* must J^ prompt in deciGbn, and the way was 
xfbrc me — I took down jrourpiftpfe, and with one in each hand 
dthepaffagc. 

onlinued aiong its obfciire and narrow windings, till it opened 
iadhairof ftatc, vvhofc drapery and hangings conCcaIt:d*thc 
)ce. I then found my felf in. a large antique haU, the windows 
licit were of painted glafs. In the middle of the hall stood the 
tables and feats in confufon— difhes and goblets covered with 
rcmafnt'5 uportthci^bles, the Vifibk vestiges of a feast—and I 
hlfpicious glance around me, at remembering the straitgc intci- 
sn on the wedding riighi of Don Padilla and Lady Zidana. ' 
: pidturcd to mylelf thefcencof gay festivity, the exultation of 
laj Und the joy ofhisguestsr-whicb, inone momirtit,musthavci 
:dnv<rted into utter drtinay ; and would have uiibcnt the deter- 
iibris of any other man# I had not much: time ^to bestow on 
meditations, as no found or trace appeared which cou^d point 
it Way* yon had ta ken* A little door -at the opjiofitc end stand- 
pen invited me to cnta-; and, aftet* paiJing thrbiigh variety oi 
bcrsi where the oid furniture remained covered with cob\»ebs 
ust, 1, at length, reached the head of thcfc stairs, and am rc^ 
ths^t my fears artf not a together reall ltd."- 
rcqutfcd almx»fct half 4n hour to return through the Intricate 
ngs, and 1 found rayltlf too ill, at that tinw, to enter upon 
aiiar detitifs. • We could have but one opinion of the pcrfoii 
iadfoelahdcstincly entered my chamber. Nothing was moro 
ble; thanr tliat Jacques, who had wolindcdme i» the wood, kncx 
lie fccret entrance into that dcfolate quaner of the castle^ where 
jbt best find retreat from the fcarch made after him^} and prompt- 
r rtvedge tor the death of his comrade, mingled with fear t©x' 
lf> frolB whxtllKid overheanli was refSlYat to destroy me*- 
■. ft ' 



: Wc conficlercd whcthci'lt wdiild te 'priidfcll tbifetr 
cpstic what had'ocxurt-cd, aiticaxife'that^it^ijf ii^ 
lurched : but it strudc tis^ timt, «trang^ fts wt vftXi^ 
autilortty for iuch proceeding; audit would be nieififcfs] 
the ladies wi£h(lifiiial apprehcnfions. Wtf.therfcfore^jud 
tt> rcnain lilerit, and provide? for any attempt that yiila& 
might foggcst agalrtst us; 

^ At &^t we intended impartihg to Gonzalez, the rcajl 
i^tcrrBption he liad mdt iif his narrsttt v« j Wt^il years 
cned his firrancfs ; and his fears of Padillk^ revcitgc bcJin 
strbng, wc dcterrtilned to hold him in igiloraticc, aiidt 
W'fc^esy wclUnncd; oh the follo\ving itight, * 



-^ V' ■>*■' ' ■^■■"■^ "' ' O'- ■ -^ ' ■ 

'^ »......•..»••.•....•• O now /or e'wer 

Marmetl the tranquil mind, farewell content* 

.' '^ ' \' ' .',:".-/ ^ .. ' Sha] 

/ H4VlN^ takcTl (oiTie rcfi •flbmehjl:, I ^id dovvh io 
the . ferment'pf my fpirit^, and if pofsiblc to' forget the te 
i fcad feen in. the moonlight-chamber!, as well as tijc. J 
»y dream which hamitrd mt?,.. 

S^eaii while Fernando, after replacing the pifturc,;.at 
it, la as it fhould not be opened without awaking m<*, w 
iny excuft'stp the ladies, by intbrmfng tbein, thattha I* 
; rcrcived fcom Madriti,. hac! Retained me fo far in the iii 
found my lei f iiot/ufficiently wcH to rife before nooii, ivi 
fiist time, I would join them in the family diii jrig rcJofn, 
, i arofc much relVc/lied at naoh;> dnd joined this agw* 
_ Uit 1 could not at oncc^ake off the tfiiqilitt which preyi 
Tlie light of Virginia iccmcd^evikn to ihc'rcafc.it : as h< 
ti^ior^s every instant recalled the vlfions of my flumbets. 

Hie a ftei-npon was pa^ea^ft i ittle eh tcrtamments ot 
IJj^ging J jor, , notw^hstaiic^ng the heat of the weather,. :' 
^r,uch ia:isfied with dur.fpjcicty to fcparatc ; and feme fraf 
^ircfcnted us l?y Gonaalcxy. grcatlv rcfrefhcd us. 

Fernanda, to be jnore at caibV l»d unloolcd his w/>«j 
4te pi£\iire Nyt^dfbc alwaa^^JS worp, attra£lcd the eye oi 
•, ** Ha.i ha ! Cavalier," laid ihe, Ctjigning to laugh, *' 
0©fil,is the pprtraitcf f^c j^yom« tedy f— Will yoi) p 
(ice four choice?" . . ^ 



^em7irii^c6\s^[neirvffi^^^ her hands, Wbici| 

' te jjafooi|^ fef4.^ha4 J& ^jjclaimcd-^** Hoff Virgin' Senior, 

h6V.tanicj0u to WW th6,|^i6\i|Cc of itJj niothcrf^Tcll inc,.dMl yon 

Cfct kiUtt**^ ,•■:"•- / .'■ : . ■■; -; \, ,. ■ • ■ . 

To thcfc q^wUons Fernando VepKc^'— ** That he knew not till 

' hitcly the rdembtancc, and merely wore it by way of ornanicnt j, 

tiiat he hcvcr had liadrthc happincfe oT fcpirg the fady, her mother V ' 

^.and^ thathc wondicred how ihc herfcif IhouW know tlw iikcnefef^ 

fincc, to the bcft of his recc^llcdiioB, file Wds an infeiitwhen her 

* mother did.". >. . ..... 

"* ' *^ Thirt ts very tnjc," replied flic, with a 6gh. " Though ' chij*. 

dfcn ^t" diffcrtnc mothers^ neither of uS ever ^cw the hlcfsiftgs of 

maternal affcftion : indeed, fo obfcure is the death of tliclc deal- it- 

ktions, that Wcknnw little more of them than their piftures mfbrm 

lis. Ybu {hart vifit our gallery of tamiFy paintings, and then you! 

(hall cpmplri'the likcncffes :'but I must cdnfcfs, a miniature fof;en» 

down the countenance, and njakcsi the face appear handfbmer.*' '' 

• *' This lady is cxquifitely Iwindfomc," "anfwcred Fernando;^ 

**nvhat tliiiik you, toufin? (turning to Virginia). S«c how ad» 

XTjirabty the JVfobrifh habit becomes her I— In my opinion, wct*c flic 

no relation of mine, the painting merits prcfavation.*'" 

- , " Gome, fistcr,'' (aid Almira,' ** let us &cW the Cavaliers . thi: 

pi£lu^'^8 i^ 1 know they will be cntcitaincd.'*^ 

. *VBut doyou not remember/* fald VirAinia,/*^ that our fatbet^ 

haa forbid' us to go there without him ? — When he returns^ the Ca«^ 

. ', faliers pan attend Jiini, and he can giy^ them the whoicyhiflory-." * 

, «* But 'waufd he give us the hiSory ?"' cried Fernando, hisc^cs 

. jJiarkUng with meaning- ** Think you that he— " 

I intcriuptcd him, by exprefsing a wUh to fee thcfc pi^lares,' 
. jvhich r had not done bc^re, and to prevent tlic ladies from obferv-? 
« ing any lingular ily in Iny frUnd'g meaning* robfcrvcd, that, per- 
haps, Dun Padilla. wa»,choicc of thcmy that he fVared they uiight 
be injurod if vifited in fels ablcnce. 

1 {aw th^t Virginia ^^avcred in her own inindT-wifhcdtoobligij 
ti5, and yet fearing to'difojbry h^r father : but the arguments of licr 
v{iner at Itot ovacumc her fauplcsr-Gonzalez was ftnt tor to bring 
the keys. 

Tbc old man was not fati%&d at the fdmmohs, and he ventured 

' t© cxprcfs as m»ch^ *' Yon know, my honored ladies/' laid he,\ 

. ^i that bis Excellenza would be 'iliJplcaicd, were he to come to ther 

Icnowlcdge of your hav'uig jbroRen his orders'^ and I am furo. the 

Cavaliers (looking at iis) would not wiQi any word^ fhould.arifi? 

from their, cuiiofity." 

"Nonfenfc!" replied A Imira; " do you hot know that my hnif^ 
IS many inifes:, dii'lantl and how-ihoulAhc cycf iinow that we ju(i s 
tvcftt iotQ the rooliJ, and out again ?'* 



fl&an this, has been publlfhcdtj^ the winds/' 
* "Do not let us go> fiftcr; wc had better nol/^ taid Tirgmia. ' Z:^- 
"** Juft as you picafe, ny dear," repdlcd' Almira ;^ ^^iJpnaaJc?;: 
talks as if it w^as a ini^i^ crmie ; JbUt, iormfrmvty if tHe Cavaliers^ 
#ill attend mci 1 iviU (hcwr the pi^urcs inyfelfi Giv^mc the kcWi '■'* 
ddnzaica : I woDdci what harm we (hall ddio inanWatc canvaisf?: 
' Fernando and inyfel f made ibnie faint. oppofition; diough we, in 
feA, could ^ot conceive that any illcoula arifefrwn £o innbccoi ar 

cAjifc.' ' ' "■ \ .;^ ■■; . ' , ' ■ \ ' /■ 

** Wipjl,'! faid Gontalea, ** if yoii are'ddtcrniiucd to^O| tfisrc ■ 
arc the keys ; but you maft iiM infiit upon mji-atteud^ce— 1 tDQ\» i 
Hiy duty bctteir,!- - " 

A^ he pronounced tlic last fentcnce, fee looked towafdi? ud wkh ah; - 
^^rcflrou of meaning 1 could not comprehend ; aod takitig the ' ' 
band of Virginia, iherdludfeintly accomj^iicd ua to thepi^re. , 
gallery, ' ' , , ^ J 

. Ahnira drew up the curtains, and engaged our attentronby a ^ 
<5omparifon of the two pictures. I admirccTihe rcfchiblanoe Lady ■ * ' 
Emira bore to Virginia'? and, 4:hough mjr friend gave tlie prefer* 
encc to Lady Zidana, I could not agree with him— (he wanting thc>' 
t^r carnated completion » which 1 always preferred to a brunette, * 

We had been about half an lipiir employed in the gallery^ and '^ 
®>n3alez entered in haftcani perturbation. [c^^" ■ 

" Hafte inftantiy away J" cried he. " Return thW inomcnt, 1 • 
Befccch you, to the dining-roora.'' ' 

** But why fo much hui;rv.?"faid L ' ' 

** We arc undone !" cried he : '* th^ moft unforelecn circttmf^ancci . - 
•— Haft en away t^is moment I*' , 

We Hnplicitly obeyed him,<.tht^h ignGi;a!tt of his reafcMis;^^^^^ ^ 
locking tiic door, h<i hurried down the back flairs,- bidding us not i- 
iany till wcgpttotbcdimng.roomi *^ 

' " What do you tliink of this interruption?'* faid I; " what call- > 
poiliUy have thrown -th* oM nun into fuch a iremor I* 

<<0! I knownot,'^iaid Virginia; *' but lean fcarccly breathe 
ivith apprehenlion.*' .. ! 

Fernando broke out into a laugh. •* Ridietilous, nty dear coufm 1*^' " ' 
feid be: ** why fhould you be lb appfchcnfivc? This old fellow has 
amind topunilh us fofprefumii^ to differ, ip opinion from himfclf;— . 
deperd ofiity you will fi^id the whole a tricfcof his in^vcntion/' ^• 

*' I fear notly anfwcfed Virginia, '* Gonzalez is not ot-aliglil 
^po(ition^-r-lncycr knew hira^eflin my life.''* / - 

^^ Herccomcs one tlwt does jcltj^' laid Fmiaodo, ^ Here, Hugo} 
Where are, you rttflttiV^ in fuch' ban ci'* 

J* 0, SciiQis!" cried Hugo, ontef toeath, ." fuch a furprifgl— I ^ 
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t^aU, as (5«*th^ft7i eJUt of fomr-^l flioiiM as foon ftavbcxpc£\je4 
. 'to beUnngcdl" , " * ' 

' " That you arc very likely ^ to bt*," faid Fd'h"»ndo ; ^ bat yoii 
VftolcTnotbc in Iiafteto* the giillows.-^Say tiieii ulieic you s<eic 
running, and what has bapperieS?*' * - 

'^} only bc^rd it by the way,'' laid lie ; ** and rmi away dircAly 
tn tetrmy fellow-fcriraiits,. who^^c all at fixes' and fcvcns, and nor 
mW fXpsdlcd— •' 

** Xcdious fellow I** cried Fernando ; '^ivJiftt is it yotf arc dnit- 
fcfnicabout ?— vvhSat did yon hear ? — ;what did you n^t cxpe(^ ?*■' 

^^ Why, I did not <?xptdl to meet you in an ill humor*, Senor ; 
and\vbat I heard i believe to be true, and that makes me in Itich 
haflc to repeat it. ^* . ' . ' 

_ *^ It is to no purpofc," faid 1, '* that we trific with this fcHow, 
Hugb knows you arc not his mafWr,' and be takes liberties/* 

** 4 have i;o doubt,*' anAvercd Fcj nando, ";bm my firftlbfpicions 
Vcretrne; and this fellow vyasfcmpurpolrfy to heighten bhr ap-, 
^rchchrion/' . ' 

. i fraw credit my felf .to this fog.qcfti<sn5 and we walked leifarely 
|*JS till w« came to Uie dining^rooin* Ahnira entered fir f}, biit'ftic 
f^sirtcd b ick with a frrean>, and v.c all pjeired forward to-lce the ob- 
i«^^ of her dilmuy, Wc \a ere (Iruek dBbib> t (\gh t of Don Pad! i la^ 
^^vo,"by our delay, I:ad hud tijne to enter tlie diuing-room before us. 
**^ was'' pacing the room, his brOws bent vntOvt he Tevereil frown' I 
*^^d ever fxhcld. You have feen, Marquis^ what a glogniy mortal 
^^o nfuallj' is~biit then he looked mifohicf per fonified. ' 

Viiginia half ran towards him, but he did uot deign to nc>tkc her; 
^pd her coujagc failing, /lie was obliged to lean upon my ann to a 
^hair. Almir^ Wfts; very little bet tef, ftammenngcut fon.cthingf 
^^Out furprilc at his fudden return, which he did not'tbink worthy 
«>*anfvver. ■ - 

In this unplcafant Ctuatlon.w'c remained for fomc miqutes* The' 
' "^lour wentjiud came alternately in the checks of my friend : flnd^ 
fearinf^ that his fcellnts might betray him into ra:fhncfs, 1 fum-» 
iRoned up my rclbliition, and fupprclTcd my pride at this cavalier 
treatment. • '..*.*: ^ 

"X)pn Padiffa," fftid I, *\you arc, rerhaps,' »S ttiirch furisrifcQ' 
at finding uriexpedlcd vifitanti in your call Ir, as thcfe ladies arc^at 
yam- rrttirn without notice, that they ml^vhtbavc preparedrto receive 
you iir a more fuftabfe imnncr." Still bt i-eniaiiicd iilerit, and T 
w'cvt on. *< Ican,a(rurc you, that \his intruficui.of ours upon your' 
bcfpitality, was by no means frbm' a trivial raotiye; and i fbould 
Wiflv— ^*'" ■ ' '" ■ ' ■ •■■ ■', - • . ' ■. '■' ■ ■' r 

"He flopped, and^lood^oppofitemc, fijjlr^ his keen eye upfto ni^^ 
l^'hiTc Icontinu^ ; ^ ...;'.>'- 

*^.«Attd*iftibuld^vHS,,tfeit-lhc obli^^bu I have r^c^v^- ir^ 
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pyottr famUy in jwnr abfencc, ftia j-bc tlic means of pfomotin 
'^cxtcnfivc iiiterccuifc iti future." 

*' Who arc you?*' faid he, xdntcmptudufly. 
** Whoever I ani,' ' replied I, cooly^ ** gi>t mc leave 
Don Padllla, Ikncm <tJiboyouare!'' • . 

A malicious hiiile bait bis fcattircs, '^ You kaow \vfa< 
laid he : " be lb good as tO explain who.tbat is*" 

1 had already condemned myfeJFfor my haftc ; and nov 
wthabow:. ^ "' ' ^ ' 

" The father of thcfc ladies; and, as fuch, cntHkd to m 
as I Qiall for ever rcmcrabcr die infinite debt of gfatita 

"^ So fhall 1," replied he. '* But who is your coiiaraclc ? 

Fernando, who had not the feitic tneafures to liccp a?;!, 
Irid Iir{er}cd witli a buiniiJg fpiri; to the altercation, rq>lie< 
Irpji j»rrd ften,! voice : . /, . ', 

'* Don Padil la I it h : foj- ni'ifcfeantsj murderers, anc] af 
bave comrades! You afk wlio 1 am ?— At pielent I am a 
but you shall one day know:inel.Thc njan -W}>q cquld 
I'ponthe claims ot frtendfliip, may well be excul'cd tlie 
hofpitaruyl" . « » 

*' Hai" cried Padilla, ^ livid tinge colouring his dark 
'*am I betrayed.'!' . - ,_ 

" Your fears betray you,'* replied Fernando. * Guilt 
der ruiTianscQwaidil" - ,ii 

^* Whatdoyouaim at by fuch an epithet?" cried h^^ 
upon tbe^ the ground. ** Am 1. betrayed by my owq 
betrayed into tlic hands of a dcl'peradoj an adventurer! 

At thefe word he drew, and made a pufliat Fernardd 
fainted away. Aln»ii a uttered a loud fcream, and cj^ 
a^m of her father, while I lan to ijeparatc the Combitaij 
each other with inveterate fury. : 

_Tlic fervants^ who hvadJiieaid tjicir maficr's cncs, ri 
room; but, being unarmed., i held them at bay wit^ 
my fword, while Padilla, almoflchoakcdwitli 
maiidcd them to ftizc Fernando. . f '} *• 

r^^ This is an cxtixmc fcolilJi bufincfs on all 
*' Don Pad! 11a, you muft allow this is a fliamefu^ 
l^rfons of QUI quality ; .and you, Fernando Co9i| 
lifcntment.'* 

, " Is thi^ Fernanclo Coc;llo?/Vfaid Paditia, fudd 
"Yes," replied I, *' it is your nephew, the 1 

I^beJJ;?— Si^^ly ypu will n<^t treat hiniihu^ on j 
^ Servants you may retire." .i 

^i>R>n#4(fclla didi^ ^t|j|j|ft!ftiKiy <)ix>«rj;^lKf| 



liicncc, aad my frietrd, (fecatfiaig 1iU fivori, placcS hrmfelf Ui^ 
chair, pbying with the hilt, without noticing the fituation of the 
ladies* r Virgima yet r^qanained npon the floor, and her lifter hung 
over lier, uttcrii>g the moi^ piercing Cries. 

- Agatha, t!ic Ikdics' attend wt, entered with ibme cITencc and w»- 
^r^ and J -flew to affifl in recovering Virginia. Don Padilla eyed 
^y attention witLiout fpeakingi he fccniccl revolving in his mind 
asat^rs of greater moment— now looking at Fernanda, and then 
wp[>nme. 

When Virginia recovered, he ordered his daughters to retire; 
^nd then, in a tone of greater coniplacency , inquired my name and 
•^h*alU{y j.atxl how I had met with the accident in* the foreQ, Which 
. he ijad (lightly heard from the fcrvants. 

I replied,' that I was the Marquis Albert dc Denia] that my 
J^^thcr-was fitlcr to his firfl wife, Lady Emira, 
- The colour rofc in his face at this remark j but, biting his lip?, 
•*^ remained filcnt. 

■^I had c vet y reafon to believe, that the affafsin Jacques had held 

'ibxQectjrrclpondertcc withPadilla y in which cafe, to appear too igno* 

T^Ut, was as dangt rous as knowing too ninth. 1 , therefore, obferved, 

_jj hat, having been benighted in the wood, I had cUmbered a tree to 

""^^^j when I was fuddcnly awakened by the I'ound of voices beneath 

^c. <' I infifl upon it/'Iaid one ; he fhall not live, (Don Padilla 

. J^rtcd)— are we to take pay for nothing ; I fcorn it> Lopez.'* — 

V. * Did they fay this V\ faid Padilla, iropatientl) )m I took no no- 

■■"^»^^ ©f tliis qucftion, but went on. 

•* lam of your opinion, Jacques,'* replied the other, who Ifup- 

J^ic was called l/)pez ; /'' 1 will not cat my bread in idleneis— Don 

"^adxlia-^(hcat mention of his name turned pale, but remained 

^fiU|u)-^Don Padilla fhall certainly diel"— " Here," faid Jacques,. 

* fhail it be here on this fpot ? — Many a man fcts out on a journey 

^c never returns from.*' — ( Padilla trembled, and looked rouiKl the 

~i»om).— ' No not here,'* replied Lopez, 'V in the hok further en, 

-V^herc the trees hang t>v€rit)ic water .-^You remember that place 

Jacques?*' — (Don Padilla started up, and clapped hi& hand upon 

.hisiword, while bis ^c« flafhcd with liiry-— again he fat^down, and 

i continued.-*- ' ; 

** At tliefc words 1 bst 4ny patience, and leaping down upon 

them, fword in hand, one of them was flain ; aaid the other, tak- 

^ang aivaetagc of my faUi stabbed me in the arm. Your daughters 

favcd me from death in the tjiorning; and 1 now return thanks t* 

jjroH for ^c prdtcdlion of your castle.'* 

Padilla nuutercd a very ungracious welcome* His mind wa^ 
adiiRttrbed bytheiaccoiuit J h;^d^iyenbim, which involved in fof- 
pieioti tlie lidigns ol' the ruffians j a fufpicion that \vas,\in fqixie ^ 




7* 

grttjonifirmedby tWr tbfcn beiog hv tHc kiagdoift^ v/Iren Ific haJ 
liippofcd thcni, according to their own account^ fiaves in Turkey* 

After a time fpent in niuUng, he fuddcuiy dcmaoded, if 1 bad 
fcen, or could recoIJedl the faces ot thefc men? I repl^itjd iii the ne- 
gative; thcdarkRcis bcii>g fo great, fhat I had difficulty to diiiiiw 
guifh their perfons. 

He did laot appear difplcafcd WlUi this «ply ; though he f\\^cf&. 
isehcineiitly lie would have the Icoundrel fought tor, and hangec* 
-iipoii the nearest tree. *< Had you killed them both. Marquis,*" 
faid lie, '* you would have made nic eternally your tVidSd." • 

*' Thus it is/' thaught l^ '' : lie tools of our vengeaiKe or 
bltion area terror to oyrielvcs.'^-No doubt lie trembles for the ( 
leqiience of t/iat ingratitude, he hiififelf has eXcmpJiScd," . 

"Ifuppofe*" faid he, after a gloomy fiiencc of half an ho 
^' you db^noc intend renjiining in thir; part of the coUntry mJwi 
days after you arc lb well recovered? X understood at Toloia, th 
troops were under marching orders," 

I perfcdly comprehends tbis hint, and I anfwercd— " the dear ^'^ 
of my titlicr ha^ a more iirt;entcl:\im upon my prcfcnce at Madricrrr^^i 
andpofsibly the new dignities 1 (liali (hereby receive, wiJi preveirr^'^'^ 
the neccfsity of \ny longer leading a life of fo much hazard*" 

** Then you Were a lokliei' of Hecedity?" replied he, withoi^:=^ 
anv regard to delicacy, '^ Yoa fatv right, it is an hazardeu^ ] 
fefiiar." ' ■ ^ 

. 1 had fome digiculty to qaaKify my reply. ** It is as you ^viy;' 
anfwcrcd I. " But the neccffity I labored under Was the rails c 
honor, and the cKiims of my cowntry. Thelc arc powerlul afgu 
mcnts, Don Padii la." 

*' Yes," crjed Fernando, railing his head from the deep ftudy h '^^'J 
had fullcn into ; *' but they are not arguments every man can fccK^^ 

He darted a look at PadiHa, who perfeftljr undeflood fiinr 
biU made no reply ; and to tuni the difcourfe, which 1 feared wooie 
again kindle into wrath, I praifcd the fituation of the caftlc, tmc 
the beauty of tiic fccnery. He filUncd like a man who does nor ^^ 
attend, ' . 

** Yoki ^ net feem iatisfied with iu fituation," faid Fernandoi ^^ 
••For ray a^nn part 1 tiiink 1 have fecn a calllc oo the banks of ifti^^ 

JDferrqthat wj^ mucUmore romantic, ^erc fuitabic to reflexion ^ 

YoMund«rAaudini»— '* / ■ \ ^ 

*^ Jj^" replied PadHla, r?fti»g; " biU yoado net ^iMadcrftaoc^ 

He was flitting the rdom abniptlyy when fuikkoly rceellc^^iu^ 
Irimfel iy kic tuirncd to s[pologi(e to me ; ojbferving, that be-bad manjr 
•Idlers ^to give, and (ome necedary Arrangements to make a^fter hi^ 
j^|).lenoe« 

As Ifoon, as wc xm% alenc, Fcrfiattdo fpsit way to a traefpoi t ^ 
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lagif, Infifting that \f c (hould, whiiout flc^plffg^giln m the caWt) 
return to Totofa. 

: ♦' Moderate, if you ptcafe, this frenzy of yours,** faid !• ** Con- 
.fida^thc variety of interefts wc have to arrange, in the icrvicc of 
»»hkh pafsion will be only detrimental, Don Padilla ia a man of 
'power. He poSkSks a large revenue fretn his acquired American 
fortune; which is jncrcafed by the acquilition of this exfeniive.do- 
>inaiti) and r^ered imgncni'e by the addition of the estate ki the pro« 
yince of Grenada. His income is equal to a prince : and think yoti 
it will be an tafy matter to bring a criminal like bim (fuppofmg 
him fuch) to jufticc. Wc miift bury in our brcatts every lufpicioui 
till time and opportunity (hall biing forward the hour of retribution. 
Rcflcdlalfo, that w heart b engaged to Virginia, and, you will 
then remember that Padilla is her father*'' 

,^ Well, well,*' replied he, ** all this I have been turning in my 
mind: but remember alfo, tiiat 1 am under the most facrcd engage, 
ments — engagements tliat-I cannot break. Remember alfo, that 
thi« castle contains^ iccret, which> if told, may ovcrwheim aH th« 
powct of Padilla in a moment.** 

'- "Do not bring before me that horrid rccplIc^jon,*'faid I, "The 
images of that chamber haunt my imagination : and this night I re- 
'Ipivc todiicovcr if all my fuggcstions are true; or whctfer thcoWc4»f 
rity and terror of the moment had daeivcd my fight.*' 

<• 1 Avill attend you," returned Fernando: " this is a bufincfs In 
'Which we arc both deeply engaged— no conjmon affair my^ turn us 
to another purpofe. Padilla will know that we haye flept i5i dif^ 
• fercnt chambci*s, and it may raifc bis fufpiciori if wc (hould vary that 
custom : mine is not far fioro yours, and. I will be with you a few 
^inutes before twelve/* 

J[ h^ fcarcely ^mct ©.agree, to this propofal, ^yhca GDB2|i1ea.cn- 
Ur<d the roojm, under pretence of clearing away the troit. * * I was 
sifraid, Senors,*' faid he, ** how it would be— my heart, mifeaYc m« 
^whjMi tlie.ladics afkcd for t;lic key- 1 could qo,t acccftint for itj but 
Jf Lav^ ttra;igc forcbodin)?s, ^t times.** , . '^ 

'** Nothing new has happened, I hopc,^' faid I. 

^ " Xes,*' replied fee, *<,his Excc'lcns^ha^ fcu.od;OU]t.that you were 

all m the pi£^ure gajilery, the cujtaiji being left up* He has bceil 

in a terrible paisiojiT, and ip Scolded the young Jadies, that ij^ey arir 

crying thci? eyes out, poor fouls I I have conic in for my (harre; 

JjWti giivoldl^nd tpugh, ufel to many a storm th$,t; blows OTcr toc.*' 

' ' *' Afavagcl'^ exclaimed Fcrnandp; "heis— ^" *• - 

**^HuQ» I Senor, pray, do not J?^ aiw body hear you, Jam mUch 

^stakcn if thcje be n^t ibape fpy in. the familyV You remember^ tlae^ 

strange y^icc we heard tb^tiiighUJif.I. aftv.b<|ti*ayed^ Scnors, t 

Jsnow what will be the coniequcncc.** '"- 

* :** Coin^eyit yoiufclf, G«n3^ca,?^laid J;./ihf«r;«rffcjr|i«rtf^ 
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to any body, and time may bring about 8ti*angc events* Wc m 
loon Jcayc the castle— ppl'sjbly to-morrow ; be a gtiard over the 
dies, and if any violence, from whatever motive, fhouldbeoffi 
them or you, instantly difpatch a courier to my palace at Mad 
and wc will biting a troop of caValry, aad pull his old building do 
about his ears.^' 

Gonzalez fmiled at this exprcfsion; and, fearing to be'mifl 
liastened away. I was very much picafcd that ^ corrtfpondciicc I 
thus been cstablilhed. It was occdkls to clear tip to him 
Jcnowledge we liad of the pcrfon who had occafioncd the interruptl 
as it would -only fubjfct him to^ thouland fears, and perhaps a 
him to leave tlse cJBstle. . ^ *' 

We faw litltle tnore ef Don Padilla that nigfit,; he was, or ] 
tend^tdbe, abforbcd in bufincfs: neither did the ladies appi 
vhich made us fufpeA they were under a comautcd to keep tl 
chambers. 1 retired early to my own, where I prepared every th 
for our undertaking ; putting my pistols in order, and provnd 
wy lamp. Some arrangements for.my intendedjourney fhe enlu 
day kept me cmplojred: lor J was determined no longer to delay 
abfencc from Madrid, where my prcfcnce was fo neccflary. 

The folcmn hour of njldnight arrived, and Fernando appeal 
vfty well ar(?led ; jib that Jwe had no occafioii to fear an cncom 
%- 4h Jacj^ues, even fhqv^d he be fupported by Padilla; Wc ti 
md our lamp, and, to prevent accidents from thefudden cloCnj 
i door, or |be. current of air, Fernando lighted a taper. 

1 gently dr^wT>acjc tjie canyafs pain ting, which rolled into a imi 
and, entering the opening, doled it behind us. Weproca 
ijfcntly and cautioufly, till we arrived at the gothichall, where 
unfinished feaft remained. ^ 

lyv2LS about to draw the curtains l^ehind the chair of state, \v 
1 fancied that 1 heard the hollow founds of a pafsing footstep. 
j>aufcd for a few moments, and all again became fi! en t, 

Jferred that our lights might betray lis: for though wedSl 
appreh;nd much pcribnal danger, we knew not how to^cuf 
Don Padilla the unwarrantable frcedoijj we M^cre taking;, and wh 
in our own eyes, appeared wanting ot fionor. ^he motiye, howc 
was strange, and^ outtof the ofd'mary occurences of life : cctor 
means of proceeding were abortive rcfouroe"^; and the necefeiiy 
ppon us ttecame, in oiir eyes, fnfficicnt excule. 

1 drew the curtain with caution, and looking round, all appet 
dark and vacant. We ventured forward, treading light as midnl 
robbers — the c6boirig hall catching and returning the fmalletl foi 

Our liglits rcfled!led ou r perfons in Ic ngthcned fliadowa on 
watt? and that fear fuperftition infpires, irrcfiftibly touched 
minds, as wc r«Qoik£lea tht icveral incidcAU thatilod occur^^i 
4>ttriyves« 
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Wcdcfcefedcd the (latrcaifc, dawn which I bad £ai?cn, «ndpiffci 
on till we cailie to tlicdobr of tliorc chambers, where 1 had been fp 
fhockcd with htfman dtpravity. I'hc key was no longer in tlic 
lock ; a plain indication that feme perfon had been there fince my- 
Iclf ; and an. affiirance tliat my lenfes had not wholly deceived me. 
Wc endeavored to enter by. force; biit the llrong door refiftcd all' 
tjic cffbrtg we were capable of makmg, w.ithout endangering our- 
feivcs by the npUe,. Wcpaufed to eonfider whether we Ihould rc- 
tuin to find other means of" entrance, \ 

^ A flint ray of light darted aciols'the farther end of ihc paffage, 
difcOvcring to its a dillant and narrow flight of ffairs, leading to a 
range of apartments, of which we had no knowledge. 

Z*^ Thisfiariiig light will b. tray Us," faid !• "if you will remain 
here with the tanp and taper, I will vcmure to afcend thole ftairs, 

a^d fee whence tk\t light fiiines.*' 

Fernando would not readily agriee to tbi* propofal ; ..he wiihcd us 
to leave our lights burning upon the pavement, while we fhoiild go 
together. But I reprefented the danger of our making too much 
^noifej arid the "doubk fcrvice he would perform in coming to my 
af:istan(;e by fnrprife, if afsfstasce flioutdt)s ncccllary, as my aflaiU 
ants would not be prepared fcr his attack, 
' Having prevaiJed on him to agree to my propofal, I walked cau- 

. tioufly forv^ard, afcending the back stairs. 'I'he light (hone steady ' 
on the landing, then fudJenly difappcared, as if the door of tlic chaiii,- 
ter, from whence it flione, had ben clofed. - I' ventured forward, 
lis ten iiig at every step I took.- About twenty paces forward, my 
car caught the tow found of voicesj but To indistind\, that I could ^ 
nsake out no one fentcnce. 

' I p^ufed, and, in a fesy moments, a door on the right liand was 
partly opened, a stream of light (hone full in the gallery, and fome 
nerfoii looked out, as if to fee no intruder was near. He retired 
.without cjofing the deor, and 1 advanced, fcarce daringto breStthe, 
1 ve^ntured Vo near that 1 could distinguifh the voice of Tadilla, and 
the iiarlh tones of fornc other, who fpokc fo loWy 1 had difficulty 

, to unc^erstand.him. . ^ - , 

j . , <>' All this that you tell me is true ?'' faid Padilla* \ ' 

*^ True, your Excellenza.'* 

" And>^ou hcaid that old" dotard amufing them with all the lies 
ilhat are circulated by the fupcrnitious fools about him ?*' 

. ** Yes, your Excel lenza. He mentioned the strange entranct of ' 
Count Ferendcz, on your wedding night; upon which they made 
their comments. I ana ccrt2|in the Marquis overheard raorc than 

J was fuiEcient when he was roosting in the tree,'' 

« And for which your tongues delcrve to he c\3t out," faid Pa* 

diUa : ** wc must conuiltabout him— he must piy for his curidfity !"^ 

*• Aye, aye, by the Holy Pcier I" faid the niffian, whom 1 l»d 
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no Joubt was Jacques ; " if I take him In hand, he \«fll have tight 
v^ork of it—- 'tfe what I owe him for the murder of my friend, rfa 
was very curious in his inquiries about the ladies.'* 

" Do you fay fo ?" cried Padilla. " Do you think he has any . 
fufpicion?'*; 

. " ' Tis as certain as death/* replied Jacques; "he has more than 
fufpicion— I fbould have done his bufiacfs that night, had 1 found 
him fnug." 

I fiiUddcred at the narrow cftape I had had ; and not without a 
fcnk ot the dargcr 1 rail, ffom having raifcd upon me fo inveterate 
an ^ncmy, . He went on — 

^' Invite tht:m to r«?main with you fomc days.— They will not 
enter into your motive. — ^Thcre are many ways to dilpofC/ of a 

guefir / ,- 

" By my ^oth are there!" faid Padilfa, in a raifcd. voice, ^*ycu 
have hit it, Jacques — thefe fpaiks are not to be played with. rcr-P . 
nando is a fiery -headed fclJow, and has a claim from his anceflors, 
never yet fettled, to thefe very cf)atcs.'' _, 

" J know it/' replied Jajpques ; " I have thought on that. We 
will lettle his claim, however, with more certainty than law.'' 

J>oa Padilla, broke into a l^ugh. It was the laugh of malig- 
nant triqinph : and, had I at that moment pofTcfled the power, it 13 , 
probable 1 IhouW have made no fcrut)le of arreting their intentions. 

" Let us now go," faid Padllla; *' have you the key ? We muIL 
perform the necellary duty ." 

I inquired within my felf what this duty could be. Had it rcla- 
tlon to the things I had ihcn in the moon -light chamber ; or, were 
there yetieepcr or more horrible iecr^ts in the gloomy walls of this 
antique building. " Why not he witnefs to this duty ?" thought 
1* ** If it relates to that chamber, they muft pafs thefe flairs— 1 
fhall have time to reach Fernando, and we wijl take our ftations 
together." 

1 retreated gently down the Qairs, and pafsing (juickly along the 
pafiage, was (urprHted to find Fernanda abfent. TJ)e lamp remained: 
burning on the pavement, but the taper was^gonc. ** Surely," faid 
I to my felf, " this is very imprudent— what fuccour cou'd he have 
given me in cafe of necefsity ?— But what motive could Tiave led 
him from his poft? it muft have been momentuous. He did not 
fafs ra^;! am certain ; and furcly cannot be returned to my chamber," 

I waited witfe-thegrcatcft impatience and apprehenfion, expe^ng. 
that radii la and Jacques would every moment appear upon the op* 
fttfite ftairsf and find me cxpofcd before them, in a place where their 
crime would run no dancer of dctcftloiu I durn not venture to ^ 
call, and my imagination pegan topi£lure foiuc unexpedled trtfgcdy.. - 

TheoUlbcJIof thecaftle founded the folemn hour of one. /t«; 
Vibration fceuiel lengthened io vay ear; where it bsSi not ccafcd^ 
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-ft«tnbltnt, when a bright light darted from a door on tlie Icftrhand 
at a diftancc, and gave nic to cxpedt the return of Fernando. 

I advanced a few pace*- to meet bimi wondering what could have 
induced him to enter that paflagq tn my abicnce; but my v^onder 
vas<:hanged into afloniftiment, on bcliolding a phenomenon fingu* 
lar and unaccountablcw The light, whofc rays had broke upon the 
long and obfcure pafTage, moved forward without vidblc conductor. 
in the form of an ignis-fatiius, or marchj^ meteor; it movql. 
iKTithin a foot of the pavement, with a flow and eve? motion, and 
its light was fixed ana dear, without wjivering on the breath of the 

1 ftoodatadlftancc, watching this ominous appearancr, and tK» ' 
.l>cd\mg what might cnfuc — nor did I many moments cXpeA in vain* 

A tall figure, wrapped in a long cloak, andmufflsd round the 
licad, walk^ folcmnly into the paflagc. The arms were crolfcd up* 
enthebrea^i and but a faint outline beneath the drapery ^ marked 
its conncflion with the human form. 

I ftiudderd as this phantom drew ntar; as it perfc<^Iy brought 
to my mind the black figure I had bcheU in my dream, within a 
few yards of the very {'pot where 1 then flood. Its iize was equal t« 
that of Padilla, and I (hould have ilippolcd it himfelf in dirguiie,had 
it not been for the fupcmatoraJ flame which moved forward before. 
X wanted coilrage t6 [peak or to move, waiting %vith terror for tlic 
event. 

He moved forward; in a moving pofiure, until he catflc within 
a few yards of where I stood, then' folcmnly raifirig the hood of the 
cloak which enveloped his heady and throwing wide his right arm> 
1 bdield beneath, the drcfs of a foldicr sta incd wkh bl ood* 

I ttartcd at the fight. I doubted not biit 1 fa\V before inc the 
perturbed fpirit of Count pcrendcz, and my knees trembled befteath 
me. His countenance was pale and bloodlcfs— his cyesSvere wifdj 
yet without lustic-^and death fccmcd stamped upon his yellow 
forehead. His lips^ere without motion ; and, as he flowly pafled '^ 
roe, he pointed to the door from which Ihad fccn him enter. 

Once, and but once, I liad ftcn this tireadfial vifion of dilUirlxd 
immortality, on the eventtul night which bad announced the death 
©f my father. The indiliin^ View that I then had, imprinted for 
ever on my memory the terror of features not to be forgotten rand 
it wastiot until the phaitom had afcended the great %iis, that I 
fouwl courage to remove from the place where I stood* 

I could not doubt but'the motion it had made to the firther dcio% 
tonccnied my friend j whom I now judged to havc'fecn the lame ap- % 
pearancc in my abfence, and lolloped it into iome danger. 1 had 
reafon to belieVe, from what I had feen in tl)e moon*4ij>ht chambo*,. 
Uiat jDon F^illa and Jacques^ were, not tk only inhabi^ts of tlus 
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hadno^''*' , r. •• thouHb* *♦. \.nA his fnant nas " 



trt my haste IstumUcd ag^inft fomethinjg on the floor, and fell 
down, 1 readied out tny hand, after the nrst furprifc, and felt an ; 
human body on tli« ground before me. The hlood ran co!d to my 
heart. My fingers traced over the lace, it fecmcd v^arm beneath 
the touch, and truth flaihed upon my comprehcnfion . 

^* It is Fernando," cried I, ialoud, ^^ fcarce knowli)^ what I 
laid; '* he is dym|[> and no help is ijear !" The |«ng urtiich I felt 
at that morocpt, f cannot attempt to dcfcribc— it was a Hart of dcd 
pair ; and, forgetting danger to rayfclf, I dragged the body up the 
ftcps, which were daihmy with fubterran«an dev^^ and happily^" 
g^^icd •thcchapcL ^ 

I tore open his elothes, and, laittingmy han^ upon- his hcftrt, a 
fligbt pulfation was pcixeptibTc. I r»ifed the body on my IhouJdcrSi 
'ftnd being too much agitated to regard trifiing ijicidtntsf, I ran 
thrgugh the apartments, notwithftandingthe imppnetrat>lc darknefs. 
The air in the great hall was ftrong, and> placing him upon one of 
the chairs, I chafed his temples and brcafl, till he beg»n to bFesithe 
freely, and, by flow degrees, recovered^ His recoUeftion, however, . 
wa& extremely confiifcd; and he cried frequently, " O! tfeeliorrid 
vifion I*— Take me away, my dear Albeit !---Save mcJ-f-'Save jn* 1" 

1 was myfelf almost distra£kcd at this raving ; not doubting but 
his fcidcs were disturbed by what he had fccn, and I conduced hint 
with the utmost difScuIty back to npr chamber j whcrr I f&rced him 
to dmnk one of the cordials the pby&ian I^kJ prefcribed to me, and 
then laying him upon the bed, If^t by him, thinking over the 
many unacconntabk incidents which had occurred tpua l»th wilhia 
fo very few montlis. 

It appeared to me like a dream. <* Who clfc amongst mankind," ' 
thouglit !,>' are involved in fo fiiigular an adventure F-^Ir a bufi* 
ncfs lb complicated, fo mysterious, and fo dreadful, that I am at 
times attempted to doubt my^ own existence ;. or to believe ail the 
dreams of idJenefs and romantic fuperstition. ^ 

Undoubtedly murder is the most atrocious oflfcncc man can com* 
mit against man; for which neither be, nor all united fociety can^ 
make retribution to tlie injured. It is treafon agahist the order and 
haj^^ony of nature. Without the intervention of fup«rnatural wit* 
©efsf 'do crinje has been difcovered by ways ib unfordeenand fa 
(liifiular. 

It was the belief of the ancients, that the wandering fpirits of 
perfons flaiji by violence, whether private or in^ battle, roamed about 
the earth until their afhes received burial ; and that belief has dc- 
^.fcended, and remain4.to this day amongst the lower claO'es Of man- 
kindi— And why may it not be fo J Aifi >W"tTiMiU'H(&^^Xi'^^'^»Kr 
dcnu ! or, are WQ more d^jmg V\ 



CHAPTER VIII; . 

CrtduVttyy tbt child of IgMranet^ 
Nurtured by yidlenef Si best loves to d'welt 
In rustic sbades^ or in tbc gloomy pile* 

•^ WHILE Fiat bcfidc my ifricnd, wrapped in thefc gloomy inut^^ 
tngs, ihc raornlng dawned acrofs tl^ mountains, ligljt and atfj^*^ 
doads fprcad oyer the horizon ; here Urcakcd with gold, and thuuiiTr 
dappled with lilver. In t.hc cafl, the etherial blue of the heavcnt^s 
enttvened th&landfeape, and the dark mountains of Morcna fc^med^ff 
for once, to fmilc, • 

larofc from watching Over my friend, who had fallen into t= 
ftentle flumbcr, and, opening the cafement, inhaled the freth air otr"^ 
the morning, \vhich revived my fpirits, and feemed^o breathe ypdii^» 
mc in. new life. , 

► I'he beauty of tlie garden beneath me. gay with a profufibn o^^ 
variegated flowers, invited me to partake «f its^ fvvcets, before th^^ 
blazing fun jfliould have exhaled them, or withered the clear greeiK 
of the foliage. 

No pcrfon was yet vilible in thi» hrge pile of building^ an# . 
fastening the flying pidlurc with a knifcf, I stoic foftly along the 
galleries, and dcfcewded towards the garden. The door of a Httl« 
room on the ground fi^or stood open, and foroc perfon within fighoi 
heavily. • ' . 

** Who," thought I, ** can have cccafion tomdulge this carljr 
g'ricf? Have thdfc in hamblc itation^ troubles like us to prey upon 
them, and blight their little felicities? Very pofsible this is ibme'^^ 
love-flrikcn maiden indulging the reveries of future prolpc^s, and 
fighiug forth the name of ibme fortunate youth.* • 

Tliefe pafti^ig ttfledlions occafioncd my return -ofter pping by a 
few paces, and atrijiity prompted rne to enter. 1 wsis oreatly for- 
prilcd to fee Virginia already up and {Vtting aloae, fo loft in the - 
lubjc<aof herrcflcdions, that I mad^ fevcraUlcps before ihc turned 
her eyes to fee me. ^ ^ 

She fhrtcd, blu flung at my intrufjon, and^ in her confafion, was 
at a lofs to fpeak. 

*^ My dear cou^lr^•' laid 1 fauhering, for 1 had caught her diffi- 
dence; *^ how fortunate is this! it is a chance beyond my iiopes. 
Thisdav, Virginia, will moft prob^bly-part us many leagues, anj 
Wheii fliall I fee you again ?" 

-"That Ldonot know^" replied (h?, turning her eyes tow^& 
dic^ ground. 
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*«iatwhylh<miaycfttevcfwiflit<ofcenje mor*?*' ' ^ ' 

^^ C^ 70U afk mc fo cold) fo cruel a quedlon ?" iaid I» taking 
htr hand. ^* Can you be ignorant, that while you adiiiiniftcrcd to 
my illncfs, you infptricd a pain that is incurable, but by yourlclf. 
Tell mc, then, deareft Virginia, whether 1 mayhopc you cair 
return my affedion ?"• 

Sheblufhcd, hcfitatcd, half raiCed icr eyes beaming with mean-*, 
ing, then anfwcrcd with the prctticll contyfion in the 'ftrorld— *• I 
Imow not, Marquis, whether difcrctionjuftifics me-- 1 am ignorant 
c^F the ways of the world, and have only to fpcak with the unccrity 
. of a country raaid. I have heard, that, in polifticd circles, they 
never mean what they fay." 

?*Buti, Virgima, J have been HUle uf«d to thofc circles; the 
can^p hiS been my fchobl, 2ind the thunder of war my rattle. W« 
J\SLvc no time, in camps, toliudy^hc art of trifling with the affec- 
tions of the fair j and, believe me, lady, you yoarfclf cannot fpcak- 
>vith Icfs difguife. Speak, then, Virginia ; let mc lifttn with delight 
to t lie accents of peace." . 

^ 1 endeavored to footh her cmbafraflincnt- I preffcd her to de* 
clare that (lie was not indifferent j and an affirmative , which died 
*x»ay upon her trembling lips, elevated my feelings to rapture. 

Aftei* allowing a few (hort minutes to thefc endearing confcfsionsf 
V/bich conditutc fo much of the plcafurc of gcnaw love, and eya- 
poratc in detail, I remembered with regret the nccefeity tbcrc was^ for 
m}' fyddcn departure from the caftic, «nd adverting to the return of 
Djon Padilla, *< Is it not furprifing," faid I, " that be fhould trcai 
with f tich bautleur perfons who have fome claims to civility ? Can 
you guels any motive, Virgmia, fpr this flrangc difppfition ? Is it 
a malady of the mir»d, or arifcs it from external canfts?" 

.f*I,'' replied flic, " cannot give any reafon for it. There was 
a time, 1 am told, when he was all vivacity— too much fo, indeed; 
but that was before he went to Peru. His good fortune made him* 
more exalted in his carriage: Uit from the death of my rodlhcr- 
(which happened before I can remember )'aTcrfe that fcverity of man« 
ncrs, which glooms over his own enjoyments. He is always, I 
think, worfc after hts vifits to Grenada; aud nay lifter and 1 liavc. 
generally tofccludc ourfclvcs from his pretence for fomc days, tlU 
his temper becomes more fettled.*' ' 

** And does no fufpicion ever crofs your mind ?" 

**H9ly Virgin 1 what fufpicion rtiouyi?" 

" Nay, I know not ; b^tt-furcly there rnufl be fdin« fecrct^fome 
unufual caufc forthis ^>fehavio\jr. Who, or wh^does^jtvifitat 
Grenada? Have you relations tlVere?** ^ 

** Yon afk: very fti-ai^ge qUcfHow,** faid Virginia. 

** Bccaufe," rqjlied I, *• I have ftrange Hilpici^rtf. Ymir irootlittP 
di^filddcnly— Dan<>tftart, Virgiuki, bttihicarftiCt^Hcrwaitijjgw 
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maidj Tcrda^ltos never beeiy heard oC^fince the flight » of tfife 
funml— "V ' ■' '^ 

Hfic I fiic^dcnly remembered the images of that horrible chamber^ 
and of Avhat my eves hi^d witncfled, and lUartcd up iajroliintaril^ - 
A iTiojncnt WHS fufficicnt for recollcdtion — I iat down and continucEi^ 

^* The Lady Zidana, what became of her?— Kow, or when dki^ 
ihedFC?'* . • , . 

" Did yon never hear?" faid Virginia, ♦urning very pale, pc«^^ 
baps, at the dilbrdcr of my feature^. " 1 remember old Gonaial^a 
told us oned^y flie was drowned in a boat upon the river Darro,l:>3 
the b(^9ticaii being in liquor. But what has all this to do with yOtmr 
fudden departure ?" • 

, ^* Would to lieavcD, ' cried I/* that it liad not to dol Ah I Yh^' 
ginia, 1 fear—" 

" Fear what?" faid /lie, trcmblirig. You terrify me with appr^^^ 
Jjtnfion— fwhat is it you fear ?V 

<* I fear that all - is not right* Why is the eaten wing of tt:** 
^caflle never vifitcd ?" 

" O,** iaid (he, fmiiirift, **, if that is the rcafbn of your fufpieioD a^ 
1 can eafily do them away. That fide of the cafHe is haimtcc:^ 
Have you not noticed that large painting of the black and the ythi^^ 
knights?— Did you underfland it?" ' — 

" Yes," replied I, " I did underftand it-^it has a very impor'-* 
tahtltiea^ftf^,— Are you thcd acquabt* d with the Iccrct IL* "' , 

" i know no-pfl^tJculAr fecrct in it," returned (lie. *f It is yef"* 
known that wing of the caOlc is hauirted by thefe knights. Thc^ 
werrtwo brothers, who, in former times, fell in love with the lad^ 
of the eastic, who was their xinly fisher. She lived alone with thc^J 
after the death of their parents ; hernainc was Ser^hino, and ftic 
was renowned as the gr.eatcst beautv in the provinces . Every ki>i j?^ 
who fought her hand, was obliged to tilt with one or other of the 
ibrothcrs, who constantly remained vi^lorious; and their uncourt?ous 
fccha^ioor diove all viCitants from the castle, ' 

** The brothers having no Strange knights to difputc with ^ became 
jealous of each othcri both endeavoring to influence Scraphino witji 
their criminal palsion ; and, being of fiery fpirits, they agreed to^ 
ining their prctcnlions to iffiae by iaugle corabat* They mounted 
their hoifes in the court-yard^ obliging their Gster to witncfs tllis^ 
unnatural difpute. The vjdiitc knight, was wounded ; but he ue-^ 
horfcd the black orte. Berth were enrag«l to a pitih of frenzy ; and 
dragging their filler into%e great gothic hall in thcxaftem wipg, 
they there proceeded to fin i (h the combat by the fword. Scraphin* 
endeavored to part them, but in vain. They fought with the fuiy 
of lions; and were not content, till they hsKl received fomaii/ 
VOunds, liat they fell upon the floor in the agonies of dc;ith. Sci*^- 
pbluowM: overwhelmed .with grief and defpair at tlie fight; and) 
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bbingherfclf with a poniard, fcl1| and died upon the bodies of 

* brothers. •' 

* Ever iincc that time the caft wing has been haunted. The noifc 
the kmghts fighting is heard at particular times; and upon'tlie 
le night on «lnch the event firft took place, the fptrits of the 
i^ts and the lady a€^ over the Bunt tragedy : the marks of which 

vifihic at this day-^thefprraof their bodies where they fell, being 
nted on the floor in Ubodi. i 

"This is the itiQst tragical of tragedies, Virginia," feidl.. 
^ho gave you all- this wonderful information ? Have you fcen 
icardany partof ityourfelf?" ' 

* I have certainly heard verr strange noifcs," (he replied. •* I 
t heard groans, at times, which funk my heart within me» But 
y fhonld-you doubt the truth of this story ?'^ 

* Bccaufc, my dear couiin," faid I, ** there arc many circum- 
iccs very improbable in it. It is not more than twenty ycari 
3C that fide of the building was dcfcited. Your morfier, Emira, 
dcd there : and if it had been fubjed to theie martial vifitants, I 
gr (he would loon have changed her fituation." 

Virginia, had attended thcfc objcdlions with impatience. •* No- 
ig is more eafily anfwcred," faid' (be, with an air of fuperior 
ument. My father when he came to live at this place, on his 
tiHi from Peru, found the cafilc fhut up ; and, treating the whofe 
y as a Jeft, he had that very fait of rooms fitted up for his own 
dence, tht better to infpire the fervant^ with courage. He was, 
KCvcTy never very content in his fituation ; and the ierirants have 
i me, they were certain, from his change ofdifpclitionj he had^ 
i the unniitural brothers in their nocturnal rencounter. ) 

* He ftill pcrfistcd in living there, whtn ray mother died. Who 
)W5 if the were not frightened to death? rmfure^the fight of three 
d people cutting each other in pieces would kill me. When I 
t faw you wounded in the wood, and the dead robber beiide yo^ 
haught of the two knights.'^ 

* Nothing* could be more natural," replied I. ^* But 'tis very 
mge none^t' the (crvants (hould ever meet thefe Cavaliers; and 
v ftiould your father fuddcily abandon tht fide of the castle? It 
conldHve ki hannoiy with them threeor four years^ how can^ 
y to taU out at length? 

* You laugh, Marquisj'but LafTure you it ts a very fcrious aifaift ' 
t the wedding night of my father with Lidy Ztdana, he had tht* 

1 cleared and illuminated in the most fple idid msinpci . All the 
csts Were liateST,' and the revelry begun, when the knight in blacky 
lipped in a long cloak, the colour of hs armour, entered the hali^ 
K!,clo€k struck one— and all the frighted guests started up in ftr- 
'i flying away in the greatest cbnfufion. When all the vifitOrs 
Ima^c their etcape diierent ways, and noncb^t L^y Zidan^^ 
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to inquire the rcafon of this uncxpcfted vifit » inviting the 
the lawTie time>. to fit down to tlie feast. 

** The bbdc Xcaight frowned at this fitmiliar invitati 
.i^enijig his long ciuak> fhewedhis aimeur broken^ and 
covered with wounds- "Fly," cried h?, in a voice like t 
ingof ipc^r^ I " tbisliall is mine 5--My brother will be I 
to partake with our lister in the tcast. - This cast wing of 
Js ours: and wbqiever tiencetorth relidfs in it» musteat^i 
ijat with us." So faying, he threw his gauntTtt on thcgre 
'looking' sternly at my iatlier, pointed with one hand to 
icngc, and Uie other to the door. My father willingly I 
gueat.in polTcflionofthe feast, which, I am told, remai 
table to this very dny ; and taking his new-married bride if) 
.hurried away from the gothic hall." 
: I could not but admire this mixture of ^ruth and falflu 
the plaufible turn Padilla liad given to an intcrriiption, wM 
To numerous an aflembly, that to have denied the faft, wc 
lave prononihced hUniy f guilty* 

Cncdulity is e»er ready to believe without eriticifin: am 
.can be too improbable for ignorant auditors. 1 bad been v 
,Gon?aIcz of the ridirolous rtpoits circufeitcdby tlwfcrvant 
lie never took the trouble to contradift ; and 1 was gric^ 
that Vii ginia load paid them fo mucii attention. Nothing 
could be tiiorciiQtuial in tlicir fccludcd fituation, where a ta 
jnai*vclloii3 had charms unknown in the,bufy fcenes c^ , 
where lupcrft ition held ks f*ay '-^ ithout controul.^ 

** Virginia," laid I, at theconclufionof hcrftorj^, ** I h 
Jtafbns to wift you not to place too milch confidence in tl; 
«ports of domcftics. They arc generally unacquainted wi 
^nd from vague information, or half-heard ftntcnces, con 
Jftory that will fct reafon at defiance. Let us now, if yjo 
leave the knights to their tilting in ^e liall) for matters of 
|nore importance. "Will it be pofliblc that I Ihouldcorrefp 
^ou, fend you njy plajap, my adventured, and a<aions? 
enow of no way jby -w^igh we na^ .exchange our ideas a 
l»ents?'* 

" No," replied flie, ** yon woul d not cwifli me to enter 
l^^ndcstin^ coiT^lppErience.-^My hooof would TufTer in 
fyes ; andjou woqW, en^erndpelefs.'* 

*' Not io my angel/* cried 1 ; *^tbere arecai^ and fitu 
'VK^h it ts^allowable: to fet<afidetbpfe strong claims ctfparen 
l^hcnj for instance, a father ^»H>uld controui the estaUifl 
1ms daugjjter, sncrdy frofn whim> pleafure^ or conycnienc 
iMi tofr.noiriw miQJ^i Qjpdics^ to <$!paft-<rwtm> lie ios9 
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^efi»rid to iuquirc into tbc merits and claims of tbc'cuDclidatc— No- 
thing can be more unjust and wnrcafonable." 

" I have listened to you vvith rcgict," anfwered /he, *' bef^aufti I 
»Would not willingly alter my opinion of you.— But what (hall I 
^hink, if you thus early wi^h to lead me into oppoiition ? Indeed I 
cannot, will not. It is time enough forme to do thus j^ when he 
fliall have proceeded to thefc ads of tyranny you enumerate." 
. M Huft"^I then depart, my Virginia," faid I; *^ mulVI quit you 
. ^without a certain profpedl of liopc ? will you lacrifice all my happi- 
iicfs to the will of your father ?" ' 

•'* How you t^lic, Maiquis," faid. (he, with an air of vexation : 
*J have I faid any of this? or is th<: fituation we, at this time, (land 
in, iach as you arc pi^^uring? My father, I acknowledge, is rac- 
iancholy to extreme ; but tiine,^ and your merit- — *-'* 

Hcic (he paufcd^uddenly ; rccollcfling that (he was, perhaps, fay- 
ing morcthai> our fituation pcVmittcdVai^d, bluHiing, (he remained 
-filent. 

_ I could not bnt admire the IcnCbinty of her foul, and'thc rcdi*. 
tudeof her mind, unpoli/hed by the fophifms of the world : ind 
though^l:ihould!lmvc rejoiced at fomc means of corrcfpouding, (he 
yet rofc in my cfteem by tlic refufal. ^ . 

I^ideavoUrcdto e6nvince her of the ardour of my pailion, hf 
faying all that my fituation could fuggefti I refrained wounding 
iicr with tlie terrible fiibjcdi of our fuipicions. OnihatpointI 
found my heart torn by the moft confliif^ing paflions. I knew tliat 
i-cmando was rcfolvcd upon juCHcc; but it now became impoflible 
I (liould follow his dcfigns» The world, on cool judgment, would 
4hink me a meniter : and calumny \K^\x[d not fail to fuggcft, that, to 
H)btain the daughter, 1 had hunted down the tather as an obdacle to 
«iy delircs. I loll my/elf in a reverie t)f maddening reflcAians, till 
•an obfervation of Virginians recalled my recoil t<^k>n ; and, aihamcd 
.£of liaving betrayed fo much ablcncc of mind, 1 took a tender larc« 
well, caKhangpig a mutual promife of fidelity and love. 

I returned to my chamber in a penfive mood. Which I indulged 
.ttHEcrnanda awoke. His fency was tranquil izcd, and his fcnfes 
aclcar.'^ 

He inquired if 1 had given orders for our departure f as he was 
*pofitivcly rclblvcd not to remain another night in the caflle, 

Wh^% he adjuHed his drcis, I went down to give my fcrvants 
orders to liaflcn to Tolola* tbere to procure mules for my journey 
■over the tfiouatains: Fernando being to accompany me the firft day's 
-ilagcy his engagements with the army not nUowing a longer ablciice. 

Padilla did not arife till l*te. He then requelUd our attendance 

IB the breakfail room, where he put on as much condcfccnlion as Jiis 

^4«npsr, would allow. He made fomc flight txcufc tor his firft re-i 

•caption J and, as a compenfation, requeued us to remain v^kklCwa. 

■ ■ * ■ 
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a Vircck or two longer : profefliiighJs dcfire of fomc companions to 
enliven the folittide of his fituation» 
•< We go hence in the afternoon," faid Fernando abiupUx* 

Don Padilla's countenance indicated hi^difappofntment; and' he 
Hrove in vain to unbend the frown which accpnipanied it. I mnft 
confefs, wiien I recollcfled the black defign^f his invitation, 1 was 
nearly forgetting that Virginia was his daughter. 
. " It would be to little purpoW faid l, with a look which lin^ 
.fended fhould (peak to his foul 4 <^for us to remain longer in tbt 
caftlc, we cannot flecp at night." 

" Whoft is that fault ?" faid he.—*' The innocent can flcep I" 

" And can you flecp?" replied I. 
, He was evidently riling into an^cr, yet fearing to betray Wmfelf ; 
a;nd condemning my own folly, i cndeayoured to turn off a ^%f» 
cuiDon equally imprudent and datigerous. I pretended to hayc rir- 
iseivcd dilpatches, by way of Tolofa, which iJeclared .my prelei^cc in 
Madrid could no longer be difpcn fed with: and that knowing dw 
eompany would be willingly fpared, I hs4 not an hour before fcnt 
my icrvantfor muks. " 

** Do you go immediately to Madrid ?*' faid Padilla ; *^ or do^ 
you return to Tolofa ?" 

I replied, that I ftiould proceed immediately over themountaii»i 
and that my friend wouid attend me one day's journey. ' ' 

He made fomc flight bbftrvation on the danger of thcfc moun- 
tains, from the banditti which infested them. . «« But I fuppofc/^ 
faid he, *' you arc well armai, and your fcrvants are nftt withdUt 
cour^gcl* 

** As to that,'' anfwcreJ I,/' I have vc; y little fear. Thefe ban- 
dittiarc only the deferters of rebels; they are cruel, but they ard * 
cowards t and though I have only one fervant,, armed with a fabre» 
and arga J^ttz-^with a fword and piftols for myfclf, ^ara notiapw^ 
prelienliye of danger. Raolo lis ftood by nric in many a-^defp^at^ 
encounter ; And will nOi turn his back 10 any man in the paffes aitft 
dcfilcsof Sierra Morcna.*' \ 

, "May be iV' fa^ JDon. PadiUa dryly. V lam glad you bswe 
fo trufty a companion. There have becn^ people murdered ill thcfc 
rcccffcs before this time, Mafquis; J only fpeak to caution you.^^ 

" Aycy aye,'' faid Fernando, '* people have been murdered in 
other places bcfides the mountains of Sierra Morcna— Have thejr 
not. Marquis?'* . 

Don Paailla cvicJcntly flarted and looked round; but to cover. 
•ither his anger or fudden agitation, he replied with alaughw^ 
" Yqur fiicnd, Marquis, has a mind to be witty upon you for your 
ejcploit m the wood.'* 

'* Do you call that murder, .Scnor ?•' cried FernandOf " I fhouM . 
bavc thought>o:^ could have told the diflcrcncc.*^ , 
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" And why I ?" cried PadlUa, trimbling with rifing fury • " Can 
nobody but me tell tlie difference ?" 

" Yes," replied Fernando, " eVery body but you." 

''Come, come,*' faid 1 coofy, *' this is the moft idle difcoisrfc 
imaginable ; and (hews the abfurd turn convcrfation will fomctimeS 
^ke. I hop*, Don Padilla, we (hall be permitted to bid adieu to 
the ladi^ ? 

" r doubt it,'> returned he, with hrs wonted hHughtlncfs. **Tlie 
Jadies are employ etj.*' 

";Buc, furcly, they can forego that employ for a fcw_ir omenta, to 
take leave of their coufliw. tlpecially when we may never meet 
again.*' 

** TUatoblervationisjuft,'* laid Padilla: " you mjy never mce^' 
again.*' » 

*' As Uk^ may, indted, fee the cafe/* laid 1, gravely, " you wilf 
not iureiy deny me the fatisfadlion ot returning litty thanks to niy 
cpufins tor the kindnefs I-^hJivc received in patticular.". 

•' J will deliver tlicm myfclf," replied he. '*/ibcrc is no o<:ca- 
lion for thefc formalitii:^, they only make parting t1«5icunpleaiant« 
—J deleft leave taking.*' ^ ; 

*' Except when it quits yon of troubkfcmc giefls,'' Inid FcrnaU'- 
do: ** and then, ,Senor, it is theplcafatitefl adlion in liFe.*' 

'^ i conlefs then," repljied Padilla, pcevilhly, '* 1 fliail ^this day 
experience a very great ple^fure." 

' '* You are fairly beaten, my friend;*' fiicl T ;," you muft not pre- 
t«i:l to catch his Excellenza. — But now let usbe feripus. If you 
cv«r come to Mad!:id, Don Padilla, you will find at njy palace a 
CffldiaL reception : and 1 hope it will not be lonp; before 1 have 
. the pleafore of 'leceiving you there, that I may return in par: th(^ 
c^lipation»" 

*' Notliing is certain," anfwercd he, gloomily. " 'Lilc hangs 
upon uneven threads, Mafquis. "Vou arc a young man ; butnuny 
a man des about your age — cfpccially if he is in the ahny." 

I obic'-vcd, tliat while be made tlus fupcrfluous rcmurk, his cyci 
moved from one to the other, with a malignity and fneer upon his . 
countenance that rekindled al? my fufpicinns» and flufhed my face 
with rfiitntment. I could not fo:b^ar, in my own mind, marking ' 
him for a villain : and 1 rcjjficcd diat he was fortnnatcly and timely 
fruittatcd in, his plans, by the difcovery v/e h^d made. 

After this long and unpleafant convcrfation v efepara'cdi 'I en- 
deavored, without luccefs, to procure ad iiifsion to' the ladies : and 
it was with difHculty I found an oppottunity ol fpcaking fix woitls 
to GonziAlez. to alUlic him ol my pri>ie£\ion ; and to cxa£t his pro- 
mlfc, that lie would watch over my intet e';s, and in cale of any par- 
ticular incident ariling tV»at might affeft the Imppinefs of ciiher oi* 
the ladies) that lie would difpatcli a couvlcr to xm% ^\, ati^ ci^tvC^v 
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>l, ..., n.L,. .hefitpernatu... mm ,,.... UieprtcedirrRiiighu 
^ (us 1 (yft^e^td) tlic plwiitom, on its 

•• k was very iinwiillrtjfjly ihn I 



... i\j obcv. n 

■♦iljvritills ui vauJts, vvrncii bniiiclictl tjndu-i ■ 
in^ oty tyc a \hiic towards the Ick, 1 pc ■ 

kJr^n .111 OfJcniDg pjl'vt'.'* [ 

^^ «r \vlr<iicmi Jlstk? For V/hijt y^i" 
•rf^lw**!! in thofc (Itiiigrotis V* 

IfS; and her dlibid^-r^d counttiiAiice autl drefa rcmi: ' 

|Jfclfn'iaigli tholi: tjic.iry vr'i'" '''' — -^ . 

Pi.i k ;*g I i n iin 1 1 ' e f^ \: , ■i/.c , ; 

** J SviJ iofi my >£i|jer in tkc nuotioji ui luy mtn 
,jiMi. j^ ., i^iTj^ \vitli the duivtp a!r, aud the thock my i^ .^-^ 

+ I fuuk upyi) the i^romdi*' m 

nr-:,' n:)Mn liifs ivT itiou wcfc cxtfemcly unp^caAjit*'^ 
ijpicd, by tfictcuiui ot u;y i'crvJU 
. w \ :> V. i. rt! in actc^mpriny uf* 

yi'*ibLibty \o pK'Vfnl _ 

He rciir^i Led t^Tft tiijUj^ 

gu«dci| mid itrciiic^i cuiious to kuKiW how wc vvt'^^ 41 

a pin v;iai to the windows ot tbc ! 

-1 my Virgil H.1 J but (be vvTtsiwfviii 
I iU ilucaiHc w idle? of IKni ' 

(We f^ f'tii ffom the C:illlc <- - 

', ihnt L'Ui 
'.nts timt i. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



TJUt nvinds are upy the lofty elmen ptuangsy 
Again the Ushtfiing and toe tbundjsr pourSj 
And tbcfulTclQudes are braste af terns in stonen sbsiii'crs* 

Chattebi'On. 

OUR way lay through the woody wlwfc deep boughs foon hid us 
from the fight of the catUc. Our curiofity induced u^ to difmount, 
and gWlng the guides charge to wait tor us at the bend of the road, 
wc took the path along the bank of the livcr. We examined ever/ 
^oojiiy hollow in a curlbry riianuer; being more particular when 
^Mc arrived at the ipot whae the ipiric of Count Fcreudcz had firfl 
conduced nre, . 

It was a place of peculiar fccrecy ; being concealed and overhung 
y/\x\\ intcrwovcu cork trees, which bent their branches to the river,< 
that ran beneath the hanging brow, deep and witnout apparent 
current. 

Our time did not admit much to curiofity, and we proceeded on- 
wards to tlic place where Lopez had been buried. Fernando, who 
l|ad attended on that cccafion, perceived at once that the earth had 
teen removed ; and I remembered the incident which had alarmed 
me, and which 1 then judged rightly^ Had been Jacques cariying 
away the body of liis friend,, to d«l\roy the proofs it niight at jinji 
time have furnilhed. 

Wc foiind our mules in waiting at an opening of the forcft, and 
wc entered upon a rountry* which every league became more barren. 
.We adv meed up the nioyntains, leaving behind us the lilver ftrcain 
of tlv Guadalquiver, which the eye might trace to an infinite diCt 
tancc } now wandering amcngft fun-brovncd fields, where not a 
blade of grafc appeared : then gliding amongit pleafant vallicSj where 
Vcr uie iprcad in ah the frcfiinefs of beauty, and Imiling villages 
intermingled with plantations of olives* 

The majcllic Caltle of Montiljo was no longer vifib^e, but as a 
black fpot in the foreft ; and we loon loll fight of it wholly. 

Our guides and my fcrvant Raolo hung behind, that we might 
oonvcrle wiih freedom ; ar^d wc fettled on a pkm of itttttrc cor- 
r«fpond(.llce* 

The ountry became fo wild and dreary ^ that^I would have per- 
foadcd JbVrKaAdo to return ; he having no one to attend him l^t his 



own fervant : a guard by no means fufficlcnt to the dangers of tlic 
road. V 

At nightfall wc rcach«d a few fcattcrrcd buts, where it was diffi- 
eiiltto find entcrtainnxent. The inhabitants confifted chiefly 'ot 
giplies and Hieplierds, who attend the flocks on the iMountains,^and 
ICk'sd a life of i-ude and padoral employ. ' ^ 

What little they poflcfled they were willing to (hare ; and^ur 
muks and ourfelvcs were accommodated in one long rooiii, iVcrtt>Vf;r'^ 
remrtrkablc for iwcctncrs, ^Tis well for us foldicrs that wc arc not ve- 
rydifliGUlt to pleafe ; or in travelling we (honld often be unpleafkntiy 
fituated,.in places where money will fearcely piocurc the ncccffarics 
of life. 

Wc arofe very early In the morningi that wc might have leifure 
to reft at noon, the heats of the preceding day having lb rouchincora* 
xnodcd me, that I found foinc pain in my wounded arm* 

I took leave of Fcrhahdo with many melancholy reflcdlions; 
which fo deje^cd my fpirits, that 1 was afhamed of my own fccU 
ings. 1 fancied that we Ihould never meet again : and, pulling my 
hat over my eyes, I gave my mules the reins, riding flowly forward^ 
abfo'-bcd in thought. 

The beauty of the morning had fetv charms for my prejudiced eye, 
which was perpetually bringing before me the garden ot the ,caftlc, 
with Virginia and Ahnira : and when I looked for tome particular 
objedl, I felt difappoir-tcdat beholding nothing round me, but i ifing 
difis and barren mountains, fpeading and extending to tfic clouds 
in ciiuotic con fn lion ; with here and there a (lunupy tree, or gloomy - 
cork, to mt^rk th.* iccnery. 

H^nv diffcrcn! this fom the fertile regions of Grenada, where a 
new Paradife feemed b-Crith.ing into life, fhere every plant) every 
fruit, and evay flower that could charrn the fenfes, pleafe the tafte, 
or gratify the eye, bloomed with the profulion of prolific nature. 
Cool"n,t> lhe;'ms wai.dred amidfl floweiy meadows ; ^he Iniiband"- 
nan's feno nnngltd with the chanting of birds; aijd aniiiiatcd, crea- 
tion enjoyed its b^in^. 

But how fad was the revcrfe of the profpcdl before me ! Moun- 
tain?; piled upon mountains; roads, the terroj of the traveller from 
the accumulated dangers of impendinxr clifB and vawning gulfs, with 
all the terrors of a cvucl banditti. The face of nature arid andftef- 
iJe : no fruits, no flower^., no p'ents appear cd, except a few (lumpy 
thorns, fickly olives', and nicuntaio thyme. No a^olirg Oreamg, 
jnan»inai with violets, gladdened the fenfes ; but a fiUnt and dreary 
profpcdl fiiled the foul with images of th« horrible and the fublimc 

At noon we fat down beneath the (hekcr of fonie broken rorks, 
which were fcattered in a contultd heap, chawfteriftic of the wilder- 
nefs arrund us. It was a fituation ptc\urefquc in extreme ; and .' 
Mautsd' only a company of banditti dividing thcii' fpoiiy or waiting ^ 
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t6iiii!ftkpon:tI]€ travcllflr, in place of tnulctm-s caling gRrllc Aiui' 
chtcfc, tolsccomc worthy the-pcncil^f a njafler. 
. .Aitcr pur rcpaO, ^*'c emptied two bottles of Malaga wine; whtdv 
elevated the ^)iiftsof imy companfons fix hiucIh tliftt I wtAi«d» fa 
my own toind, for that contetu aod joy, written upon tbc bxjad' 
grin of their cotintenances* Kveiy thing to |Jiem was a fubjed^ oC . 
jtft :-Mihe Uack mounta'uis, tlic Qertle fummitsof.the fpire-llke cliSs^ 
received rjd'tculous nanieS| as fancy or wit dixw a tompai ifonn 

Xlie dear^ir Icetned to expand the fpirits. One of them fang a 
little ballad I -had before fecnin Murcia^ while my fervant andtho 
otiiers dancedy at)d, joining in a choms, made the hanging iiidui re** 
fijund.. '• 



YE maidsn s f i r of feature^ 
Thau.dcws af morning fwccterj 
Attend my fong, 
Nor tliijilc it long, 
That pinion'd time files fleeter. 
While on your cficcks icpolcS| 
The bloom of fra^rsmt rofcs 5 
,. Yourdlaiplingfrnilcgy 
- All hearts NgUiJes, 

And tender love dilclofcs. 
Then fui^ with mc,yc h?ppy maidff,' 
Cooling fountains, pfeafing (liadcs ; 
WKcrc love and voutb, for ever gayj 
Sport the fleeting houi s awa y • • 

Gome lierc, ye maidens witty, 
Forfakc the towns and city ; 
A riilticJIie, 
Devoid ot It rife. 
Becomes the young and prctt3r* 
Here all is mirth and plr^fure, 
Health IS the peafaut'S trcaiure; 
The nymphs invite, 
And fweet delight. 
The happy niomems meafure* 
T4ien fine with me, yc happy maid«j- 
Cooling fountains, plcafing Ihadcs ; 
Where love and youth for ever gay^ 
3poft^c flcftting iiours away* 



Notwitliftanding my prcfcnt difpofition to fadncfs, Icouidrioft^- 
but be entcrt tined wi^h the gaiety of the little group ; avIio brought 
back to their fancy thepleaiures of thrir native fielcU, aad for^got the 
fetieucs of their journey in the remembrance of palt felicity. 

What a contrafl did their vivacity form againfl the joylcfs fccne 
ftroui^dus* It extiibited that trait of the human charader, which 
ten feci pl*af«re in tfe midit cf danger; artH happinefs in regioDS of 
unprodu^ivc barrenncls , s 

Having wearied theml<:lves with (Ingingand dancing* they laid 
down on the haid rocks to cnjdy the reft eflnncnt of flcep ; while my 
fancy dwelt upon Virginia, and comp I ica ted plans (Jf futurity • 

*' Undoubtedly," thought I, ** the lower ranks of life arc not 
baif fo muchexpofcd to vexations as thofe of g» eater refinement. 
What lofty. cares interrupt the flumbers of dicfc n.plctccrs, on the 
tops of the mountains of Morenaf vvhilc l» to whom they look up 
with envy , feel m y felf infinitcl >^ more , unhappy, W hence arifes 
thisdjHiiidlion? Are our joys and forrows nearly poifcd? or, do^ 
A cultivated mind brine forth imaginarv evils r* , . 

' In reflections like thcfc I paffcd the time till the hoivr arrived for 
our journeying onwarday 'he guides aud-R^olo weic qnic^kly ready, 
and we bade adifU, with fomcregiet,' to our rude ihcltcr— -the fun 
yet blazing with Iplcndor. 

Wc wound amonglt the rugged roads pf the mountains : now 
climbing by a narrow path, now j^rcxjccdin^ down a dangerous Mcej>i 
, then edging the brink of a psccipicc, wheie the fmall«ii flip weiUd 
have been fatal ; or travaiing, W»th cai*tioH> the nanow and 
gloomy defile, where every holow might conceal a band of i*u^ns, 
and fancy might almoft lee them Hart npon the trembling travel ler» 

Towaids evcnittj4 the wind fie/hcned) blowing r.old over the 

tops of the mountains, whofc hart fides a:ffordcd no foliage :o Ihct- 

* ter off the bla(^. Heavy clouds rofc over the horizon, ad^mg to the 

darknds and drear inefs of coming nighu 1 inquired how far we 

bad to go before wc arrived at the next inn ? 

**Nolcfsthan four leagues,** replicdoneof the muleteers; "aind 
thcfe clouds drive on fo heavy, tlwt I'm feared, Scnorj wc fhallnot 
reach there by nightfalU" 

" And do you know na nearer fhcltcr, no goatherds* hovds, where. 
wc could find a night's lodging?.'* faid I. ^ 

^ " No, your Extellenza ," replied hr, ^* This. part of the moun- 
tains is fo barren, tlmt a kidling of a year's growth couid not browie 
upon it. We l.avc nothing to do, but put forward, and truft to 
St. Michael/* 

*< Tliat is an excellent fentiment," fkid I. ** If we always hope 
fbr the hcikj and defy the word, we (hall pvercome many a dim- 
i»lty.^' 

J* You. arc pafeftly right, Senor," rcplkd Raote# f The raas- 



wl» feels every danger which tnay happen, i& never ready when 
tlicydo, A loldiei'j your Excellcnza, fliotjldhravc every wcatlwri 
and every difficulty. He fliould be above fortunt, if he would not 
have fortune ufe him ill." 

;••' I approve your cbiiragc, Raolo ; butfiippofe now wc fhould be 
attacked by fomc troops of robbers ?^* 

^* O, fcr the love of Chrift I" cried one oft4ie muleteers, " don't 
fiippofe 'any fucli things, your Ejp*tjlleniBa j >' what would becoiiae 
of us? I never had any cclifli for fighting in my life; and juft now 
I think Icfa than ever." 

/ ** There are very Jrangc florles, it muft-be owned," faid, another* 
'* J have fometimes liOeried till my hair briftlcd np an end. 'i'here, 
SchoF^ there is a crofs ftuck upon the edge of that rock— Some tra- 
veller has been murdtred thcre.^' ' ., 

Each of the muleteers crolTcd therafcWcs, repeating their Ave 
Maria* 

"Do you know the floryf*' inquired 1.; wilhng to amufe tlic 
t^e with converiation : for I felt the. gloom tl:iat was creeping 
around us aSc^.my fplnis, which had never regained their tone, 
fince -ray adventure in the. ft>rcfl. 

** It has been there,** fHidPedroj " ever fince I can first remem- 
ber* In former times, it ufed to be almost impoffible to travel ovcj? 
the mountains ; and, in ibmc places, the rroifcs ftand fo thick, you 
would think they were planted to grow there." 
"' ** You arc very familiar w^th (acred things,'* faid his companion: 
** fdi* HIV part my blood runs cold when 1 fee them ; efpecially fipcc 
i heard tb« ftory which old Jacintha told me oncniglit at Tolofa/' 
- ^' What ftory was that ?" -iiaid Jerome. ". 1 never heard it, and 
I have heard manyftranj^e things*" 

" IfhisExctUcnza will give me leave, fa id tht muleteer, " 1 will 
tdl you now— It is not vcty long, and you will find it very enter? 
taining.** - , 

" How can that be, hojieft friend ?^» faid I 

'*Itmayvej7 well be,*' replied her bowing;, "but it begins t0 
rain, and we ftiaJl be foon drenchwl to the fkin.'* 

J inquired if they knew of no flielrer, fucli as wc found at noon. 

♦' No,**^ replied Pedro. ** I would not lor tl)c univerfe dtfccnd 
into thofc glens J they look, by this light, likefo many unfathom- 
able pits.— I ftiould think 1 was going, down into th« bottoiricft 
gulph." 

«* You make a Rrangc comparifon,*' faidi* *Uf you all- prefer 
a wet fkinto braving thcdangers of thcfe^ unknown cavitie?,.puc o»^ 
and let us have the (lory Martin was going to entertain us with.'' 
, The evening was fo dark, tliat wc began to fcwfc the diQindt view 
of immediate objcds ; and furely »o profpefib cduld be (b totally 
chcfii ic&. Th9 rm fprcsdt a m'ift sibout us^ and reoacrcd ^ roiicfs 
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dangerous; vvhtfe wc feared to move from a dlrtt<^ Un<r, ui fearcfrof 
jfhelter, left \v,e (hou Id plunge down fomc precipice, or wholly ioofe 
the road. The muleteers could not dilVemble their {car*.; and 1 hati 
to urge Martin, fcveral times, for his (tory, well knowing that 
talking banifhes fear. After fcvcial loud hems, MartiH began— »■ 
Iris companions riding clorc, that tliey miglit attend his tale. 

** A traveller, who wa* rooiutcd on a f^rry -afs, had -ta journey; 
over the mountains alone wiu%» it a guide, for he was very pQ^vc 
IJe rode teverftl days, tirl he carjie near the middle of the moontatn. 
Jt was about nightfall that he arrived at the foot of aprpdigious^largc 
crofs,fi?^ed up where a barbarous murder had formerly been committed; 

*< Befidethe crofs flood a ^uile, ready faddled and bridlcd> thC 
bridle fixed tothc crefs ; but as he drew near, hft fawKUo owner for 
the Biule, at which he very much wondei ed.. He (lopped hisaS W' 
look round, But could fee noboby. '* This is wonder iul ftrangel''*'' 
l^id he to himfelf : ** this nnilc cou-ldnot have been pl.ced here wiitff* 
^it hands; and why, above all places in the world, place itoaa* 
crofs ?'* 1 ihould have told you, that his furprife at fight of^die 
mule, m^de him forget to repeat Ave Maria ; a th'ing never to'? 
be omitted on thefc occafions, by a good Chriftian. ' 

" Well, there he flood xonfideririg \vhst the mule fhould 'do in" 
fucha place without a maftcr* ' ^Tis a thoiifand pities,* tiiouplit 
Ijc, *1o fine an animal ^ould be fo expofcdto the weath^-.—Jic* 
will be ftarved—fome brute of a man will come by, and take hiirf 
a^ay*'^Why then may not I exchange him tor my worn c^maii, 
who is more ulcd to hardfliip than this ileek looking beast*' • ^- 

** Having ihtled this point of humanity with his con{?:ienre, he- 
dirmountcd, and, taking off the bridle, hung that of his. afsiivtlio 
place. He then mounted, overjoyed at the exchange, and admir-- 
ing the adventure ; but he no fooner touched^the baick of the mu^e, 
than away he galloped, fcouricg along the road, as if he would br«.ifc ♦ 
the neck of his rider, ., , 

** The Traveller epdcavoured in vain to check him by the bridle I; .. 
he iiode the more furioufly, leaping prodigious chi^Jms, and traviHg-^ 
down the moft frightful precipices. The poor fellow would n6t 
have given a pin for his neck; and his bores were fhaken in his ikiii 
like a lack of cucumbers*— But now wc come to the moit tr^kal- 
part of tlic Uory.'' 

" Welf," laid Raolo, with a laugh, " let us have it by all 
means; what became of the traveller ?'* • •. 

'' You fiiall hear," replied Mart n. **Thc mule continued .ho 
drive on at a prodigious pnce till lie was all in ;» violent foam, pafc 
ling nWng the narrowcft^ roads within an i nch of the edge ; tomc^ 
times tea- it^ up hill, and then flymg down, till the traveller was 
admoil dead with fatigue and fright/* 

t^ Prithee^ get him a little feftcr to the end of hisioumg^i" faid L 
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^''PJcafcvour Exccllcnza,*' replied Martin, ** he wcnljasfaft as ^ 
lie could 5 and its impoUible tofiniih the ftory before he ends hi? 
career. ^ 

" Well he rode onwards, withoiT| being flopped or interrupted by 
aoy thing on the way ; nor did he meet with any living creature in 
this long courfe. He pulled hard at the reins to check the mule, 
but hqJiiU continued to ride on as he did at firtt : and What was 
more ftrangc, his Aviftnefs fccmed even to increatc»" 

'• O, intolerable l**^: exclaimed I. " It he galloped as fast as thy 
tongue,, and to as little purpolcf 1 fancy he never reached the end of 
hfs journey." - ,. 

*' yes, Scnor^" cominufcd Martin, in a fcrious tone, **hc gM« 
il^ed at a terrible rate, till he, all on a fudden, stood still, in a nar- 
row, fevage-lookina hollow, where foine thorns formed a cover over 
head, and concealed, even the twink* ing of a star. The traveler 
did not at all like the looks of this fpot. He began to fpur and kick 
the beasty to make hira go on, but itvvas all in vain — he stood stoelc 
still. He beat him over the head with his whip, but the mule only 
bang his ears : he began to coax hini, but he only waggtt! his tail, 
and would not stir one 'Step.'* 

** I'm afraid,*' faid I, " we are pretty much in the fame fituation: . 
tell us, howkvcr, how Ipng he ftood in that pofition r*' 

*' J can't fay exadliy how k)ng, Senor, but there he flood j nor 
would aH the traveller could dcvifc make him- Air cJne flcp. He 
difmounted and tugged at the bridle; the mule put his fore^feet to ^ 
tbc.^gi'ound, and flood firm. He went behind, and endeavoured to 
fbove him forward; but he might as welfhavci attempted to pu/h 
down one ©f the -mountains. - He began to think his feet might beV 
£xed in ibme, trap, and he lifted them one by one, but the mule 
would not flir." 

** Andnlierc your talc remains, '•faid I, ^* like the traveller's 
j»u!c.?' 

. > No, no,^ rqjlledhc, " I am not at the end of it yet. ** TIic 
ir^ellcr in ama^meSt mounted again, and the mule began to neigh. 
£6 loud, that alf the clifls re-echoed the found, and he thought him- 
fejf furTOunded by a thoulknd others. The iground on. which hf 
ilopd began gradually to move^" 

;** Bravo! bravo! honeft Martin,^' cried I, " this is a promifing 
flory truly. — So, as the mole would not go, the ground was oblig^ 
to undertake thcjourney I" 

** You arc picafcd to be mcrry^ Senor ; but .1 can aflurc > ou, this, 
is no joke. The ground, as ifaid, began to move, and to fink ^ 
downwards^ till the traveller,^ in affrijght, f«vind hinnelf up tothe- 
sttitup. In a moment after, it was up to his breast; and, bcfqr^ 
be-icouid raife his hands to ci^fs himfclt, he found himfclf in a ea- 
▼cni ; wlicrc three fierce robocrs, with whilkers from ear to ear, and 
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rapkrs tTiattrailccI upon the grpuod, fcizcd luin, at onccj by tk 
collar. 

" Ha I dog. «f a wrctdi I" cried they, in a voic< of thunder, " you 
would have stolen the mule, and the mule has stolen you,— You 
will be a dead man in a minute ,. but first tell us wliat you have got 
iibout you.' 

•<« For the fake of St. Dominique,'* faid^thetravcllcri fparcmy 
life.— You will gn nothing by kilting me, gentlemen— I have not 
a maravidic about mcr- All my wealth was upon the back of my 
pjor afs, doubloons and dollaps.-^I bad not the time to remove 
them ou to the back of that devil of a beajl, before he rode away 
with mc.-^lf you will only give nictime, I will go and fctcS it" 

«* Noj no," replied the thieves, " we arc not^ fo «afily done as 
tljat comes to, we will fetch it ourfel ves : in the meanwhile we ihall 
keep you fafe enougli." With that they dragged the poor trembling 
wretch into a long chamber of the cav«, svlicic he felt nothing be- 
neath his feet but fkalls and dry bones of travellers who had bccfl 
trepanned in the fame way, and his heart funk within him. 

" When he fuppolcd the thieves at a diftante, he began to think 
Jhow ufeicls it was for him to fpcnd his time studying over death's 
heads wlicn he was no hermit ; and taking' up a strong thigji-bwc, 
Jic.made ufe of it to for^c the door of his dungeon. 

" An txccllcntr«past of meat ancl wine stood irpon a t^blc ; and 
being willing to have another meal before he Ihonld be starved to 
(death, he fell to. The wine naadc him merry ; and, feeing a drcfe 
belonging to one of the robbers, he stripped oiFhis oWBj being na- 
turally fond off exchanges. 

" He admired the iiercenefsbf his figure, armed with pistols and 
a long Toledo, and began to lofe all apprdwnlions of the thieves. 
Hs'Confidcred, however, that it might be as well to leave them to 
themfclves when they Ihould return } ;and, as doubtlefe the mule, 
whoib well knew the way jn, must know the way out, he loaded 
him With fome bags of tard coin, that the weight might cool his 
courage, and mounting hiin^ be^n to dfub him. 

** The mttle, no doubt^^binking, by the drefs of his rider, that he 
had one of his masters to deal with^ immediately struck into a long 
and dark paffagc, where the traveller was obliged to lay i^pon his 
breast along the animal's neck, to prevent his own being broken- 
A glimple of light, at last, appeared, and he found himfelf in a deep 
hollow, furround^by rocks^ fi^om. which the mule liad ^ difficult/ 
to extricate himfclt." . 

'* I would not run fo many dangers for all the money he got by 
it,'» faid Pedro. ; 

' ** What bccamcof the traveller's *afs, Martin?" ii^id Rado* ' 
*< Aye, truly, I liad forgot, my honest couCio, There is a vcfj 
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kMigft<»y goes about that fame afs^ he had a very drpll name, and 
that was Raolo/V \ . 

, Wcall laughed at the feUovv's humor, which had prevented our 
thinking tor© much of our fitiiation, being completely drenched with 
the rain. Itxontinued to pour down, while th^ wind .pelted us un- 
mercifully, and almost took the mules frora their feet. 

We had still a confiderablc distance to ride before wc came to the 
inn; and then the chcerlcfsprofpc(^prcicntcd of no accomodation. 
*-'4 gcntral rule all over Spain. 

^^ This is bitter weather^ indeed," fail Pedro > ** the poor bcasta 
Will be jaded to death, and What a fine day wc hnd of it. - Diabjo I! 
il* I don't think the inn Iws run away like the travctler*s mule..'/ 

After this obftrvation, wc dropt into a prt^found filencc, till,, 
fear getting the better of Pedro, he first began to whistle, 
arid then to fing with all his strength, as if to out-noi/e the storm, 
^^nd deafen iiimfclf to its roaring. Martin anil Jerome ficqu cm ly 
cjacuh tcH. Diablo ! or crolTcd themfclvcs as th* gusts ©f wind caufcd 
them to 'bend ovtr thcne\rk§ of their mules* Raoloandmyfelf rode 
• on in fijence ; till Raolo vcntur«d toobferve, that we had not been 
To nearly di-owncd for naanyaday ; nor undergonc-fo much fatigue 
iincc th< storming ttf fort Orstn. 

" What a charming profpc^^,'* flPd Raolo, " wc fhould. now 
have of a storm oiithis heap of mountains, were it.nf>t that which- 
ever way we Jook, iK is equally dark > not To much to be fccn a$ an 
old stump, stretching out his arms, like a giant, to devour travel- 
lers by night.*' ' 

" It is now infinitely more fublime," faid 1. *' Now you may 
" flmcy any tiling you pjci^fc, and drcfs up the wa«5te in your own 
. stile. I wifli, however, this inn was a little nearer* It is the ouly 
addition i have any deilre, at'pretbnt, to fee made ioxht prorpedt,'* 

'* 1 Ihoukl not wonder if wc palVed it iii the dark," faid Raolo : 
"wc keep in 'the middle of the road to pi event breaiiing our Decks 
do'wn the steep, and Wc fh^rjl drancc to ride al niglvt." - 

^' beattjfuno nuejirft SemraP vociferated Pedro liivcral 
times." "'Tis there I 'tis thcrcr* 

** What Is there?" demanded I. 

" The inn ! the inn V* cried he- " beati£lmo nucftra Se* 
noral we (hall now fleep in a found fl^in, and hear the storm fuig- 
ing about us aH the' while!'* 

. '* Ydli'arc run mad,*' faid O^aolo. ** I fee no imi, nor any 
figns of-it — where about, does it stand ?'* 

^^Therc, there," cried hcy ** right before us# Don't you fee 
tiiat little light fparkling through the windows? Aye, there wc (hall 
have a.contfovtable fire, and fomcot'thc best aqua vit* in all Spa n." 

I now difcerncd the fawot glimnicr of a lanjp, wlichpromifcdrto 
very diccrfu I welcome : but any ftieltcv bcmgprcferaUcto thcpdt« 



mg stonn, \vc quietened our mules, and foon found ourfdvcs at 
|hedoor. 

^ 'I'he mnfctecrs called aloud on Master Polo the Host ; tut Pold 
djd feot choofe to hear anjr thing but the storm, and all their efforts . 
were ufclcls. Martin dilmountcd and thuhdei ed with the handle of 
his whfp against the door, but iiobody returned any aufwer. 

** They are all dead for certain,^ laid he, " or dbfcrvc to be, for 
treating us in this fcurvy vv^'.** Then difcharginga stone at the 
door, as if he intended to break it open, he called aloud upon the 
Host, " If this "is the treatment 1 am to meet with," cried he, " I' 
ihall change my bait, and never call, as I crois the mc^untains." * 

** If you never stop here," faid I, *'* where will you put up? 
for we have not fccn any thing like an houfe fincc mof ning ?*' 

** Why 'that's tiue,'* replied Martin: '* but when a man's 
drowned, and hungry, and dry, and cold, he never stops tb choofe 
his words.*' . , 

*' Nor must lie choofe his inn uponthcfe wilds,*' faid Jtaolo. 

*' This is a felfifh fellow trui)'," faid I; ** he knows civility is 
an tifelcfs ingredient where there is no choice. If He will not stir 
for our fiike, let us try what he will do for his own. Wc must ufc 
a Urat^em of war— Gall out fire luflly, my boys.'* 

The expedient had the defircd effea.r-*Polo opened the window 
in a hurry, to know what was the matter, and where the fire might 
be; but feeing all fafe, he was retiring, muttering oaths at our dif- 
turbing his rcTl. J ' ■■ 

^* Look'e, Matter Polo," cried Martin, «* by all the holy Apof» 
tUs, Prophets, Evangel ifts and Martyrs! if you don't comedown 
and open tlic door, I will fct fire to your hovel, that we may dry 
our&lves as wc (land I" • 

This brouglit Pelo again to the window, demanding who we were, 
5nd wliat we waiited at that late hoijr. L 

"Comedown quickly and open the door," aied Rablo, •* or 
you w,ill have occalion to repent it the loogeft day you live. Are 
the king's officers to ftand begging at the door of a paulti^ ihii^ 
while a fellow like you is dozing^in a warm bed ?" 

Polo now made baste to open tlicdoor, terri^ed at die (bund'' of 
tdic king*s ofScers, and we entered kittle raifciable plate, with * 
mud floor almost in a puddlt. At the farther end was an open fire- 
place, widiout oncfpark td warm tins wretched place; ^ ^ 
' P.aota IcJEed tome faggots, and 1 helped him to place tljem oh 
tlic-^stovc, A targe die was quickly rhade, and fc»nc mncid bacon 
and oiV prqmrcd by a' little meagre figiirc af a woman, the pi^iite 
of povcity and iltnaturc. She was only half drcH'cd, in (icr litiKry 
to attend us, when fhe knew Che rcfiiectability bfthcgOests: atw 
licr brown Mn pc<?pcd foitli here aid tiicre, m no vci-y tempting 
manocrt , - > - ' ' : 
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Hiingci" gave us appetite to the homely difh (he provided ; and a 
fcW.gmcs Qf aqua vit» (which was excellent, being brought ^y Uie 
fmugglcrs who vavel this chain of mountains), banifhcd our fuffcr- 
jtngsjn the storm from recoHcftion. 

Jfivas ib overcome with wearfncfs, having for fomc pTCceding 
nights Icarcciy. flept at all, that J dcfi red nothing fo much as a place 
to lay down upon. This was impolUblc on the ground ap rtmcnt, 
4^ilcl"s I would have fharcd the floor with the lio£s ; and after Ibmc 
little treaty, tlie Hostcfs agretd that I (houid take thc'v bed, while 
they would lit iip- But of ail the vile places lever faw, I tl.inic 
tliis was the worst. It was comjpofed of rags, fo dirty, that it had 
certainly, never , been waflied, lincc it was first new ; add to this , 
Jhat.the vermin flcippcd about in flocks, andypu will not wonder 
4;hat vveiirineis could not rcconcilc^e to it. 

A parcel of old mats, boughs, and a pair of hampers were then 
heaped upon the floor,, to keep me ft om the mud ; and,, placing my 
.pitman teau for a pillow, J fellaflccp to dream of Virginia and 
SAppincfs. . 

The next morniiig we proceeded on our journey, without meeting 
a finglc adventure, arfd arrived towards night ;.t Calatrava ; where 
J djfchargcd the muleteers, and haltid a day to recover the fatigue 
of pafllng the mountains. I hired a carriage for Toledo, to depart 
early the fccond mor/iing: meanwhile I amufcd myfclf with vicWf 
ing the town and its curiofities. 

. In Strolling round, towards evening, 1 cr^me oppoGtc the great 
ehurch,* which is a fingular piece of fine workmanlhip. The people 
entering tp vctpers, 1 joined in the crowd. A great number of ta- 
pers were arranged as for fonic festival, and X walked through a. 
long, range of beautiful columns mto ;hc body of tlie church. 

1 had not taken my place many minutes, w heu a 11 i:angcr entered, 
^md took his ieat belide me. ^rlc \vas lb wrapped abput ^hc bead 
that his features were oblburcd, and he Cccined. wholly abTorbed in 
dcTOtiorial duties. : .... ♦ 

' 1 obfcrvcd, that, from time to time, hewipfd a tear froirrMiis cy;c. 
J.pade no doubt but fome heavy dillrcls hun^ upon jnm ; -^r Tome 
grifvous a£lion difquicted his confciencc.. ;'• I will fpcak to this 
Oi^n/* thought!, **and, if I have the ppw(?r to help him, 1 will 
fee what is to be done. Providence lias,- perb^ps, brought us iqtb 
ithisplacefor.thatpurpoIc.'V 1 s. . ; i ', ' 

. The mufic, vvhich fuducnly arofc frbni a fpft anoantc ipoveifient 
into a grand chorus, 4*^'c*^tca my attentipii.; and when, I looked 
round afgain, hcAvas gone. J felt ieiiiible regret a^ his Tuddch dc- 
|jarturQ J in which* perhaps, thprr j^s as ii;Kh of curi.oiity as cl.a- 
xity* 1 arofc, and walked flowlydowi) the nave of the church, 
imufed by ^he various ftaiucs and ornaments or fret-woik conrirudled 
by the Grothsi which had an adniirabk cfledt by the light of tapcn 
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and touchc3th«TDind with regret for the tranficticc 6f hoinanaflaiN 

.while piety, infpired by the folemn organ, fccmcd to point to 'icoii 

ot'more.defirable happincls, , •■ : ' ^- 

J wasfomewhat furprifed, on pcrcciviilg the firangcr who. hs 
cSccitcd my curipfity, leanmg a^amft a column, in a dark-part < 
the dmrdi ; to loit in deep reficdion, that he did not appear to r 
gard any pa fding object. ^ _ 

"Shall I interrupt his medltatiom?'- thought 1 j '* and vfj 111 
pot confider'wc an UnvrelcoMe intruder? There are moments m^ 
votion*, aiid^^'fituations in Ibrrow, which ^rcqnlrc not obtcrvaite 
and fhrink ti om the mofV refined fcrvices-of fricndfhip.^' 

I turned half round in doubt how to a£l, when a motion max 
by the Ih-angcr, fixed my rcroliit^on to addreis him* *' You felej^ 
Sir,*'- fa id 1, '* the moft retired part of the building— no dWobt, i 
mort fuitable to the fubjc^ of your contemplations r*- 

" Yes; Senor/' he replied. '^This gloomy boiMing fitf Wt 
the ideas fixed" ujwn n)y mind. — Melancholy loves- to brood m tw 
light I hades.*' ■; "^'^ 

"Will you deem me impemnent,Sf ileemto pry itvto tb« 
fl»adc3 mylelf 7 I have not eicapcd wiihoutaccidcnts f>f an finpleafe 
nature.'^ \ . ' ^ ' - • ' 

*il Icfiow It/' faidhf, folemhlyv 'IBiitto what do. you jJati 
cttlarly refer, Marquis?'' 

«' Hal" cried I, ftartirtr^ in amazcmeftt, '* do you know nie?" 

" I do^ ' replied he, lifting his fore-finger to his mouth, as a li 
jia] oi filcnce. .-" I know you, Marquis Albert de Dtfnia.-^I oiig 
to know' you ! I foiow, allb, your fecrcts.*^! am no flraii^ef 
the. CaQk of Montillp.'*, He paufed, uttering a deep grow 
while 1 felt horrpr.creeping upOft me. I fixed my eyes tfpon htn 
but the pblcur< light nflefted dimly '©/» his figure, - • ' • -^ ^* 
- " Di)"you'then Vnow the fecrets of thsit tciTiblc chamber?** feid' 
*V Do you know-r-r-** 

A drop ofblogd felV fr om my nofe, on the back of my-feaiidy 
J lidd It out in the a(5lof i|)ckking. 1 "paitfed, at the monwnit:4 w 
going to iiithtioh the dreadful objtfts 1 liad there fccn* Th% lira 
gcr,* or wl^tcver he was, waitini^ niy continuance, 1 Was' -*ga 
opening my lips, when another drop flaitled me ; but, faift-yiii^ 
merely a c^Iual^ty, I began— > • :« l 

" Do ycu krfow-^— ** A third drop fell upon ^y Mnd, and ^ 
lips cloicd in filent horror. - . ' 

^*"Sure,** thouglrt I^ ** this is a warning not to mention th< 
fecre.ts--uo£ to give.found tp tlie objedls of my tight." *^ 

" I do know," faid he, " aH the fecrets of that place ; biit^Avf 
particular would you cxprcfs?" ' 

"You know then why I am filent/' replied I : thcfe arc fubj*^ 
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Coo dreadful to mention I— Ma jr I inquire who you are that poflcfs 
diis^undtGn^e knowledge?" 

^* Whol an%" faid he* " you can never know— that knowledge 
would be death to you. But remember thi$> and as you follow my 
advicB'you will do well-^tcrriblc, indeed, would be tlic breaking of 
my injundlionsI^-Youmuft depart this very night; tlWugh not in 
the convcyaiKe you intended. Pad il la bas icn t an agent i n purfu it 
of you, whii wiU arrive at this place about midnight.— You will 
find a dhaifc waiting at your inn; hirc^it^ and begdne in an hour." 

"But why fuel) hafle?*' faidl. ** In a town like Galatrava, 
^fiaffin3 will not find proteflion." 

i ** Be thankful- for this warning. Is it for you to Inquire the 
rcafons?— ilsnot my (landing here before you reafon fuffident?" 

He faid this in aflern voice, and turning quickly into the dark^ 
I loft himiamongft the columns in an iniSm. 

For fomc time I ftood in a reverie of perplexed rcflcdlion. The. 
accident was ftrange and unaccountable. From the partial glance 1 
had of his features, 1 could form no recollection of hisperlbn : and 
his words impreffed upon me an awe, the mystery of fupcrnatural 
agency infpires, I doubted ip. my own mind, whether it were tht 
.wandering fpiritof Coimt Fcrendez, or my guardian genius, which 
had put on mortal form, to warn me of impcnciing danger. The be- 
nevolence of his advice was not to be mistaken : and I .carried 
my fuperftition fo far, as to fuppofe the drops of blood which fell 
upon Thy hand, tokens of the ill that jfOuld follow on rcfufmg his 
counfel. 

: Ruminating on this lingular adventure, I returned to the inn ; 
and, notwithltanding the warning I had juA received, I ftart«d back 
at light of achaife, which that moment ftood in the yard. The 
j)pftiT}ioa was rubbing down his mules» and ordering a frcih fupply ; 
laying, he was going to return to Toledo in an hour. 

*' Who are your pa&nfiers then ?." faid 1 5 ** and where did you 
come from?" 

He replied, from Toledo, with a gentleman, who bad not been 
in Galatrava an hour, and bad ordered him to this inn, wbere he 
was to find a pcrlbn who would return with him ; but on inquiry, 
ibcrc was no one there unengaged. 

This Was to me a full confirmation. '* Do you know the perfbii 
you brought hither?" faid I. 

" No,'* replied he, <* Ididnotfce his fa^ce; he was wrapped u^ 
as if lie was ill.*' 
..•* In a long dark cloak ?^* 

" Yes," returned the lad, <^ the very fame*" 

" We arc pcrfc£^ly right, then,"' faid I. ** 1 am the perfon' 
.ypn were to mect*-makeyourfclf ready— we will ride all night." 

1 called Rawloj and gave him orders to ge^ cv«« y thing m rcadS- 
t z 
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nefs to be gone in aii liour. ttc cxpreffcd hW wonder by his 1o6Im, 
and liis unwilligncfs by his delays ; nor ftiould 1 have been ready, 
had I not prompted him forward. 

My cagerncfs to depart, atkngth, overcame his rcfpcCV, and bo 
could not avoid inquiring if 1 had heard iny fudden news. 

** Ycs» Raolo," feid I ; ^* it is of the utmost import that 1 
inouid [lastcii to Madrid, from which I have ah-cad/ been too 
Ungablent. Sec, then, that our pistols aix in order ; loadi thcni 
with a brace of bullets, and take your camp fword from the bag* 
gage." 

" You expcd to meet the enemy, Ifuppofe, Senor?" i^id he, 
hriglitening with an cxprefTion of bravery in his countenance ; **wc 
ihall be a match for fomcthing more tlmn our number/*' 

" You arc a brave fellow, Raolo," I replied ; " here are a cou- 
p\fi of piftolcs for you : and, remember, I promifc you a prcfcnt, l£ 
we arrive fafe at Madrid.'^ 

He drew back, alhamed to accept wimt ftcmod a bribe to hi&duty,. 
and afraid to affront n?e by the rcfulaU I read his featimcnts in the 
^»ow which fuffufed his check ; and putting up the money, " Well,"- 
faid J, ** I will be yoiir banker: if we are robbed on the road, I 
Ihall then be accountable.** He fecmcd to thank me by a look ; and^ 
quitting ihc room, he madt haftc to execute my orders. 

After an hasty meal, Raolo brought my pistols,. and placed -his 
own in his belt. '* Kvcry thing is ready, your Excellcnza,^ faid 
I.e. . " The nig!)t is fine and clear — tlifcrc is not finer weather ia the 
vvorld for travelling : though there is, ho moon^ thertf are plenty of 
stare j and your Excel Icnza iifkd to like to gaac on tbcni^ when wc 
Uy in ramp, many a night." 

" Aye, aye, Rao(o," faid I ; *' many a night wc have lain tlitre; 
but now we iTiUst be doing other duty.*' . ^ i 

^ Tlvpostin ion fat upon his mules, cheering hirarclf mih a dram of 
rvqua vitac.' Raolo mounted an horfe he had hired, and which was 
to 1^ lelt at Toledo ; and 1 tntctcd the ch4ifc, which doovcaway a£ 
a furious rate. ^ 



iND OF THE FIRST VOLUME, 



i 



THREE SPANIARDS. 



VOL* II. 



CHAPTER I. 

I GAVE myfelf up, asufual, to variety of reflcdtiqn,^fiaralC 

^iing mj mind with conjcdlii res which led to no pofitive €onduiiofy». 

T My fpirits itemed ftrangcty deprdfcd, which 1 imputed to the iii^- 

prife of lb fingular an incident, and I endeavored to rally njy own 

For three hours wc continued to ride with fpeed. The night was 
fine and dear. I endeavored to trace the liars as wc whirled along> 
but my mind admitted of no outwaid annifancnt, and 1 rclapfej 
^gaiii in thoughtfwincfs. 

SoiDe-time after, I was ronzedby Raolo, who informed me tha^ 
' two men, on horlcback, were advancing, whona it might be as well 
to prepare for. 

>* We need not fear a number infeiicM* to our own /^replied I, " and* 
pi olTAb'y, not lb wcl 1 armed-. Your piftols are ready, I ruppofe.*'' 

<*- Yes, yes," anfwered he, *' wc ibaU fhcw them fport ; I \*a8 
only J^tVaid your Exccllenza might have been flecpin^.*'* 

*♦ Did you ever know mc to flccp on my po!\ r**— *'No, Scnor, but 
you might have been deeping to retVcfh before the hour of bcittlc." 
. iv V;;rywcll, Raoio," replied 1» laughing, " 'tis a pity you were 
rot born a conrtier; keep a good fook-out, and beware ofiiiiprilc." 

It was not. long before 1 heard lie. clattering of horfes, and two 
men of very fufpicious appearance rode hy us. They eyed us with a 
fcrutiijizina Jook, bwt f»'om iomc motive rode on without attack- 
ing us. Pollibly, thought!, th«y propofc waiting for us in the 
jfiarrow part of ihe road ; or in fonie gloomy hollow, where wc fhali 
not have th« warnin;? of their hotfc's feet. / 

Raoio came up to the chaife door, and defired 1 woiikl command \ 
6te driver to bali afcw piinutcs* t* I do wq\. V\\e^>^^\\^^^ V ^^^ 
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he; ** I thought I obftrvcd feme intelligent ilcns pafs between hlra 
aod tbofc ill-l jokingfertows. Wiilyour KxceUeiua question himi'^ 



i hira 

.^^^ . „ . -..- -.^ ^ ^^. \vnV' 

Do you think, he will confefs txiy tiling, then? pcpcnd upoi> 
it, he wcuid not criminate bimfetf." ^ ^ 

'* Your Kxccllenza knowsbest," replied Raplo, " I thought it 
my duty to tell my rufpidonsr— Have you got your powder-flafk I 
for the bard ridings or elfc my carrying ope of the pistols in my 
hand, haadafticd out the priming." 

'* 'ITiat must have been very carekfs," replied I : " aflc the Post- 
boy if he has got a flaik, 1 cannot find mine." Raolo then inquired 
of the driver, vyho anfwcrcd very fulkily that he never carrial any 
fuch combustible stuff about him. 

"Never mind,'* laid I, " tak« half the priming from the other 
piftol." Raolo took it from the holftcr— *' by the Holy Pope I** 
exclaimed be, V this is in die fame cafc-^'* 

•* Impoflible !". cried I, ftarting at a thought which ftaflkd acrofe 
roe; •'you fay you loaded the pi Hols before wc fct out ?*' 

** Yes, lam certain of that,*' replied he ; " I put a brace of bul- 
lets into each, and then laid them down in tlie kitchen, while I juft 
ftcpped into the yard to look at the horfc I was to hire; and when 
iv returned, there they lay." 

♦* Ah I*' exclaimed I, " could any thing be mora thoughtlcfs : 
fomebody has been playing tricks, and wc are caijght in a fine trap,. 
Be fo good as to examine if the charge i$ in*" 

1 examined my own, at the fame time, and was confounded tt> 
find them vtithout^ny ba^l, and filltd op Withafhcs. 

** We are betrayed,*' laid I, in a low Voice. *' Soritc traitpr has . 
done this. We arc fallca into an arabufcade. Your life and mine will» 
probably, be the forfeiture of your ncglcdV 

1 leaped out of the chaife, and, going up to the ipostillion, braiv 
difhcd my fabrc over his^ hea^ ; ** Villain,'* cried I, *' you are irt 
this plot— Con fcfs J Tell me who has employed you, or I will 
fend your head rolling tmder the feet of your mules." 

He begged me to have mocy upon him for the fake of a large 
family. ** What is tl^at to the purpofe/* cried I ; *' do you pro- 
videicM* them by robbery and murder ? Villain, fpcakv (ni'ckly, «1l 
you know of this infernal fchemc, or I will lcrap« the flcih fromf off 
your bones," . ' 

I dragged the fafcal to the ground, for I was extremely agitated, 
and certainly fliould have killed him on the fpot, had he not, on hift 
kncfS, confcffcd, that, about no(^B, two men, the one f ike a gentler- 
man, the other like h'ts fervanu came to the inn where he lived at 
Galatrava, at tlie farther cftd of the town, to where I had lodged, and 
hiri^yg hipvasfora joUrney to Toledo, gave him a trifle to ride a 
couple of leagues from the town, and return by the Toledo road ; 
tliat one ot'tii«» wciit with Um)> and put up^at tlw iw> where 1 w»%5<» 



I dlreSIng Km m vrtiat he (houW fay, .tte ©tte retuf niiig^to tji« tfewn , 
alone; that when my fcrvant bad diarged the piAols, the Iiorfc V(^;^ 
fcroaght purpofely to drawhira out, in which time the fervaiit cn- 
tcred.apd unloaded the piftols, tcHin|> him (the Poftboy) thc^ wef^ 
tQ a/fcft th« gentkinah on the road by an order from the King, and ^ 
took tlii^^caution to prevent bloodfhcd by our rcfiftance ; that they 
Weri to ride paft lis on the rosid, and if all remained in the fame flatp 
lie was to cry Hem I and fmack his whip t\yice $n the air as tliey 
rod? by ; but if we had dilcovered the change put upon u^ic was to^ 
^yy\vbo goes there ? but not to interpofe in cafe of attack* ■• And 
laflly, that about a league further they were to wait forus-in a. dell, 
^^'hcre, tlie narrownds of the road would not admit my fervant on 
t^c^fide of the chaifc^ by which means his afllttance would be cut off. 
* And this, your Highhefs," continued he, ^'^ is ail I^know, if thcfo 
^vords were the i«ft 1 was to fpcak in this woild, and may all the 
riiaftyfs cUrfc ipc if I know any ihore." . 

I filenccd his clamorous a ies for mercy by ordering him to lifc*. 
** Your .treachery,'^ faid I, " does not merit pardon ; but 1 witl 
;^rant your life on condition you follow my ordcis. ; Wliat ibit ot» 
;^crfori Wc^s he you call the mafteV'f * ; '■ . 

.^ "A. dark, ftern-Iocking man, cxadlly like an ii^uiGtorj and^ « 
indeed, . I did think he belonged to the holy office.'* 

"Was be fiot tJill, his eye-brows bent, and meeting together?*' 
A reply iatlie affirmative confirmed my fufpicion on Don Padilli*. 
4 next inquired the figure of his icrvant.. ^ ... x 

*Mie was a tcrrjbfe looking liian*" faid he, ^*with a malicWus . 
eye,, fo penctratiiig, that 1 was afraid wheb he looked at me."* . 

This, thoujght I, niuft be Jacques. I have never feon him hot 
in deceiving lights, ajid this is near my pl^lure of him. 1 trcmWed . 
fof the fafety of ?ernando, when I had thisinftance of tfecir malig- 
nant ^^^Tigns, and knew they muft have cither met, oi- palled each ; 
.other oh a road, where murder arid outrage was common* at nooit* 
day. J had no time to fpare for reflc6iion in thcpcerent inomcnt. 
I ilripped oflTmy fcarlet mantle, and, exchanging with the poftiUion, 
obliged hiit> to take my place in tlie chaile, at" the iaaie time, folcmnly 
vcnying. if he. attempted to betray us by any fignal, I would, ia 
tile firfl inflancc, wreak my vengeance upon himv * 

I.thcn mounted my felfupoti the mule, and conqeajing my fabre 
under iny drels, 1 ordered Raolo to kecp^ as ufual>faelttnd, and, on 
the firft.affault, to charge at once with his fword* 

^paying made this "arrangement, we dl-o? e foi-ward, my heart 
beating with variety of emotions. 1 remembered the adventure in 
the diurcji, and I had no longer any doubt but the mynciiouSsAran- 
gcr Fmd been Jacques, whahad followed nie, at a* distance, to tlwt 
fandiiary^ where my own credulity contiibuted to betray me into 
his jpowcr. The drops of blood upon my h»iid n^wTccuicd an Wc» 
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6f my"dangcr, which tlicn I did not mteiprct aright. My »ppre- 
hcnfion for the fafcty of Fernando, was extremely painful,' ajid coii? 
tributcd notalitticto detach my nilnd from the unmoliat* xian- 
gers that furroundcd myfelf. > 

Wc rode forward till we arrived at the hollow part of the road* 
ahovc whidij on cither fide, were high clitis, tufted with underwood; 
a place cxttcitily well cholen for fudi an expedition. ^ 

No intimation gave us warning that any perfon was ncarj andj 
continued to drive forward at a rapid rate, urging tht poor bcafis^at 
their utmon fpccd into the hollow, without making any fh^ of 
apprehenfioiT. No found interrupted the filcnce of night, Jjtutthe 
noife wc ourielv«s made ; ahd, being arrived at the middle of tlic psHs, 
1 began to think our danger over, when a piftol was fired into. tb< 
chaile from amongft the bu flics which overtopped the road. 

I took no notice of this a{rault,as we could not fe<s any inftvidBsi!,- 
and admired the dcfign of this uifamous tranf;i£lioD. I gave the 
mules a lafh, when, poflibly angf-y at thepoflillion for notafcfwcr*:. 
ing their lignal, one of thern fired a ihotat me, which hit one of \lie 
mules, and caufcd him to plunge and t-ear in an ungovernable maa*: 
ncr. Jn an inflant after, a carbine was fired into the chailiry anda^ 
loud cry from the mifcrable poftillion made them conclude th^y. ha(^ 
executed their bufinefs. * . 

I judged from the ntftfiber of^fhots that they had fpent their firfl 
fire; and calling to Ra6h», I cotpmandoi him to follow me, fword 
in handt We clambered up the banks, aad made good our entrance 
Lito the hanging thicket, without receiving any injqjy from twcfor 
three piftol (liots which were fired at random. 

Whence reached the top of the bank, we foflni oorfclves unop-^ ^ 
|»rcd ; nor could wc, thcoKgh the darknefs of the night,^ difccrn tb€, 
foc^ who had not fqfficieht courage to wait thcaffault, though tb^y . 
had only the rcfiftancc of Raolo to fear, as they molt have iudg«i 
tirf valour of the fuppoied polHllion a feint. 

After fearching round for fomc time, that they mi^t not cfcapc 
us by cowccaling tlicmfelvcs, wc plunged our fwof d» into every baih 
vithin fifty paces,, and it was matter of conJe£kure how tliey could . 
Jjofii^jr have fecurcd fo filent a retreat. ^ 

•Finding our rcfearches ufclcft, wc returned to tlicroad;^ but tiic 
chglifc was gone. This was an -unplcafant circumftance to pettbo? 
in our (ItUMtion. . All iny.,bftggJ|gc and. letters wcnein it. ; But^oit- 
tunately none from Fernarid<trclativc to our fufpicions, nor any do- • 
cumcnt that coulii give Padilla light into ourintcattonj, fuppoSng , 
that he ftiould have ah opportunity to examine.. 

The mod probable coujciSture was, that the wounded mule haU 
coiiVmuhicd«cd its fright to hs coippanioni-^ rua away witli^c 
IJofnUioH. 
iiTfia/a'^itoilc flood quietly ii\«bouxoTit\i^;x^^^^^x^^i&<pr-^^ 
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)unttng him togetlier, we proceeded at an eafy rate, Raob 
ing bimfelf with the courage of the eneaiy^ and the uiilitary 
€ liad plnyed upon thcni.' 

ccmnnued flovi ly forward, vvithoiit meeting the finallcft trace 
chaife. Towards the dawjT of day we arrived at a little farm- 
jy the road-fide. We alighted to feek fomc rcfrclhmcntj and 
^ide^rne better conveyance. Tlic instant we stopped at the 
he owner of the cotttagecame up to us, and, with villble cmo- 
iquiredfif we were the perfons who had been robbed on tlicroad* 
IS furprifed at this question, and replied, that we had been af. 
^ but, I believed, not by comniori robbers, demanding, at 
i^ctimc, his rca Ion for the question. . 

bout two hours finer," faid lie, ^'fomcbody knocked violently 
gate* It was darkv ai'id 1 was Just rifing, for wc begin out 
octiines. 1 was coming out at the door, with a lanthcrn, to . 
at\vas the matter, when two men, strangely muffled up, or- 
ne to cxtinguifli the light and ibilowvthcra, or^I lhq|ild be a 
»^n in a minute. I could do no other than obey them. A 
stood oh the road, and 1 faw fomebody m it, but they did not 

* Here,* faid one of the men, * take this parcel and thofc 
, and give them to the next travellers, who will own them.* 
-knew not what tado in the bufincfs, as I learcJ being called 
junt, fomc wav or other, a§ having a fhare in the plunder, and 
wondered they fliouldbe fo free to part with it, imlefs they 
ken out all the valuable* articles.' Well, Scnors, their yc- 

thrcats frightened me, and having laid all the bundles ufwn 
^iind, I took up a trunk to carry it into thehoufe. When I 
ed tor another, the two cavaliers, who were mounted on hor- 
Vdtlie chaife, with tlie perfon who did not fpcak, were gpne* 
)f the bundles^hey took from the chaife arc stained with blood, 
fear fome poor gentleman has been murdered by thcfe ruffians ; . 
)w that 1 fecVoii, I hope it is not your master who has been 
t, I aflurc you it was from force I admitted the goods.*.' 
id watt^ without interrupting him. " I believe you, my 
: fcllbw," faid Ij taking off the postillion's co^it ; *' this gar* 
ieccivtd ybui lam a nobleman, who hive been traitoroufly' 
aid, and I imagine thefe articlciKyou mention are mine ; iffo, 
jear the name of Denia. Gui you dcicribc the pcrfoiu ot tlie 
rou iaw?" 

t w^s too da tic,*' replied he, **they were ia a tjernendous pai? 
cuffing and fwearing at loine mistake, t liieard onc.p£ them 
Would be best to fly, and the other muttered ibnictlifng, of 

I conld only make out the wond— 'body." . ^ 

as very well pleafed atthls informationj and the conivtrywaii^ 

namr, 1 think, wa$ Tormcs, bcirtsan opcn-hcartcd Uoftwiafafc 
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man, wc-fet down to a rural brcakfest, to ut txtrcmely welcome* 
' after the events ofc the night- 

1 made no doubt,, from the. blood on tlie kindles, and the words 
of tlic men, that the postillion had received his death from their 
hands; "and thus it generally is,'' faid I, *' thp* not alvyays info 
viCblc and fignal a manner, that tlic intentions of villains devolve 
' upon themfcvcs. Our destrudlion, this n'l^ht, appeared inevitable • 
betrayed by a raifcrcant to the vengeance of two men, who langh at 
crimes if they can peipetratc them with impunity. Confiding incur 
own arms, when that tonfidence m rght have been destruQion : no 
Way to efcapc or to defend purlelves appear in^> ; yet their defions 
arc rendered abortive, and their weak- and wretched instrument d^ 
stroycd by therDfctves.** . • ■- -: 

My Ipirits experienced a confideraWe flow upon this-eY«nt the 
hndicape from the window appeared delightful, 34^ the loved plain« 
of Grenada fccmed again to bloom before n^e. Gentle iwdlings 
lo.'\ded with grain broke the continuity of the level ground, and va. 
ricd cultivation diverfified the profp«^ to ihc eye, and painted the 
face of nature with variety of tints. ^ * 

It was now the autumn, j and the glow of ripening fruitage glad- 
dened tlw view. jSator^'srichcit stores Were ipread before her cbil- 
drcn, and there wanted only the tlmuklul heart, and the tranquil 
mind, to fprcad happincfs over the fcenc. 

After a few hours rcit, I diipatchcd Raolo to Toledo to procure 
a chaiff. While he vvas abient, 1 indulged myfelf in a reverie of 
pleafing vefledion, which the imagery of tijis fine province inci^eafed; 
and while I (at wandering over the views before me, the tender re- 
C'^llc£iion of Virginia stole upon me, and the hi^h mountains tlwt 
divided us J feemcd as a hairier to our meeting any more. 

Nothing could he '^moic inviting to the frenzy of compofition 
wliicli lovers univerfillv feel, than tlie n^t>wi7»g country before me, 
and I have no doubt but love gave bi'th. to ihe Mufes. W])ilc 1 fat 
iu the window 1 wrote thefj 'lines, the faults of which you- must 
charge to the fo ly of Jove, for, though it is tl>e origin, of rhym- 
ingj it, by no means, infpiies the highcj pieces of poetry. 



THE SIGE. 

GO, gentle Sigh, to eafu my breast, 
>j^ And on Virc>;iiia's bofpm rest ; 

G(i, giiide Sigh, mx ht-artjiow fivelling; 
And in her bolbm make thy dwelling, 

* Go Sioh^ arid bearing as you 'go 
2 'he fcans of uU the ftow cvs ti\?Lt ]blo\'<r v 



XVaft each f crfunic that brcatlits of pkafurt> 
To bcTv tbf pride of Nature's tneafurc* 

Go, gentle Sigbj and fpced thy way, 
Warm from my heart without dday^, 
Pouf b her car the loveJom ditty,. ' 
And twcctly footh her foul to pity. 

^j vagrant, go, o*er ^Ic and hill, 
wor ftay thee iftar the tinkling rill : 
. Nor whifpef witii the whifp^ring rulhes j 
'{for linger whcr« the water fli^cs. 

Let not the blulhing village lafs, 
Attra^, ai o'er the lawns you pals: ' 
Nor let her witching graecs flay thee, 
Left tales unmeaning ihould betray mce 

Go, gentle Sigh, to where the maid, 
Rcpofe mthe tranquil (hade ; 
Her «.r with 1ove*s complainings greeting, 
Softasthyfeit; and, «h! asfl<;cting» 

Or, if fhc thee difiain to hear, 
Thy pinions lightly waving ntar; 
Still in her wanton trcflcs Graying, 
t)r in her garments idly playing. 

Go, mingle with her balmy breath, 
Nor fear her angcf WriJ be death ; 
For life renewed fhail blels thy daring, 
With tier, cthcrial ^wphyrs (baring. 

Return, then, gentle Sigh, return,' 
Witli rapture fiew, with ardor burn ; 
Inhaled fay me (with bK6 paft telling) 
My brfaft ihall be thy conftant dwelling* 



5y the time 1 had mft my thoughts to the laft faiKy, Raolo re- 
ncd withadjaife. He had made inquiry upon the road, but 
I gained no information, and I made no doubt of their having, 
>rc the day fhould betray them, turned afidc into fomc oblcurc 
^oad, \irherc they might difpofe of the ppftillion ; or, probably, 
ceated themfelvcs in a foreit not above a league diftant, where 

might bury hhn and depart at night. 

tT(3ledo 1 made no delay, being impatient again to vifit ray 
^rual home, from which l-had been near two years abfcnt* My 
-her received me with a tranlpoit of fatisia^liont At her cntreatj' 
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* I confcntcd to-quit the army and become a civil member of focictj. 
I found my fortune cxtenfivc as the honors it has to fupport, a»d.J 
fccmed to liavc only one wi (h to gratify to render me above the frowps 
of fortune : but without which, her gifts !o!l half their value. 

I received letters from Fernando aniongO the military difiwcbcs 
whidi tranqiiilizcd the fears I entertained for his fafcty. He fppkc 
of his good ileal th, and hinted at the myfteries wliich yet difturbH 
liim. He feemed unwilling to trufl matters of conftrqucnce by this 
doubtful conveyance, and I might acknowledge, tliai I could only 
fumiife his fituation from dark and diflant phrafes. 

I employed a uotlcman of my acquaintance, and a^p^rfon for 
whom 1 knew Don Padilla had fome refpeft, to intertcr^: ill my fa- ^ 
vor, making him propofitions that might have fatisfied a prince, but ^ 
be rejefted all my overtures with unqualified contcmptvprotcHiflgjby 
ail the unlverfc, he would fooner hang hfs daughter upon^at tree of J 
tlie forcft, than give her to a man, whom he confidered as his n)oft 
virulent enemy, and whom he hated with the greatcft bittemcfs... 

It was caly for me to gucfs the fears that rankled in his jnird. 
He was tar from ignorant thatl was informed of bis feqctSi and 
wanted only pofitivc proof to flrip him of ali hispoffcffions. Iljkc- 
wifc knew that in the midft of all his luxury he lamented haying 
. nothing but girls, who would carry his fortune inta other hfiftiics ii 
they married, and his name would be for ever cxtindl* This^jalDon 
for an heir, united with liccirtioufncfs, had Jed hhri fevcral times to 
plTcr his hand to diffcient ladies fince the death of Lady Zidana, and 
their, refufal had increafcd the difcafe of his mind. 

The lalt Ictttcr I received from Fernando is near tw»elve mosrths 
fince. It informed mc, that, from reafons of impcrisus necefllty, 
he liad changed his regiment, joining one that was uuder oi^rsof 
embarkation tbr Ceuta in Barbary : he begged mc to remcitto his 
unfortunate engagements, and pity the ill iortttnc ofmy friei^ 

I have appl ied through varioUs channels Xo dilcover if he yet Vives, 
but incfteiilually; all my information being, that" he wa9-taken 
prifoner in a fally made againll the Moors. 1 liavc Wearied you 
with a tedious narrative, Maiquis, but 1 fhall come imfMicdiatcly to 
what interefts my fclf. 

It was now ncaily fix months fince I hav« become the ilavcof 
fuperI\ition, or the' vid\im of a deep and unrcleiiting .vepg^nce I 
have no power to avert* 

It was in the gardens of Aranjuez whew 1 delight to ramble that « 
I iiiay indulge my tallc for reflcdlion, that 1 fiill eXpcricncd tliis 
llrange and inconccivcaWe event. ' 

1 had laid down upon a b.mk of flowcis, watching the, dimpling 

waves of ihc 'lagusas they chafed, eathothpr. Sometimes v.earj> 

ing my ii7]n;:{inatLon about the ku of my friend, oi- picturing die 

plcaima 1 /iiould Oiavciutte youv^uuc Y^Qt, \1 \Uv^lm3t coulii 
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lit bifide nic, oi* ramble, ihrevigh the fragrant fliades of orange 
graves and myrtle alleys; wlieii 1 licard a vOice clear and dii\in£lty 
pronounce my name three times, 

I looked round to difcovcr who it was, not knowinj? that any one was 
near me, but all again rcniainodfi'cat, and I could not |)erc'ive;iny 
pa-fon ill the gardens. 1 called to inquire who wanted me. " Lif- 
en!" (aid a ci-iar and loft voice, at which I arole, but could fee no- 
body, though, to my judgment, the voice itemed within a few paces. 
I pariUcd in wonder, and the lame voice faid, " Liflen, Marquis Al- 
bert de Den ia, thou mu ft die i" . 

An ailcdling palpitation icized me. 1 hnd fcnrce power to (land, 
nilich icls to demand an explanation of this unfeen. I heard not 
the fmalJcd rullle anionprft the fhrubs ; I fat down, for I was unaolc - 
to i\and, and revQlved in my mind all the omens of fupcraatural in- 
cidents which had aucnded me. T1t« advice of my father's deatli, 
the drops of blood in the cliurch of Galatrava, confirmed my mind 
in the truth of this iiKlcfinite oracle. 

I waited in dreadful apprehcnlion, expedling every moment, tliat 
my cars would be pervaded with ajepetition of this Icarful pr6phccy, 
or that my fight wpufd be fhock'eclby lomc awful plinmom; but 
no (hade or found came near roe, c^ttrcpt the lighs of the wind 
ftmoagft the leaves. 

1 endeavored to reafon myfelf into fpiriis, by attributing tlie 
whole. to a^tcOlporaiy delunon of high wrought imagination, but 
what imagination could embb-ly the winds, or give to the breezes 
articulate founds^ *^ 

The prcdiftion faftene.1 on my weakened foul ; all the energies of 
my mind could not repel it^ attack. You know the gardens of 
Aranjuezare formed on an ifland in the middle of the Tagus: no 
perfon is ^dmiticd to land there without pcrmiilion of the gardtrn- 
crs, or entitled by rank. I inquired of them, if any ftranger had 
been admitted; but) for fcveral hours, they had* fcen no one, ex- 
cept myfelf. For what purpofe, alio, weuld any perfon take the 
trouble to a€l a farce of ^his nature? 

Thus I ixrplexcd mylelf, and the following day rcpaiird to tlic 
lame foot, which, indeed, was my favorite place in the garden. I 
•walked c^itioufly round it, examinii g the rofe trees atid olhev 
Iwcet^fccntcd Ibrubs, which tbrmcd a little wi'demefs of fragrance, 
and, having fatisfiwl myfelf that no human bemg was near, I lat 
down to wait the oracular founds. 

I waited a long wWle, every moment fearing, yet expedling, to 
hear t!4c fame voice. I did not wait\in vain, 1 heard my l«lf again 
called, and ag?;in my death was denounced* On the third day 
tb« iumc fihgular mandate came to my cars, but after that time I 
bairdit no more. 

I WQii^nd every mornhig wlien I a^tfQVe^ X\\vA ^ri>2\\'\'^v\N\!^* 
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cclvcthc dear beams ©f tlic light. So powcrfol was Ac cffc£l oi 
this vague mandate, that 1 faucicd my health to be gradually dc* 
cllning, and felt a decay of all my faculties. - 

i^o relieve my mind from this burderi, (for I was afhaiseij to ccsi- 
fide i' nny perfon, Icil I fhould only excite ridicule at my creduiky) 
1 endeavored to find amufement in public a ficmbJic&t but whower 
I went, the words-r-Marguh Albert de JJenich tkou sJbait diey 
rung in my cars, and pervaded every iqpiomcnt of pi eafurc. 

J endeavored to reaibn myfclf into better judgmcwt : I Jcnpwtlttt 
} mnrt die, faid I ; there needed no ftiperior agency 40 perfuade me 
ct' thaf buth , b\it nvbeni is the qucflion. On this, the v^ce faiel 
MOthinp,,and tlws was the only pomt, where more than hiicaaii in- 
tcUijretiGe was wanting. " 

'riru' confidcration gave mc hope. I wondered with my feil at the 
-Srangc turn my mindhadt keny fo diH'ercrJt from the comfiioD ooitfe 
of hu".'^n refleftions. 1 became fonder of fliidy, and, religioi»b&- 
jng a fubjeft fuitable to the then, tone of my mind, I frequently at^ 
tended its duties. The Iblemnities of the church ceremonial- «dmi«- 
ably fitted my thoughts, and Ibegan> inrcrtfiWyi, tojpfc a feidc for 
life. I %hcd fcr fomc friend to communicate with, and the me- 
liiory of Fernando perpetually pccured. 1 had little.doubt but fee 
had falleil intofome fccret Hiare, laid for him by ihc agency of Fa« 
dilla, bat it wais riot poffiblc for me to revenge his death. ^ 

One iuT:iday evening I had been at vefpers, when a fui)cral dir^je 
bad been chanted, arta the folemn fci'vire particularly, touched my 
ibul with the moft melancholy ideas. Such thought I, as 1 leaned 
iipon a pi 1 1 ar, wi 1 1 be the founds that thefc very wall s. may vibrate, 
nhen I myfelf (hall be ftretchcd upon the cold bicf, Thclanw 
Solemnities will accompany my inar.imatc body to the tomb, when 
I (hall moulder into duft and incorporate with the cleniciits. What 
then, aiid where will be this certain ibmcthing within ine, «ihid» 
' now refle€l8 and Isf . : 

Loft in profound meditation 1 returned home, and, after an hafi^ 
fcpaH, retired to reft. In the middle of the night I was awakoicd 
by an heavy figh, which feeraed as from ibme peribft in the room. 
1 was {lartlcd and demanded who was there. No one anfwcred, and, 
thinking myfclf deceived, I turned again to flccp. But 1 had fcarccly 
v:}ofcd my eyes, before a deeper figh caught my car. I flarted up 
in bed and looked round, but could not fee any thingr ^ 

1 liilcned to catch any found, if the pcrfon (hould fth*, and agaut 
i heard the fame voiccjl'.at 1 had heard in the gaixicn, at Aranjuez, 
pi-onounce the fatal words— ** Lwren / Marquis Albert dc Ds'^ 
nta^ tbou sbalt die.^'* 

1 fu' k back on njy bed with a deep groan. I expc£ted t^t tia« 
next moment might/ be nay laft, and I fecmcd already to feel tho 
pangs of a f^n^ diUblu^loQ. 1 ventured, after a little \A\xfif . to npTc 
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ttty eyes. 1 beheld, on the oppofitc wall, the fame dreadful words* 
m' a fcrol), circl^ by dekth's-hcads, of varied coloured Ere: my 
fcnfes faded away before the phenomenon, ^nd it would not have 
been aftoniQiing if. Ihadadually loft the powers of bicathing, , 
• J lay, I know not how long, mfehfible. I awoke* it is true, 
but it \vas only to a certainty that I muft foon flcep for ever, 1 rc- 
^Iv^f without more delay, to arrange all my temporary concerns, 
and icnt immediatly for a notary. My friends wondered at ir.y 
iiinguUr proceedings, and though I could perceive thc^ fancied me 
a little difordercd in my head, I was too tenacious of the fccrct I 
polfefled to make any one my confidant. 
'. t ' It i$ AV<5ndeVful what power the jmaghiation pofreffes over the 
i)Ody • Pcrfons*wba td I u s we have no fou la,^ bccau fe i he body ought 
'BOt to a£t upon fpiritual being, might as well fay we have no bo- 
dksj becaufc the naind> which is immaterial, oannot ad upon pal- 
pable fubftancti r 
->I wrote a long iarewelHetter t« Virginia, which I charged Raolo 
ptrfonally to defiver after my deaih.^ Iiidecd 1 had ibme time in-- 
flHlgcd the fancy that fhe hcrfelf was *lrca4y ^cad, never having 
hcard'frOTn Gonzatezj and the rcmeolbrance ol my dr^am, upon th« 
ftaii*s ol tl)C eaftern wing, conflimed all my forebodings. J. repeated 
iwiucntly to myfelf— Yes, charming ftlnt, I fliall foop follow the* 
through thofc llarry regionsj where I once beheld thee afccnding in 
glory; : 
sMy mother already laincnted the untimely death of her Ton, and 
n»y friends gave m« over as loft. The claims of honor and ambi- 
tion could not awaken my attentioa—- 1 fecluded my Del f wholJy 
whhin the walls of my palace. My ftudies were encirely reJigiousj. 
aid my amufcnient the performance of facred mufic. This was the 
only employ that could catch my attention,, for my mind funk fali- 
tDwardiinanity. 



CHAPTER 11. 



.♦ .... . .V. • . . . But ^Us strange V 

Ahdofun tifnes, to foot b us to our bantu 
, ... Tbe Instruments of darknefs tell us trntb/f 
Win us<witb bonest trifles^ to betray us 
Jn-^dupest confequence* * 

ONE qI ilic beft phyficiansih Madrid attended mc, but he coiil^- 
not remove the preifure on my fpirits. In about a month 1 wa« 
confined to xny bed, aud n^y. diflblution ra^vdl^ ^^^^i^^^* Basisr? 

IS. ^ 
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attifiided mc almoft night and day, and endeavored to direr t jrty «c 
tentioii with dlfcourfes oa Viiginia, he, no doubt, fiifpe^ing that 
half my grief arofc from tJic hopclds Iituation of my addrciTes. He 
exerted all his ingenuity to in^ire me s¥ith hope, and to defb-oy th^ 
kica that baaotcd me of iier death : but of what avail are arguments 
when the f<mfts arc untoncd ? 

llic fever preyed upon ray fpirits» and my ftnength wa» dfaaufWU 
A burning tliirlt toimcntcd me, which no medicine cpBld afluagc* 
and I lay in a ftate of torture. 1 was emaciated to a ikeleton, and 
ardently dolircd death, as a relief from a lUifcry wltich no inedietnc 
or aliment could remove. - . 

One night, when my ftrcngth was faft ebbing ftway, for the 
fount.'\in of my life fesenicd di>ed up, I iay without power of motiont 
partly fupportcd by piHows, as X found grcatcft cafe in that pofttion^ 
Racio fat bcfide me in a chair, waituig for the ^rlod that was to de-> 
priv« hi til for ever of his mailer: my mother fat upon pne edge of 
the bed, and her ftifltd grief gave me pain. I ardently wiibod £ov . 
ibmething to cool the intolerable £re which fecmod to run along my 
veins ; but I had not power to move my tongoc» which was parched 
to the roof of iny pfiouth. The hour of midnight was founded by tbe 
fclocks of Mad lid, and the proloundcft filcncc remained* 

From the breathing of my mother and Raolo, I judged them to 
b« aflcep, which 1 vvoiidcred at^ coniidcring their attention. I 
found mj^If become faint ; 1 endeavored to raifq. my eyes to takea 
Jart look ofVparcnt vvho had ever treated mc with indliTlgcnce, be* 
ic^re I clofcd them for ever upon mortal and terrene exiflenccs. 

The lanip burnt dim ; but whether it was deception or no, I bo^ 
Ijtid a perfon clothed in white, of a mofi lingular felhion, frtting 
-1 a chair at the bcd's-foot. I drained my light' to gaze upon tbis 
p-antom. The, light of the Jamp'gleamcd upon him, andlfaw 
t lear and diftindV the vcnernblc features of my late father. J caa-. 
iiot fay 1 was much alarmed : fear had loft its power, and llay~gaz« 
ing upon this beloved objcdl with a mixture ofplcafurc, and wonder^ 
and grief.. The ycl 1 ow tint of d«ath ovcrfliadowed his countenance, 
his eyes wanted the keen fire they were wont to exprefs, and when 
he turned them upon me they appeared glazed. and fixed. His drcfe 
was like nothing 1 had ever beheld, ^nd when he Hood up,, it gave a 
jnajfifty and fokmiiity to hlsfigurc which mortality can never -affumc. 
He ftrctchcd out his hands towards mc as he Itoodat the foot of 
my bed. A faint liniJe Spread upon his face as he pronounced with 
a hollow, yet fcft-^oice; ^' AiberU ntyfan^y thou art not ytt to 
folloiv me], tbou shalt not yet die.** Then pointing viih liis 
rijjht hand to a fide-table, where Aood fome fisjc fruit my weakncf* 
iu^d not permitted mc to tr*fte, he again fmiltd, and railing his cvc«^ 
With the elevattxl dignity of religious rcfigiiation, he turned Ulciul^ 
«MT»» hiid (lo\s)(if quitted the dumber*. 
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Bof foaie time, %ftcr the di^^pcaraticc of tlife awful figure, my 
mmd wat io a ilate o|i.unuttcrdl»feiali?fe6^k)n. The words he had 
uttered were as a flafn of lightning upem > the bofrm of the agitatei 
•CBQR. They fpokc peace and hope to iny IbuU I have fincc in* 
. ^ircd with myfclf whether tliis appearance eouki have bcm reality* 
"fhc tevcrl labored under dwelt iipon my ^irits, and it ipight ba 
the nvredelt^fiQit of fleeting iniaijcs through my brain t but whetlier 
it was t^th or afidion I fliail oever J«am on this fide the gmvc t 
be it what it would, Ifoufid ftreiigih fufficient to awaken RaotOf 
and aik lor fomc fruit* 

Atbcr catiug a 'pomegranate, the burnUig thirft left ilne, jind I 
le^t «€W file aniwate my exigence* A prodigious' weight feemc^ 
rcniOiiaDd from my head, I thought dearly, and rpafpfted wkhcalm-* 
liefs* J reeoTcroi my bcaltii and ftrcngth in the courfc of a fliort 
WiCf andagaia ventured abroad into the world, where I received a9 
suany congra^atjona astboQgb I had anally n^roy appearaac^ 
firom the ^raVc. - , ' 

, My mmd poflcfFcdastatcof tranquility which difiufrf fatisfac- 
lion into iny thoughts, and the Aworld and worldly motives again 
«cfiui)fld their farce.. ^ I had but too k^ negle^ed to fulfil a parti* 
#ular injund^ion of my father's wUl, which was to repair the jnaa^ 
fion-hoi^, on the banks of^lie Tagus, whereheiifaaUy fpcnt the 
mon^ of harvest. In this^ace 1 hoped to enjoy repofe, and, at 
1 took «o pan m public bufincfe,. I rciblyed to lead a life of rratv- 
'^uility and Icifurc* I difpatched Raolo ^ith orders to collcft 
workmen, and repair oitt of the wings which had h>iig been in a 
Shattered condition ; and 1 proppfed to 6nd amu&rnetit^n the plans 
1 drew up for confiderablc iniprovcments of the extenfivc gardens 
around me. 

While I was thus planning {chcmcs ot fot^re eafe, a new calamity 
^rofc in my family, in the fudden death of my mother, who only 
lay ill twenty-^four hours. It feemed as if Come malignant ipirit 
had been permitted to overvrhckn me with di&treis. 1 had fcarcely 
Keumed from the grave of that tender relation ; indeed, 1 was fitting 
in my own library the fame evening, whert^a icrvant put into my 
band a letter* whicU a meficnger had just brought me from my oH 
hoiilckeepcr in the country. I opened it, and was struck with 
aftoniflimcot and grief at its contents, i bclieyc 1 have the very 
letter in tny cabinet— Yes, this is it^ 

** Monored and dear Senor^ 
"X am almost killed with fright at the terrible acddcot that has 
happened, f^aolo came down here, and hirtd a number of work- 
H?en, who began pulling and drlvingy andL I thought, would have 
t^rji tlie houfe iu picGcs. Your Kxcellcnif knows the ruinated (late 
of the wcfl wingi well, this they be^aa to \'c^^\v^ iixv^ >n«^^\\v^^ 
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forward apace for thcUttle time ; but alack ! wHo knows what wili 
happen in tliift world : only laft night wcalls^ifrfent to bed well, and 
this morning — But I muft write methodically. Laft night, after 
wc had been fbme tima in bed, the wind began to blow, rifingto * 
pcrfcd^ hurricane: not a cloud was to be fcen, for 1 was obliged ta 
icave my bed, expecting cvciy moment that the houfc would tumUe 
upon us. It rocked as if it had been an earthquake* I rang the alarm: 
bell to afferablc the iervants together. We all of us expected not 
a-ftonc would be left (landing ; when all on a fuddcn-we heard, fiicb 
a dreadful crafb, as if not only the whole houfe but the whole world 
had been dafkcd in pieces. The Tcrvantsict up a great fcreain, and 
tjcxpe<-tcd every moment to be cruflicd in pieces, Ip aii hour the 
wind became calmj andl then ventured to flir to fee what was tlie 
matter* The vvhohc wed wing, jour Esorellenza, is blown down; 
two worktnen were killed in the ruins. Baolo is no where to be 
found, ai d I am waiting in thc-grcatcft anxiety for your arrival to 
give dircdions.'* , . 

You may nattlrally fuppofe, mydfear Marquis, the cffcft &ch » 
fetter was calculated to have upon me juft returning from the funeral- 
of my mother. The account fcemed fo ftrange, fo out of the courfe 
of nature, that I doubted ti^ own eyes. I^k? nw-appearance of. 
Raolo, aiftidtedmc mone tl^an thelofsof the weft wing. *<Some 
fiend certainly torrodits me," laid 1, laying down the letter. 1* I 
know not how 1 have incurred fuch pcrl'ecution, unlcls Dpji Padilla it 
in league with the deyiU'* Tli s fcntcnce arofe vyithout reffe6lion, but 
it produced'^ long train of thought. The olojefts I had fcen in the 
Caftle of MontiUoj particularly in that chamber 1 had accidentally ^ 
difcovcrcd, fcemed to give feme colour to this fufpiciOD, and I was.- 
^ithift a trifle of finking again into my former malady. ^ - 

I iighed carn<rfHy for foniefre'.nd to whom 1 might conamunicat©' 
my reflexions, but all my acquaintance weris too much engaged with 
their own interefts, or too trifling, to lb ue wkh me a fecret of this 
nature. I4iad lately vifitcd places of public amulcment ; but, i^ with* « 
in the circle of my acquaintance, 1 could not find a friendv how^ 
^ftiOuW 1 difcover that gem beneath the d»fgu\ic of festive mirtiv 
where all affume manners and charadltrs dificrcr.t from trutlw 

Ihartcned thc'next morning to witnefc tbjj dcvasiation of my 
houfe, «nd found all things in confufion. \.The materials wcr^ 
fcattcted by the wind half over my grounds, as if fowc milcbicvpus.. 
fpirit had been fporting in the air. I- employed a number of i^cople. 
to remove the ruins, where they lay in heaps, if pofsible to^difcavcr 
Raolo? but what is inconceivable, net the Imallest t^acc rt!naincd'. 
of him, and 1 was almost tempted to credit tUc stoi7 of the Ierv- 
ants, who affiertcd tl»t Lucifer had car; id him away in a wiiiri*- 
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I rcina»i«incar tlirccAvtck? on my estate to glw (Brcfticus, ^sAust 
learning your return trom PortugaJ^ and adnaii u>g the cbara^r 
y6ur conduift there had procured you, which rcfembled much tfee 
friend I hadlost^ t refoLved myfeif xo. eonvcr£b with you,, and the 
events of last ni^ht Iiave determined my ckakc foon^er Dhan my cau-* 
'don might other wife hare required^ 

It vx'as with extreme (uiprifc that I learnt this cvctting by acddcat 
diat Don Padilla and his daughter Almira were in Madrid* You 
may judge fiom what you have ]uU heard how much my introduc* 
tionto J^dilia would hav« been to yourdUad^antage ; 1, tiiere£bre, 
employed my felf to better puipofe^ uiinqmcjesamongftthcftrvaifits.: 
but I have been unable to penetrate into his reafons for iasiiHiAring 
Almira, unleft to gratify his evil dilpofition., Sec, then, my friend* 
the fituatton in^v^^ich 1 ftand ; kndnsc your cpundl, and gke mc 
your heart. Let not a \yhifptr of rny I'ecret pais over your lips, 
and we will, if poflible,^ coupteratSt Padilla ; and beauty and roerik 
will be our reward." , 

' Here the Marquis of Denia concluded- Iris narrative^ which had 
funk into : he heart of his frioidy and raited in bis mind wonder he 
could not conceal, and an interest he r^folved to puifue* 

*^ I am your*s," fa id he, reaching out h»s haiid to tl)e Marquis* 
*«Tt> obtam Ahniia and Virginia, to relcuc tl^cm from this unge- 
nerous treatment, andio bring Don Padilla to j*j6tiGe» is a now 
exploit; and what we o»e to the public* Jt is tor us who poffefi 
Wealth and power to srep forward as the instruments of justice, t<> 
proted the weak, to redrcfs tlje wroi^s of the innocent, and to pon* 
Uh the guilty.'' 

The Marquis of Dcnb fmiled at this ardor of his ywng fitend» 
V What pity," faid he, **' we did not live, ai least, one or two agc5 
ago, we might then have mounted our mettled couifeis, and pranced' 
aSvay iti glittering armor to rel<ue ladies, and to fight with giants.** 

<* And why not now," replied Antonio. ** Ajc ilie rtfincmcnts 
of modern times to fupcrccde virtuous anions? Had 1 be«n in lovd' 
with Virginia, I Would, eKethis, hav^ carried ber away, fword hi: 
hand, from tl)c castle. What cutcrpsiic could be more congenial^ to 
a generous mind? Tl^e ardor of fudi an undertaking would h^ve 
prevented you from finking into that painful dil'caij, and your re^ 
ward would have been a prize worth contending.'* 

« But remember," faid Albert, " that it would be her father you 
hsiA to oppofc. You have had no experience of this ni^n. A fml- 
urc in the attempt would have invdlvcd its oljcdifc in ccitain ruinj 
and a convent, for life, would have been the least cfFcfts of h»s vcn-* 
gcancei 1 have learnt from Count Potei«a that fuch ifihisdeCgft 
with regard to Almira ; but his niotI]j|s aie too dfqply biu:icd in bis. 
©wn breast, even to rife to the eye of friendihlp." 

Aatonio qtpreilbd his apprclKuHon at this intinsAtion *, he earnestlir 
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entreated bis friend to think on fomc expedient to prevent fuch a de-^. 
li^n ' They difcourlcd together till the lun had rifen far atee the 
horizon, arid want of flcep made tliccycs of Antohio weary ; for 
he had not, like his friend, been accuftonjcd to watching j and they 
feparatcd under agreement to meet again m the evcning*^ 

Antonio retired to his home, and tfie Marqnis of Denia defccnded 
to hla garden, to plan fonie means of procuring an interview with 
Almira* He had Ibmc acquaintance with Gonnt Potenza, and he 
propofcd to wait njion him tor information. Want of rest the-prc^ 
ceding night rendered allien impleafant, and he fat in .a litttc 
arbor of evergreens, watching the pli^ingof a founiain before a: 
iloping green, and fettling in his mind to wait upon the Count after 
the ufual hour of the Siesta. / 

^ Tlfc interest AVmira had created in the breast of Antonio pleafcd 
him, it being a double link to an unqualified friendfhtp, and a chain 
which bound him in his own. ier vice. The fatal incidents whidi 
preyed upon his mind by being divided would be kffcned ; and y/crc 
no other advantage to rcfult fuperior to the pleafurcs of cotrfidencej 
that alone was inestimaWe to a man laboring,. as he did, tiivlcr a 
, lingular train of events, which feemod to mark him as the viftim of 
a pcrfccution he had neither power to forefce or to controul v : 
■ He endeavored to luggeft the iea Ions which could have induced 
Don Padilla to lake fo far a jourpey, and for fuch a purpofe. Why 
Alipira, rather tharv Virginia, Iiad incurred his anger, he could iwt 
conceive. 

The day wa« ckar and warm, and the tranquility of the gardea 
invited him to flcep. For about an hour his thoughts were fulpcjided 
by liumbcr, when he was fiiddenly awakened by an Iwlly ftcpacrolk 
the path. He looked up, and Uartcd at Gght of Raolo in a travel- 
ling drcfs,, covered with dull as if he had that moment returned 
from a long journey. 

•'Hal my brave fellow,** cried the Marquis, " where have .you 
been ? "You ieem to have tome of the dud of iny palace about you. 
are you juil returned, from your travels?" - , 

/* Yes, yoiir Kxccllenaa," replied R:iolo, in a forrovvful tone, 
" Tarn only this moment returned, and 1 had much btjttcr have re- 
rasincd athom^." 

*' Then your jouiney wa|_voluntary ,*' cried' the Marquis, more 
farpiCed tlian before. " Where in the world have you been V 
• '< Where I had much better not have been," replied he. " It i« 
not tor heads, luch as mine, to think of fuccceding where wifcr nica 
foil. A private Ibldicr {hould never adl without orders : but I in- 
tended to have taken the garrifon by furprife, and 1 hope yom* Ex* 
• ccllenza will forgive rae»" 

♦' Forgive you," repeated the Marquis, " I muli firft know jrour 
cnmc. Sit down, R:\olo, and do not fear to tell me every ^mg ; 
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yoii know I ovciiook much when the fault is acknowledged. Thii 
•was a Hrange adventure of your's— fare- you have not been at tlie 
CameofMoniillo." 

"Your ExccUcnza has gueffed right,*' replied . Raolo, in «. tone 
of humility, ** You remember your orders were to iit up the lioule, 
and furnifli what\tas wanting ti4l yt)!!icamc: fo, judging from 
myfclf, I thought a lady would be abfolutcly neccflary, and what la- 

/ dy 16 welcome as the partiGular one of our choiGc ; and fo " ^ • 

^ *' And fo what?" cried the Marquis, fcarcely knowing ^whether 
to be angry or plcafed.. " Go on, Sir." 

' Raolo, turning his whip in his hand, began J " I knew that your 
-Excel Icnza had repeatedly fcnt letters to the old ftcward at the Ca> 
tie of Monti lib, and your never receiving any, naturally led you 
to conclude your lady Scad; for a mistrefs might as well he dca4 as 
not to anfvv^cr her lover. Bcfidc, I tlioughtall your illneffcsarofc 
from pining after the l^dy, aiKil refplvcd in my own mind to carrj 
lierofftoyour coantry houfc, andfurprifc you when y.ou least cx- 
•pcd^ed. V ■ 

" r arrived fafc at the little^hamrct, about a league from the caf. 
" tie, whcrclthoughfitbeft to take up my lodging} and haying 
^ there fome little acquaintance, 1 wa,^4ieartily welcomed tothecet*. 
tage of ho neft Perez, and his two very pretty daughters." . 

"And thcfet\Va very pretty daughters have stolen thy fcnfes," 
faid the- Marquis* • 

• '*i hope not, your Excellenza: I have fo little myfclf, that it 
would be a pity to lofe them for the fake oi a woman. 
i- ^M Well, Perez, '* faid 1, after bis first furprifi* was ovcrj "how 
* gocs'all at the castle? All in the old way, 1 fuppofe? The ladies 
arc not married yet, arc tliey?^' * 

' ** No, no," Hays Perez, Ihaking his head as if he wanted to look 
' wife ! '* Don Glum never lets kny body fee them. There they arc, 
mewed up like two nuns. Gemini, fays I to. myfclf when 1 think 
' Vvhat a pity it is— Now if I were a great gentleman,. I'd foon Icale 
* die castle walls, and carry of thefe pretty charmers. O, by the 
Mais, what a glorious palsion old Glum would be in ! It would do 
one's heart good to fee him at half a league's dtftancc*" . 

" But fuppoie you was in the garden, Pcicj?, how would you 

contrive, perhaps they never come there?'' 

•' ' ^*v Yes, yes," replied he, '^ I knew they do ; tlicre's my daughter, 

^Marta, frequently goes with curds and cream to the castle, and fhc 

* 'has once been in the gardens, helping the lad'rcs to. gather flowers; 

and flic fays they figh fo, and look fo pale, that it grievtrsmy heart- ** 

"If tliat bcthccafc," laki 1, "you will not objedl to my en- 

'^ ' deavoring to f^Kak to them. Your daughter, Mai ta, can^arry a 

line from mc, and give it to the lady Virginia's own hand* * 1 can 

cafily get over the old totteiing wall near the river fide, and hide 
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my felf in the green temple. Perez would have foufjht /by, vihen he . 
fouTid that 1 Avas in earneft ; but 1 rrienecd his fcruplcs witl> a double 
doubloon, which the fcbolars at iolcdo ul'ed to lay was thcl)oldcft 
figure in rhetoric. Is «rJd Glum at tlic castiei" feid U ** He's xM;)t 
gone again to Grenada?" 

** Thcfc has been the devil to pay,** returned Pcrc2, giiniitng, 
^ Nothing would fatisfy him at his years, but he must bavcayoung 
wife, and fo it came out what his vilrts taGrenada had been for," 

•* What do you fay, Rao*o?" cried the Marquis. **IsDoa 
Padilla married^gain?" 

"No, Scnor," replied Raolo;^* he was only foing to be, but 
n stranger arrived juj t as he was tending the bride to the attar^ and 
the match was broken off in confufion. Nobody knows who the 
stranger was, as he did not stay half an hour in the Jlacc ; but ai 
foon as he delivered his menage,, and created- all the confuiion -he 
could, he mounted and rode away. Some people fay it was no hu- 
man being, but the ghost that trigflitentd away the guests on the 
night of his marriage with Lady Zidana ; but whatever^ or wiioevcr 
it was, Don Fadilia was cheated of a wedding. 

"This was all that I could learn about the matter. Hay by 
three or four days difguifcdTikc a pcalant, never stirring from the 
cottage while there was as much light as to fee ope^s nofc. WclK 
your Excel I en^a, little Marta-s day came to go to the castle, Ibl- 
gave her a billet, just to fay, who I was, and where I would wait.- 
for the lady. ' 

'' Little Marta foon conned over her leflpn, and no doubt acquit* 
ted hcrfclf very dexteroufly. The ladies were in a strange flutter at 
the unexpcdlfd news of my cominfe from the ban^f^mc Marguz's} 
for to little idarta told me they called your J^ccHenza : but (he 
could not get them to promife to meet me. I lanCied that 1 knew 
fomething about the character of the women j and 1 wculd have laid 
my last fuit of regimentals to a ma ravidic, that one or both would 
be there. ^ 

" Accordingly, as foon as it was dark, I stole -through bye^ths 
till 1 came to the old wall of the garden, where it stands on tlic bank: 
of the river. I found it more dimewlt toclimb than i had iimpHDfcd, 
and it was with Tome hazard I got fafc into the garden. I picked 
out my way as well as I could, and after stumbling about a little, 
reached the evergreen temple. I listened to hear If all was Met 
for, thought I, the old Don may have ibme iufpicion, thouigh I 
did not coiTCcive how ; but, your lixcellenza, w^n one's mind mil* 
gives them, \hey arc afraid of their fliadow/' 

"Tliatismost true, Raolo,'* faid the Marquis: *< it is thence 
tlTat villains arc generally cowards : but proceed.** 

'* I hid myfclf amongst the rofe-bu(hes, and waited there till the 
dock struck twelve. How the old castle echoed willi the heavy 
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itidj. 1 vvould rather be guard upon an out-post than in Tiich si^ 
uation again ; for 1 then recol!oSlcd all the frightful stories I iiad 
ard about tbe eastle being haunted; and now that the ladies did 
tapper, Iwifhedmyfelffafefyback. Wefl, tlielialf-honr chime 
nt by, and no ladies came near me, fo I began to think they had 
t their curiofit/ ; and fo, thought I, I have .made all this long ^ 
irney for the puipofe of laying Tierc all night, and may now go 
:k like a hoy tiiat has forgot his meflbgc; Frcfently- 1 heard fonic- 
iy stepping lightly alor>g the path, and as they carte near, Ra- 
>! Raold! Raolo! fays thcy^ 4n a tow voice, vvhich I knew di- 
^ly belonged to one of the ladies, it wasfo foft, andfofwcet, a'nd 
frightencdi ; 

'•Here ami, lady," faidi, *' jniTfping lij), and ftcpping iiitO the 
til." - ' ■ ■ ^ ■ -•■ ■ ,. ■• 

^* Oh, merciful Vni^in l»* cried ihe, " I am wild with terror and 
^rebenfioti. What brings you hither, Raolo? ^How docs your 
iflerr 

'* Charming Vh'ginial''' ejactilated the Marquis J ^^ did flic in- 
d inquire aftcriRc?"--.** No, Senor,*' 'replied Raolo* "i—'< Mo,*' 
cd the Marquis, " did not you fay fo this moment ?" 
** Aye, Senor, but 1 did not fay who.'^— It was not Donna Vir- 
lia, "it was Doittja Almira* 1 made the fame miftake at firfl roy« 
r in the garddn. " I rauft not flay a moment,^' faid Ahuira; 
ny ^fti^r Virginia te miflaid tlic httfer youfent, aPd we know 
t where it is ; flie ^v^as too much flurried to come. Have you heard 
Bly fi'om the Marquis's tViend, Fcrnandof'^ 
[^ Yes, yes," faid I, " he was tn good health and fpirits. ThcM^r- 
is, my mailer^ is building a new houfe, and I hate ftolcn away 
Vac if I could not ftcal him a wife to he miflrefs of it ; for y oil 
ow, lady, an houfe without a rtii ft refs is «o houfe at all.-^Shc 
ighed, and inquired if I was really in earnefl in my fchcmc, and 
ly your Excel lenza did not come, and how I would njanage fo 
Rcult a buiincls, and an hundred qucftio^ns in a breath ; julT like 

the reft of the ladits, thought I at the time, but I did- not tell 
* fo. 1 replied, that on the fallowing night, if Ihc arid Lady Vir- 
lia would be in the garden at the fame hour, I wottld httyea boat 
dy on the river, and a ladd|cr faflcncd on the wall s wii«n nothing 
aid be more cafy." ^^ . 

** Perhaps in words, but not in fadl,*' replied Alhiira. ** 1 have * 
1 a thoUland hazirds to-niglit, and hiuft be back in a motticnt," 
" In oiie moment, lady," CauJ I) *'* you fhall return ; but after I 
Vctfaverfed fo many IcafeUcs;, it will be an ungracious reception 
i' maltcr will give me if freturn alone* Surely it would be a life 

greatci'pkafui^ in Madrid than here I" 

!* I confcfs,'* replied fhc, ^* it it wire not for the ganger, aod vj: I 



€0Ul4. pa;fu;jdc Virgiala, I fhould be 5»ril]lng to go, ] 
enough ot this dreary, frighifulold.cafllc.*' 

"Are you fo," cried a voice hatlh as tbc crafhing of 
" by tlie deeps of bell thou fliajt not remain long withih il 

" My fatlierr' {bricked thctcrrifirfjadyi and.fdl upon 1 
the tcinple in a fwoon. Don P^d ilia paid no attention to his 
but, dravying his fword, be made at tne in the dark. . I ha 
pon but a iittlcl rapier and brace of piftols, nor dared 1 
againU him in his own garden* I leaped into a thicket of e 
and AiraiTa,being between u?, in attempting to. folfpw, h 
her, and I efcaped without farther difficulty. 

** I made haftc to inform Perez of this unfoituiiatc bufi 
poor fellow, he wasalpioft as much damped as myfelf. T 
ta lJ5oiltd her p.e^ty eyes wkh ciylng, as fhe mufl no mc 
the caftle. 1 was within an ace of blowing tuy brains c 
UKfortimatc en4 pf jny exploit T but rccoUcdling, few as 
could not put them in again, I thought better of it* I q 
cottage -immediately, . Ikplking aboqt the forcft like a. foi 
2>enrroQft^ bijt npt^a foul from the ca^ftlc made their appc 
firft day, , 

" On the %cond morning one of the men fervants pa 
the path towards the river \vith a.Efliipg net* *' Halh 
radc," cried 1; " I luppofe you come from yon caftlc i 
pofcldo," rcturncci be lulkify, <* Pm no comrade of ] 
*' Many a better man has that honor," faid I,' '* Gonie-, < 
: goes all at the caftle, Martin, aiid Gonzalez, and Hug 
thcjaffes?' 

y Mighty famiriar," muttered he, ftaring at me> *^ "S 
this to you? I dofi't know you." , 

"You forget your old friend," fald I ; " I knpw yo 
the time you and i have fiai(bcd this flaik of aqua vit^ 
kfiow each other* I once lived, at the calue myfelf; it \ 
your time."— '< No, did you V cried he, gaping,; *' Iha% 
-long there.*'— ^* I knovy t;hat," returned I, " or you w 
known me. Come, I'll help you to fifh, I*vca lucky I 
haul ; my. fa thee ufedto drag the net in, tli/s bay of Naples 
mother cried thej;M-oducc througih the ciiy.*l The fellow j 
large teeth, and clapping the fiafkto hi: mouth, Icomplet 
his heart, , , - - 

; ) *^ He informed me that Efonna Almira was ill jtliat D 
liad given orders for a joiu ncjy to Madrid in a .few days 
tent to confine her in a convent, with the lady mother 
hi; was particularly . acquainted* 

*' This intcUigcnct was fufficlent. I foon found ar 
lavchim tohisfifhingj andhadcned to Tolofa, where 
PY horfc. I thought very Ukcly^jJiiis ftory of his going 



m. 



t^3 

mfy s'^'int, to conceal the tnic place wtierc ^le meant ^t5 
Al mi raj. and ^ being determined that he fliould not beat JH 
.without purlLiit, I waited fcvcral days in Sinbulcade for him. 
ct out at laft, well mounted arid armed ; I followed upon 
ack, keeping fo flir In the rear as not to be diftovert^. He 
i in this city yeflerday afternoon, and I fhould Iwve been in at. 
but my horic fell tired : and now, your ExecHenza, I havcf 
:oa{k yourforgive^icfs of the brunders I have unintsntionaliy 
fitted." 

e Marquisj at the conclufiori of this florj', could not but ad- 
tlie zeal of his iervant, wtich had' imdciignedly produced ib 
aCint a conlcquencc; and as it explained to him incidents and 
cs whlchiiad before perplexed liim, l^c contented himfeif witti 
Jiing Raolo, never to be guilty of a funilar crime, it not being 
ace to judge vvhat was fitting,- or what was bcft, fince all his 
idons mulT be drawn from the I'urface ©f things, 
e Marquis of Dcnia, -on this information, c^*>tentiiMcd to poft- 
his yifit to Count Potenzii,- where he ran the hazard of meeting 
Padllla; he cVen thought it preferable that Antonio fhoutd 
his court through the mediu.n of that nobleman, vvithout mcn- 
gjiis coi:nc)ftion with himfclf.- He wiflied indeed for all inter- 
vvith AhmrsL, tiiat he might fpeak of her fifter ; but he knew 
ow to cfiedi this with fecurity, as he had ho doubt her tather 
I guard hei- with urtrcmitting vigilance, • 
the evening Autonin did not fail vifiting' his friend. They 
St walk together on the Prada, in hope that Almiva might be 
with Ibnic of the Count's family- In ftis they vftta difap- 
hd, Don Padilla and the Count Being in company, 
^ow ihr a coup de maiHy^' faid the Marquis of Denia : *' we . 
not be f^ here together, or my fchemfe will be fruflratcd.— 
W yourielf in their way, you arc acquainted with the Count, 
;e them V and detain them for an hour; I will haftcn to his pa-* 
and fee if 1 can procure an intci-vicw**' 
itonio was charmed 'with this fcheme, andvvifhing the Ma^ 
uccefs, in tlie next turn of the walk threw himfelf in the way 
; Count aijd Padilla, addrcfling himfelf particularly to the 
;r, while to the latter he was ;:€lervcdly polite. "The common 
^s of the day were dilcuUcd : wh^i obfcrving a lady, whofe air 
nanner had fome flight refemblancc to that of Almira, he in- 
d the CJount's opinion of her ; obferVing he thought her at a 
ce very much like the lady he had had the honor of feeing the 
iing evening at ihc Duke D' Alcantara'?. " 1 think,'* laid 
> Don Padilla, " you called her your daughter } I may be 
ken," 
t know not,'* returned Don Padtlla> in a forladdliis tnann«ra 



" that 1 faid any thing about ho*: you have a better memory iJiaul, 
Marquis." . , ^ . , > 

*' Wcalways rcmc:nberwhat intcrcfts us,*' replied Antonio, bow^ 
iifg. *' Had that lady not been your daughter, X fliouid haSrcdc* 
fired a further acquaintance." ' . 

'' And why not as it is," faid the Count. '* What o^e^ion have 
you to her as the daughter of Don Padilla?** ^ 

'-' Dan Padilla may perhaps objed to n>e," faid Antonio, watclv 
ing his countenance. To which the Gdunt replied gaily : '*. Jhat 
is impoflTible. Come, come, let me introduce the Marqiiis An> 
tonio de los Velos to Don Padilla, as his future fon-in-law.*' 

4< Never," muttered Paddia, downing. 

** You muft and (ball alter your mind/' faid tlie Count- ' 

*5 How know you that?" returned Padilla, flovvly- J* Qid yon 
ever know mc change the [iurpofc 1 had determined ? This bufineS 
is fettled.'* 

" But you would not furcly rcfufe an h?udfomc fettlcroent for 
your driut^hter, and a gallant noblcmau for your fon ? I fhoulfl not 
have hefuated in giving Antonio any relatioixof mine, but u»for* 
tunatcly I have none marriageable of the female kind about me. My 
firter is rather, too old, and has but oi\e eye, and my daughters ate 
not in their teens," 

* '* What you might do is no guide to me," replied Padilla.- " 1 
liavc vowed that my daughter fliall dedicate her life to the Ici-vite of 
Heaven, and 1 confider the engagement as facred." 

Antonio looked at hwn, as mUch as to fay, And is Don Padilla 
become an oblerver of vows ! The look was not unnoticed by a man 
like him, whofc mind was tormented by every fufpicion.; and? from 
ihat moment, heuQt only felt averfion, but endeavored to penetrate 
. into the, charadlcr and connedlions of Antonio, ycl^n a way that 
deceived the Count into a belief that his curiofity avofc from a te- 
tent inclination to the eonnc(flion. The Count began to cniiflaerate 
' fo many qualities and qualifications, that Antonio, from modcfiyj 
was obliged to filence htm ; and, for the reft of the cvaiing,~moK 
•general iiibjc6ls were difcufTed. 

Antonio, who was impatient to learn the fuccefs oC his friendj 
took leave when the evcnhig began to dole, and the company to 
thin ; and the Count, on their return, recurring to their former dit 
courfe, endeavored to pei'fuadc Padilla into a change of op'u)ioii, but 
without effciSt, to the no little aflonilhmein of Count Potenza, 
who began to falpc^t that there muft be a. great ajid a fecret rcaibn 
for the refufal of an ofler fo every way unobje<^tonable. 

The Marquis of Denia haftcncd to the palace of Gouut Potcwza: 
tft was admitted by the fervants without queftion, being well known, 
smd haftcncd to pay his rcfp^ds to Che Count's lifter, Lady Bcrtliai 
mth wbom he foi\nd» ^.sht cxpc&joi^ liovva.^ Mxi^t?.^ Sbjs liuM 
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at his UflCXpdilcd etitrarie€,bnt had fufficient ^rcfencc of JBiri(5 to clieck 
the particular queftions he was going to adJrcfs to herfelt'by a fignal 

- ^r His fi fences Lddy Bertha being blind of one eye, they converlcd 
, at intervals by figns, the Marquis urging her to allow him a mo- 
■ tftcih'S audience in JDrivate, which tfie fecnacd afraid to grant, as her 

father might fiaddenly return, , 

*' Dbn't you tliink it a great pity," Marqms," f^id Donna Ber^ 

tlia, *^ that lb fine ayoUt?g lady fhould be condemned to. a cloi(\er i^* 

' "--**■ Not only a pity," crtcd the Marquis, warmly* ** but a njoH un- 

']^ardrtnable cruelty^ I cannot think Heaveii wcJl fcrved, by a Vow 

againft the firft commands of God to nriapi" 

*^ You think exa^ly as I do,"faid ponna Bertha. "I W3S telling 
0cni Padilia but this aftenibon all that 1 thought o» tfie lubjeft, and I 
4^id him alfo that I thought he refined upon his barbarity, by jjufl 
alloWinghisxku^htcf to taftc, for a moment, the picarurcs of exigence, 
purpofcly to deprive her of them forever* fie replied^ ihc lyould 
^ -not be able tb pray from her heart ajgaihft the temptations of life, if 
^ *lhc had not fome littfe knowledge oi what th^y Averc.'i!; 

• • - ** His motive is now very cltiir,'* faid the Marqtiisi looking att 

• A^iiltra ; '♦ But hbw Ccin it be frurtiatcd ?'* ' / 

"Make her your wife," faid Lady Beitha, riGiag up abruptly ; • 
; " 1 fhall leave you tb fettle the terms."- O^ whiclij wJikritttUrther 

- ecremony, file quitted the room, having no doubt obfervcd that the 
Marquis and Almira were naiich ba.tcir acquainted than they feemcd 

- willing fliould be known* / , 

• *' This is beyond my hopes, my charming coulln,*' cried the 

- Marquis, halting lip and fainting her* -"Laft night 1 dar^ not 
make a finglfc inquiry lefl I fhould betray my {elf,; Now, tcU me 

' -airthat I can have interest in kiio.wing, Tell irte what were the 

• ccTnfequences of the blunders^ jf Raolol TcU me^ if Virginia yet 

- -feihcmbers me?'' ' * 

• « She has nor*forgot you,»' repljcd Almira, "howler painful it 

fiiay be to remember thofe wHom we can never hope to fee. But you 

. iay nothing about Fcrnjmdo, Marquis I What is become g£ ycfur 

,' frfcrd?'* ; ^ • 

" ^ « « rkn<-w n(5t," replied thfc M rquis; " I have not heard from 

''*;liirn for many months ; but I have j^iother fricod equally dear, wliis 

' • ■ does juffvcc to your merits; let him fupply to you, as he docs to me, 

" tlic tricnd we have lof! ; let him even be more, for ypu knbw, my 

• 'ide>.r confin, Fernando was not wliat you ivifhod Uim to be*'* 

*' I tinderlhnd you," taid Almira, bluihing niAighing : ..^4 fup- 
^fc you itiean that young man who ivfcucd n:e from tlic fjanies^ast 
'inght- I acknowledge that gratitude oUiges me to e$tec"» him. 
There was fomething in his manner iha. alFe^led me,- prot'sblv from 
' -Hiy ignorance of the worid; and I contefs hcould have wiihcd hiiu 
for a brotJwr, to fhar« our conimcracnt in the casUct But sow^ 



Alberty. thnt is overt 1 am condemned to that «tatc for vv^i^v !!■»«-, 
^rao^t unfit. If to me the drcarincfs of the castfc of MonttHeAvas 
UifufFcrabk, .how , much more fo will be the routine of a conVcni^ . 
and that convent the Dominican Nunsi" \_ :^' ■ -^- 

*'• Dcin.PadilU is not cruel by..h»lvcs I** txckimed thcMarqiik. . 
"But is there no means to rcfcue yott from this fate?" 

•^ Alas \ no, J My -fatlifer has fwom by the most fearftil oaths. 
His temper has,, if pofliblc, been a thoufand^imes. more gl ooriwt. 
He is, at times, Ido think, .a^tjally.mad. — My fistcr trembFes for 
lier Fife, and 1 know not, \vhcn 1 am awayj what will feccem* ^of " 
hen'* ■ ' . ' . ■ , ^,-_\r '^ 

" I fwear,V cricdi the Marquis, glowing with rcfcntment; "1 
fvvcar, by cvp-y thing racred, I will protcG her,**' Then taking tier 
hand, he lovvcicd his voice, jand faid : *' Let my IHcndi Antosiodc 
Jos Vclas^ ^ll'a proteifl; you. Ht will fly at a word to lay Jiimfd^., 
«iis life, and his/ortwnp at your fccfc--'* -- 

. *' Hold,'' n\ld Almjra ; " do hot fpcak thus to me. ,. You rend 
my heart.— Ah, Marquis,, what facrificc woiiid I not make to av^id 
fagrjeatci;* Fcrnando-r-" 

^^ Cannot be yours,'* faid the Marquis, tenderly. " Dearest AJ- 
jiyira,. you would not vyifh the handof a man who Iiasaio hdot- to 
dijrporcof,^tf he .even lives." ' 

** I know, 1 knpwv ' cried /he, pafHpnately,.** youtfricnd always - 
treated mc with indiSe'ewrc. . ijce tqq pl^iinly I must take thccb* - 
tested veil." 

• The Marquis fmlled,-^" TljinkJbetterofit,*' faid»he,*<anhand- - 
fpme young Jipblcman, with a conlidccable revenue, must outweigh 
a rofary a.n;l a crMcifijit.^ A little time .• will probably bring, you to 
my way of ccafoning, and, aj; worst, you have a year's probation l»- 
fore you perform the, vows. " IrttWcivi; months, my coufiri, how 
many greater clianges will happen than the aJteratien of ^\ Jadyjji 
mind. Naw.Jettus ff>«ak of your fistcr." 

Hewasjintertimtcd by the return of tlie GoUntV fistcr, who fig- 
nificantjy .iRquircJ if Ahuira was to be a nun. 

** I fear it, iiidccd,'* replied the Marquis, **unlcfs you can pev- 
' fuiBde \\t$r thcr<i are morcxhaniis in a nobleman's l>Alace than a con- 
... vent.*' . ■ ■ ' 

" I rtiall.fcarcely have timc,^'. replied fliej */ before tlie xetam of . 
my broihcr^, it is. already .near nine o'clock^* 

" So laj;e!? cried th^ M^rq"lS| staiting up, " I iiavc already . 
. t^>cp tv/o hobrQostead of one.''. 

.The Marquis nasjened away, a^yiidng on what contrivance An* . 
ton'io .could, have fallen taboid them lb late. . He had: not.bi»ea gone 
many minutes when the Count and Don Padilla returnejf * 
t Wc,hax6')B^ wiU) aJoYW. for you in oui'.rambks*^ Cddthf/c 
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J^axA 1^ Almirii (Don Paditla boiiT|t engaged at ihe winda]R^ - 
^«tbutl koovvnothojv wcihall bring thchuliucfs o bear." 
-\>"^9n't,g^ycyourfc|f any coaccra," Kplitd his fistcr. >* Wc 
bavc had one lover here ouifclvcs, fo you way abandonyour's to « 
, .fprlorn hope." 

" May X know vvho that is'?*' inquired the Count- 
. ** We must barter, for an exchange of feci eta at Icast^" anfweffid 
.JVj ■ * but Ahiilra, have I your perniifllon ?'' 
.; <> Nay," "returned Aliiiira ij) a lovv voice, and a look of alarmed 
.. appr^epliout "; you have pone too far to rcgtiirc it, but the Marquw 
is no lover of mine, iiKlecd^'^ 

** Why that indeed?** laid the Count laugliing; "I can att* 
;lwcr for the Marquis that he is, he told ilicjbhnnfelf this very even- 
ing. iH€ cveirniaitle propofals to youi* fa\ her, and it is not a quarter 
. of an houi- fince lie left us.*' . ^ 

Donn^. Bertha could* fcarcc refrain fr^m' laughing ©nti^- V Yb^i 
, would not,' faid (lie, " perfuadc mc J have neither eyes nor cars^ 
;,. tlae Marquis de Denia^has been with us n^ore than two hdurs, and 
k is but this moment — '•* 

. .'* Tlic Ma»quis de Denia V* cried Don Padi^la, turning tound in 
• anger—"'* Has th0 Marquis de Denia dared? — but how came you^ 
Ahnira — Was you not aware of my <ictestati on; my uttcRand in* 
cxunguill)ablc hatred ? Death and fury ! Am I to be- thwarted at 
every turn by this wretch? But i will fome day hrvc revenge. 
Count, 1 fecg your pardon :' my paiflions are fomctimes too much 
fcr my difcnction. . Alnaafa, I will be obeycd-J-prcparc this very 
..night for the convent.** 

, " Hold a mbraent,*' c ied the C6unt j ** this is a very foblifh bu- 

r fiUeCi. The Marquis came as a vifitor to mc, yciir daughter deities 

his bejng a lover of her's, and my filler declares what Hie lak-i wasria 

:: ,rmllci;y." ■ - r 

'^ I know better, I know better,*' repeated the enraged Padl lla, 

; as^hestaJkcd abapt the room with ^distorted countenance." "That 

wretch crofTes nie at every turn, butitis niy own fault) I^am a 

. Iboi, a child, thus to-tviflc." • .'. . 

AmJdst tbcfc exclamations, he fuddply recolledled their impolicy^ 

and flirinking into his ufual gtoomincfs, he Ipent the rest of the 

. , cviJiMng in fu^fen filcnce, firmly dctcrming that twi the next day his 

daughter Qiould begin her noviciate. 

; , Antonio hastened from the Frada to meet his friend, wheh their 

mutual fucccis was. r<;lated, and.fiitureplam dtfcufied, -without ^ny 

., ppfitivc arrangement. .*' 1 am gt^ing, to-^night,*' faid Antonioj 

** to treat h«r with a Serenade. I have providid mufu:, and the 

words arc ff om an old Spaniili ron1ancc^ I have a tolerable roiccj 

. and will fiug them to a guitar if vuu will accomj^anjj me." 

To tills the Marquis njade'no obj^tVion \ but) having need oi rc« 



ipdfc, tit lay d&wfi fot an libur to rest. He was^^dkcnja-by fiw 
^ impatient friend about eleven o'clock, who^ having provided ati cjc-- 
ceileht band of muficrans, R«oIo and Philipj Amonio's fcrvant, 
attended them well armed, nothing feeing roOrc comitton than ren* 
counters in the ftrccts from the jqaloufy or mistakes of IdVcrs. 

They were hot long in reaching the palace of the Count Potcnza, • 
Virherc, having taken their ftation, the muCcian preluded' Vvitha 
, fymphony, . which oeafmg Antonio fung ^ foHoWi^ Itttj aossdk- 
'' paiwd by his friendi :^ 



SERENa£)E» 



Art thotftlwake, or -art thou flecping, - 

Love may attack thee, L^dy Fair? 
Where is tlic heart iq f<tfc in Hcepin^j 

As to clud^ the fecrct fnarc? 
Cupid, a wanton, ^ily enters, 

SometiiBcs the eye,, fon^ctimcs the €«tr 5 
Boldly to gilded doipes he ventures, - 

Wrapp'd m the' gai b ctf bafljfu^fe^r. 

sYimtoiiY'. 
Rife the^; an4 heair me, Lady Fa]r« 

Tb-n, deareft waid, be not difd^ining, , 

That power theproudcft once niuft ted r 
Lisit to ain heart whofc fond complaining, 

Love's brightest paljion wo«l<f tcveal . . 
Tben again clofe tl>me eyes in flumbers— 

Should Love perchance invade tliy breast,. 
Mufic attuned to foftestiiumbeis, , 

Shall footh thy mind to fwectcst rest. 

svtolHOinr. 
Rife thee, ^nd hear me^ Lady Fair* 



After an interval of filchce, they again perfohned t!fc fame arf j 
but A'lmira not appearing at tli^ lattice, they ^cix obKigcd to n tire 
without the fatisfa^ion of knowing Ihe had heard them though of ' 
that there could be little d^abt. Their companv was too inla.crous ' 
to dread any common attatk, and tbey rcturn^^i m H^fcty to the J^^ 
k€e of Uic Mvquia of D^iar- 
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Antomo, early the {ollowmg day, fc»t« picfcnt of tli« finest fruit 
Mad'"id could produce, accompanied with a note of rcfpc£tful corn* 
pUmejits to Paallla { but he was deaf alike to interest/ to rcafoni 
and to nature. 



CHAPTER HI. 



Tbrice bUJpsd tbey that master fo tbeir bloody 
To undergo Jucb maiden pilgrmase ! 
But eartbVter bappy h4be rofe distilled^ 
Tban that tifbicb ivUberhig on tbe virgin tborn, 
Groivsy lives ^ and dies in single blejfednefs. 

Srakspeaiu* 

Early in the roorninc Don Padilla condu^icd bis dauglilcr to 
the Convent of Dominican Nuns, with a fcvcie cliargcto the l^dy 
Mother of the foundation, that (he fiiould not permit any stranger 
to fee, niqch lefs hold corrcfpondcnce, with his daughter. It was 
bis knowledge of her fcverc and inflexible difpofition which caufcd 
him to icfeft her houfe from that^of many others in more eligible 
fituations ; he knew the mother St, AgatRa,:*wOuId mcalure out to 
thoftf around her that portion fhc herfclf had partake li : having been 
dragged from the arms of a favored lover in the prime of her life, and 
biuned within thofc barren and unpityiii^ walls: in place of learn, 
ingfiomthcm to commifcrate the woes ofoihers, from a wrong turn 
in her difp<jfition, arolc an inveterate hatred against an)r who pre- 
sumed to aspire to greater pleafnrcs than (he had experienced, and 
/he confidered the excrcili of her power as a just retaliation upon 
fbriune. 

Under fuch a ftiperior Alihira could expcdl no ii>dulgence ; ond 
when the gate whicli barred her fjom the world clofcd upon her, fke 
wilbcd again to have had the old caQle to ramble over, with her fiftcr 
Virginia to ftiare in her convei lation^, and to plan fome little fchemc 
of innocent amufcment. The narrow gl oom v cloi Hers were even more 
folitary than the heavy gothic galleries of the Gallic o*^ Montillo, 
and the emblems of religion infpiredniorcreveiential awe than the 
relics of martial grandeur. 

Almira was of that dilpofitinn whicli wiflied for fome companloa 
to fliarc the plcafures of friendftiip ; her heart was too gay for thofc 
iblitary fcenes of endlcfs monotony, and the :.if»ht wliich had first 
introduced her to an aifcmbly, obliterated, in a few moments, there* 
icfttoarfwhathad.brought her to Madrid. Vhit feiry fccnc was as 
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tranficnt as it was bright t fhe felt (as her father had intended) m 
greater force the mifery of her iitimion. 

Shclwd placed her ttffc£tions, at a Srst acqiuaintancs, with her 
coulhi Fernando, not from any motive of comparative preference^ 
but bccaufe he had been the only young man >yitli whom (he had 
been in any way ^miliar ; -and hiitoolnefc and mdiffciencc perhaps 
augmented the flaiTie. - ^ 

In this habitation of piety,' the loioked round in vain for ^ l*ftef 
open and candid as hcrWf ; for a bofom that might (hare her confi- 
dence in the purity of female love. All here were cold and i-epuU 
4We. Mufic indeed warbled on their lips, but dmny had no abode 
in their heafts. Sins long lince committed rankled with corrofivc 
violence on minds which no other occupatiort CotiM divett from rc- 
fle£lion. Regret and unmeanina^'cp^'^^^"^^ . loured tlwdiipQrmQn. 
of thofc who had too late difcovcred tliat tht y had chofen wrong ; ' 
and few, very few, taded the inebriatmg cup of enthufiaftic religion, 
which enabled them to lock with indificren^ce upon the c^inrafling 
gaiety of the world that furroundcd them* 

Almint fecluded hcrftlf as much as fhe Cbuld with propriety in to 
own cell, where flife could not avoid repining at the harihucis of her 
lot ; and in place of breathing petitions to Hcavcn for grace to adopt 
.and becotne the habit, (he-d^ily Ottered wifl>es at t'lic foot of tlic al- 
tar that Fernando, or even .the Marquis de los Velos, might find 
means to refcue her. The routine of religious tcwniony was but a 
Jwrtial amulemerit, and could not relieve her mindi from its weight 
of overbearinjt? fadncis. It cVcn aUgmciited her ferious rej9c^ions, 
and' fhe found herfelf fast approachijig to that apathy which^rifes 
irom univeifal dilgust. *• 

Amongst the fisterhood Ahnira could distingiiifli no friend, but 
amongst the boarders was a young lady, whofc name was Saphira, 
whofe innocent converfatisn and lively remarks en gaged lier attoi- 
tion ; and though her years (being fcarcely fixtcen) admitted not o£ 
Ijnboundcd confidence, yet hercompa^iy wasamufcmentaiKlpleafure, 

They read together, but it was tliedty, uninviting morality of the 
fathers. They Tung together, but is was hymns and religious airs* 
They ramWed togetlier in the garden ; but it was in a garden where 
every obie(^ reminded t'hem of mortality, and every step might be 
fuppofcd to pafs over the mouldering bones of foi-ftc departed fficnd* 
M-cLtnchoIy yews and folemn cyprefres formed the alleys ; no flower 
(Jf variegated hiie, or brilliant appearance, was admitted into this 
fandluary ; and which ever way the eye turned, fadncfs and filcncc 
IceiDcd to fit brooding upon death. The termination of the walk 
t)pened not upon a beautiful vista, or capacious temple; 2^ Iliade of 
impenetrable twilight mingled them in confiifion, as though the glp- 
fious beams of the fun were too gay for aduiifli9ii> where niistaka;^ 
jficty had placed her abode* * '' 
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. Thii gnrdcn, idrcarv as it wJis, wis preferable toi tlic interior of 
the buHding^ wber©^^ fliadc fpread its glopm^ at nioon day, and pale 
figures in long white robes, with black veils and black girdles^ glided • 
through the galleries and ^cloisters lilce inbat)itants of afpiritua! 
world, AUnira dikovercd withfurprTle, ihat, even in thcfe abodes 
Ckffiippofed tranquility, where the paffions of the heart (hould liave 
been. charmed into jQumber^ diicord and ambition hadextendai 
tiicir influence, and occupied m the bofoms of too many tlie place of 
ilevqtion. . ' 

The Abbcfs was. In- the decline of life, and tlie fcnior fill's &i€h 
had a view to the liiccefsion, which created parties and cabals with- 
in the walls, as mvctcrate, perhaps, as tbo/cofthediffei«flt colours 
in ancient histpry. Almira , was yet too mfignificact to be courted 
by either any further than for her opinion, whether Mother Urba- 
fiia wasnot more prcfefiible than Mother Ifola ? Such questioiis, 
Vfhich taher infpircd no interest, and to which (be was wholly in« 
diflferent, fhe declined with delicacy, obferviiig tliat it was iiot for 
her who Jiad fg recently entered the fociety to form ,a judgment of 
her fuperiors. Saphira was equally uninterested ; but even her youtb- 
fiil obleryatioDs pointed against the folly and eageriieis of women, 
and th^lc women far advanced ia life,.aQ)inng to the tranfient (ha- 
dpw oi^power, when it was almost an equal chance whctlier tlicm- 
fclvej might notilrst bcconk in habitants of the grave. 

•' There must be fomtthing {vvect in the poflcfsion ofpower>'Maid 
Almira one day to her youftg hearer, *' of. why Ihould thefc old la- 
dies grafp at its poffefsiou with fo m^c^l violence: for my part, I 
Ihould like.tobethequcOHof'fofiic flowery ifland, guai%ic4 round with 
high walis, that might defend it alike from enemies and the attacks 
ot the ocean. I would have all my fubjeds .beautiful and peaceful, 
apd I would iifpenfe to them every blcisiug in my power to bestow. 
I would have £ne palaces, fine gardens, elegant enteitainmeiits of 
muficand dancinj», and the whole kingdom; fliould be a little par** 
dife of enchantment." 

" But who," faid Saphira, innocently, " would you have tq build 
all your palaces, perform on your mufic, ot work in your ki^ens?" 

** That is true,*' replied Almira, "nothing can be performed 
VitlKMit labor, and w^hcre there is labor there will be difcontcnt, and 
where there is no labor thcie will bejjcart-burning and jcaloufy 
about infi^ificant trifles, CLich as gangrenes tlia real pleaiurcs of .. 
contemplation within thcfe walls; walls, wb'ch would other wife 
Hold out an afylum, much to be priz<xl by tlwfc who have been un- 
fortunate, who have lost all their friends, or who arc w^ry pf the 
woild." . 

" And I think/' faid Saphira, "one must be all thcfe before thcjr 
can admire and love thcfe gloomy little chambcra, and thcfe moping 
ptJnSf toF toy part» whew I am oWigcd to go along thoiedai^ 
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galleries by myfclf, 1 am alttiost afraid forac rpc<Slrc will start upon 
me from the obFcufity, for Btie c^h neither fee before or bchiiid, it is 
exaaiy like a fog of twilight niist»" 

Ahnira, in company with this young friend, endeavored to foften 
down the rigours of folitndc^, but fhe could not fupprefs the repinings 
of her heart, Fcrnando's indifterencc accounted for his long ijlcnce ; 
but the" fame cxcufc did not exculpate the Marquis de los Vclos : he, 
wIto pretended to be deeply enamored could yet lufFer days and weeks 
to pafs away without fo much as one vifit, or the fmall est token of 
remembrance. She was ignorant of the restridlion placed upon her, 
which prevented her receiving .any meflhge, yifttor^ or letter, and 
flic knew not the incffcdual devices of Antonio to g^ain admifsion t 
her mind began to be dimmed by the gloom around it, and hopclcfs 
dcje<^ion faddened her tltoughts. 

Her little companion, who, till the death of li«r parents, had been 
habitaated to all the fplendor and vivacity ot the world, was even 
more aifedled than Ahnira by tlie contrast. Her mind inlcfifibly 
imbibed ad the terrors which striiSi religious difcipli'ne, *bcn united^ 
with bigotry, is calculat^ to infpire. Her fprightly temper lost its 
^tonc: her mind became tbeprcy of fictitious horrors, and all her 
thoughts turned upon futurity. The triendly diicourfcs of A^lmira 
by degrees became irkfome, and, iik^a vitiated taste, nothing could 
give her pieafunc that did xiot lead to the general fubje£l of her con* 
Ycrlation. For wliolc days fhe Would ramble in the darkest reccfTcs ' 
of the garden, and fhe foon became fo changed, that neithtr her fen» 
timents nor her perfon could have been known for the fame, after a 
confinement of lefs than three months. Her mind had not had fu^ 
ficient experience to pccfcrvc its tone; it funk beneath the awful cere- 
monies and melancholy duties of a convent. Her health decayed, 
and it was with extreme afflidtion Almira belK;lAj:tfais lovely girl 
finking fast into dw^avc. 

She endeavored to divert her mind with more lively profpcdls; 
fhe attended her with an affeClionatc interest which deprived hctlclf 
.of rest, and flic mourned over hei as a blighted flower withering be* 
fore its piirfedtions were fully dilblofed. 

It is imppfeiblc to be pqj^ctually in any company wltlwut imbib- 
ing, iafenfibly, the fentiments of that company, whethe>thcy be 
vicious or wlicthcr they be good : fo Ahnira found that the constant 
habit of attending the innocent Saphir a, arrested and fixed ho* own 
mind upon tlie awfti! iwystcries of religion, which, ad^ed to the 
daily Inures tfacj attended, were calculated to fill her mind with 
indifference ji)r life, aiid incline it tq adogt the mantiers, and become 
Jefs r«pugnant to the idea of taking the irrevocable vow. 

She attended with more fervor the fisrvicc of tlie church, when flic 
qnitted the couch of fickneis : flic felt not fo much averfion to her 
lot, and there were times whence even thought that if Saphira 



could remain as her conipanbii, fhc fliouW not feci mucli rcluQanCc 
at wnounclng for ever thc^ Vanities pt* a tranficnt life. Of this tha'c > 
were no hopes, for the fun never aroie without witBcfling fomc al- 
teration or decay in her friend's pcrfon,aud Ihc looked forward with 
Eainful anxiety to the fhort period which fliould terminate her tran* 
cnt exigence upon earth. > 

Saphira wasconlcioua of her approaching diflblution, and belicid 
it with plcafurc» " My dear friendj" iaid fhc, one evening as AU 
mira fat by the fide of her bed, " wherefore do you weep ? I feel 
fomcthing within me that lays we fliall foon meet again. Do you 
not remember the toys you. fo. admired when a baby, thefondnefs 
you profciTed for tfeepi? and id you not think you could never part 
irom them ? But as you gre\V up, how infignificant they became 
in your eyes, and yon then threw, them away as worthlefs trifles.— 
Juft fo.the foul learns to defpife this ws»rld> as it gains a knowledge 
of the future/' 

Siiphira. Jhortiy declined beyond the powers of medicine, and AU 
mira» while fhc beheld her, frequently fiicd tears, rcfle<Sling that but 
a very little time would go over them ere thofs polifhed limbs would 
btcome flaccid, ere thofc eyes would ceafe to convey imprefTions-of 
intelligence ; and that voicr, harmonious as muik, be filent for ever. 
*' O, death I" cried /he, as Die t^t on the little coarfe bed in the nar- 
row diiik chamber : ",0, rcmoKelels. death! thcu.tcarcft afunder'all 
the conncdlipns of love, fauiil-y, and fricndfhip. Tliou ro}ci](inen*- 
.haiTador of fuwrity, no bribe can turii thee from thy purpofe,, no 
confidcratian ftay thine liand.'V 

A deep figh caught her attention ; (lie flarted, and looked fearfully 
round, Saplnra had fallen into a fevcri(h fl umber, and her fi^ghs 
arofc more from bodily opprefRon than the thoughts of her mind. 
For two days Qiecant'nwed to linger, every hour api>arcntly at the. 
laft.ex^femity ; and. 0:3 the third (lie bfeaihcd hef laU in tlie arms of 
her weeping friend. ' [ ' , .^ 

Alniira was inconfola.ble at this event, though foiong cxpe<^ed. 
She tlircw herfcif upon the, cofple of tlie departed^ maid, and gave. 
way to an agony of tears Which relieved her heart. Tfeis was the fi:fl 
friend (he had eVer loll by death, and (he had difficulty to believe, 
though reafon coi^jgrmed it, tint fhc was, indeed, gone forever. It 
feeined fo incredible, that without any external vlotcncc or flrugglc 
tlie principle of cxillence ihould depart its abode, and ihc gazed vvith 
earned anxiety expelling tl^^t^hofc lips might again, if butfor onc^ 
more, pronounce ibme endearing fen tcnce of affcdlion. 

At lall (lie unwiUingjy withdrew, being unable to attend the iafl 
ofEces of fricndftilp ; and throwing berieU upoii a chair in her Qvyn 
little chamber, die remained, for a long time, in a reverie of grief 
which'cloulded licrjUiKierilaiidingj and, for a tinie, rendered life 1^-^ 
difliercnt. 

M 



134 

A 3^ung lady, whofe name was ValcdJa, had been recemd as 
boarder the day preceding rhis melancholy event. She was related 
to many noble families: the livclincis of her temper engaged the 
hearts of her friends, and it was with furprlfe rhcy faw her adopt a 
rcfolution fo uofit for the fociabihty of her manners* 'ITie aftcdiion 
Almira bore towards the dying faint was amongft the tirft fuljc6\i 
of conveiiktion, and fhe pollictrcd an .eameft dcfirc to become ac- 
-quaintcd with a^ character which fhe conceived to rcfcmblc her own. 
She refrained breaking in upon the iacredncfs pf grief ; but when the 
firft tranlports of pamonate aflcdion had fubfidcd, flic introduced 
herfclf to the cell of Almira, whole mind coulJnot rcfiil the tone of 
her converfation, and from that moment an .attra^lion adlcd limtu- 
©lly between them* She feemed te Almira as lent by Heaven at a ; 
moment when fhe moll i^equi red a cpnfideot and friend, and the one j 
liftened while the other related the merits of the departed Saphira. 

That young lady had been a general favorite in the convent : her 
birth was high, her connedlions great, and her youth deprived jea- 
loufy of its fting. All the nuns lamented her lofe, and celebrated 
her virtues as a feint, preparir g to folcmnifaher obfequies in a man- 
lier at w.ce grandl and imprefsive. 
jAlmira and Valedia prepared to attend thl^ ceremony. 
iia the fourth night after her death, thriitfeis, all dad in white, ' 
with black crape veils-down to the ground, and black ai>"dlcs, re- 
paired to the church of the convent, which was illuminated with 
tapers. The altar was hung with biHLk, and the vaults were open 
into the body of the church. .The novices, drclPcd' in white, bore 
the coffin with the body of their fifter, and tlie Father Confcffor ' 
chanted before them the folemn fcryicc . * . 

The monks who attencled the duties «f the convent were habited 
in black, and ranged thenifclves on each lidc beneath the ftepsofthc 
altar. When the, whole were fcaicd, a folemn mals \Vas performed 
forthc rcpofc of thcdcad. ^ 

Almira was too much affe6lcdto bear an adlivc pafrt, and fat 
down on one tide leaning upon the bofom of Valedia. From the 
deep grief which icizcd her mind at the iblcmniiy around her, (he 
aroufed to thoughts above earthly- things, by tlie performance of a 
grand Andiem and Requiem. It was opened by a mournful dirge 
upon the organ, when the monks and nuns alternately, or in clicr 
^rus, performed the following 

REQUIEM. ^ 

SOLO— 5y a Nutty accompanied mtb a mow7jful Sympbcny* 

Vain are our care&, vain are our fcars; '^ 

• Qr hoping of K)-morrovvi ' 



Man, tlirougb this tranfient term of ytars^ 
Is lUIi the child of forrbvv. 

. Tnie'wavVmg breath of human life, 
~ As bunia awhile the taper, 
Sa fhines midfl want; and pain, axid flrifc; 
Then vanifties ifl fapour. 

Say, what is man, that he (hould be 

By HcavVis'Moft High regarded? 
Or how, from vice and fin let ircc, 

With future life rewarded? 

RESPONSE^soLO, Ayaifow^ 

He who for human nature died, 

Iivroercy will forgive ; 
And thofc who in liis power confide. 

Shall in bis glory iive^ 

CHORUiS- 

Then raife the lt>ft)r organ's note 

Peal on pca)^ rclbunding high ; , ^ y 

Strains that up to Heav'n may floaty 

And wake the concord of the flcyt 
Then lotider, louder, louder fingi 
Hozannas to our God and King»^ 

SOLCX. 

Ye gates cerulean backwards fly ^• 

Ye cverlafting doors give way. 
She comes — a daughter of the flcy,^ 

And llrains celelUal roun4 her play» 

CHANT 70 /^e VIRGIN. • 

Rcceitrc, O Virgin, mother of mankind, 

'rbis fainted daughter to thy holy rell ; 
To thee he r IpDtlefs fpirit is confign'd, 

To thee (he comes a mei:k.and peaceful guef^. 

On earth awhile (he Uoom'd a fragrant flow'r, 

No roughen'd thought diflurb'd her tranquil mind \ 

But fogn elapi'cd of life her fading hour, 
She fled, and left mortality behind. 

Ye fifter angels, bending down to hear ^ ^ 

• The long ot* glory, which wc feebly faifc;, 
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Benignant finlle, as with a lift '«ing ear 
■ , Yc catch tlic tribute of our partial pralj* 

TRIO. ; 

No more wlil'^'e on earth repine, 

' A fifter mild, a friend Oncere ; 

In worlds of glory {hall fhc (kine, 

Where crimes ne'er move the fecret tear* 

Angelic ipirits, glad prepare 

Rob^ of white and fpotlcfs fliadc. 

On nntexturcd pinions bear ' 
The fpirit of this happy maid. 

RECITATIVE. ' ' 

l^'o Paradifial bow'rs for ever green, 

Where palm^rees blooming cool the fervid ray | 
And blazing glory, thro*. the facred fonc, 

Sheds fplendid grandeur in eternal day. 

There faints and feraphsi near the living ftreams' 
Of flowing fountains, ever mild and'pure ; 

In fmiling yffions, or iri^gratcful themes, 
Praifc Him, who was, and ever fliall endure. 

GRAND CHORUS.;^ ' 

I^Gud, loud hallelujahs, afcendmg on high, • 
Archangels and feraphs, enraptured, reply 
In chorus, ftill riling, that never knows eiid, 
;Loud, loud hallelujahs' for ever afcend. 



The winding up of the laft chorus was incxpjfcfsibly grand. The 
body of harmony lecmed to fill every part of this extenlivc building : 
and Almira forgot, in the rapture of found, and the ideas of etcr- 
jial glory it infpired, all the particular griefs which hung upon lief 
foul. She had given wings to her imagination, and trod in fancy 
imirapcded through the ftarry femaincnt, mingling with bright aerial 
fpirits in the ineffable pleaibre of fiipernal del tght. • 

From this delirium of 'foul flie gradually rccoverc;] as -the founds 
died away, and the notes cealed to vibrate along the aifles of the 
church ; but it enabled her' to attend with calnnicfs tp thelafl offices 
to be performed. The whole company defccndcd the ^looniy flairs 
into the vaults, tbcorgan cominuing a flow movement, till the 
tqnca where wholly loll iii the fiicucc of thctombs. 
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Fhc dim tapers fparklcd through the gloom, fcarccly bringing td 
bt the rows of mouldering comns which liung with yellow and 
mmy dews, while from the arched roof diftilled pctrifadtive drops. 
« tinjid nun*^ raft many a^fearfijl glance upon this laiV abcdc^ 
icre each knew fomc future hour wou Id bring thcmfel ves ; and they 
rctly fccmed to fay : *^ There, or there, muft I lay : there Ihall 
loulder into du{^r and there remain till the final confummailpn of 
things/* 

The coffin was placed by the fide of many others, and left a val- 
ley for one upon the top of it. " There" faid Almira to Vale- 
, " tlicre, upon the boufeof my friend, let me be placed." She 
iddcred at thcdifmal profpeft. " No one can tell,", faid fhe, 
iow foon 1 may be there, left in total darknefs, and loft to fcU- 
ilcioufncfs," 

As the fad proccfsisn returned, the nuns caft many a fearful 
.ncc of inquiry behind them, pale and trembling at the rcfled^ed 
idows which crept along the wall, and ftrctched over the cofiins. 
ch ftole iilcntly to th«r cell, to meditate on the tilings ihey had ^ ' 
tncffed ; and for that night tiic machinatioBs of jcalouiy andam* 
ion were unattended. 

Almira bade her new friend good night, and placed her lamp ^t 
3 foot of her crucifix, where an houi^glafs ftood that was i^ow run 
t. She turned it, and fat down in a chair oppofite, gazing upon 
J land as it ran, till her mind was bewildered m melancholy ian- 
-• The laft grain fell, and fhe was again turning the glafs when 
iheaitl, or fancied (he heard, foft and folemn mufic^ fteal upon 
• car through the ftillnefs of night. She lillehcd, Tiie founds 
elicd clearly along the pafsing air. 

" It is then no fancy," thought Ihc ; " it is not the embodied vi- 
ition oFthc anthem returning upon my ear; it is as a fymphony 
Jpirits in the air ; and who knows but my Saphira is greeting ma 
til the mufic of her companions-" In a little time the founds 
:lted into air, linking into a tone that could Icaroely be caught,^ 
len a voice dearly and foftly pronounced the name of Almira. 
eftartedup, and opened the door into the corridor, but no one. ^ 
ts near. With a fenl'ation of awe- ftie clofed it again, and fo- 
nnly placed herfelf before the crucifix. Again tlie voice whif- ^ 
red Almira, and fhe looked round with ftraining eyes. The lamp 
fore the crucifix glimmered and died away, and all around re- 
lined dark and profoundly fdent. Again the mufk arofe, and • 
ellcd in numbers fo fwcet and fo divine, that fear was-tharmf d 
;o pleafurc. Aj^radoaUight imperceptibly flionein the chamber, 
zrcafing into brightnds, and a form of fm\lu\^5^tv^ \csst\^-V^^sNi.'o^ 
degrees became vifible. Streaming vdbes oi?»zwxt w^^V\^S''^?^- 
around the tbrni in alternate foldvugs, V\m^^^c^ V\^\^^^\<v^^%Vv^^^^^ 
Ymous gems. A goWcii cvown o^\x.^\i^^ 'wcxd^'^^^"*^^'^^^^" 
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waving hair, aod tlie countcnaDCc exprefled moretLan mortal beau- 
ty and benignity. 

Almira was entranced with aftoniihment and delight* Under 
this angelic figuration it was fame time before (be rtcolle^cd the 
features of her recent friend: but how much more lovely were they 
. tin£kured with all the nobility of oeleAial perfection. She gazni 
ttpon her without the power of utterance^ and a^tsar ofi^ight Jwatn 
in her eye. 

Siphira motioned with her hand.«*-*^ My friend," fai^ fbcywitli 
a fmiiing countenance, ** fuch as 1 am you wiH quickly be- Prc- 
parct Almira, nine days and you will go hence/' She waved'hcr 
hand in token of friendfbip, and fmiiing, gradually faded from 
fight. The muik floated in the air, the octcftial radiaiicc mtngkd 
wiih the darjcncls, and in a few minutes the lamp^gan burnt bright, 
and the founds were wholly loft to the ear, 

" Do I dfeam,*' faid Almira to hcrfelf, ** or is this viiion real? 
Can it be true tliat unembodicd fpirits arc ever perroitted^to ap^xar 
as a conlblation, or warning to thdr friends : but to me! How 
unworthy am I of fo high honour." The,lbleran mandate which 
had accompanied this appearance imprefled her mind with belief and 
fhe fhuddcrcd to think that with all her impcrfcAions unrepcntcd, 
a«d her wi flics un weaned, ilie fhould fo foon be fiimrnoned from the 
thing3 of life. SIjc had alaady Jjcen near three months in the con- 
Vent, months which had paffcd away with the tedium of years. She 
received no letters from her fitter, nor any vifits frojn her £stihcri 
and indeed fhe was ignorant whetlicr he had returned to the cafde, 
or whether he rcmaintii in Madrid. 

The more Almira mufcd upon the predi£Vion 'of her fate, ,tbe lefs 
able was fhe to determine upon its purpert. The fhortncfs of tlic 
time appeared to her to preclude acciciciit, or tiie decay of her 
Ileal th. Wliat accident indeed could happen to her within iiiTpcne- : 
trablc walls. She was fometimes ready to ii\terpret in a literal fenfc ' 
the words— Jctt iviil go bencQi but it was beyond her hope that - 
fhe fhould be treed from ihc co5=i\'ent. She forbore mentioning to 
Valedia the fingiilar appearance /he had witnedcd. 

'I'hc converAition of Valedia was happily adapted to relieve tlic 
niiiid from fadnel's. It was by turns lively or fcrioiis, and formed i 
itfelf to the dil'pofition of the hour. Her attachment to Almira "; 
fccmcd every moment toincreufc, and ihc fjc^iocntly hinted a willi .|j 
of mutual confidence. j 

" Is not mini," i!;id Hie thefecond evening aftci the funci a] of . 
Csphira, ** a fmguLr faic i You will wonder when I tell you :his \ 



pl.cc is at owe ir.y^averllon and rry choice,'' 
" That is iiugular," replied Aimira ; " to 



me it appeared at finl \ 
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as a priion, but cn(\om has fo far reconcuLd me, that I find it i>of* 
V t^ JJYC0 My thciighU} itiiXvuc, y^^m^^xu-^W^ \^^\b V: ivy 
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fi(Ur ^irgtaia, «nd the gty liberties of my early youths But wly^ 
my dear, (hould you make this place your choice if you were free to 
will otherwifc?" 

*' Do you kpow I am an iinpoftor,** faid Valedia with a fmile i 
."I have pretended Ignorance to you, but I am well acqii$iD ted with 
your copric^ons from the mouth of my coufin Antonio dk los Vc- 
ios. You ftart, my dear,. l»it bcaffurcd I am m>t dangerous. I 
know alfo the Marquis de Denia, and the adventure wliich intro* 
duccd bim to your acqiiairitencc*" . V . 

Alnura, with a hcfitating yojeci inquired if (be knew alfb the 
MarquisYfricnd, Fcrnand6dc Coellb? 

" Valcsdia figk d deeply, and gazed upon Ahmra with an eanieftneft 
which iecmcd to feck into her tboughts- " Yes, Aimira,'* laid flie^ 
*^ I think— I know I mav truft you« Witlwut confidence there 
can be nofriendlhip; and though a lover will divide the gieatefl at- 
taehs^ts, yet when that lover is no rnorc^ the knowledge of amu« 
tual adrairatipn only cements af&dlion.^' 

*• You f peak to me in enigmas," laid Afmira.. 

" Then I will explain inyfclf," returned Valedia, gcn^yJaylng 
- her hand upon Almira's arm.. " Y<hi have been in love, my dear, 
lo have I ; but the obgeA of our choice is fw; ever loft to m both, 
and 1 have here refolvcd to mourn away my days-^' 

'* Is Fernando dead /" murmurai Almira : then breaking into 
tears they liink for tome liine intoca^ othcr^s arms. * ' If he is dead/' 
iaid Almira, recovering, " I have no longer rcafon to d^ifirctolive : 
I wiU take the vows with ycH,** 

" Not fb," replied Valedia. ** You \m\x many reaf(Hi5 to defirc 
a better fortune- The Marquis dc los Velos is deeply in love with 
ypu. He is an elegant and accomplished nobleman, and iiich as 
tewofonric5{ would refufe. J, know, Almira, that your love of 
Fernando can belittle more than inclination chcrilhcd by loiitiide, 
and thinkuig conUantly on one object. He.was in your company 
bat very few days, while with me he paflcd the years of his youth 
The fether of Antonio was his guardian after the death of his owu 
parents, and I may fay I bred him from the eai:»ieft hourof-my 
memoiy. To an iniDartial eye de los VcJos is preferable: and 
when you remember he will liberate you from this prifon> place you* 
in tile most elegant cifdcs of Madrid, and render you miatreft of 
his [\ftions, you will be either lefs ^r moie than women, to rcfiife 
him/' 

'* Were fuch an offci^ to be mad^you, would you-^ccpt it ?*> , 
fai.i Almira. 

>* i think that I would under the iarae circumstances," anfvrcrcA 
Vakdla. 

*' But, my dear," returned Almira, wiping the tears from her 
f^'cn,' '* the duly 1 owe to my fcithcr \s fecccjk\ ^fc\c\ Vi '^ \w5^ 
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this place without hWconfcnt, I ftiould fear fomc terrible Judgment 
wouid overtake uic," 

" I ice," faid Valcdia, with a fmilc, '^ you are already in it ia ted 
into the fuperftitiona of this place : but aflc yourfelf, if there arc no 
bounds to this authority you dread I Can a parent have a right to 
imprifon or^o deftroy their offspring froni wanton whim or caprice? 
Surely no: and asfurely it is a duty incumbent on yourfcit to fly 
from fuch abufe of power." 

Difcourfes like thcfc, on repetition, gained upon the mind of AI- 
mira^ which was naturally iiKlincd to pleafure, though her late con- 
ncd\ion with Saphira, haa much dccrcafcd the defircs of her hearts 
Valedia was artful, though virtuous. She had a wift*to fcrvc her 
couiin Antonio, and a latenrdcfirc of fupprefsing a rival, fhould 
Fernando ever return, which Ihe h«rfelf dirtanUy hoped. Shc' 
painted to Almira all thcgayfccnes of life in which ftie iiad hcrfcif 
figured, and fbggcfVcd fo may fchemcs of happincfsr within licr grafp, 
that Almira again began to repine at folitude, and to reflect upon 
the offers of Antonio. 

On-the following day Valcdia was^called to the grate, a privilege 
Almira was wholly denied* In about half an hour ihe return^)- 
witha letter in her bofom, which fhc prefentedto Alm^a, faying, 
with a fmile— " It was Antoirio, as I fufpe^fted*^ It was With dif- 
ficHlty 1 took charge of this billet ; for had 1 been detcfted by that 
prying old abbefs, I must never have gene to the grate again.,. I. 
was afraid ihe would think my coufiri was making love to me, he 
fpoke fo earnest and fo tenderly. Scrioufly, my Irichd) if you re- - 
jc€t him, I (hall not think you avvomanJ' 

** But how can I accept the hand of a «ian, for whom I have no 
higher regard than cfteem," {aid Almira, looking at the fcai on the 
letter^ 

** ITiat is his blifincfs," rcplied,Valedia, laughing ; '^break that 
charm, and read the contents of tile magic fcrol I •" . 

The letter breathed the moft ai-dent fcntimciits of love, and ear- 
ncltfy prefitd for a favorable reply^ in the name of her lifter and the 
Marquis of D^'nia. He faid many things to afiurc her he required 
no. more than the ilr4dleft duty might 'approve, andftrongly con- 
tralkd the profpedts of felicity tlicy might enjoy with the cold and 
barren employments of a monallcry, to which her father x:0ndcmncd 
her for life. 

Thcfc arguments could not but fall vvitli weight upon Alm'-ra*. 
Shc reflected that hcTcoulijt nad never fctiir^ed' her attentions ; he 
was now lost for ever ; and (he hcfitated about the anfwcr Ihe lliould 
return. " L«t it be a confcnting negative/* faid Valcdia. " If 
he (hoiild change his mind and fancy me, it would then be too late / 
for you to repent." \ 
J^I (bould vritncfi tfot event m\v \v\^^uxt^*' \t^\\fi4 Aiaxkaii 



141 

**Jf you have any wifh, 1 will give him a find denial; for to t«ll 
you the inmost feelings of my heart, 1 find a ibrt of lingering dtfirc 
after gayer fcencs and worldly pieafar^t y<t fo mingled with indif» 
fercncc, that I compel myfejf, reluctantly, to aeccpt them. X aia 
unable to oxprcfs the compound fcnfation. thatl teel ; ibmcthing 
iccms to hang upoa my fplrits, as if i \vas notmy own agent ; and •- 
I may compai-c my fclf to a ycllel in a flream, withont rndderi fail^ 
or oar, wliich, with the returning tide, feels an tqual impul/c,: andf 
ibUows atiail the moft powerful external force.* ^ 

" You draw your diftmdlions too finely to be very happy,*' faid 
Valcdia. '* In this life we OBght never to feel too acutely either 
pleafifrq or pain ; and yet for my felf, I never could an ive at the dull 
medium fo neccflary if we woul4 glide eafily through the. world; 
but we are now gjowing melancholy, wheij ourprofpe^s are brighter 
wc will plan an anfwcr to this letter, and truft th« event to tljat fu^ 
pcrior power which contcouls all things." 



CHAPTER IV. 

^ -i • • • •• Better be 'With the dea<k 
Than on tbi torture of the mind to Ut%, 
LprestUfs ecstacy. 

ANTONIO, oh the evening following theLfercnadc, paid a vifit 
to the Count Potcpza, inliopesof being admitted into the. company 
of Almira; when, by a difplay of his talents and connections, l.e 
might pique the pride of Don Padilla, and stimulate his interests in- 
to thofe conccflions wiii?h fricridOiipf could not obtain* Great thcre- 
tbrc was his Ibrprife, when he arrived, in the evening, to Icarri Al- 
i[nira;was already become the inmate of axonvent ; and he could not 
in the first moment of his anger refrain exprcisions-offcvercreCcnt* 
ment, ^ 

Fadllla enjoyed his confulion, and anfwcrcd hi^ reproaches wlih . 
defiance ; indeed, ^ malicious were his retorts, that Antonio could 
cafily perceive a chief trait in his diaradlcr to be, a delight in the 
niifcry of others, and vowing in his own mind to fufmount every 
oppofing obstacle, he hastened to his friend thc^ Mbrquis of Dcnia, 
to give utterance to the fuggestions of bis refcntment. He fomid 
XX\t Marquis in a melancholy diTpofitSon; feated in his libraiy, with 
his head leaning upon his hand. He started at the entrant^c of An* 
tojiio. «* You come,'* faid hej *^ very oppoituncly -to rcUcvc uw 
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from the torture of rcflc£\non. Whatit isthatpuifucs me I know 
not, but I am mifcrablc. Sit down, my friend^ and let us fee if 
we can dcvclopc this mystery. This morning early I awoke, and, 
drcfsing myfcif, went down into my garden to enjoy the beauties of 
the cool hours. I was delighted with the chirping otthe birds in the 
orange and almond groves, and (at down on a bank of lowers to 
listen to them. In a few minutes I heard a rustle amongst the lau>» 
rels, and raiGng ray eyes, beheld foleronly advancing towards me, a 
tall pcrfon, wrapped up to the eyes is a black cloak, instantly rc» 
calling to my mind the perfon who had accosted me in the church at , 
Calatrava. I started up to call for . afeistance, or the better to de- 
fend myfcif; when, guefsing my dcfign^ he motioned with his hand 
for my filcncc* Only about half the upper part of his face was vifl* 
blc, but tlic gleam ef his eye was not to be mistaken.. 

*< He stood a moment gazing upon nle with the malice of a fiend ; 
when drawing froiM his cloak a letter fcalcd with black, I looked up- 
on the fignet, and found it my father's feal. I started i» confufion 
at the fight; I gazed upon tlw writing, and recolledfed the traces of 
his band. My impatience and amaaicracnt Were too great forme 
to notice, and taking advantage of my abfcnce of mind, this strange 
meffcngcr had departed ; and when 1 again looked up, lie fceraed to 
me to have vanimed. The letter Wtis written with my father's hand, 
and commanded me not to undertake the journey 1 had mcditated|, 
but to hasten instantly to the houfc on the banks of the liigus, and 
Wait his permifsion for my departure; 1 caulcd the gardens to be 
fearchcd when I recovered from my first furprifc; but no prrfon was 
to be found, and, at this moment, 1 cannot co»jc£lure what or who 
18 this mefienger." 

** Are you certain the letter is /m the hand-writing of your late 
fether V* md Antonio : "and is it not polsiblc you may be deceived 
by a rtfcmblance, and tlie whole be a repetition of thofc infamous 
fchcmei whieh you fo narrowly efcaped on your way to Toledo?^ 

" I am not without fufpicion," replied Albert. ** The dJfguifcd 
pcrfon, who brought me the letter, I fufpc<5l, irno other than Jac- 
ques ; for, {urely, there can be no doubt it was he who fo artfully 
deceived me in the church. The writing might be a forgery > but 
the fignet is what I always carry about me, and which it would be 
noeaiy matter to counterfeit. How, alfo, could Padilla^ or his 
agents, know my intend^ jeitmey to the Castle of Monti lk>, which 
wc planned fo fecrctly, that none of my domestics, except Raolo, 
canfufpeait?" ^ 

" ** Are you certain of Ws fidelity?— Bribery is very powerful,** 
faid Antonio. 

*< I would plcdgc-my life upon hisfilence^" replied the Macquis, 
who feemed willingly to incline to the • pcrnaturai lidc of tlK quef- 
tioa» ** M/ curiofity; impels me to . .»ply wrth ti«i ordtr of. the. 
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letter ; for J am Well aware that i (hall have no tranquility till I 
can difcovcr who or what it is that is for ever undermining my rc- 
pofc. I will> in future, never stir without amis, and at the next 
interview, If my finews do not become paralizcd, I will be certain 
-Nvhetlicr 1 iiave to deal with body or fpjrit.*' 
:, '> Your love is not fach as mine," replied Antonio. I would 
first refcue my miftrels, and then leck into thofc things j but fmcc 
you are going to quit Madrid, tell me, if you can, how I may free 
Almira fiom the convent, and by uniting her iatc to mine, bid de- 
fiance to ail the fchcraes of Padilla." 

The Marquis of Dcnia adyiled him to bribe fomc of the monks 

that attended the convent, and as Don Padilla would, in a day or 

two, return to his calUe, to be wary of dilcpvcring hi;^ dcfign b^orc 

his departure. Antonio having fettled a correfpondcncc with his 

friend left him, givingordcrs to Raolo-to prepare for their journey 

to his country feau He was too impatient to wait the. Dbfence of 

Padilla, prefcnting himfelf the fame day at the grate, reqiitthngto 

i'peak to Almira. AH his addrefs and ingenuity was not fufficient to 

foften the heart of the Superior. She reproached him at once with 

the dcfign of interrupting the devotions oi a young mind, and ftir- 

ring up in the pure and holy lan^lunry^ of which flie was governefs, 

the profane defire of worldly plcafures'; difmifsing him after a te* 

dious harangue apon her own virtues ?nd inflexible honor, ^ with dr« 

clafbg that Almira never would, be permitted the; converfe of auy 

- Uying perfon, outfidethc walls, except her own father, much lefsa 

young mau like him who only prowled about \}ct fold, tor the 

^ wicked purpofe of carrying away one of her innocent flotk. 

Antonio law that he might as well think of ^noving to pity the 
hars that picvented his entvancc, as the long fince cold and unfeel- 
ing heart of the abbcis>.and Ik turned gloomily away to plan fomc 
«ther ilefign. 

For feveral 3ays he made cveiy pofsiblc inquiry concerning thofe 
who fei ved the convent with various articies. He applied to feveral 
of ^tbern ta convey a lett^er ; but Ibnie pleaded their confciexice, and 
the reft di-clarcd, at once, tb t they (hoold run the hazard not only 
of lofin^ the employ, but their chara^ers, whiclh in fuch a cafe, 
would ruin them for life. Antonio next had rccourfe to one of the 
monks, ijc rcprafcntcd to Ivim the iijufticc of retaining Aj mi ra, an 
unwilling prifoncjv He Xct before him the grcauicfs of his own 
, paflioni and, above all, rcprcfentedi hat his rank and conncA'ions 
would be certain to promote him hi the church, and provide him a 
dignity he could iievc: liope other wife to attain. 

The latter argmncnt had confiderable influence; and ajter feveral 
profcfsions of regard, the monk proraifcd him a final anlvvcr in a few 
days, till which he requited .him to wait with patience. This in- 
tci vaJ, in the eyes of the ardent Autonio, appeared an age : but ac- 
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cciijity required liisacquicfccncc, and to amtife his thoughts he regu- 
larly vjfited the convent church, but the nuns never appeared before 
the curtain. JIc e^camined the fituation of the bgildlng, to Tec if It 
were not pofsiblc, in cafe of extreme urgency, to fcale the frov/ning 
walls, and carry away by force the facred charge. One part of the 
garden wall adjoined to ieveral low houfcs, whofc tenants were of 
the poorer fort, and the ftreet it opened upon was oblcurc and narrow. 
This appeared the mol\ vulnerable part of the fortrcis, and overjoyed 
at his difcovery, he haftcncd away, left the prcfencc of a man of his 
figure, in.iuch a place, might aeatc fufpicion. 

He returned repeatedly to rccpnnoitre under various difgulffS, 
every time more convinced of the pradlicabili'fy of his defign, if he 
could be feconded from within* 

At the appointed time he waited upon the monk ^ but his rc(;ep- 
tion was cold, and his denial firm. The. monk now pleaded tl\e 
imperious necefsity of his duty ; obferving, that, on cool reficdiion, 
the Marquis de los Vclos would think a man ill qualified for tliofc, 
■ dignities he had the power to beftow, if, he made' the fir ft- ftep to 
attainment, upon the proflrate pcrfon of hi^ facred vows,; and that 
if he had not given his decided ^ negative at firft, it was Irom a zeal 
' which he had to fefve fo dcferving a nobleman. 

Antonio eafily perceived that the mother Agatlia had) been con- 
fultcd, many of the monk's phrafes being the fame as (he herfelf h^d 
made ufc of to him. He had now to begin anew the mode ot his 
attack : he attempted to convey a letter through the medium of foinc 
little prcfeuts from the Count Poten^a; but though the prcfents 
were delivered, thefurpicion of the abbefs always detedlcd'the con- 
cealed billet; and Ahnira remained ignorant that ihc owed thofe tri- 
fles to the attention ol Antonio. 

The agitation which perpetual hope and perpetual difappoint- 
mrnt created in the mind of Antonio, cauCed him to nj'Jedl his 
friend ; and though he wondered the Marquis never vifited Madrid, 
lie was too much engaged to give it particular attention. Ho Had 
always fome new fchcmc to fct on foot, or foincnew fonnet towrife; 
for, that Ahnira never faw thofe tender ctiufions, lie \yaS ignorantj 
and as they never returned, be was f<)metimcs iiiclincd to hop^ that ■ 
Ibinc at lead met her eye. Thus upwards of two months patlcd 
away ; and when he calmly rcflcdled, he found himfelf as near as 
when he fivft fct but, and ordr.ring his horfes fuddenly^ hcTefolved 
to haflen to the Maiquis of Denia, and engige, his. return^ Uiat he 
might af.id him with his councifand perlonal aiTtion. 

His fervants were, fome of th&nn, difpatchcd to get the hoiffs 
ready, while others prepared his baggage. He fat in an indolent, 
Jmpaiicnt polhire, looking upon tiic pafliingfcrj^ iu the ftrcet, end 
thinking ofAlmiia,' \\4ien hiscoulin Valcdia ran into the r.oOvU. 
Oblcrving the difurder around him,^ic inquired if he was upon chs 



^45 

pDint orgbing^ Journey, or only toucfed' hi his hea€, as the wild* 
ncfe of hts connteiiaiTce fcemcdta indicate; 

*' Yqu 3irc very gajr, coufin,** faid Anti^mo ; ** but 1 have do 
i^rits, at prefcnt to enjoy your talent for hismon" 

<' And why fo, coufin ?'* laid fbe, Jstugliihg; *' I can caifily gwcft 
your difcafe: nothing more than a love fit. Let inc tell you, love 
tnalces you \vOuW-bc-»wi& men fools j of which I fee fufficicnt fytnp- 
_ toins infeUibly to pronounce on your diforder»" 

** But, though you may prognofticate ever fo well," replied An- 
tiwio, " yon want the flcill to cui'c mc; and fo, my good Vakdia^ 
leave rae." 

** Leave a m?m in love alone to hialfclf,*^ rettn-ned fhc, " that 
%v«iuldbe an ill- method of cure indeed; I fhould expt^ft yottliad 
hanged or drowned yourlelf, or fomething Worfe»" 

'*' And what worle could happen ?*• 

<* Why, that yqu had fcanipcrcd away on a journey, ^ndforgot 
tbe caiifc of yow pain.* 

** You are heart-wholc) my pretty fricndV* ^^l**^ Antonio, " or 
you would not jefl thus. Tell me, were ^you emr in tdvci'^Scri'*^ 
oufly.-^Ycs, fevioofly." _ 

-'• Then, ferioufly, I have; but it was a great while ago.*' Va- 
fedia fighd. 

**I will believe you now,'* faid Antonio, taking her hand; 
» Come, ray fwect friend^ let us be mutual confidents, love is as 
talkartive as age.^v 

" .And as ibolifh ^^oiage," faid Valedia. " But 1 have a quef- 
tion to aik yoti : Is it long fincc you heard frofti your friend, Fer* 
nando?" 

*< That is a qoeUion," replied Antonio, << I know not juttly 
how to anfwer. I have had no recent information, and mull ac*" 
inowlccfee X begin to fear common report for once fpeaks tru^i* 
But, furely, you atis not in love with him ?'* 

" Why not ?*' replied Valedia^ ** There can be no harm now/ 
my fcfcrct bias been long kept*— Now, coufm, tell va» if Ikiiow the 
lady of your choice ?" 

" i bcHcveyou do not, and, what isworfe, never wi^l.^ 

♦* Sow foi'^ cried (he^ in iurpr^lc ; *< 1 hope fhc too is not dead*" 

^* Heaven forbid 1** exclaimed Antonio : ** "but though not dcadj 
fire is buried from the world and from me." 

** She is in atonvent then, I fuppole?" faid Valcdia. 

** You afc right : but fo rigoroufly confined, that none of her 
Iricrtds are allowed any comniimication, and ail my attcjtepts to ge^ 
even a figlvt arc in vain." 

Antonio then related the outlines of his love for Almlra, andthfe 
various unliicccfsful IVatagems be ha^ cmp\oyA!wO-^\<X?^\%^^N:KSv5Kw 
to her prcftccr* 
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; ^ When be ceafcd fpcakiog, ^^'alcjia faid, wi^ a fiwfeof fetiafeir 
tfoii : " What vvill you give roe if 1 procure you this defircd intfif- 
^ie\v? Nay, more, IFI biing Almira hcrfcif to yotjr^rms?'*' 

V I will ^vt yoH»' ' cried he, prcfling tier hands to hi» J ips, ^ aiiy 
thing you can require flioi t of my heart; and acknowledge tliatth« 
invention; of yqur fcx excccdis the boaftcd flratagems of ours.^* ' i .' 

" That will be acknowledging what aU the wortd^J Jows,**- nfdid 
Valedia. " But it is not laid we are always as dilintercftecl as <:^- 
.ni>3|f ; itnd there arc i^ot many examples of fo fair a damfti* al, 
rumiing lizard to pjtomotc the loVe of aucavaJier young as yoii. I 
will^ d^ercforc, be content witji the praife due to the a&" ' -. 
. "Then now Ictus come to the dclign," faid Antomo, wholiid 
little expectation her propofal was ferious ; and his IbrprileAfas 
great when flic thus began to explain her intention. 

^' I have weighed in iny own mind the fcveral attempts youlmc 
jnadc, and the oijcf difficulty appears to me to gain admiffion iKto 
the convent. To overcome this I Will bcconid a boarder, wtkeh will 
enable mj: to car nr on any cprrcfpondence. I will endeavor td'lc- 
quirethc iriendfhip*of Almir^j aiid to promote your intcrefis*in 
her favor. .What will be. morie eafy than the tccompJSfluncnf of 
tbi? dcfign ; we can arrange bur fchcmcs uniUfpedcd ; my quality 
^ Vtll give me refpedl, and 1 have rio doubt vvc fliall (hortly eficj^llic 
«f<Japcofyourmiftrefi.*' i 

Afttonio wa« enrapture^ at this plan^ Which, with difcrction, 
feemed incapable of failure ; aad embracing his coufinV' he committed 
to her care the promotion of; his fuit. |jis intcndtd journey was 
contitermandcd ; an^ while. Valedia went to prepare for her removal, 
and to engage a lady og rank to fpe-ak to the abbcfs about hcradmif- 
fion, he fat down to wrUe to. the Marquis his new, and, as be^SJii- 
iidercd,. inUlliycichemc. . y ^i 

The intention of Valcdia was no furprife to her friends, who bad 
obfervcd the frequent fits ot nielanCholy wKich pofftffe^ h«r whciirfrc 
thou^it upon tlie fadtd profpe<^s of her younger year?, wben^ ftic 
liad londly hungppon the words of Fernando, and i'ecntly imbibed 
the mod fubtle of human palsions. The recoramendatiqn of-b«r 
aunt wa^ not; |o bp rejc^ed, and St, Agatha admitted' her as a 
boardpr, wi|h no little pride at the dittin(5lion fuch a choice conferred 
jUPCn Ijcr houle. Hcfvy eallly VaJcdia gained the confidence of AI- 
Jnira has already been feen, and the eficds of her ednitant dilcoUrfts 
were hot be doubted. 

Antonio. conveyed, through the hands of his coufjp, repeated kt- 
tcrS) and invitations the mod flatteiing to every feeling of the hu- 
man heart. He was not long content w ith the reiSeption of her an- 
fwcrs r hcrcqueftcd lh©.,woutd meet Iwn, on the fecond night from 
the datfi of his letter, at the feottwn of the garden, wkrc it was 
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ittact to iiiip6&lble|hfiy could U intcrVupte^, and^wtcre he hoped tcf 
wnvincc h€5r pcriQiiaUy of hVs iinccrity and intentions. 

It was not withou.t many' rcflcdlions, and much entreaty fr(5m 
Valedia, that ftic conicntcd witli a rcii»<^ant, heart to tlils clandefimc 
proeeding: but it was abfolutcly n<fccflafy, if flic intended everto* 
^ait the convent* . I'he ftrgnge and fearful t» ediWon c€ Saphira 

, wcrffood bclore her, alarming b^r mind with dowtit and timidity ; 
sShe repeated again aud again the cHgagiancnt, and the fortboding of 
«Yil funk bMuto deep dcjedion. ;^^ . 

:.' Jh^ vain (he attempted to rcafon away the opijrefston of heri]|>irk5, 
and to impute the whole ta the high tone of her imagination and 

:fivcrilh fpirits, Slie numbered up the days which were palled) and 

. Jhc ftart<5 With dread when [Jie reinembcrcd that the ap^imcd night 
was the ninth fince the prcdiition of the angelic vlfion . 
. '* Surely ,*» faid (he, " foraejiiy Serious tatc hangs over rac, and 
the moments advance which afe to carry me to the arms of my 

.lieavcol> friend. Innift not, cannot meet this Antorvio* 3 will 

. fxcuie -my fel f, and wait in roy cell the fata I hour. Alas ! were I ^ 

:- tabc overtakeii by death in th^e very adt of outraging rty' duty, • 

: what cOuki e^ccufc my rcmil^cfsand fohy**' 
- Such were the rcafonings oF Almirwi, whofe agitated mind de-* 
prWcd her of re^l, and emrvated her frame with that languor ofin- 
diflfercnce which prefers eafc to opppc^ion. 

Val«dia, who knew not her friend's fccrct rcalbns for apprehend- ' 
•ing tlw event of the approachiiig night, wondered at th;f fears fhe 
cxprelTjpd, endeavoring to raife her fpijrtSj and to keep her ^rm to 
the appointment. 

''If," (aid Ahnira,'* I am tOm^^et my fa?c On the enfuing night; 

: if it is true that I shall ^0 htntus^ it la indifFcrcnt whether 1 remain 
in my room or the garden," 

Valedia did^not comprehend th^ full meafilng oft'iifi fcnteiice, 

: and replied, ** 1 hope Antonio will have prepared the mfcsii^ of con- 

'\ veying you hence.'* 

** rcfhapa," laid Almira^ with a mournful figb, * tlic convey- 
ance will be iatisfaflion to none of us,'' ; 

Antonio^ who knew i^ot whether he fhould again have the oppor- 
tunity of a pcrfonal interview, refolVed in his own mtiid that this 
fhould be decifivc, if he oould pofsibly prevail on Almira to iciac 
the mornent bcfoise them. Ke had arranged his plim, having a con*, 
veyance in waiting within the area of his own palace, giving out 
that lie (hoald early the next day pay a vifit to the Marquis' of De- 
xua« He feared making any preparations near the consent, Icaft he * 
ftould be .cottnteradcd by foroc fpy belonging to Padilla. 

:Antonia\vas fettirning to his T^alace aboiit noqn of theevcfttful 
day. He- walked flowly along the ftrcet meditating on his projc^, 
vOiienlie was fuddcnly acoofkd by the Marquis' of EvUia, cwcHa- 
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marks ot Turpjifc, gruf, horror, ancl perturbation. He walked cx^ 
trcmcly faQ, and hurrying Antoiiio along^ i?d him through the byc- 
ftreets to his palace, prefcrving filence the whole .way to any qucftiors 
lii^geftcd by the wondering Antonio, L. ^ 

riic moment the Marquis had (hut the door of his library, he 
threw himfclf intaacliair, exclaiming—" Pity me, my friend, you 
fee before you this day one of -the mofl mifcrablc of men, and that 
by a means which fliould have made him the moft happy. Wretch 
that 1 am, I have murdered ftiy own hopes, andblailcd for ever the 
good fortune Heaven had detigned me. Oh i" cried he, ftarting up,- 
" I (hall go raving mad : my hands have been ftecpcd in the blocd 
of Virginia, and perhaps at thjs inflant fhe breathes her )a(l. Oh 
Heavens, Antonio i (and the tears biirft from his e>es) that! 
fhould live to lament fudj an a£\ion ; that by my hMidsthe fiaitefl 
beauty of Nature's forming fhoti Id be thus dcUroyed.*' 

** Be calm, my dfSir friend,'V faid Dc los Vclos, when the Mar- 
quis paiiicd. " What do you.lcjad me t(>.thinK from thefc incoher- 
ent cxprcliiious? — What is it you fay ?'*^ . 

**Thatl have murdered Virghiia, the darling of my heart, the 
objctft of my fool's doatingi" 

** Impofsible,'* cried Antonio, " you furely'dream.*' 

" No, no, no," cried the Marquis wildly. " Oh,, that it were a 
djcami Many horrible dreams I liave had, but this reality isworfej 
than them all. — Look at this crimfon fword, flaintd with the pureft. 
blood tha^ ever ftowcd from the heart of innocence. "O! Great 
Heaven 111 ty me I'* -" ' / ' 

The Mai quis dropped his f .vord upon the ground, and clafpcd 
his hands, together in an ^g^ony of grief. Antonio belield fiains of 
blood upon the glittering blade, and fhuJdercd as he took it up. . 
** What flrange occurrence could liave hupellcd you to fuch an ac- 
tion," faid he; " jind where did it take place ? Have you been to 
refcuc her from xW caft.lc, and was this done in defending her froni- 
iier faiher.'** 

** No/* replied the Marquis gloomily, and Aarting at the hor- 
rible i-emembrance ; 'Vit was beucath my own roof: but now I have 
not a moment to tell you hf^. 1 let't hcf pale and faint, Vife w^ver* 
iog on lier lips, ihayc ridden pofl for a i'urgcon-^I cKpe^l oitp 
cKry moment, ^iyheii i n)"ft retyin. I mud becalm, Antowio, tb 
warn you. aga^inll lom?. mtlehicf. I: ha vc been at your palare to-find 
you, and laicttheConnt Potpnjsa. He informs me that Don Pa- 
diUa arrived at his houfe igifl: night : he h^s di-iiiatclacd an liundned 
fpies to bring him 4uformati,qin ot" our proceedings* i .expc£l a yifit f 
but BOW-r-npw 1 jam pijcpared for any thing thai can liapv>en to niy- 
liitf. But: take care— your llpps are watched, and your viGts. round 
the coftvcut » pubUctalk. Ppr\ PadiiU isjioVa m^ totrific. I 
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have ten thoufend things to fay, and not one momient to fay tliem.. 

li you will enter my ckaifc with the furgcon, who I fee coming, 1 

will explain myfelf more." 

" Excufc me, 1 entreat," feid Antonio, " great as is my curiofity, 
and madias is my afloniffiment and grief at wkit^ou tell me, I 
would not tor worlds be abfent this night from Madrid." 

" Beware/' faid the Marquis, "that your prcfencc do not coil: 
you dear, and remember mc.** 

The furgeon was now announced — ^and, embracing Antonio, the 
Marquis or Denia entered the chaife, which drove off with all the 
fpeed the hories could exert, leaving his friend wrapped iri wonder 
aiid doubt, which no rcafoning could difpcl oiL^cfofvc. What 
dreadful accident had happened to Viigmia he could not gUcfsj and 
what way he fliould avoid the vigilance of Don PadiUa he had ytt 
to determine. 



CHAPTER V: 



,.r .»••••..?•..• • Hail! Icom^ 
ic^anfwcr tbybeftpieafurt: be^ttofiy^ 
-To/mmyto dive into tbejirei taride 
On tbe curled clouds : to iby strong bidding^ tas\ 
Ariel f and all bis qualilies^ 

Tempest> 

■ ■ ■ ^ . .1 

WHEN tlic Marquis of Ucnia quitted Madrid, at the jeceptioii 
of that ungu'ar command, which he fancied himfelf nccetsitatcd te 
©bey,, he took up his rcfidence ^t his country feat, refolvcd to await 
an interview which he cxpcdled from this mifchievous character in 
difguifc, whom he flrongly Ibfpefted to be Jacques ; though, how 
a. letter of his father's, bearing^ indeed, no diate, fhould haye come 
intc^ his hands, he was unable to determine ,,ad wifhed to unravel. 

'to bar again ft fccret afl'afsi nation, he had ihe lower apartments 
of his iMJufeXeaired*. He blocked up the doors adjoining the iobms 
he himlclf inhabited, leaving only two narrow pallagcs open, and 
never weut abroad unarmed, or unattended by Saolo, though it were 
pnhf into his own gardens. Thus he fancied he had provided againft 
any furpi ifc, or human effort. 

One week paffed away and lie rcceived^Du farther interruption. 
Qn the fecorid,. his miiid was dilhii bed by an incident, which, though 
in itlclf within the bounds of natural events^ yetbein^lb tlmSlv 
fivuckh'nn &s another effort of the fame m^Wce \\\v\0^ V^A^\^i<^' 
Map€9<cj by loading lu$ mind with fantiiul\\WCQt^* '^'ViS' ^\^^ca.- 

» at- 
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bijforc his hOLifc were adotndd With innutnerablc flfowcrs, 
Milts ^ wfeVe'riperting iipoa the branches. He li^d remai kfe 
evening,' as he walked with Raolo, the fiagtilar beatity dilp 
the vcgetabrc crewatiorl ; and the next mOrning, whkn h<f lcx>k«c 
aft that beauty Was withered, and the fruit dridd tip li 
branches, as by a blast from a noxious g«Ic. 

The weather Was not r«mafkabty hot, atid the fi're-wirid 
ver known to blow in this part o£ Spain ; and While the ] 
u'ohdcrcd at fo fingular ah event, he filcntly imputed it to t 
power which had overturned near one quarter of the btlildij 
fuddcn whirlwind. 

The fervaiits beheld the blight as an omdn ©f fomc great 
tune; and it was even whifpered amongst them that thi 
would fdon be fnatched a\vay by death, which would thus- 
liini before his time as the blasted fruits of his garden. 
A month paflcd away, and the Marquis began to find re 
' bis troubled fancy. His library attrarfcd the chief of his at 
and he fought in two most oppofite studies to prepare him 
any hte that might await him. 

He read over all the books of devotion which attracted him, 
firm himfelf in reliance upon Providence; and heperuieBfcvcn 
of magic, to dlfcover, if polible, how far infernal fpirits were 
tc"d to a<5l upon men : being in his own mind convinced^ ii 
whole chain of events he had been engaged in from his IcaV 
Castle of Montillo, thatfuch was his unfortunate fituation. 
He wasoncday fitting mulingbn thefe fubje£ls, tillh<s.mi 
ready to start from the pif\ure itfelfppurtrayed : it was noo 
the fervants were taking their repofc. The day was hot, j 
Marquis fat dreflcd in a loofe gown in his study, when tfc 
flowly opened, without any notice, as from a fcrvant. 

The Marquis arofe at the laiicxpe^lcd opening of the 
and advanced tovvards it , bnt he started backWith fjadden dif 
beholding, for the third tune, the fame figure of a man wrapp 
longold Spanifh black cloak, which enveloped the wholepcri 
thdupper part of a dark and murdeious countenance. ^ 

He had never beheld this bcingwithout remembering the fin] 
of tne appearance to the phantom lie had ken m his dream, .\\ 
feemed feparatcd from Virginia for evei', and precipitated dow 
the fky : and though, in Im cool niOitients, he always bclievec 
other than the nllalsin Jacques, yit it never stood before him 1 
priie, but he, for the monunt, trembled with fear, 

- His cvts were fiery ancl wild, liis brows were knit tog<.thcr, ; 
Stei-nly gazal upon the Marquis \vithout uttei ing a wpid,' i 
tfieMaiquis thought upon' his pistols, which lay upon aiiuc- 
he had not even power to Ipcak. " Spirits,.' thought tlie A^.; 
Jj'arc i&i.Xo loViJ tlicuwutic of i^i^hr j but this con^s upca 
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ntm-dky^ vvhtfft the tetS arc at the hig!lcst, \yfappca iil the (hade 
of ht^ own gwmehtsi and dark alone in ht$ own countcmnce." ^ 

The %u re pohitcd' to' the open door, and the Mar gtris ventured to. 
potitt to a chair, makirig signs that the bufincfs might a« wetl be 
finifhcd there as cliewlicrc* 

The straiiger, with a motion qiiiclf as lightni ng) drew a dagger from 
tWfoJdtngs'of his dOak, and waving it in the air, again sternly 
rri'ade affignthat'hc would be obej^cd, and with a rapid stride pointed^ 
the dagger within a foot of the Marquis's throat* 

Whcthei* this being were human or no, the Marqnis had neither 
pdWer nor means of refistant:e. He might be murdered with the 
tixnt facility in his oWn chamber^ as in a mc^'c feci udcil place ; and 
he rcfolved in his mindiio linger \o flirink from whatever iatc he 
hfld to ef5countcr. Once refolvcd, the firmnefs of his native courage 
Arengthcnedliisjdirits, and making a fign tfeat he wonld obey, ihe 
stranger moved forward to the door, followed by the Marquis-, within 
the reach of the arm Which held up the dagger ready to piilngc it in his 
breast. 

In this fituatiort they proceeded along the bact stairs into that- 
range of apartments the late Marqnis had occupied, and which his 
fon forbore to refidc in from tlie meianclibly refle€lions they excited. 
They entered at laft a room on the ground^ floor, vvhic;b had been 
the ftudy, and was furroVmdedwith curioi^-cabliletsj containing pa- 
pers written by the old Marquist lii the centre of tlie fioor Albert 
ptfrceivcd a trap-do6r open, prefentin'g a deep chafm, down which a 
pair of ftaifs led into ibme dark labyrinth or dungeon, of which ht 
had never had the fllghteft knowledge till this moment. 
, Aftonifhcd at this lingular circumHance, he looked upon hta 
guide with incrcadng apprchenfion ; yet fee fearol to betray his want 
ot confidcflcc, wlien a motion might in a Moment numW him with 
the dead. The ftrangcr began to defccnd the gulpb. The Marquis, 
caft his eyes down the gloomy cavity^ into which he' (huddcrcd to 
enter, turning pale; when the fearful guide, frown ingJ&ercely, and' 
iliaking his dagger, gUnced upon him a look of vengeance. 

The dreadful darknefs of this difmal place ftruck him with the- 
deepcft horror as he dcfcended the flcps, every moment expelling 
to plunge into an unfathomable depth, from which he was only a& 
furcd by the heavy and folenln, paces of his unpitying guide. About 
thirty ttcps brought them to a hrm landing, and the faint gleam of 
a diilant torch call a difmal fhadc, without ferving to illumine or 
chafe the furroundin^ darkncfi. 

l^e Marqu)s continued to follow, over ground which was foft- 
like,ncw-turnea mould beneath his feet, every moment exposing to 
be terrified by fomc tale of mui^er, transfixed by fome frightful ap- 
pearance, or ftrctched upon the ground by an un&cn blow of the u;^ 
rafted dagger. 
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The {Ifangcr moved forward without uttering a found ; for their 
feet made no noife that echo could rttutn : every thing around. was 
profoimd I y and fearfully dill, the Marquis fcarcc dared rcfpire, in 
painful expcdlancc of what or where would be the termination of 
thisfccnc. 

Being arrived within a few paces of tlic torch, which was (hick 
into the ground, newly removed, and an opening of about two -, 
feet deep in form of a grave, a fpadc (landing bcfide it. The ftrangp 
guide iuddenlypaufed. 

*< Now/' cried he, in a voice almoll choaking with the exultation 
of demoniacal triumph," now, Alberfdc Denianis thy lalV moment 
come. Thou can*ft not .cfcape. Thou art deep in the bowels of 
the eartli, . and wlicn thou hall finiified thy grave, thou (halt die*'* 

The (iranger let fall the foldings of the garment wliich enveloped 
his fact ; the glare of the red torch fell full upon it, and prcfented 
to the Marquis the favage countenance and murderous iincaracnts of 
JacqucSi as he appeared on tl« night when he entered his , chamber 
with the lamp and dagger in the Gaftlc oi Monti llo* 

llie Marquis fhuddcrcd with furprilc: he repented, but he re- 
pented too late, having followed into fuch a place alone and un- 
armtd ; for at that hour of the diy, and in that fituaiion of fancied, 
fecurity, he Iwd not even his fword ; and he found hinrfelf wholly 
in the power of a wretcht who had the double motive of revenge and , 
perfohal fccurity tfo ifrgc htm to murder. He read all thefe thoughts 
in his countenance as he flood with his arm extended in the air, aiid 
fmiled at once contempt and pleafure. He made a motion with his 
arm as if going to flrike, and the Marquis Ihrunk back half a pace. 
'J'he blade cloak, which was loo£ely faftcntd, parcly fell back ; and 
the Marquis, in place of the glowing fkeleton he had fecn in his 
dream, beheld a corfelct of (Icel, which cautiOn had provided againft 
unforefeen refinance. The Marquis now gave himfelf upasccr* 
tainly loft, l^e villain read his pawcr, and with a voice of raillery^ 
fa*id: 

a Wjjo didft thou take me for. Marquis, a fpritc, or a wandei- 
ingghoti? Thou wilt find my arm fomcthing (Irotvgcr than cither^ 
I truft* Now thy curiolity is fatisficd.. It was 1 who met thee in 
the church at Gal a? rava: it wasT who delivered tliiee a forged letter . 
tocouduft you into my fnare; and now y<;u ai c caught, nor (hall 
all the (ieiids in l>ei| free thee from this arip. Thinksli thou. Mar- 
quis, that grave is deep enough?" , 

*' Is it as deep,*' cried the Maiquis, rcfbluta fVom defperatiopy 
"is it as dcep,-tliou mmderer, as that in xVhicli you placed tiic body 
of Count Fercndcz?'* 

The eyes of Jacques became livid with rage. '* Wr«?tch/'. crifd 
hiy ** take that fpadc— dig your own grave, and when it is finlii&d 
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rill pour 1^ Uaod into It, and covcr^ Af5€ up to rot^ Dare yon 
>bey I this dagger Ihall find a grave in your cafcafc.'' 
Svery niomcnt'-s d^ky was precioMS ; the Marquis Jiad no means 
refiltanc% and taking the Jpade 4i€ begajj todig, while J^o 
rs, uttering all the {uggeftions oi his bloody wit, itood -oyer with 
dagger. The Marquis had time-for a repiT»nt's rcfle€iionj and 
t fuppllcd him with a dtfperatc refoluuoji. 
The earth he turued up was {bit, and be threw it on one Cdcj 
qucs Ikuding on the other, with bis face rather inclined over the 
ye, tlie better to iirike in cafe tlie JMarquis ihould attempt to 
ipc. In this fituation the Marquis, with a fuddcn turn of his hand. 
i\v afpade full of earth into the face of Jacqut^, which coRfoundea 
ruffian for a moujent, and allowed Albert time to leap on the 
)orn« lide of the grave, where the torch ftood burning. 
The Marquis caught op the tordi, and darting forwaid at JacqucSf, 
his black garment in a flame before he had time to parry the uni 
ie<Stcc] attack. With the {harp ee^ge. ©f his dagger Jacques c»t Xht 
ch in two at one ilroke, the flaming piece falling into the grave 
hing with pan iaigtcams from the bottom, and emitting a vo* 
ic of fmoke as fi ora the mouth of a fiery, furnacr. ^ - 

' Belwld the grave," cried the Marquis, *Viu which one of us U 
ay. Prepare, wretch, to i^cc^nt for all thy a imes.'* Jacques 
►eared 9s a daemon of dcftrudtion, fighting in flames*and fnoke* 
5 upper garment burnt quickly away/ but hisarmtuir defended 
bcdy. He inadc fmiouily at the Marquis, who with difficuky 
Id ward his attack wiih the fpade, againll the blows of which his 
fclet was a complete Ihield. ' - 

rhcMarquis flackencd his attack^ in order to watch fomedppor- 
ity \v!icn l>e might take advantage of an unguarded atthudc j and . 
ting till another flafti of the torch gave them light for a moment j 
iartcd fo well-aimed a blow upon the head ot his jxwcrful antago^ 
, that he daggered and fell upon the edge of the grave.' The 
jqiiis JvHowcd his fuccefs, and before he had power to rift, ^5V« 
I lb many blows over tlie head, notwithftanding all the efiorts of 
qucs to ward them with hU dagger, that he was deprived of fcn^ 
on. . . 

The Marquis prepared to roll hini into^hc grat^ei, mth intent toK 
up the earth upon him, when he was startled by a light motiory - 
iad him ; and looking up^ bclield. a* figure, which in his agitated 
e of mind attracted aU his attentictfif aud jrivetted hsm to die 
di. , ■ 

I fe»ial« form moved acrofs the fubterraneous .vauk habited in 
loriih robes, with a black veil defccuding toiler feet. Round her 
d, and amongst her hair, *ai»nd of red ii^mc leemed to play, 
ingatonccto jcndcriifir pcri5Mi..viCjble, and ligiit her »tcp6 
)ugh tliU^ dreary manfions of melancholy iUcucc^.acthc Itos 
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time that it added to tlie hideoufhefs of her appearance My Its uncer- 
tain motion. 

In her right hand (he held a filver fpear, the top bf whVch wai 
pointed with a green, yft clear Jight, and in licr left hand (hc^car. 
rxcd a human ikull. Her arms to thie (houldcrei and her legs to the 
knees, were witliout cover, and ibc appeared as a fiend from the in- 
fernal rcahns of ▼cngeance. 

The Marquis was mar ilnking upon the ground as he gazed upon 

. this figure. He fuppoited hinjfclf, leaning upon^he fpade, whik 

ftic moved flowly before.him.. " Poilibly," tbonght he, <*;tbis is 

fome wandering fpirit of darknefs ; or an chchantrefs, who, lai^hefc 

dreary vaults, pcrtbrms the tremendous rites of her incantations.'' 

Her Mopriin garb first gave rife to this i'uggestion, no people 
studying the art of magic with more avidity ; and a:^ this idea gained 
ground in his mind, his fears became Ids, and his cuiioGty stronger. 
"I will witndV thv-ught he, " tlu§ horrid a^ that I may be con- 
vinced if its powers are real, or its performance fo imj ions as y^t 
arc taught to believe/' 

The figure moved onward with a majestic motion. .The Ajfar- 
quis cautioufly foiloweti till the turning pf the vau^tv led into a 
ipacious dome, in appearance the excavation of an hill. 

The eye in vain endeavored tt penetrate the thick. and almost 
tangible darknefs ; tjie fides of tliis fubtcrraneous temple being earth 
of diffecnt strata, .which emitting no reflexion, the fincy was led 
to wandfr through a bvjundlefs void. ' 

The Marquis sitood still, vesting against the fide near the en- 
trance, awaiting the event, and totally forgetful of his late encounter. 

Tlic enchantrefs advanced nearly to the pcntrc, where statKling 
still, flic placed the Jkull upon the ground, and stepping upon it 
with her bare feet, (Ins stood for foinp moments without motion, as 
if muttering an iavocation; but- her. black veil concealed her coun- 
•tcnance. She tlien cxtciided the point of the fpear which was tipped 
with fiame, dclcribing a circle upon the earth ; from whence arofc, 
as /hctracd, a line of ple-greer flame, emitting a fmguiar fmell, 
but without fmokc, till it encprnpafled htr round. 

With her jeft-hand fhe threw back her veil, exhibiting apafe 
. and livid comple^on, marked with a strong trait of frenzy, to 
which* her darting eye adeledincreafe of tvildnel's. 

" Surely," thought the Marquis, *< I have fcen thofe featurfe. 
It must be the feme that I belield in the cliamber ai the Castle oi- 
Montillo, and this is a continuation of i he horrors that then cUillcd 
»y b ood,"— Hi^ reflexions were fufpendcd in painful cxpediation 
of wliat be h <d yet to witnefe. The enchantrefs standing upon tfcc 
ftui), began totUrn^nd throw herfelf into every gcsrturc madnciii 
jiiight have didlated. 'She fccmed in the eyes of tb^ Marqais as one. 
Gf the sinciQiit {vin<:i&4 ^ 



Tfic mystic danc^ being ended, (he stepped do«rh upe^n Uie grewn^ 
atid turning the holldw of thefkull, fnc took from her giidle a, 
phial, the contents of which (he poured into a cavity, and touching 
It witli the ppint of her' burning fpcar, a strong and bright flame 

afofe amidst clouds of fnow-cploufcafrook^^ that circledin festoons 

over her headi and formed an undulating canopy around her. She 

iead her incantations from a little book, which (he took from her 
breast, and which was written with4iuman blood upon parchment . 
xnaldc of a murderer's (kin, while the flame and clouds continued to 

jarife, an^ a strong yet unpleafiuit perftimc pervaded the place* 
: The bright clouds waved iti fpiral wreaths to the top of the dome, 
where meeting rcfistance they turned, dropping to the ground iu 
forms that delighted "the eye, and fettliag upon the outUde of the 
cfrde, completely enveloped the enchantrcfs in a temple of tranfpa- 

•,rtnt and dazzlhig brightuefs; while the increafmg flame within ap^ 
feared as a body of comprcftcd fire, in the midst of which, wrapped 
m ilt^omy frenzy* stood the authorefs of the Icene. ^ ^ 

The Marquis remained without Saving to move. A burning he&t 
wvadedevery part aroimd him, anda fcnfeof fuffbcation arofcin 
his bt'cast J but yet he was unwiHingto quitfo strange a light without 

' awaiting thccrifis; while his Itps trembled? Incapable of uttering a 
found, and he pronounced mentally a prayer to Heaven j whofe pro- 
tc^fon he felt was most needful in this tremendous fi-tuation.' 
' The enchaiitrefs continued to utter her infamous fpells, when fvii^ 

"denly fhc ceafed, being, as it were, transfixed with feme distant 
light.of horror. Her eyes were stretched to ^hold it ; her features 
were extended and convulfcd, and fccn, as ihc was, furroundcd with 
a green-coloured flame, her ghastly vifage became a piflurc of cor- 
juptcd death, 

** He comes t He co:nes I** fcreamed flic, in a voice of the utmost 
terror. " He conies in anger I'* 

I'he arched festoon's of moving vapour dlflolved in a Ihower of 
blood ; a hollow lound echoed along the distant avenues, and flaflies 
of puiple and laphiic-colourtd light darted round every part of the 

' dpmc. A strong wind of ful^hurepus vapour almost annihilated rcf- 
pjiation, and howled with difinal inoaningsas it rufh^ through the 
cavern. The Ma/quis would have raifcd his hands to his mouth ta. 
prcvcm fuffbcation, but his mufclcs rcfufed to bend, and he found It 
impoffible to make either motion or found, 
. Kefwatcd thunders, like a thpufand artillery, reverberated and 

. . ihook the bowels of the earth : a loud strain of n^ilitarv mufic broke 
thcair* and a figure of gigantic stature entered th^domc. His 

. he'gljt was fupcrior to the ions of men, and his face declared him a 

. being of immortal form. He leaned upon a rod of burning steclj 
a girdle of fire burnt round his waist, and his feet were clothed in 
g>jwii)g brafs. His wings, which he :partly txtcwkd-^ ^^^^*«i 



jii\^^{!lMfrrgSt}fm^df'V^ sai. on Ins hea^'was 

a black lidmct, ovd* vvhich warS a plume of coiidcnfcd-doiids, 
adding to that pride and impious arrogan?:e which fat upon and 
fliadcHi every feature of a coiintetiance, wliich neither xuoital pen 
nor mwtal fancy ^« defcri be. 

His i*apid eyes ftiot^ iikc th- glandng lightning, a tlionfknd ways 
at 01108, with aponctratron that pierced tbi-ough the folid earth, and 
fcanQcdf at once, the ferret of nature. The Marquis xBdcavorrf 
to turn hirafelf from the keert gaze of this iminortal being, but he 
wasrivcttedto thcfpot. His whole frafnc fcemcd diforganizcd 
and di{rolvifigbefor<j his frown, and lie could only utter a (hort eja- 
culation to Heaven- before his ncfv^s relaxed, and ht lunk lenfdcfi 
upon tlic ground. 

When returning life again awakened his feifcs, and gtrtngth 
flowly bracrf his frame, he found himfelf involved in total darkncfs, 
at«d it was- long before he retraced upon his menlory all the chain of 
incidents which Itfdcondiidled lym thither. It was with difficulty 
Htf could perfuade himfelf that he'had not been in a friglitful drcamj 
but the deep and impervious darkncfs convinced hirtKthat he yet had 
to find thcclae to this fwhterran tons labyrinth, of which, till this 
adventure^ he had never had the fmallest knowledge, and now waJ 
jklmost tempted to believe the fabication of msgic. 

Hearofe with diificiilty, ar:d groping his Way along the fides of 

, the paflagcs, he hoped to find again the stair down which he had dc- 

fceiiddd, if indeed it had any real existence : for fo much had the 

fccnes he had witneffed fiiakcn the powers of his reafOn, that he 

oeafcd to put fue the diftatcs of cool rcflcftion. 

' His weakncfs allowed him to proceed but flowly, and lie trembled 
lest in this incapacitated state he might be again attacked, it being 
jflQrethan pit)bab?e that Jacques had rccovei'^d, and might, at tiiat 
poment, be lurking in the obfcurc reccffes, or laying wait for hint 
in the narrow paftages, where the lownefs of the hanging earth 
obliged him to stoop. Slowly he proceeded, now resting to rc- 
cuvci strength, or pauffed when fancy created the alarm. 

Almost dcfpairing of tvcr being able to free himfeff froni this en- 
tangled and dark abode, he wandered for more tlian an hcRir^ till 
he was nearly cxhaustdi, wiien he perceived a faint light at a dif- 
tance like the glimmer &^ star through a fog. F^r and hope 
agitated his breast as he cautioufly advanced, till he coild perceive & 
fcinalc stooping to the ground, ajid feemiogly administering" to 
jfome perfon in distk-fs. 

The Marquis made no doubt but it was theforccrtfs endeavoring 
to recal to life the aliafsin Jacques, and a damp Iweat gatliersd on 
his brow at a^in beholding that fiend in female form, to whofc ii> 
cantations he imputed all the mifchances which had befallen ijimfelf. 

How to cfcapc uiifcen lie knew xwt, but to be difeoYcred he knew 
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wuld be ddstrufticn ; An4 he, wonacfcS in bis own minrf bow ftvt 
bad overlooked him, arid fuffcred kirn to cfcape when liis fcnlcs Were 
'wyap^ in oblivion. 

To mnaiti wWc he was equalled the danger of proceeding and be 
SK»ped thrbugh' th« dUn obfcunty he might efcape oniccn* The 
liqse was^ vain.i-^Thc forccrcfe immediately remarked Ins prefcnce^ 
and starting from the fide of the giave, fhepurfued him r for at her 
Bttt motion the Marquis exerted his ipecd towards the stairs, whole 
StnatTOn wcte dlreft from tbds fpot. 

" Thir^est tJiou to cicapc me^" cried Ihej as flie hd>rai1tcd ; 
•* though thou haft flipped from thcafm of a man, though thou liait., 
'Cftapcf all my charms, and broken the.flumber of a powerful fpel', 
'»6the iV^mc of Luciffcr, the Son of^ the Morning, -1 arrcft thy Sight 
lind Fcatter blindnds in thy path/' 

The M^ar^iis, at liiefc powerftil ^ords, found his feet fucldcnly 
grow to the earth, and clouds of confufion fwinr before his fight ; 
yet his fciri'es remained, and his tongue was free. He had heard 
the WOfds of the encbantrcfs, and, without other defign than reply, 
Itfe critid aloud : '•^ Wretch, flkvc to the Prince of Wickedncfs, thy 
froWer canilot equal the Almighty, and Him whom thou trcmblert 
to name will n6t fuffir that any of his icreitures who fear him fhnuld 
perifh bv thy damiiing arts. In his name J c4)argc thee to reftorc 
ine." iThe Miaitjuis crofled himielfj and; bowed his head towards 
the ground, llie influence of the incantation ccafei,thefilnipaflBSi 
away firom his fight, and hp found himfclfftanding alone at the foot 
of the ffciirs, up which he hadcned into Ms late father's library , 
Xvhere he aluK>ft Rvooned away with the eXccii of joy that he again 
breathed an untainted air, and beheld the glor^cms ^eams of the riiing 

The Mirquis i-ctiidi immediately to bed, after a flight tefrcCB- 
iticnt ; bat his fleep was broken by uncoiinc(2;ed and Grange images 
. ^ahdciing through quaginivcs, or (lickmg between clofitig r^cks iii 
fubterrancous palTages . Thus I le received no refrefliment f rom J3eep^ 
and when he awoke he found a fevcrifh heat and.uhiveiial laUkude 
hanging over him. He faw no termination to that cl»in of \'ex- 
iitioas which, for the lafl twelve months, had intcri opted all happr- 
ficfs: and while Jacqu.s and this cnchantrcfs had power to karafs 
bim> he could never expert to be the certain maftcr of an hour. 
The IMLarquis withed to confide vn Uis fervajnt Raolo thcdifcovciy 

{ie had made of this extcnfivc cavern, and to explore with him its 
ecrct recclTes : but he was unwilling to enter into a Jong and nccei'- 
lary explanation, and^he iighed tor his friend ternando, whofe fate 
appeared to him but too certain. 

Antonio was too much occupied with his own pafsion tofeavt 
Madrid, and tlic Maiquis rciblved^ asfqon as his hca:Ith in any de- 

O 
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grcc recovered, to luften to that city, and aid him in attaining the 
kberty of AJmira. 

The my fiery of his father's letter he could explain, when ib free 
an acccfs could be had to copies of-fais father's hand, and* radi 
likely, to fomc duplicate (ignet. , Who the female could jjc he had 
Eo conception. Strange fuTpicionsSllcd his mind, as lie rcniexnbered 
the incidents that had happened in the Gaftlc of Monti! 16, and be 
had little doiibt but ihc wastlic lame whom his friend Fernando had 
fcen rife from a grave in the vaults of the chapel. Her bulineft 
fecmcd with the dead intUe bovvdsof the earth, and her clara^ter 
appeared to him too terrible to be human.^ 

Near a fortnight elaplcd before the Marquis was fuiEcien^ly re- ' 
covered to leave bis room, and he piopoftd in a few days to goto 
^ladrid. Mcanwlulc,, to prevent another lurprifc, he gave Raolo 
in charge to guard againft the entrance of ftrangcrs, and to fly in* 
ilantly to his library when he lliould ring his bell. . . 

A fixed melanpholy again fettled upon his mind, ^nd his thoughts 
were of the moft glooil^y ihadings* The evening of a very fine day 
fet in with a heavy ftorm, and the Marquis, who now cxpeded ill 
in every change of the elements, went to his window to gaze ujion 
tljc lowcrmg fky ; not without fome apprthcnfion that another iidc 
of his lioufe might be fcattcrcd over the gtounds. 

He renmined a long time at the window, liftening to the awful 
rolling ol' the thunder* and watching thc^ fpoiting'of the fubtle 
Jightning, till his mind was almoft overpowered with its o\vn 
thoughts. He wondered Raolo had not called hiin to lupper, when 
he law by his watch it was near eleven o'clock, and taking a taper 
in his hand, he advanced tothe fupper room. 

He opened the door: a female fprang forwards to meet, him, her 
jdrels in coii^uuon. The taper fell from his hand, as the idea* of the 
cnchantrefs flaflied upon hiin, and her adlion confirming him thai 
fbe had a dcfign to affaflinate him, he unflieatlicd his fword in a 
jTiomcnt, and thrulling forward the point, theftiangcr ran uppnit, 
and murniuriHg out his name, fell bleeding upon the floor. 

His arm was arrcfted, buttoo Jatc, by his fcrvant Raolo ; and 
old Gpn^lcz, uttering ciics of defpair, fan to laifc the fallen Vir- 
;»lni3. I'he Marquis gazed a moment, to© much confounded, at 
firlV, to underftand all the horrors of the deed- He gazed eagerly 
upon her face as it became pale, and clafping his hands in an Bgony^ 
remained, foi* a tiroes wholly fpecchleis. Recovering from this 
llupor, he heaved a figh. *' Is it then," cried he, " no deception ? 
Have I murdered thee, my Virginia ? Oh Heaven I why was this V 

He funk down bcfidc her, and prefling her in his arms, endeavored . 
to recover her from the infenlibility which bound up her fenfes. 

The old man tore his white locks in deJpair, and not knowing 



"• 



dearly how tfie accident had liappcned, hig conjpl»ints pierced the 
heart of the Marquis with the acutef^ diftrrfs. 

Raolo was the only pcrfon who retained any prefcnce of mind : 
he called for the houfckceper, Danic Beitha, and ran hhnfclf for a 
r^norative. - 

Virginia aftera time opened her eyes; thole heavenly eyes, on 
which the Marquis would have gazed with rapture, now feemed to 
reproach him with the moft barbarous cruelty j and it was moic 
from not recoUedting that he had the power to die, than that life 
was facred, that hcdid not flieatbe the fatal Iword in his own heart. 

Mis grief was too deep to find utterance in words, and holding 
her hand in Ris, and gazing upon her pale yet lovely features, he 
fnpported her while ^he houfekccper <^ut away part^f herdj cfs, and 
examined the wound, which was flighter than the effufion of blood 
had given occafion to fear. ' " 

• A faint gleam of hope dawned upon the foul of the Marquis, 
He who had fat afmoft raotionlefs as a ftatue, left the fmallelt llir 
might warn the fpirit of his beloved to, take its flight, now recovered 
all the energy which dwelt within him. Hedcfircd the maids to car- 
ry her carefully to bed ; and Dame Beitha, vvlio had from her youth 
lien accuftnmal to all the> accidents of a large family, and pofUbly 
knew as much as half the phyficiansm Madrifel, compoimdecl a cool- 
ing d»*aught, and dcTircd that (he ihould not be dillurbcd till the a_r- 
.-lival ofthe furgcon. / ^ . 

' ThcMarquis rem:iined near till he fuppofcd the firft fhock of bcr 
fpirits was fubfided, andy fearing Raolo would not fly with 
the fame diligence as himfelf, he fct out btforc day for Madrid, to-, 
tally forgetful of the danger he himlelf might >un, acd totally rc^ 
gardlcfs of all things but the recovery of Virginia^ 
^ At Madrid, while he was feeking the forgcon and Antonio, ac- 
cident threw him in tlie way ot Count Potenza, who, in an hurried 
manner, related the arrival of Don Padilla, and the mear.s he had 
employed to trace the deligiis of himfelf and Antonio. He readily 
imputed the prefcnce of Padilla to the abfence of his daughter, with 
the old ftewaixl : but, however much he hiUifelf was furpril'cd, he 
had not had a moment's Icifure to inquire into the rcafons that could 
have conduced to that flight. : 
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CHAPTER Vi; 



:.••:•••• 'Tivas but a dreantj 

But tbcnfo terrible^ it shakes my foul t 

Cold drops offnveat hang on my trembling fiesh ; 

My blood groivs chilly, and I freeze with horror : 

Ob^ tyrant confciencet ho'V^dofl thou affliSl me f ' • 

IVhen I look back^ ^tis teyrible retreating i 

I cannot bear the thought^ nor dare repent : 

I am but man, and Fate do thou difpofe we. 

WHKN the Marquis and tl c llifgcon arrived, they found Vif- 
p,*Hiia rcfigned to the event, whatever that might be ; a tone of mind 
jidvap.figcou?. to a dangerous operation, and trom which the furgeon 
a\:gured tlie bcl\ efftdls. The wound, on probing, was found digfit 
im Cv)\iipariron with the fears of th^ Marquis, ar.d he attended her 
bcdfide with the afliduity of a man whofe cxiftcncc depended on the 
event. His attentions co«ld not but be grateful to the fufiering 
Diai 1, and ihc was in her mind almofl ready to thahk th^Mpidcnt 
which called forth fo niuch tcndernefs and unequivocal regai^ 

So fw'cet a train of thoagl.t ftolc over her mind, tk^t liei* {piiits 
'. ere tranquil i zed into a gentle (lumber, and (he appeared ficc ftoni* 
icvcr. The Marquis hailed the happy omen witli dcli£iht, aBd tak- 
ing Gonzalez into another apartment, he inquired the mbtivt&'thaC 
}\ad induced their fliglit^from the Ca(Ue of Mon til lo. 

** The rcafons," anfwercd the old man, " are moft (Irange 
?ind moft fingular; they almoft bewilder jny poor ofd be^d, an4 
turn me giddy with the rccoile^lion. You doubtlefs remember, Se» 
nor, all the fearful omens relating to the caAle. Ah J Many a 
foul deed his blackened its black walls. All thofe noifcs and wari?- 
jngs are not for nothing, 1 have often thought old Paditta carried 
his charadter written upon bis brows." 

" Wcjl, my dear Gonzalez," faid the Marquis, ** tell meinm^ 
thod what you have to fay,. I fear Virginia maj awake." 

" I have a very long talc to tell,'» replied he, " and 1 fear my 
way may fcem tedious. You, had better hrft, if you pleafe, order a 
iog of wood on the fire, I always ttiint a cheerful bla7.c gives i»c 
courage, and difpcl 3 gloomy apprehenfiom" ^ 

The Marquis complied, ana the old ma» began. 

'* your Jt^cdknza muft rcmeml>cr your vifu to the pi^liirc^ooju. 



I Doii Padilla returned fo imcxpciStediy. You niuft, air^, rc- 
ber the inta-ruption we met. with vvhcii I was relating to you 
\ory of his Excellenza's two wives. Well, whoever or w hat- 
it was that overheard us, it was not long before it reached Don 
lla. I must own i thbugiit my life not very ffeciire under his 
i he never fpokc to me about any bufmcfs ; and if I happened 
ic^t him, he fcowled at mc as thougii he would have funk nic 
L a frown* 1 was ignorant, Senor, till alter the cfcap^ of your 
int Raolo, that he had mSde an attempt to fpcak to the ladies : 
Padillsi imputed to mc the defign, which was IflifcQvered by his 
ngthe letter on the toilet of Lady Ahiiira ; for, ever lince the ar- 
of that stranger, whom nobody. knew* and who forbid hismnr- 
5 at the very altar, he had been more than curious in vifiting the 
s* apartments, astliough he ftilpcdcd them of a defign to Ic" 
him,'» - . 

Dqyoiv know nothing who that Hranger was?**- faid the Mir- 
. "*D id you fee hi in, orkcar hisbufmefsr* 

I faw hiro, arid I partly heard hiin> but notclefiiiy from the 
njion. I muft go back in ray talc to tell you^ that Don Padilla 
: his journey to Grenada this year earlier than ufaal. When hi 
been gone about a week I received a letter, ordering n^e to f c 
aeft rooms put in order, end the litile cliajTcl arranged, ior ih'<t 
/as going to bring down a rady, who, from motives of delicacy, 
led the ceremony to be privSatc. Indeed, poor foul, flie rather 
jed it (hoMd not be at all ; but the Count D'Oforio, her father, 
gained by the riches of Padilla, and flje was obliged to obey. 
Well, a long train of fcrvants attended the Count and his 

jhtcr, and our castle was full of gilests. I did not wonder in 
own mind at the determination of Don Padilla, becaUfe 1 knew 
greateft dcftre was for.an heir, and I. knew alio that he was not 
le reftraincd when his paflions were on fire The morning of the 
mony came. Lady Altamira appeared an^idll her maids^ drcllcd 

II t» c elegance of fancy ; jewels fparkled in her hair : hei- figuic 
really fine, and her flowing robe increased the majcOy of her 
icns. ^ ■ ~^ ' 

• Virginia was drcfled in the Caftilian hpbit ef a light nzurc 
intcd with fijver, and hei filter Ajmira in a light pink. Thcv 
ced more pleafcd than the bride, as they walked up the n'ilc; and 
:n the rays of the painted window fell" upon the face of.Vir^nnin, 
lought 1 never beheld her more lovely . She icniitxled n? c of i he 
iirc pf lier mother that evening, when, if you rcnicmbcr> the 
ing fun filed its beams on her countenance." 
The Marquis fightd deeply, and Gonzalez continued bis urfcjip- 
I of thedrelTcs and order of prdceiHon unatttndcd to, till the Mnr- 
s was rouzed by tbe words which followed. •* The cob^j^jii/ 
alTeady.takcn their places, before thcialWrj ud thei^ricti f,^d 

^2, 
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bcgtiti tiic ceremony, when we all mrn^roahd oir a dfddtinj tloife 
at the door like the itniggles of a perfon for entrance. 

^ I fixed my eyes ti|>on Don Padilla, whole countenance chajjged 
as If his niind already foreboded whslt would enfue. The peiefV stoiod 
wiclunit fpeakiag) and the whole cmnpany turned a^oitsd to the 
door, where a (Granger ibrcinghis way through tile iervatxtii ad* 
Vanccd flowly up the chapcU 

^' He Wore a malk upon bis face; he was dreHcd in the Moorifh 
habit* In his left-hand he held a letter^ and hit riglu-hand was 
placed uponihcWt of his fvvoid* 

" I expected a repetition <a'f a fimiiar fccne to that I had withciBtd 
on the nuptials^f L»dy Zidana ; and* if I could penetratctliethdu^ 
of others, they were nqt much diflfcrcnt. The proud ftt^^gcrnwdc 
no obcif^nceto the company > biit advancing before the <altarr pit* ^ 
fented Dan Padill.i the letter he held in his left haftd. 

" Wiien Dosi Padilla&ed his eye? upon the writing, his co«|i'^ 

tena nee became of * livid hucf and his teeth chattered witHpertar- 

bation. He was fame timet before he ooold coUci^ a reply, *^^ It'* 

faid he, *^ the earth can yield Op its iohabkaiitB> and itlie fea give 

V back its dead, then may this be.*^ • : ^ 

*' The (lianger flowly raifed his^mafc. Don Padilla gated i^oa 
him with a fearful frown, and clapping his hand upon his Avocd,. 
flood in a poflufe of defence.. The uranger fmiled contcmptuoufly,. 
^iid clollngdewn his ma&; folenmly walkedout of the chapel-, andi 
xnounting a cotirfer which ftood in the court-yard, rod&^way, be- 
fore Padilla had prcfence of mind ta command his fervants to flop 
him. ... 

" When Padilla recovered himfclf, be woulf have had the cere* 
mony proceed ; but the Count replied : ** You will pardon mc there. 
After an interruption myOerioiis aa this,.lmuft liave fiu'thcr ex- 
planation before I give the hand of my daughter^" 

** What do you defirefMaid Padilla. 

" That IctteV replied the Count. . ' - 

" That letter is to me," anfwered Padilla, reddening, widi anger*. ' 

*' And my daughter is to me j" returned the Coimt. 

** And. (hall never be to me^*' cried Padilla, tluning^awayin 
wrath. '* By the depths of hell 1 vonld iboner marry the ifadetons. 
«f my firfl wives than the daughter of fuch a man." 

" Tills is a lolemn place to mak©' fuch an appeal,*' replied 4c 
Count, coolly, and, pointing to the altar, ** there are witneffesy 
perhap^:, Uidccji,. Who have heard it/* 

" Padilla looked round him with a Hare of horror. /Tlie Cooot 

• took the hand of his daughter, who ftood pale -and fpeechlels, and 

Jed her away with an air of defiance that deprived Padilla of aa 

r.niwcr. . . 

. '\ Fron; tliat hour Doi\ PadiBa did riot qirit tiic csstk. He apr 



d^red j^ljisof ^U j»-(H£rKl tim^ and|urplclou3 ti lus own ^hoiUgJ^t ^ 
lobfcrvcd th*t, whai in company with his^dattgliters, lie gaze^frc- 

'mit3}ti]r upon Virginia with an cagcrncfs I bad no guide jto explain, 
T^m^be was particulaf ly rcfcrvcd'? feut when be difcpverod ^lie 

c fchetn«$ of Raoix), by unfoctunaJfctly to^mg th« latpr, hi$ fury 
broku fortli upon «ifl in violence. 

^' I was filling in my iittlc room— ynu know the little gety* 
chiiabcr where 1 uTcd to live* SenQr, I Wfis fitting thfrc, and mu* 

. fing^Ycr old &(mc$$ 2^ wondering in my mind who the Granger 
could have been, wncii Don Padiila entered in % trerhcndov^ furjr^ 

'the letter of B^oloi uniplcd in one J^d, and hi$ fword dramn m 
■^e other. *' Vdlaii?,'! cried he, ftaroping on the $rpiind fo loud, 
tfa* tiw noifeiTic made cclToedalong tlie hollow hailding ; *' Villain, 
traitor, do I feed you, and liiaintain you here, that you may stingy 

, me todcaih? Isityou^ olddotaJTj, who are become the pander ot 

vproffi©tf rakes. ButtlwulhaUdic ; (bort is thjy^tlme talivc*' 

^* With that be^j^cd me by the hair ef my head, anddafiied tne 

en the ground. I implored his cwnpalsion t>ii vn^j years a»d fcr*^- 

viccS)^ and pleaded my innocence aod i^ioiance oi what he alluded to* 

" Thouiicft, traitor," cried he in afrcnzy of pa£»ion.i * I will 

. thmllxhis IcJJter down thy falfethroaJ: mtK aiyXwoid, linlefe thou 

.vdccIaccft^hcwhoH of this plot." . • [. 

" IIwe%r by Heaven, " cried I, '* that I aw wholly ignorant^ 
I know not eveii what plo.t yo^i are hinting at- Is tjiat the letter 

- you rcceiycd, my brdi frora the stranger before the altar?" 

. " This questionwas ill-timed- His cycf (hot fire* A fudJda 
refohition fcenacd to pals his mind, and be replied with a forced 
caknnels— "-Gonzaiea;, Uiou v^ilt have Icifurc to repent provoking, 
my feelings thus." 

. " He turned away, and left me to mufc upon his behayiour,. 
which appeared compounded of contradi^ior. If 1 could but gain 
a fight ot -that letter^ thought I, my dout>ts would 6c removed*. 
This thought became ftrongcr as I indulged in it; and, when I 

.. ieamcd, the next day, that he was going tp carry 4iis daughter,- Al- 
rnira, ton convent in Madrid, 1 rdblvcd, in his abieiice. to gratify 

• tny curiofity, IconftTsj that, V f'^ do»"g» I trcipaffed upon my 
tiuty, but curiofity was too powciful when lb ftimvUated, ai;d I 
cpuld not, in my own mindj believe that Don Padillahad no other 

' motive for confining Almira than difcovferiiig h?r in the garden. 

, with your fcrvant. 

** How to acct mplifh the dcfignl had formed wag the nqct ob* 
ysSi^ and an object tint puzzled me ; for it was not to be fuppofcd 

_ aJctter offuch con feqiiencc. would be carcUfsIy laid ; and indeed it 
was most likely he would carry it about hisptrjpn, in which cafc my 
rd'carches would be ufel els. Thip, after much fcarch, I concluded 
ito be tlie fa^, as 1 could find no traces of it iji ai y of the open cabt- . 
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nets, aqd mx honor did tiot pcrtalt mc to Wiguilty of bi-cal^giOpen ' 
a 7ock. Thus I was obliged to lufpcnd my curiofity till Padil^j: 
(hould rcturiif aiwl I endeavored to amufe the iijclanchply Yir^iaia 
indulged in thcabfencc of Jier fiatcr. She frequently paid Vifits to 
the little temple in the garden, and flie fcemcd every time fo fadf 
that 1 pitied her from jny heart, but had no rdief to^ivc. 
"'* After an abfencc of about a wctk, Don PadiHa returned. His i 
countenance was difguifcd in forced fmiles, and be fought to beaver r 
in the company of Virginia.^ So much and fo ftiddcii complacency ' 
raifccj in my mind fulpicions of I kttew iiot what, Which his' ' 
vague difcourfes on confanguhiity did not tend to remove. ' 1 kntw 
hira to be a man capable of the mofl infamous proceedings, and I 
knew not how fef his di (appointments with fcveiat ladies, and hly - 
deiij'e of an heir, migjit carry hini."^ ' 

• '.* Sutely,'* cried the Marquis, " you are prompting your fency^ 
Gonzalez, toljlackena man alr^y lUfficientlydctclUble." 

Gonzilcz (hook his head, and continued. J ** You know not this 
man, Senor. Report Ijasfaid things of his youth, which it is not 
for me to repeat. Be that as it will, I refolvcd to watch his ftcps^ 
and, m the moll delicate nunncrt to caution my young lady. against 
thofe little familiarities he, as her fatl)er,.had fome claim to exadl:* 

*' One night, as I lay bctti^een fleeping and waking, 1 f^ncit^ | 
heard a pcrfon walking abng the pafiagQ, and, it being beyond the . 
hour whei all the cast^e fliould have been still, 1 called aloud to 
to know wh« was there ; but no one returneian aiiilvcr) and I arofo 
to fatisfy myfelf who ths^ midnight rambler might be. / 

*'l threw on my great watching cloak, and taking a light, went 
XftutiouHy along the pafiage, and foon perceived a perfon walking 
before me in the dark. I calW agaioi and, as bsfor«, received mr 
anfvyer. This evident defire of fhunning me raifcd my courage to 
purllie.. The perfon was without any eloathing but a loofe night- 
gown, and as I di-ew near 1 perceived that he made motions iiiihc 
air with his arms, muttering wcrds which J. did not diftin<SlIy bear. 

*' 1 approached, and perceived, to my no little terfor, that it Was 
Don Padilla himfelf, but he took no notice of me, appearing like a 
man delirious. He drew near the Aairs leading to the eastern wing 
of the castle, and taking a key from his bofora opened the doOr, 
turning roundj. as if to look along the avenue that none itxight fol- 
low, it was then for the'first time I faw his countenance ; it was 
paje and wan. His eyes, were open, but fixed, and i was astoniQici 
hcdid not remark me though I carried a liijht, and he proceeded in. 
the dark. 

•Vl Ihoiild have returned in aflfrrght, but I remarked that he bad 
nt) weapons, and my curiofKy Wcts raifed to the cxtrenxc by the 
stiangencfs of the incident. As I became certain that he was ddi- ' 
iridus,, ojp thathe walked in his flcep, I follewed lum with a. rtC;^iv> ^ 



.9t wfatdi I hsive fince fkiddcrcdi. tiU he entered tte lar^goji 

He. advanced towards the long table vyiith the fame fsicijlty lat 
irk as though the hall had bcca lighted, andr fetmg hin^felf it^ 
\r^ he prbnounocd fevcral fentcnces I didiipt understand* and 
1 1 endeavored to heiar by drawing nearer along the hangings, 
lartcd fuddcnly up, as he Iiad done on tlic night of hi? fccondi 
»ge, when the f^(£tre entered* 

Art thon there?" cried he> earnestly gating witli a glafiy eye* 
hat wouid'st thpq have, thou unreal image of the d^ ? J3o*§t 
afk her? Seek her in the ocean^ Yet they &y fee lives. Thou 
not live. —No^ no, thou art dead; ana yet my coWardfooI, 
d fear thce.-^Ha! wounds— one, two, three— bleeding too*— » 
'tis over, the deed is done, and Pot a wretch indeed.— Wliy 
St thou — ^Yes, I know, to torment mc. But 1 am aman.-^ 
What is that, a dagger? Mine too ;/ yet did not I do it. No^ 
canst not fay that, ojcep, fleep perturbed fpirit, flccp thee in 
:. I will meet thee at anotlicr time- Now wj foul is weary of 
tiing.'' • 

Z>vn Padilla moved fome paces backwards viftth one hand e»» 
d forward, as if to defend hiinfelf, his countenance strangely 
ted, and his eyes staring wildly. ** Fellow mc notT* cried he > 
i! Blood I Blood! .Thy stains will not: wear out,— What 
d'st thou?— Djst thou afk to know if yet fhe Jives? — Better ; 
etter hadst tliou lived to know it. But when a deed is done, 
would folly repent, and coward fouls fink fron> the aftton. 
i have known crinics of older date, crimes of as dc^pa die.— 
paufcd, and fokilng his arms, bent his cye« upon the ground, 
[peaking in his fleep).— Yes, 1 have known fuch things a« nji^l^ 
« affright the numbering dead* W«re all tlic itijurcd to rife-— 
the black grave to vomit up all its grifly ikelctons, tlien would 
arth witnefs fuch a fcene as the fun would blufh at. Do ali 
fiujdered rile again ? No — Then would legioned fpedlrcs tra* 
o'er the bleeding fields. Yet 'tis more strange-^yet it is true ; 
aching eyes have feen him. — (Don Padilla gazed round the 
^-^He is not lierc ; meihought I faw him but a fhcrt while' fince, 
liow he is gone ; perhaps to revel with tlie dead ; or, (hivering|. 
) with coki, unflefhy phantohis, to the grave." 
Thcfc wi Id and difordtred fpceches told mc too well tliat the guilty 
I of Padiita did not enjoy tranquility. I ki^ow not how to e?c» 
I the wt>rds, She lives i unlefs they had refcrenceto the letter he 
•eccivcd froip the stranger, and I more than ever dcfired to ex-» 

5C f t. ' 

0on Pftdilla feemed more quiet after this fpeech. He walked 
ly back, as he had entered, audi liad fome difficulty topafs 
out touching bmi at the outer doorj which he locked with Uie 
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ftttic regularity as if he had been perfcftly awakc. 1 followd him 
to the door, of his own chamber, where a lamp was conftantly burn. 
ing. He entered, and icatcd himfelf upon a fppha. I looked into 
the room with caution, fearing that having had his ramble, he miglit 
wake, ai»d punifli mc for my curiofity. On a writing-deik lay a 
letter half folded* My eager eye immediately caught the bye6t, 
and my fancy perfuadcd roc it was the letter 1 fo much deGredto {«• 

*• I trembled with fear and impatience, and, advancing oniiptofj 
I grafped the prize, I held it to the lamp, and read thelc words?— 
Lady Zidana, your injured ivtfsyyet lives, — My eye had not 
glanced beyond the first line, before Don Padilla awaking fuddcnly, 
ftarted up at feeing mc before him, and grafpjng me by the throat, 
cried ou": 

<' Hal Villain! I have detcacd you, then, at last. Is it tfens 

you creep to my chamber in the hour of midnght ? What was thy 

. purpofe, wretch? Didst thou come to wurdcr me? — ^Whatl darcst 

thoupcrufemy papers too f Thy curiofity fhnll be rewarded; bjt 

thou [halt keep the fecrct thou hast thus gained." 

" I attempted, in vain, to offer an cxcufe ; indeed, I was fo fclf- 
convidled that 1 iiad no excufe to bring. - My words expii-cd in bro- 
.ken fentences, and I could fay nothing clear but that I had no^vil 
intention. v 

" I'hou art a bad fophist," fa id he, contemptuoufly. ^' I know 
thy crimes; but this is proof. Thou canst irot make rae ilircredit 
my Icnfes. It is now midnip.ht-^l awake, and find thee reading 
my letters, traitovoufly breakmg that faoed duty a fervant owes bis 
lord." He fcized' his fwofd, and 1 expeftcd Instant death ; but- vet 
I had fome little hope from the coolncfs of his manner. He toefc 
down the lamp. ** Follow rne, my trufty Gonzalez," faid he, " ihy 
fcrvices have been long and great.*^ "^ . 

."Therefore, my lord,^* laid I, *^ this error (hou Id claim foroc 
pity : for, on my knees, IproteQ, and 1 take Heaven to witftcfs, ix 
was almolt lii voluntary," _. 

** Rife, dotard, cried he, in a fierce voice, " you plead too late. 
Follow me, and be fi lent." .'* - 

*' 1 did not dare difobey, though I expe(Sledthat I was walking to 
my own execution, and would have lingered intliepaUagc,buthisga- 
thcring frowns obliged uh: to niovc on. In this melancholy lituaiion 
he conduced me into the eaftern wing of the building by a door on 
tiie ground floor, and pa fled through fcvcral dark and drcaiy paf* 
fagcs, which llruck my icJul with new apprehenfiws, perliap as fear 
ful as the reality 1 expected. v 

. " He paufed at the end of a long paflagc, and opened a large ireii' 
dooj*, which, being painted the colour of the wall, 1 bad never feca 
before. It opened on a dark and frightful defcent, which I lad no 
doubt led into the dungeons under thccasUc) where, in former timei 
prifoaers Imd been conEncd* 
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^' Wc (hallnot havcjnany v^itncflcs lierc** laid he, pointing ddwii 
tlic stairs t ** do mc the favor to advance,*' • » 

" I stood still, anda rufh of wind lighcd along tlie paflagCj grat- 
ing, the iron door on its rusty hinges. He advanced before, and 
commanding me to follow, began to d^fcend. —■ 

: "Thestcpswercllippery with mildew, and 1 had fomc difficulty 
to prevent liiy tottering feet betraying me, and plunging me at once 
X knew not where. The chill damps struck upon m«j and the stag- 
nate vapours dripped from the archway. About fifty pacesof a 
vinduig flair broughp. us to the bottom. The deep darknefs of the 
place prevented my feeing many yards before me, and the noifome 
ak at iirll almoft depriv«l me. of breath. He twrucd a little to tlia 
right, and forcing back a ruRy bolt, opened the door of a cell^ lb 
Vrctched and lb dark,, that my foul fccmcd to dic^ within me. 

** Look in, Gonzalez," fa id he in a taunting tone : *' tell mc 
liow you like this apartment. I have long thought dfrexyarding 
you, arid I do not lee how I can do it better tbaii by making yoa 
niaflcr for life of.a cliamber in my caftlc." 

'^ Surely,*' faid I, (litinking back with hoiror, *' you cannot have 
an idea of condemning me to pcrifli in this loathfome du»igeon, in- 
tiabi ted by the fouleft vermin. 1 afk it as a mercy , that .you would 
rather plunge the fword you carry into my heajt/' 
' •' I am not a. man of violence,** returned he, earncftly looking 
at me, '* elfe might I take your advice. I will leave you licrc to 
roeditate on the things your prying curioCty has dlfcovcred. - 

'* My lord,"^ replied 1, " 1 acknowledge my guilt and iny folly ; 
but here, in this dread manfion of raifeiy, I folcnmly fwear it was 
unintended. 1 call upon the wandering fpirit of the unfortunate 
Count Fercndez, which is now perhai>s roaming through thefe dun- 
geons, to witnels the truth of what I lay."' I law by hiscoun- 
tcutnce that I had touchcci upon the right string : I faw that his 
mind was affe<flcd with fupcrnatural. dreads and that however he 
might attempt to coticeal it, the appearance of the fpedlre had left 
upon Jiim an imprcfsion never to be effaced. 

>' He stared around him ready to starir at his own Ihade; he 
fcenied unealy in his fituation ; audi though he commanded mc to 
enter the dungeon, it was in a voice temj^red by fear* — I approach- 
el -the door, .starting back with a violence not altogether feigned ; 
for 1 was Ihockcd at the unfpcakable loathjbmcnefs of the place, 

*• Heaven protect mc I What do I J'ee V^ exclaimed I, crolsing 
reyfclf with fervor. " Art thou, indeed, himfcli?— -1'ell mc, ttll 
mc, Don Padilla, if my master be really dead, Or orffy confined in 
that dungeon?'* 

" Your mastcri" repeated he, in an under voice, and with a look 
©f the greatest hoiror-; ♦^VWhcrci What!.'' . 



<*• There, tJid^,** end I, t>otntiitg wltli my hand, ** i)b you 
npt fee how he bleeds J" 

** Doji Padilja w&s too miKh off Ws guard to difcovermy dctejv- 
%lon; his own words, A\*hich I had I4cai9 not ah lioiir befdrcj ferved 
roe to urge his terrors ; and a loud rufS of wind happenmg to wa^ 
the door of the iingcon^ which echpcd the h«>fl*«' creak of the 
iHngea, he forgot ail difcrction^ and turning Ibddicniy rounds te.; 
Iiurriied up the staija without once looking to-fccif X fdilowedhhn. 

** I turned the key of the door hastily when wc pj^ntd ihe'top, 
»nd concealing it in my cloak, ran «ftci- Padilla, who hadfergot. 
erery (Jaiition in his hdste to gain a distance from that object, wiiidi, 
:whetber real or imaginary, is ever prcfent to his fancy, and 1 have 
tJib^cubt embitters every moment ot his lifr. 

^* I rcttted to my chambe, rcfoltcd as Toon as the rtjomingdawn. 
ed to quit the casdc, and feek feme place of fiifety. Don Padilia, 
perhaps, fu^e&cd my dcfign# He fcnt tbi; me T^hten 1 waiftiakiiig 
feme Httic arrangements. 

« Come hither, Gonzalez,** fald he,' iii a voict'wbcre pride st^ug- 
glei w'^Cfa therem^iwof fear; ** you kno\» how neceffe^y itis^tbat 
the privacy of a Tupcrior, or indeed of any individual, fhould be 
lacrea ; you will not wonder then that I w^5 tranfported almost bc- 
Yond tjtjc bounds oF fcafon at fo flagrant a breach of honor in cnel 
nad lb intich dependiaicc upon, efpeciaUy when you remember tliat * 
yottt have nx>t guarded jrour lips On all occafions with that diferetioft 
1 had expedlcd, and agreeable to the oath I once fwore on a parti- 
tular event, I am willing, however, even now to forgive you, and 
to reinstate yoU, for the fake of your former mistrcls : but as you 
Value your own peace and mine, be more difcrect in fiittirc/* 

** 1 retired in my mind unrefolved ; all my former fears for the 
Mdy Virginia arofc afreflv and I fancied that none bot niyfelf 
Would have powei- to feve her in cafe danger. This _realbn (fecr- 
mined me to remain fom^i time longer in thfe castle, and 1 jnust con- 
f^'fs my tears creiy day became stronger. Virginia was without 
fufpicion, bccaufc Ihc was innocence itfelf ; but I by no means liked 
tbc eye of Padilla when in her prelimce, it fpokc to me plainly tbe 
villainy of his heart. - 

'* 1 pats over many unpleafing obfervations I made to an incident 
whicb confirmed all my fulpicions. 1 had been much fatigued dur- 
ing the day, overlooking feme stores of Italian prcferveSj and had 
fallen aflcep in the room where they were kept, and whidi *w 
fome distance from my own. 

"When I awoke, 1 was furprrfed to find it night, and the moort 
(hining clear through the windows. I staittdnp, and beiug w«H 
acquainted with tbe way, ventured along the galleries in the dark. 
I had to pafs the rooms belonging to the ladies, and, as I advanced 
through the galleries, I was startled ^Uh tbe appearance of a man 
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epming fi^om tfee ^th«r end ^ixh a lamp in his lianJ. 1 few at duoe 

i it Was Don Padilla, ind I fancied fee was taking another nofi^jpai 

' ikmlAtm htJ'flfccpii I dtoed stilly watching his advance, but FfSofr- 
fjeweiwd, fejr hife eaiitions mstion, €very moment pauSog torrsten> 

' that he was i^t now infcrifibJc to his a^ons, and thet'e ligns'of fear 
WKeno indications of good. He advanced about hatf-way along 

' liki'gaMevyj ttnd pkulcdatthc outer door of Virginia's apartments* 
He taid his hand upon the lock to open it, looking round hi», no 

-iloubc, with guilty ai>prchcnrion, ^ 

** Monster," thou^tl^ ** can no tic, however facred, restrain 
ifecc ?'* Iconfidereda moment how 1 Ihould a6l without bringttig 
upon myfelf destrtiAiont 1 knc\V well the cffc£ls of fear upon his 
coward ibtil^ and I groan^ aloud.— He instantly iQirunk back, and 
stood for k moment to listen. I repeatied the expedient in a dccjper 

. tenoi and, being certain he could not fee me, luttercdjin aicreaming 
voice, the word— 'J5c«a>fli re ! It hud a magical effeift • He w as too 

:intich ftruck with fear to inquire whence the words proceeded, hn- 
media tety returning to his chamber. 

It required in h>e the greatefl: delicacy to reimovc the ycif frOnV 
the ey^ of Virginia, it was a talk for which I was notfittedt 
land whicK I knew not how to tindertake* 1 wrote a note in a dif- 
guifcd baiid, v^Tarning her to beware of fome dreadful calamity from 
a quarter that fheleaft fufpc^led. In it 1 iirgcd her to fly from tlic 

! '<:afl^l«, antd join her fitter' at Madrid, and figncd the note with the 
oaitieof her mother. I took ati opportunity of placing it in a 
Wjr that it fl^ould appear as rayf^erious as pdfible^ and I had tht 
fatisfa^ion to perceive that fhe was coniiderably alarmed. 

**'On thcfccond day after this, fi>c took ix\ opportunity, when 
fhe%n^W her father was taking his ufiial rcpofc at iK)bn, to recjuefl: 
Tit^ attendance in her chaniber. She there queftiOncd me relating 
to lief niother ; ahd as my anfwei-s were couched in ambig^otJs teiiiis, 
mingled with profefs ions of ferviccatid fidelity, ihc with fomc hcTi- 
tation prddnccd the billet. 

/• ** -I |5»-et€nded to be confiderably furprifed, particularly as the 
hand much rcfembled that of her deccafcd mother j and counlclled 
her to -fly to her lifter by the firft opportunity. ** Old as 1 am, la- 
dy," I'iid'I, ** 1 will attend ybu : a ivarning fuch as this (hould be 

^fejgarded with reverence as from a fuptribr iinc)ligcnce,vand I am 

• grieved tt> fay 1 do not think it rmpofsibTe to furmife from whence 
the danger is to be appreh'tndrtl.'" 

• ^ ' ** Her curiefity now became strong, andai'ttfr' much entreaty t 
hinted to licr fomethrng of the character of Padilla, and opened her 
eyes to a thoufand circumstances, whicl. I my fcif had not cppor- 
'tuflity.to'fcc, and^ which fl^e had regarded as parental Sffci^ion. t 
rektffli lo l^er-tHc m'cidcnt I liad fo lattly wituefied : my words funk 
deep upon her mind, and tlK)Ugh ihc would not confeiit to fly, ihc* 

p 



iftt dreaded to stay) and entreated that I wouId> from time to thne^ 
giv» b^ mj counfd. 

.« ^ylriitu lome time longer paCTed away, andtlie mcredA^&milU 
Siritics't}f Padilla became too pointed to Jbc endured ; ib much fo in- 
^cedy^^t Virginia fhut hedelf up in her tnamder, under ^etence 
ofiUnefs* Don Padil la was not thus to be repulfed wb^ his pad 
fions were once fet afloati and I cxpefled every day that thritorm 
Vrould break out. 

*' I was awakened not many nights after by a loud- noilc in the ' 
gaUery. I heard the fcrcams of a woman, and starting hastily m 
jD^ed the (k)Or, and the lady Virginia^ hall dreffcd and .half dead 
with terror, flew into roy arms. " Save me, 'Gonzalez/* «oncdflK« 
;«' O my father!" 

^« Whcrcr. demanded I: -« Whatof him?'' 

*' Let rac never fee him more," cried (he, trembling* ** Take 
xnc away, any whfre,,' but let itm never fee him more.** 

*' I knew not .how to proceed, i hastened to drefs, entreating 
ihe would compbie ber4elj^- Thevoipe of Don EaditSa run along 
the poi&ge, but his:woi*ds were Xo mingled with 4>aths and threats 
that 1 could not tindcritand him* He entered my room in a -violent 
jury, which was evidently raifcd by liquor, and I did not think my- 
J^lf fafc in hisprefcucc. He was -^dFcd in a loofe gown whid), 
trailing on the around igapcded ^his steps, ^and gave me time to draw 
Virginia a way by anothcrdoor, -whidi J elofcd behind mc* 

•<*iJDon Padirta stormed like a man infanc, and, as we ran along 
the wity to the .back ^tairjcafe,. I heard the door burst open, «nd his 
stjcps Ixhind us« He vowed vengeance as he ran, and the stilinefs 
of night copveyed his cxecratioaa along tlic paflages, and urged our 
^igfat. Virginia was too much frightened to fpeak, and though I 
.carried a lamp ia niy hand, my furprife, and fear, and perplexity 
was fo great, that 1 mistook tlie right turning, taking the way to 
^hecastcrn fidcof thcbi4ilding. - 

• *« Virgpnia was fo faint, and my steps wcit fd feeble, that not* 
withstanoungthe intoxication of Don Padilla, he evidently gained 
ittpon^ us. The door on the ground flooK. of the eastern, wing h«d 
been left open fmce the night that X had been its unwilling vifitant; 
tind without, other conOddation than to gain the greatest po&ible 
distance, 1 hurried along the first pailage that preientedv It termi- 
nated at die iron door wiVich ied ii\to thofe loatlifome dungeons, and 
qn looking round I beheld Padiila,. with a taper in oi^haod^ and a 
fword in tbet3thcr,*«it lefs than fifty paces behind. 
« *' We have no choice, lady/* faid I ; " one of us must Ml Hwc 
remain here. Let us trust in Providence^ and^ife the btily means 
which we havclcfe." • ^ 

" I took the key, which I still retained, Padilla probabhr having 
QOt acquired liiffiaont courage to feck it: I opened tiie harttt-rround'* 



ing d(>or, and witH a gentle violence forced Vu-ginla, almost faint- 
,iBg, to dc(fccnd, pulling the door to behind us. 
- " Smcc the night I had first been in this dreary chain of faults^ 
I'had more than once retraced all that I had ever Heard conc^rtiing 
them, from wlKch I had gathered that one paflage led imo the great 
vault under the chapel, which was ufed as a family tomb, and the 
other to an i^felcfs aqucdudt, that had formerly fupptied the castle 
With water in time of ficgc. By either of thefc waya I fancied Vt- , 
would be pofeibic to cfcapc, if I coiild retaiafo much rcfolutioii 
andprefence of mind as to fupport the horrors that furrounded us. 

" When my dear young lady gained the bottom of the steps, ihe 
looked round her with a glance of inquiry tliat fhrunk back almoft 
Hi dcfpair. . *^ Alas I" cried Ihc, as fhc fcancd on my arm, *' Into 
what place haveyoa led-rac, Gonzalez? Where decs this conduct 
lisilioyou know the wayf* ' 

{ " .Thi s queHidn touched me nearly, but fummbnihg all my ccin*- 
agc, ** B(/ not ailHghtcd," I replied, ** this lamp wil 1 light us. T 
have been bcfoft down thefc fteps-; imagmation is more fetrful than 
reality." . . , ■ . ■ 

r *** i'htlamp flreamed feintl}^ through tile ftagnateand gloomy 
vapours. My Wood crept chilly- over me as 1 paffcd the dSngeon 
where Don Pa^ila had/defigncdto clitombme. 
. "How damp and clofe is this terrible plate,*' faid Virginia? 
^' Never did I fuppofe that beneath lo fplcndid'a buildingas this mag* 
nificent caftk, there were dimgcons fo wretched, that the heart dies 
at the fitppo^Gtion that thcycould ever have been iniiabited." 

'* Not willingly 1 balicvc," replied 1 ; ^* but who knows in ear- 
]y times* what untbrtiwmtc pvifoners here-fighed ©ut their exigence, 
or what interdi6kd d^iets coiKealcd themrdvcs fromthe vengeance o£ 
the victors." . 

•' The wind crept along the dropping and encrusted walls in a faint 
motion j undulating tlie flame of the lamp, and calling to our fancy 
pidlurcs offcar» Virginia frequently started as the naournlul founds 
palfcdby i and deed away in impenetrable gloom. •* It feems to the,^' 
uid fhe^ ^* as if each of thefe deep ccHs yet retained its prlfoneri 
Whofe repeated-fighs pa6 by me, and strike upon my heart.*' 
. " The paflfege now branched in oppolite direftions, and 1, pauftd 
in painful irrclolution. Vngim'a read my difquietudcy and trem- 
bled. " Do you not know the way?" faid Ihc. ** O, gtaetous 
Virgin, protct'tusl If wc ihould wander here, and never find an 

" There was an accent of defpair in this Icntence which incfrafcd 
iny ovn confufion. " Not fcr, my ckar lady,'* 1 replied ; ^^ at worft 
we can but return. Wc will commit ourfelves to the holy faints^ 
and I trud we fhall not repent the confidence." 

*i We fljuck down the avenue tlm av^0»x^ ^Jcft Vja^. ^'CKix^, \v 



was narro\y and low, and 1 feund dn tiuunination it was binlt of 
hewn ftonc. The Hrcam of air was purer, bretithil^ a £r«3incfs that 
aflurcfl mc oF an intcrcouric with open air, and I madcBD dioobtlMt 
we were now in the channc of the aquedu€^ My coiirage rcamted 
at this remark, and we followed its various wiiidings, which afw 
peared to us without end, for more than half a miley as I ju%8d 
trom the time. At length we found the way choaktd up with fonM 
iVagnients of the wail, which had fallen in> aiid \ve ftood ftili strode 
dumb with the difappointmcnt. 

" To retrace again the tedious and difmal way was what 1 ceujd 
tiot think uponl without difmay, and how to remove the barrier I 
ha^ no means* 

'^ Vifgiiiia was fo much overcome by this unfarcfccnf terminatjon 
of our rifing hopes, that"" flic became fick? ahd fat down apon the 
damp and broken ruins to recover theTaintnefs that opprcflcd lier. 
My mind was "torn with anxiety, and I repented, when too]ate, the 
blinB precipitation whi^ch had led mc to explore this unknown way* 

" While Ifnpportcd the almoft fainung maid,^ Icaft- my eyes 
round through the foggy vapours that fttrroiJiided us; I e^camincd 
tfee heap of rubbifli which choakcd up the way, and I ^neied it pof- 
fible to creep ovei*, immediately undei* the centre of the atch. Biit 
then it was impofsiblc Virjgima coiild advance 'firft; and whikl 
tried the way, fhc mud remain alone and in tbedarki when proba- 
bl}? her courage might for fake her, and ihe might expire- with fear. 

^* I explained the abfolute nccefsity that there was for our liazaal- 
ing fo much, and i endeavored to inipirehcr with rcfolution to re- 
main alone in the dafk, while I (hould endeavor to force ^n oixning* 
She was iitjarly finking at .my feet as I fpokc. ** I am a coward,*' 
faid fhe, her lips pale as her cliecks. .^M believe I'am^ying* Bury 
mc hcrei' Gonzalez, in this place that my father my never befaoW lue 
again.** 

*' My bef^, my dearefl My," faid I, ready to fink niyfelf with . 
apprebenfion at her changing countenance, *' you alarm yourfdf too 
much. ' Confiderthis place as a common vault, and half the terror 
ccalcs ; fancy it your own roob, and in the daik you cannot tell ^ 
difference; half our fears ai'e ideal, and our apprchcnlions ground^ 
his* I will leave y«u the lamp; 1 wi4l un&rtakc to fcefc an open, 
ing alone, and Itmft that Hcaveii will give (ucccfe t» my defign. 
If not, if I do not «fturu to you in an hour, take the J«mp, and' 
retvg^cc your way to the caftlc.'* 

"Never, feid flic, »' never, could 1 reach it» There is no wayy 
no retreat, and Iicre wc muft die." 

" 1 flatted up with the rcfolution of defpair. « I Willi at kafl,- 
make an attempt,** faid 1, " fortune may befriend 4i«/' ^ I dan*ercd 
over the loofe rwbbifli, and, creeping cautioufly forward for naif a- 
^^dr ^f ^i*acJuaJly fl0peda.way> m41&)i^«i^^l^^a.T^x^iw]yi 



rttots of trws cnmiftcd together, I put out my, hands to remove 
them, and a fmooth round fubftancc met my touch. 1 traced my 
fingers over it, and diCtinguiflied the eyes, the nofe, the mouth of an 
human flculL My arm was torpedoed as .with a numbninp; palfy^ 
and my foul, for a moment, was fhocked to it» decpeft feeling: I 
firaddered, fnatching away my hand as though a ferpent had bit it* 
For* fome moments 1 whs too agitated to fonnadcar judgment, 
when, fancying that my feiifes naight have been midaken, lagaiii 
'Ventured to reach out my hand, and iolIowi||gfroni the forehead 
with' a refolution which arofe from defperation^i I touched the bones 
of the chei>» one of which denied broken, and. J was then convinced 
I was not deceived. 

^ So Iwrrid an mtcrruption confounded all my fcnfes* ITaw the 
impoffibility of leading Virginia through this opening till the day*. 
light ibouid allow me to remove this fearful object, and alfo to cuti 
away feme of ifie« (hruba whicb completely overhung and filled Up^» 
. the entrance.^ 

*' I return^, and foond Virginia more dead than alive ; but my 
prefence railed her drooping {pfrits/ I preipared hcrfor the Oiockin^ 
fpt&icU we were to paH;, which Aie guefled might have been fome 
unfortunate' traveller ; but, from the fuuation, other fuggcftlons arofe 
in my mind.' 

; ** Our^amp expired before tlie dawn taf day fhcda faint light 
wer the fallen nibbi(h. The f refl* air foltly whifpercd through the 
interwoven fol iagc. 1 encoupaged Virginia to the undei taking, and 
yrith difficulty we paflcd over the barrier, and force^ a w^y through 
the entangled TOOts* • 

' " Thc'pwple'mornmg flrcamcdatadiflance, ard not a fleecy 
cloud dappled the azure vault of the heavens. The dews of the 
night hung upon cvcuy flower and every leaf, and a deep mift rolled 
amongft the underwood of the fQreft,obfcuHng the view, and envelop- 
ing diftance in (hade. Virginia acquired frcm fpiriu as fhe breathed 
the balmy breath of morn, and tripped lightly along the ^ths, 
where tbe^ort gra&fppcada)Carpet figured with a thoufand fpark- 
Ung.flowers* 

*' We reached the cottage of Perez^ before any one was abroad, 
and, knocking at the dodr^ the old man received us with furprife 
and apprehenfive curiofity. He placed before iis cakes and milk, of 
which we partook, while he made ready two mules. On thefe wc 
ekpaitcd, while the firfl rays of the fun gilded the turrets oi Moii- 
tillo at -a diilance, and raifcd a canopy of vapour over the top of the 
dark b»own forest. 

*• Virginia h?.d taken the drefs of one of Perez's daughters, and 
1 difgnifcdmyfelf as a pcafant, hoping, in the lownefs ©f our ap- 
pearance, to find that fcCuriiSty the ftron^eft arms could but partially. 
«ttodr Wc hired a guide at the firil pafs ; he was a racnyj cntcr- 
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taming itilew^ ^nd hlailorUsfer red tadfV«rt our att6n^Q]9.ft«»l^ 
dangers of the way. 

** Tijc common accidents of the road brnight us ut loi^h Iq? ^ 
banks of the Tagus j but, having avoided the great road^ we Ic&mt 
that we jTit wanted ibme leagues of Madrid. The lawefing ci<»id». 
kung black and broken over the face of the declimn^ &£», tbcir thitv 
idges were bordered, with porpIc> and the rt&ng winds Couiidtd tiir 
fignal of approaching rain. 

" On the bank&ot the river I perceived, at a diflaacc, tb« rpctx^ 
a rldng palace, and I made nodoubt we might thereiind B^ltex froai 
the coming ftorm. We found the way muieh k>Dgerthan' wc had at 
fird expedted, and the rain overtook us at a confiderabk diAanee* 
We wei'e completely wet by tlw^ time we entered this hou£e, which 
we iearnt, with no little fetisfaAion, belonged to you, ScnoTj. 
tiiough at firft the delicacy of Virgima would teve-ihrunk badu 

" i remarked to her that ch&«c« or ProvidcRc© had, cyidcotl*^^ 
condiiacd us where we ought to have defigncd to go, a2id that now 
fhc ought cot tolcrupic, mm fellc delicacy, accepting yow roof as* 
her protetSlion. 

"Oar hum We appearance didnot prepoffefe your fervants in our 
ikvor ; but Eaolo, happening to enter the liali^ quidely distii^guifhed 
who we were, and, in the first inomcnts of his fatisfaiflJoo and iiur^ 
jy to have us conducted, where we could change our dropping gar- 
ments, he forgot to inform yoa of our arrival. It was iny:&*ly 
planned for you a little furpriicy^rom which Lhoped store pleaiiog- 
clieds: but) alas ! who,^^ in thts>\^orld| ^^r tasted pl«s^« wtthcHiC 
a mixture of pain?** ; 

** I thank you, my frieiid,'* faid the Marquis: " it Wi|8 jny o«f' 
jrafhnefs and blindnds that has oocafiotted this mdaiichaly iaatastrO- 
|>he, I am aftoni fhed at the holdnefs of your efeape i but i remariced^ 
that yott pafTcd over in fitencc tbeultimate rcafbn of Virginia^ Ai^»> 
My ibul is o» the rack,, Gonzakz. Has that monftep, Qlonri'* 
riiJla-." 

"Your apprehttnfions hurry you too far^" replied Gonsalez* " X 
aiB certain my young lady would never have, lived had they bceft 
yealifcd : but thanks be to Hcaycn,. the Virtuous Jfeldom fai^if tliey. " 
determine to conquer* , Virginia Iiad been alarmed by my fuggefi^ 
tions, and thp billet fhe had received made upon her the fb'<»iger4m^ 
prefsion as fhe was I ittlc acquaiincd with the world. . v 

' ■ On tlie night of hcTs^fl^gbt Ihe had retired to rcflj. from whidr 
flic was foddcnly awakchd by. a^ noife which DoaPicdiHa made. in; 
approadiing her chamber s for having bc^ free with the bottle ta 
help his refolution, he had the left caution in his anions* 

♦* The fighr of her father at that hoUr, and in that f^lacc, recalled 
Ml that flic had r€fle<a:cd-upcn,..and fhe staitfed tip immediately, call* 
i»g for help, Dott Padilla, half ccji&uiKkiatfHch.ai-»ccpu 
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grft^ief) her by tht ftm>« eomimitdfng her to ^kate4 It was fieii- 
he explained to hcv his hornblc intentions^ raingkd with oaths ond 
threats r and as he found that fhe stiii struggled to fl^, Galling aloud 
for hdtj>t he hacfthtfjjrutality to grafpherbytlw throat, wkb intcRtion 
to murder her. It was almost by a miracle that (he difcDgag^ hta 
liaodf and). fRatehios u|i ti l^g bed^OWQ, dart^ through £e pal« 
ia§es fcreamiug for a&atauce, M&eh it ivas, forttiraitely, m wy powtr < 
to afford.*' 

Tht Marquis of Dcnia repeated his vows of revenge, and tht 
fiarraiin of the old man having broken far upon the ni^ht, be roi 
. ttfed to rcstt aflcf ioquiriag the. bcaltb irf. tlic woundclls makL 



CHAPTER VII. 



2% Power/ / cuttffh^s dan^erova^ thHad' of lifij-. 
Lejh his^ black sms rife Mgk4rm§c^QWti. 
Than bM' bits pains to punub» 

T'H£ day aro&y the nooB {)aJlei^'iiwa7> Htul'tbt evening canie 
' OQ which Aimira wa»to meet the Marmutsde Jos Vdor in the gaV^ 
den of th& invent* Her frkad V^9\t^V9ita\^yz^h\\ her poM'enp - 
ofperfuaiion, andfufieredaot bcrniindtoreU-<a61fiwmthc4inwiUiHg 
cngagamcaat; 

The heavenly vifibn of-thc beatified Saphira was ever preftnt^ and : 
if (be ch)fi^ her eyet i«i re&€tiop, thefpirit feemed beckoning her 
away* She beheld with regret the ihades^of uigUt fall upon the dap^- 
foliage of the-^ardc^y'as fhe muizng fat upon a TatticcdbalcoDy wbicji- 
overlooked the grounds. . 

•^ ^hap?," faidJhe, with a figb, « this is tiic IdXk time my ryes 
ihail be open upon the deeliiving orb of day, for to-iX)onx}w. tliejfv 
0)ay bedo(U for ever to thcb«am&c^ that bright planet ; then (halit. 
1 bcmlenfiblc of the luQrc of<^^natttrc, and the gratefiil brcexes will re* 
frcfh me no more**' 

" Why," faid . Val«d«a» tenderly- taking her hand, " why do 
you indulge fuch faduels) my love? You Hgh as if 7 our heart wers^: 
h'caking." 

" I.a;>i, indeed, very-fad/* replied Almira : " giievous thoughts- 
intrude upon me, and I^lmoft wifb myfclf in Heaven •" * 

** That,*' rcpliid Valcdia, ** is a pious wi(h :; but mauy years may ' 
ir be, my dear, before jt is acoomplifiied*" 

^ Fi'obablyr ^ Aimii-a with a foieM cmphafis; ^^ pit>bfkblXr 

/ . N.' ■ 
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not many hours hcn«J Something tcU« me as mudi': and OiouH' 
ie fo happen, Valcdia, you will remember my^ words.— -'IVre is 
the vefper bell— Now, my dear fifter Virginia will play over the 
evening hymn upon her lute, I will go to the chapel, and accom- 
panv her in duty/' 

Vatcdia was ftruck with the fingular melancholy which entoBcd 1 
the vofce, and thfew languor over, the motions of her friend ; and 
fhe could not but attend her with a mixture ot* fadncfW Almira 
«<^gigcd in the fervice with avidity; fhcfccmcd to detach her whole 
exigence from earthy and firain after i hings beyond knowledge* She 
remained in the church fomc time after the conchifion of the fervictf 
till every furrounding image was caft into obfcurity, and no light 
remained but the lamps which perpetually burnt before the altar, 

•' Remember, my friend,*' 6id Almira, ** what 2 (hall now en- 
truft to you before the feet of this holy place : and as I'know not 
what {hall be the event'of this -night, you will cither keep filchcc, 
or fpcak as that (hall hereafter appear. The fpirit of mylate young 
friend, whofe body remains beneath this chapel, has warned me that 
this night Is l^all ^0 bence^ but whether from this convent, or 
this World, time muft determine* You will witnels fw me that my 
intentions were not,ilL" 

Valcdia, who, for the fifft time, had liftcned to ib fingular an 
vent, was poweifullyimpreCRid with the fame fears, and began to 
rpgret the part (he hcrfelf had taken, and to wffti, fhe kacw not why^ 
tlwt the morning was returned. She entreated Almira to be more 
ctrcumftantial in her relation, and, when fhe had fifttncd to the par- 
ticulars) entreated tbat (he would by no means think of attending 
the engagefincnt, which fchncdfo combined wittfan unknown catat> 
trophe* 

" No,'* replied Almira, ^ I have given lay word. ^ He will be 
In theft gardens, and his rafhncfs and difappointracnt may pnoducc 
fome ill confequenqcs to himfclf. Indeed, if the words of my dc* 
ceafcd friend have mcaning,~ I my fclf cannot avert their power." 

" 1 have been told in the wor Id>^ faid 'Valedia, " that we often 
give truth to prophecy^ by aftrng as if it were unavoidable : but J 
am unable to counfel; oiilythis I know/ t)iat if any dll enfijes> I 
jfliall never have any fatisfaftron again;'* 

** Now you are as fuperftitipus as ra\ftlf," faid Almira T#5tji a» 
faint fmile; ^ that which we do for the beft we fliould never rcgrtt. 
Clonie, let us go to my celly wc fhall be remarked.** 

One hour vafTcd over the other, the nuns retired to meditation or 
tp rcli, and filence had long reigned throughout this dreany abode, 
when the brlf of the chapel folcmnly and flowly ftruck twelve, cvcryi 
vibration founding along the building, >' Come, my friend," faid 
Almifa llanmg^up,-^* that which iiiuft bcdoncit ufo^ly to jjelayy* 
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we mud haOien^'Or the lifters^ who j^ttetid Kiidn^ht praytrs^ wlA 
dctcdus." - 

She took up the lamp w1iid> burnt before the crucifiix, and, tai- 
Ljg the arm jof Val^ia, they foftJy dclcended: the Hairs, flartmg at 
the fm^llcft found, like the frighted fawn, which flics from the laU- 
uig leaf a5 It wavers in the air. They pafTtd along the cloiflcrs 
with caution J every moment looking behind* and, with fome difli* 
ai? ty , drew the boljt of the door which opened mto the gr^den . 

A cool frtflincls breathed around thero^ and their lamp- fcarcc 
icrvcd to light thein thi ough the dark alleys of intertwined foliage. 
T'ticir (lq>s lightly touched the ground, and when they reached with- 
in twenty i>aces of the appointed place, tlxry concealed the lamfp 
»mongft fome myrtle buflies. In a few jninutcs they gained the 
boxtoni of the garden, whctc the wall chtw;c4.tfle private and naN 
Tovf flreets. 1 

They ftood ftill a moment in fiknec, Almira leaning upon her 
friend for fupport, when a gentle whifpcr warned them of the prt- 
Jencc of Antonio, wlio, the next minute, stood bcfwe them. 

" Lovely Almira,*' (aid he» in a tremulous voice, almoft out of 
breath with impatient fatisfa<Slion, ** this i& an happincfs my wilhcs 
fi^QVccly dared afpire at. Ever/ preparation is ready for your flight. 
You may^this moment quit a place, where it is impofeiblc you flioiild 
>ver be happy.'* 

At the firft paufe he made, Aln}ira replied- « Antonio, it is to 
mca feycrcgriefthat 1 cannot repay your friendftiip but by wliat 
may appear ingratitude. It is indeed inipofsiblc that 1 iliould ven- 
ture beyond thcfc walla. Heaven has willed*— '* 

*' Otalk not thusl'f interrupted Antonio. *^ It would drive mk. 
raving* Imuftnot, will not quit you, Almira. Now is the mo- 
ment to cfcapc : this loft, and we may never meet a^in." 

"Hear me," aicd AJroira; "you know not the rcafons I 
liave— " , ^ ' 

** Let me firft fpcak m'mc,*' faid the impatient Antomo. « Va- 
icdia, wlty do not you plead for me ?** 

'* She has," replied Almira. '* It is from her ctitrcatics that I 
have now come to tell your-" ' 

*' Say on, mf'angcl, and blcfs mfi with the founds,*' cried Anto- 
nio, paffioiuteiy taking her hand. 

*< Let me entreat you to be tranquil,'* returned Almira ; ** this 
p»(sion4oes not become'thc iolcmnity and danger of this place. I 
was going to iayjhat it is impofsible we (liould ever be happy if our 
connexion oceds the fubter&^es of ill icii proceeding; arid to fa j 
that 4T>y folemn ddiermination is never—" 

*< Hold ! Hold l^^ exdaimed Antonio, eagerly. ** Dlstradlion ! 
that a)l my liopes, which have run forwand to and hung upon tl\i£ 
s)cjB»su»-^5ut you must^ by hcftvcB», you ikuXi hxs^x '^\isl^V^^s»K 



178 . ^ 

to urge, before I receive fo iatala refolotion. 1 have this day feen 
the Marquis of Dcnia : your lister Virg'mia has taken fhdtcrfrom 
her father's iiuustice beneath hts roof. 7 An iihiefs, which 1 cannot 
at prcTent escpiauiy has reduced her nearly to death : what Would be 
fo delightful to her as to receive your attendance, and be cntcrtairied 
hy that voice (he always delighted to bear ?*' 

^^IswhatybutcllmcaWblutely true?*' TaidAlipira. **Butyoii 
feek to4eceiven}e,Matquis?'' ' 

'* By the Eternal Father of Mankind^ 1 fwear,*' cried Antonio, 
** that what I tell you is truth. The momeBts ans moft precious; 
even while we arc debating, wc may lolc an opp<)rtunity never to be 
regained." 

'• .But will Valedia accompany me to my fiftcr?'* faid Almira. 
*^ Methinks it is notprudent »obe known tofiy in company orilj^ 
with a man." 

" Prejudice," mmrmuied Antonio. «* it is not tteccflary, and 
might betray us. Here, wrap yourfclf in my cloal;, and take my 
hat and feathcr,^ while 1 take your long black veil. Thus, Wc fhall 
be certain to elude any furprilc: for if any hardy cavaFier flioiild 
take me for a nun, he will chance to be roughly handfcd.-* 

The ladies were plcafed with the metamorplipfcs, which fccmcd to 
inlure prote<flion. 

*> J would it were light," faid Valedia to Almira, "that I 
might fee the prettiest cavalier my eyes ever belicld : but give me a 
kifs, Scnor, and then away.*' 

The half hour chimed upon the convent clock, and Almira fdt a 
tremor creep over her limbs as fhe faJutedher friend.: ior then all^ 
iicr fears returned. The noilc of a pcrfon- nifhiiig through the' 
biifli^s, attraded their fearftil regards. A stranger darted forward, 
who, through the duH obfcurity. appeared ciaid tike Antpnio hiro- 
lelf, whole hat and feather were ufuaily fa 6a with an air that ren- 
. dered him remarkable, 

" Villa ill I" cried he, with a loud voice^ " now (halt thou feel tlic 
strength of myij^rtm" As he uttd'cd this thieaty he threw himfelf 
fonvard upon the diiguifcd Almira, and plunged a poniard into her 
boloin. The unhappy^ maid funk beiorc the blow j tlic purpk 
Hood ftrcamed Over her friend. ^ . 

^* Thy predicSlion is accompliftcd,*'' fighed flic, as fhe fejl bade* 
ward. " It was coW^" 

Her Words dropped in a murmur; and ValedJia,Jiicapal?lc •! 
^i^ortin^ her friend, funk beneath her to the grotind* ^^^^^^^^^^ 
forfome feconds was totally deprived«offcnlr; but ve»]fjcaiic<i rlfing 
fupcrior to every ether palsion, he drew his ^lilictto, daf ting lUlCf 
the flying murderer, who had uttered a cry of bitter an^oitfiwljcb 
th« found of Almira's voice reached his ear. He fled h^iftily ow 
the waUf mid dcfccuded the ladder b^ \v\idv Awtoulo bad cnterc^ii 
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f^ The Mtrquis dclos Vdos gained the top of the wall ; hU long 
black veil twiftcd round his waift in the hurry of purfait, as the at 
&|Bn reached the middle of the ladder* ^^ 

A man wholly enveloped in a dark cloak, with a maik upon his 
fiice, stood atvthe bottrom of the ladder, with a dark lantern in one 
b9nd> and a drawn fword in the other. ^< 'Pis the Marquis de loi 
Vclos himfclf,*' faid he; and) without other words he made a 
lounge at the perfon ddccDding, and wounded hhn levercly wi^h his 
fwoi^*^^ He was going -to repeat,- his thrust, when a pistol bullctj 
fired from a distance, laid him upoh the ground. The perfon on 
the ladder staggered, atid would have fallen, had he not been pre. 
vented by another stranger, who had fired thcpistoU At the fame 
inftantt Antonio, difguifed in the nun's veil, reached the ground, 
** "What is all this, Madam ?" faid the fti anger who was laft af- 
rlyetfj and who mistook Antonio f©r a nun* " Is this the Mar- 
ijuis dc los Vclos, who, I fear, is fevqecly wounded?" 

" Merciful father I*' cried Antonio. "Who is it that fpeaks to 

nje? la it the fpirit of my early friend^ Fernando de Cocllo V* . 

^ Tliat is my name," faid the ilranger : ** but tell me, who are 

you that fpcak to tuc with the voice of a man, a^id yet wear the garb 

of a nun?**^ ^ \ ■ 

Antonio replied in acrfnts choak^ with grief—" Alas! I am the 
inoft wretched of meiti 1 um Antoniode los Vclos ; in thisdi^uife 
I have witiKflcd the niai\ barbarous of muidcr** I beg you, Fer» 
nandp, come with me into this garden ; the body of Alinira, your 
coufuij lies bleeding on the ground/' 

" Sh^ IS not dead then f * faid the wounded man in a voice they ' 
both kXi^w f o belong to Don PadiUa. *> Who is this at the foot 
of the- ladder, Feinarido, that you have murdered, no doubt/intend* 
ipg the fliot for mcf' 
- "Kg,** an fwered, Fernando, coolly, "thou (halt have jufUcCf 
Don Padilla, aii higher pQlver than ray arm hangs over thee.'* 

"Let my dagger driuk his blood,*' cncd Antonio, darting at 
him ; " 'tis a poor and pitiful revenge for the ill I^havc received;" 

V Hold,'* ci'icd Fernando, feixiog hira by the arm, " there has 
been too much blood (hed already* This man who lies here, froni 
the: words he uttered, mistook Padilta for you, and it was tofave 
ymv iy*c 1 fired upon hinv;*' . ^ . ^ 

Fernando then stooped, and holding the lantern to the face of tlid 
dead man, *' I know not,** laid he, '* where, but fomewhcre 1 have 
cettainly feen this countenance > 'tis a countenance, once fcen, tK3t 
eafily forgotten.*' ) 

Padilla pronouiK^ the name of Jacques^ cui-fmg his folly in 

adopting a difguile, which betrayed him to the over-zealous fword 

©1. his own creature, who4jad that day received a note, ordering his 

' Attcadacce lit thiis fpot, whcvc he had not arrival :iU Padilla li^ etw 
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lered the gardicn by tlic ladder Antonio liad pfaccdf against t!w wsH, m ^ 

** This is a mott finguiar group- of circumstances," iajd Fernan« m ti 
do, " and evidently conduced by a power fopenor to oorfcivesk m 
Follow iijc, Antonio, into tl» garden: the unfottunatc Ahnira 9^^ 
must notrcmain tht^e," . B^ 

Antonio attcnd<2d Fernando more dead than alive ; indeed he * 
fcarcely knew what was pafTmg before hi hi, his mind being fo over- 
come with tlie magnitude of the misfortUBc he had fufl&red, and the 
strange combination of incident^.- He mounted the ladder— ihc 
wounded Padilk Tat groaning upon the pavement. ^ 

Fenmndo advanced first, with the lantern in his hand ; Valcdit 
lay inicnlxble upon the ground beneath the body of her friend, but 
fo covered with blood, that they feared /he had alfo been killed. 

Antonio was unable to afford any aiTistance ; he stood as if fixed 
to tlie fpot by Ibmc powcrftil fpell, while Fernf^ndo attempted to te? 
move the body of Almira from the arms of Valcdia* He placd 
his hand upon her check, and fancied that it retained fome warmth.^ 
Eniaptured with the polability of yet faving her, ;hc cried oat— 
^* ilic lives ! Antonio, lend your afsistance." 

Fernando raifed her in his arms. The pulfat^n of her hcartwas 
faintly perceptible ; a deep figh breathed from the bottom of her 
breast; fhc stretched out her limbs with a flight convulfivc motioDj 
and, at that instant, the bell of the convent tilled one. 

"It.is* ail over," feid Fernando. '* Poor Almira;, Hiort haf 
been thy existence. Who is that other lady^ Antonio? Letus 
at least fuvc one life." 

** I fear fhe is dead," replied Antonio, in accents of grief. " I. 
ani the anfortanate caufe of this wretched tragtdy.** 
' Fernando found it was h^yain toflcGre him to aft with confistcn- 
cy : he gently laid the body of Ahnira upon the ground^ and, raif- 
inghcr fj-icnd in Ins arms, dilcovcred evident figns of life ; and, by 
degrtcs, as he chafed her temples, (be uttered half fentenccs of indif- 
ti«6l- meaning. At last (he opened her eyes. ** Where am 1?". 
faid flic. ** Almrra, wljatdocs all this mean? Ah! I remcffibev; 
O, wretched me!" 

Again fheclofcd her eyesj and relaprcd into infenfibility. Fer- 
nando was distrellcd. Concerns of great confequcnce required liini 
at anotlier part of Madrid; it was by accident he hcHl been entan- 
gled in this strange adventure, out of which \\q knew not how to 
extricate himfelf. A thoufand expedients paffcd .rapidly through 
his mind^ but thcfe w€re interrupted by a'confiifed noife in tlic 
street, and a glare of torches, which' fprcad a light above the high 
waHs of the convent. He h^i not time to conjeiSture vvliat jjew in- 
cident had occurred, before he perceived two officers of the Holy 
Inquilition rRoiintcd on th* wa|I, and defccnding into tiie garden, 
foiJowcd by fcrcral more bearing torches* 
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**Tfou arc prifoncrs of the Holy Office/' (tied one of the fore* 
*|»pft. *' 1 comtttand you to furrcndcr. What is the meaning gf 
this dtitragc and facrilege in the garden ^i Dominican Nun^?*' 

" Sir,*' replied Fernando, while he fuplwrted Valcdia, " lam 
'tklmoft as ignorant as yotufelf. I^is not liaif an hour firice I was 
pa(sing this ftrcct, having in fa£l arrived in Madrid after the gates 
v^cre fliun I leai-nt from this nobleman, whom you fa wrapped in 
a nun's veil, that a lady had been mUrdered in thcfc gardens by her 
^ own fatlicr, lion Padilla, and I ventured over thcfc lacred bbunda* 
lies to fee if 1 could |;k)fsibly afford afsiftancc* Your detention oi 
tpc will be of the most feiious confcquenccs to myfelf, and cannot be 
of any advantage to you-^* 

*^ Is not your name Fefnandocfe Gocllo?** laid the officer, who 
retnafked his military drcfr* ** I believe jrour story, -as I was niy* 
tof at the guard-houfc when you were admitted with his Majesty's 
JJaffport.— You had a lady in your company, a fo?eigner?** 
"" ** Ihadfo,** returned Fernando ; " fheisaperlbnotdistin^lion, 
and being in a strange country will be gricvoufly alarmed at my ab- 
iencc. On the Word of a gentleman and a loldier you may depend 
on my appearing to your first fummons/* 
** That is a very unncceflary afturancc/' laid the officer, " our office 
Ib never difobcycdi Is that lady you fiipport Mving or dead?" 
> " Living, I believe, but extreinely low.*' 

** Deliver her to us, (he must be carried to our tribunal* A tranfi 
ia^tion like this in the gardens of the Dominican Nuns must be 
stri^ly examined.*' . ' 

Fernando knc w ho\v utclefs it would be to remonstrate. He feared 
left caprice might incline them to detain him alfo; and, though he 
felt fomething like fhame in quitting Antonio, he knew, alfo, that 
If be could be of any fcrvicc it mult be on the outfidc of tfaofc wallsj 
wlJcre therich and tlie poor wei*c alike treated with fcvo ity* 

The murmur of fo many toiccs) and the glar'e of the torches, 
iawakened Valedia to fcnfibility | and, fixinjrhcr eyes upon Feman« 
do, flie exclaimed*^*' Am 1 alive, or am I already in the other 
world ? Arc you Fcrbando de Goello? Gracious Heaven I Can it be 
himfclf?" 

*' Valedia !'* cried Fernando | ** iny early little friend, arid mufi 
I leave you in this {ituation f " 

" Leave me," repeated fhc, ftaring upon the dark figures which 
furrounded her bearing tlie lights : *' ah I where am I ? Speak^o mc> 
i^ernando-AVho arc theic ?^ 

Her terror was again too mi^di for her weakened nerves : and 
however the breast of Fernando was torn by the impoffibility of ad- 
miniflering relief, he yet lamented that he mull leave to the roi^ 
hands of men inured to hUman niiferyj a yoting lacjgr iir fo mt^ 
diftrcCs* 
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Dutingthewholeof this fcenc Antonio uttered nothing but la- 
mentations for the death of Ahnira, and vows of vengeance upon 
Padtita. He Teamed wholly unconcerned at w^t was paiEng, and 
fufTerod himfelf to be led priibner without tlie fmalleU rSSacace* 
The whole party quitted Ihc^rdens, and dcfcendcd into the ftrict, ' 
ivhere the turious Don Padilla, notwithflanding his woui^ strug- 
gled to releafe hinvietf from the men who held him, curTiug, aitcf- 
natdy, th# accident, the Inquifition, and himfelfp 

Fernando having delivered his lovely burden to one of the €>fficial!i| 
and embraced hi* friend, wh<?iii he entreated to a<Si with a little more 
fortitude, was departing, which Don Padilla obfcrving, cried aloyd.: 

** D6 you fiittcr that man to cfcapc? I charge him with haviiig 
attempted my iitcj it Is by hisfword lam wtunded/V 

Th$ ready officers' immediately fcized Fernando, who trembled ^t 
the danger He ran of being detained, which he would willingly have 
reHded at the hazard of his life, but that he knew it was morally 
lifclcfs. Fernando hadicen^oo much real danger tp be coniu&dat 
this unpleafant incident* < 

"1 will convince this tnan^*' faid he, pointing to Bon Padjllai 
** of lus crror.^* Then drawing his labrc, which gUttercd by the light 
of the torclies as he moved it rapidly before the eyes of the officers, 
*' I may venture to %," continued he, *' that had 1 thnili this in- 
ftrument of my country's vei>gcanccthi-Gugh the body of that wretch, 
lie had before this clofed his eyes in cverlafUng darkncfs.'' > 

The archers were convinced, and DonPaallia, half abalhed, en- 
flcavorcd to aocufc him of the murder of Jacques; but xhearchcn 
not giving credit to his afftrtionst, which Eernando treated with 
lightnefs, he was fuffi:red to cicapc, watching, frotn a diftancc, tlic 
fad proceilion, which the time of the night and the flames of the 
torches rendered beyond defcription gloomy. 

Fernando, Mvirig extricated himfcl^ from this dTJjjlcafant fitiu 
jition, iiurricd to the inn where he had tak«n lodgings onliis arrival 
that night at Madrid.. His fcrvant liad waited for hkn a long time 
with anxiety, fearing, from tiie lateucTs of the hour, tbatfomcac- 
cidcnt bad hai4>cned. 

• A young lady flew into his arms, and expreflcd her fatlsfa^^ion 

at his return. *< 1 feared,", faid ibc, *• that you had fallen into 

danger, and my heart trembled left I ihould never fee you i^pi*." 

^ <*Now then, my^SeliH^a," faid Fernando, preffing her to bis 

brcaft, « let thi ritttc ftutterer red : for I km here in fafety." • 

^' Hoty Prophet I" exclaimed the lady, ftartingback ; '^ but there 
is blood upon your clothes t. you are wounded and conceal it." 

"I am not indeed," replied he; " be .Iktisfied, any Sclinu, it 
was a trifling rencounter, vei^ common in this country." 

" Tlicn ftjall I wifli mylelf away from Spain : bat if you arc not 
wounded, whcncc^is this blood?" 
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Fernando found the nccefllty of ancxplanation. • ** I was return* 
ing from the palace of the Marquis of Denia, who, 1 found, wai 
nor in town, v^hcn thi$ accident happened." He then related the 
adventurc$ of the night, and after Ipine preparation,, informed l^r 
that it was his coulin Almira who was- killed, and that her filler 
Virginia lay ill at the coantry^houfc of the Marquis of Denia : " to 
which vplacc>'* faid he, >* we will depart early in the morninp,— 
You-will there find a fecurc retre-^ ; you can- take charge of Vir- 
ginia, while myfclf and the Marquis return to l^iadrid, to exert 
ogr endeavors in behalf of our friends. It is a rude .welcome you re- 
ceive, my Selima, on your arrival in the capital of my native 
country." ' 

" Fate," replied Selima, ^^h bufy with us, and we mud attend 
its decrees. I am eager to embrace Virginia ,^ in whom! aro certain 
to find a fiflcr ; and had Almira lived to recdve me, my fortune . 
would have been complete.*' 

It was late, and giving orders for 4 diaifc^in thcmorningj they 
retired to rcfl. 



CHAPTER VII. 

^hcworldeys darke*wytbenygbte\ the wyndes are sfylhi 
Tayntelie ibe mone ber palydt lygbte makes glem^ j 

STbe rifenfprytes ibe sylcntp cburcb-yarde fylhy 
Witboupbantfairyes}oyningynnetbedrem€f 
^beforrcst€ sheen^tbc ^u^tbe tbe silver Ume» 

IN the morning Fernando haRenedto depart, fearing tb^t an 
order tVom the inquilitton might arrcrt him before he (hould be upon 
the road, as he could liave little doubt but Don Padilla would dc- 
lioXmce him as the deftroycr of Jacques, though that deftrudliou 
laved his own liie, from the millaken fury of his too faitlitul iuQru- 
ment. ^ . • 

Selima drcfled herfclf in the caflcrn Hyle, oyer which |hc tied the 
Spanifh travelling cloak, that tlicy might efcape the gaze of vulgar 
cufionty* About nine they proceeded on the road, and Feinando 
was delighted witii the *cmarkB of bis charming companion. 

-Sdima took no imall plcafure in thv beautiful fcencry that adpriled 
the roads whith they paffed. Groves of olives, limes!! and chefniit, 
ih»dcd the fides of the way ; tbe eye was delighted with thego idcn 
fields oi faffron, mingling with others of corn ; and Selima com- 
pared (in the language of her 6wn country) the pallurcs covered 
, with Socks of fhccp to rows of pearl upon a mantle of green velvet* 
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Thus they rode foOvard, till the way weund ateng the banks -of 
the Tagus. Oa one fide the waves refled^ the trees which fausg 
»ver tlie banks^ while on the other the groves deepened i|Uo confu- 
fiofl, arid Iprcad into a tbrelU A thoufand'infe£l§ circled in the fun* 
beaniSy or ikimmcd the curling waves : and the fifhes in wanton 
ipert ihewod their flafhing Hdes above the le& glittering waters. . 

Amufcd by the/harroony of romantic fc^ncryj and looking for* 
ward to the meeting of friendfhip a^kd afie^tioDf they lieemed fcarcdy 
to have left Madrid, when the red ray2 of the declimng fun warned 
them of the evening's approach* They rode along ^he banks of the 
river by a way, where the impending boughs alnxift touclicd the 
chaifc. A fudden pjunge into, the water roufed them ftom their 
plcaQng rcfled^ions by an emotion of alaim ; and iVopjjing the chaife) 
yeraarSo alighted, and hurried to the fpot to give his afliftanccj it* 
afsi (lance (hould be w?m ted. 

A female was {truggUng in the waves : her hair and her garmei>ts 
floated loofe upon the waters, and Fernasido cpuid not decide from 
any appearance near him whether ihe had fallen in by accident, or 
thrown bcrielf in by deiign. He did not wait to confider, the dan- 
ger was prelsing, and he had no claim but tliat oHiuraanity to liften 
to. He tore oflf his upper garracni*,* and unloofing hi& fword,' in- 
ftantly plunged into the water ; and being Ikillcd In all the cxcrcifes 
which become a Ibjdicr and a man, he boVc her triumphantly to (bore 
.bc|or«bisrcf5rant had time todifmount, and lend him afsisiance, 
:y -Sclima liad quitted the; Chaifc, and, when her anxiety ibr the dan- 
ger of ^Fernando ccafed^ fhc had leifui-c to make obfervations. l^ie 
wretched objcdl of their attention was Wack with rupprefTcd circula- 
tion. Sclima nnlobfcd her garn^ents, that the returning pnllations 
might fr«!c!y beat. Around her neck was fulpcnd,^ by a airious 
chain of twifted^gold and filver wire the portrait of a nobleman. , 

Fernando examined tUe coiintcrtancc, which was fine, fv'ith an air 
of grandeur in the whole rxpreiRonv " Surely,*^ faid he, " 1 hav©^ 
icen a perfan fomething refemblijig this, but where, I know not." 
In turning th« portrait he difcovcrcd a fecrct fpring^ which lie touched; 
and on opening it, a ring let round with emeralds fell upon thq 
ground, Thewords Tavarro iPadilla in gold letters caught hi* 
cyG, " Is it pofllble," faid he, " this can ever have been the pic- 
ture of Don Padilla? How much has tinte and familiarity with vice 
changed him V* 

Sclima took up the ring, which contained alCb the initials of Pa- 
dilla,; and the ftrangcr comiilg falVto her fenfes> they replaced tlie 
portrait* After raauy long-drawn fighs, (he raifcd her eyes upon 
the faceoi Selima,^ whicli was bent over her in the attitude ot be- 
nevolence relieving mifcry. She fcemcd to lliudder,^and fmk with- 
in facrfcif. <' Great Hc^Tcn 1" muttered flie, *' is it pofliUcr* 

• / ■ > ^ 
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_ « What pofllbf c ?" faid FcrnandQ. " W!iat do vou wjfli ?» 
. ^^ Nothing,'' anfwercd (he faintly ; " only leave me here to die 
I am an unworthy wretch, and the light ofthe fan will blaA nie»? 
** She is delirious," (aid ScJinia. ^' We will take her info our 
carriapc, flie will perhaps live till we reach the Marquis of Dcnia's.'^ 
" Oh' I No, no, no, '* cried (he ttruggling to/iic : ^Hct me not 
ice his fece. He will kill fnc with a frown* I bcfcech'you, Jet mc 
die here.'* ' , -• 

Her head reftcd «pon"1ier knees, and her flowing;; treffcs, dropping 
w5t!i water, hutig down covering her face : her v^^holeappearatKc watt 
deplorable in extreme, and ScHma wiped away the tear of cornmifeiv 
atjon. After much entreaty, ftic conlcnted to their difpOlal ; and, 
Wing drenched with wet, the fervants rode for%Vard at a rapid rate. 
All the arguments of FcrnaHdo cOuld not prevail on this unhappy 
creature to enter thd Marquises prcfencc ; and when they readied 
. the palJice, (he was delivcrtd over to the; c€lr c®f Raolo^ 

Ihc Marquis of Dcnia was wholly ignorant of the tranfad^ion* 
of the lait night at Madrid, the moft part of which he had part in 
attending to the narrative of old Gonzalez, and the morning found 
Virginia fo raudi better,, tiimt ht looked forv«jr4 once more to hap. 
pineTs. ^ 

He had flightly learned from Antonio that lie liad a profpcd of 
certainly llbgratihg Almira, and he had offered his houie as a fafc^ 
protedtion from the firll refentment of Padifia* Thefc thoughts were 
uppcrmoft while he watched hy the fide of tlie fleeping Virginia j 
and when thefervant announced the arrivakot a gentleman and la- 
dy, wh6 particularly xequeftcdhUprefence alone, in» fancy ran for- 
ward to Antonio andl Almii'a* 

He left Virginia to the care of the inaternai houfekeepcr, and 
ftaming a compliment to his friend on his fucceft, and to Almira on 
her courage, he followed the fervant to the d^^or of the litting eham^^ 
ber, which he opened hitnfclf, bidding the fcr^ant retii^. 

The Marquis when he entered ftood ftijl, confounded with inex* 
prcflible furpriic. Had' a fptrit from the dead arifeh before him, or 
fire darted from beneath his feet, his aftonifhment >coiiJd not have 
been greater. He beheld' his deareft friend and former companion, 
whom he had long believed dead, ftanding in the middle of flie roonu 
holding tlie hand of a young lady, whofe feature* inftantly remintJed 
Iiim of the portrait they had found the night when the Moorilh! 
ruins (heltercd them, froni the (Vorin, 

The lady was drcfled in a ftile of great magnificence, prtfenting 
a figure irrcfilUbly btautUal. Her diawers were of the finely white 
iatin, touched with filver edging; her flippers were of green mo^ 
rocco, and romid her waill was ari elegant Pcrfian Caih, faiSncd witlt 
a pearl clafp : her upper vellraent was of green fa tin, fpinnk^ed with 
golden [lArs, andove^her h^ir a thin caui of green nc;-vrork ani 
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crelcents of gold was faflcned in the manner of her omntiy. Vbx 
complexloa was a. dear mixture of rofes and lilicsi and bcr bright 
^cs were of the darkeft hue, fpariviing beneath arches that were 
tunKd with alcohol. Her mouth was dimpled with an arch fmilc, 
ana the contour of her whola f tee and figure was the fini(h^o£ feint* 
nine lovclinds, mingled with dignity and grace. 

Fernando enjoyed the lurprife of the Marquis, gaxing ahercAte* 
ly from him to Sclima. *' Yes,* cried hcj^rufliing into bis ann% 
•* I guefe your thoughts, my dear friend* This is the lady wjiom 
I iovod before I faw. Nothing Icfs than miracles could have bipugbt 
lis together. Now^ my dear niend, we fhall behappy^ but how 
is Virginia?" 

**Slicis recovering, Ihope^'* replied the Marquis: *« but wc 
Will not danp the firR moments of our meeting." llien taking the 
band of Selima,. *• this lady," iaid he, " will be an honor to oiff 
country, and a bicfeing to lier friends; Yo« are a fbrtunatt fellow* 
Fernando, and it is well my heart is already engaged.** 

A con^^r&tioB themoit agreeable enfued, which cominued till Fer^ 
tiando obfcrving that bis clothes were wet, begged the Marquis to 
lend him a change. '' Meanwhile,^ laid he, ^ Seltma will repeat 
to you a little adventure we met upon the road." The Marquis at« 
tended to the narrative wiA impatience and furprifc. *^ Wretched 
creature/' faid he^** can her crimes have driven her to this laft re* 
iburce of defpair and guih. I fcarcc think myfclflafe beneath the 
feme roof." 

«* She was vcrjr unwilling to come here,** replied Sclima: *«your 
name terrified' her into agony • You know then who ftie is ?" 

^ No," anfwercd the Marquis. ** 1 fufpcft that I know Bcr from 
J^our dcfcription. It was millaking her that 1 wounded Virginfa. 
fhat is a charming portrait you wear, Selima i but it is not that 
<rf Fernando.'' 

Selima finilcd. " Your fufpicinn," laid /he, ** defcrves to be held 
in ignorance, and I do not kn6w that 1 ought to make this difcovcry 
to you in the ablence of Fernando;, but if lie isdifpleafed^ he mull 
impute it to the feult of our fcx. lliis is the picture of Gount Fc* 
rendcz.'* 

The Marquis changed colour at mention of a name which had 
Ijcen united with fo much of fupernatural incident, that it recalled 
images of the moft unpleafam nature to his mind.^ 

*• You are amazed," continued Sclima, '* but your forprife will 
hot detrcafc when I tell you I am his daughter by the lady Zidana*'' 

"Is it true, withouta miracle,** cried the Marquis, "you arc 
that in&nt daughter whom we fuppoled murdered by a barbaroiiis 
policy. You are the Cftcr of Almira, and the hcirefs of tlie Grenjs 
da eftatcs, which have been fo many years unclaimed. Don P*dil* 
hi will not be overjoyed at your uncxpc^cd return.'* 



I 



,« It will be uncxpcdW, I bellcye, by binii^* answered ScUma; 
*^ but my whole life has hitherto been a chain of furprile, nor have t 
qspcricm^dtlic kalVfincc my arrival in Madrid.'' . * 

Tlierc was fc much of grief in the laft fcntchcc, that th.c Marqui* 
was at a loft to account for it. " I hope,** laid he, f« you have not 
met with any thing unplcaiant Oikjc you arrived. I am certain your 
fifer Al|nira» if tliercftiidlion feft convent had permitted, would 
have rejoiced in clafping you to her bofoxp. Good heavcijs ! Sell* 
msu you weep— litre no accident tias happened ?" 

Scliina bi okc into tears unable to reply. *' Let me comfort you>** 
cried the Marquis, after a naoment's paufc: " I now guefs, yoii 
have been at the Convent of Dominicans^ and you have not foynd 
your.fiilcr: but that need not alarm you* My ii icnd^^thc Marquia 
dclos Velos, with whom X fixpcd to fee her every hour, is a noblc^ 
suaii of honor.'' 

•• This is torture iufufferablc,*' cried Seliraa, giving way to a 
flood of tears: " O, Marquis, do not kill me by fpeakiug thus. 
AlasJ you have wot then beaid.— You know not.— But my after is 

:dcad*<' . : 

" Dead I'' exclaimed the Mar4|ui§, Parting from his feat, trftn* 
bling, yet dqubting the reality of what he hcaiti : " you muft be 
wnder fomc terrible miftakc." 
. ** p, that 1 were,*' replied SeKma, as Fernando cntcreAbc room^ 
, " 1 am Ihocked/' fa id the Marquis, while the colour forfook his 
cheeks : ** but is it true, Fernando ? Is Antonio killed?— Tell ra^ 
abc extent of what I tcembk to hear." 

" He lives/' replied Fernando^ ^* but he is a prifoner in the In* 
quiiition» Our unhappy fifter has top furely fallen, and that by 
the hands of her father." 

" How long (ball jufticeflcep ?" cried the Marquis, with a gloon./ 
frown. 

" On this fubjedtbe filent," returned Fernando, laying his hand 
on Albert's arm, " thn -thunder at tjiis moment rolls over his head* 
—Now, my -dear friend, introduce us to Virgin iar" 
^ >* It must be without detail then/' replied the Marquis; *<hcir 
wound is yet unclofcd, and agitation may retard her cure." 

*^ It is most fingular," oblcrved" Fernando, ^* that thefe fisteFS 
ftiouid, all of them, within the (pace of forty-eight "hours, at a diC^ 
tancc wide of each other, and in fituations that might have infur^d 
&fety, run the liassard of a violent death. It feems as if fate vvcrc 
drawing to a climax. My Sellma here did n®t clcapc the mal ign ia. 
flucnce of the stars that hung over ihc houfe of Padilla ; but,'bcing 
k& conncdled, has efcaped unhurt. We wcrehurrying along the 
»oad from Toledo, aiKi as the night came on I was apprchcnfive wc 
migjjt incur haaani as we approached the metropolis. To prepare 
S&f \(1Mi, I drew {ny pistols from a doal^ bag> one of the sti ings of 
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v^^lilch catcfiing the Lxk> the pistol fired, and the bullet went tlirougE 
Sclima'S veil/' 

*' You Iiarc often fpokcQ to me," faid Sclima, fmiling through^ 
her tears, *' on the folly of believing fo mpch as we do in fatality; 
but tell me by ^* hat other name you wbuld call thcfc incidents which 
hare biought three fifters fo near to death by the hands of ihcir 
lovers: you had nearly dcftroycd me in preparing to defend mc^ 
the Marquis has wounded Virginia in a blind hauc, and Ant^aiior 
lias caufcd the death of Almira, by difguifing her in his own liabit. 
Let vne now vifit my orily fifler, and I will cndwvor tq fupply the 
lofs (he has received IB Almira." , 

The Marquis defii*cd that fhe ^vould defer that duty till the itiof fl- 
ing,, as he feared the furprife might be too much for Virginia j at 
the fame time he obfcrved that her own fatigue called upon her to 
take repofe^ " As to Fernando and myfeltV' faid he, '•^ we will 
Ipcnd tlje'hours together ; we have much to difcourfe upon, and it is 
no new thing for us to pafs the night in watching;" He then called 
Raolo, and gave him inrdiarge to prevent the efcape of the wretched 
wqmali^ whofc name Raolo informed him was Berenice, and) at the 
lame time, to fupply her with every rcficlhment. J '; 

Selima, at the perliiafion of the Marquis, confcnted to defer her 
.intended introduftion tjlL the morning, provided fhe might be 
allowed the fatisfa£lion of takin|r a look at her while fhe flept. 

Wlien Fcrriahdo and Albert were left alone, a thpufand inquiries 
and congratulations took place, and it was not till after Fernando 
had rclaicd his adventures on t^ie preecding nijght at Madnd, that 
the Marquis could attend patiently to the narrative of his s«lventur«* 
(xnce their feparation on tlie wild mountains of Sierra Morcna»^ 



THE ?-^ 

ADVENTtn^S 

' reRNANDO DE COELLO- 

On tlie day that we parted company ow the tops of the mmmtain* 
I rcfolved, as I travelled on the *ay, iraiwediatcly to return to the 
environs of Monti llo, toejfflniinc that fpot by the banks of tlic river 
which htd been lb wonderfully pointed out to your memory." My 
mirid was too bufv with itso^-n reflcdVions to reg rd the road> and 
1 ftruck down one which certainly woiilJ not have tjeen an objeft of 
choice; it was fo drcajy and fo dangerous, that I was roi^iron; 



fny rcflcAlons to attcod to my lafcty. It carried U5» however^ forn^ 
miks nearer to Tolofa, but wholly wide of the Caftlcot MontiUo, 

The dcfiga I had entertained I was now obliged to poftponc, re- 
ceiving on my arrival at head-quarters an order to marcd ray troops 
immediately back to Grenada, where I (bould risceive furtiier infor- 
mation. 1 was Ibrprifcd at thVprder, which I was not the lel^ 
obliged to obey) and again I had the fatisikftion of travei fing that 
delightful province. 1 ftiould havf taken a m*re minute furv«y of 
tlic Moorim ruin had we remained'but one day in the city j^but the 
troops that were tojoln us wei-e already affemblcdj and we continued 
our route to Malaga through a cbuntry of romajicc. Vines and 
orange groves fprcad over the hills, attd the remains of Moorifh and 
gothic antiquity would have afforded me perpetual amufemcnt» badL 
flot the rapidity of our march precluded delay. *. 

At Malaga J learnt that our commands were to proceed to Ceuta, 
in Barbary, which place had been fo long bcficgca by .the Moors, 
that their camp had arifcn into a village, and the deferc for fomc 
miles round into a garden. T^ieir preparations of late had been 
more vigorous, and it was judged ncccffary to ftipply thegarrifon 
with an immediate reinforcement. My troops were quartered at the 
old caftle, and two days were allo_wed us to provide neccffaries for 
our abfcncc and change of countryT 

In tl)c evening of our arrivaiJ, the firl^l^e£l of my attention was 
to write to you an account of ray fituation, but this letter ncrcr 
reached you from a fingular accident* The fubjcdl which ever preyed 
upon my mind^and engaged all my thoughts, diflalled to me ihc 
common recreations of life. Whether it were fatality, or a fpccics 
of madnefs, I know not ; but the imprclTion of that lovely portrait 
was never to be effaced from my imagination, and had it been a real 
objciSt I could not have eHeemed it more. 

I frequentlv rambled into fome lone fpot, far fiom my com- 
panions, that I miglit gaae upcri ray fecrct trcafure. I had writ- 
tep my letter nearly to the bottom when 1 hoke off, to enjoy the 
beauties of a cloudlcis fky ; and having unlettlcd my fancy bv re- 
fiedlio^is on the foliy of my palsiois, I refolved to take a walk along 
the rocky fliorcs of the Mediterranean, propofmg at my return to 
finilh I'ny eptstle» and give you an account of a ramUe you would 
hav^SiJiappy in fharing. . 

^/g^f'tig the <:astle, I struck along the lonely borclcrs of the fea, 
wli^Py en'ploycd in a long train of reflection. The rcgulaf dafh- 
ing.ot tlic gentle waves upon the lands and the rocks, had a found 
fo melancholy, that reyeries of the profoundest nature crept over mc« 

I wandered forward till the city, its inhabitants, and its conf*i(ioa 
wae wliolly loft, apd folcmn lilcncc hung upon the night. 
A l^^jit gale at intervals fighed along the beacb^ but the boiom of 
liK waves ilepc In peace; and the eye wandcreg at large over their 
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^n extdht, bounded only by imaginatton. I &t down 
fragment of rock facing the eaft, the evening star fparklcd 
clear fiimamenty and a pale femicircular arch) drawn^&om 
fiice of the ocean, proclaimed the ridn^ moon* 

( obferved the flow advancement of its motion^ till the f 
of its (ilvcr edge struck upon thcfurfecc of the- water, and 
as it were, over the gentle quivering of the waves. Ever 
of air fccm^d fufpendcd in filcnrc^ and tlic fubliraitjr of li 
ihade rsflfed the mind into regions of its own creation* 
moon arole, the distant objects reicdlcd its, beams, and a fe 
were feen to flecp upon the waters, like fca-fowl bathij 
plumes in the retrefhing element. 

— XFtan^ my head upon my hands to contemplate the wo 
creation, and lofc myfclf in its pleafures. A iwect strain - 
harmcmy stole upon my w» I listened, and the melody fc 
incrcafc from a distance in foft and airy tones, imbrokco by 
phyr that moved* 

I listened in delight and astonifhment, for no founds 111 
had ever touched my foul ; they fecmcd to proceed oVrr th< 
but the minstrels wcro invifiblc ; anil I ^ncied the nympi 
ocean, or the fvrensef the early a^es were gathering aroi 
The fhoces of this ocean ^ &med m poetiy and romanc 
choice of fupcrior fpirits, Bd T gave way to the delightful 
which erir^tured my mi^d. I was, it I may fo cj^prefs 
entranced with an, unknown pkat'ure, when the founds fwei 
a full chorus, rajnglccj with harmonious voices ; and I coul 
guifh thefc words, lung with an air fo altogether diftercnt i 
wail compofition, that my mcniory could not foigct them* 
■ - ■■ , '•_ '^^ . -I, ■■ 

T- Galhnt and gaily 
'^ On the waves ridingi 

Spirits of Ocean 
Cbme toaMycall i 
,^ i Nightly and daily 

"^ ^ Thro' the deep gliding, • 

Swift^s in motion - 

• Ye circle this ba:! I. 
Warble a chorus, 
Piaffing before us, - ., 
• Skimming the jgrccn, when the raoon-bcams flcep ; 
Hollow fhells founding, . 
-3£cho rebounding. 
Charms into pleafure the turbulent deep. 

Tins was all I could clearly distinguifh, the invilibic trc 
Gng away upon the trackteis deep, andlink'mg by degroes> thi 
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■were wholly lost in distance ; leaving mc^wf appcd in wonder# and 
that fort of pleafure the uiind enjoys, after contemplating any objedi^ 
fupcrior to itfdf. 

It was impofsiblc voluntarily to interrupt lb plcaiing- a train of ' 
thought, and I had fome faint hope to catch again the celestial wan* 
icings. The moon nloved in majestic iilencc through the stairy 
heavens, and I a»o{c when the breezes of midnight began to stcai 
along the darkening. Ihorc. . - 

A distant found of oars dipping in the water paffed upon -the wind, 
and I paufed a moment to fee if the vcffcl were vilible ; but a point 
of projefting rock hid it from my view. I began to thing of mak- 
ing the best of nay way back to Malaga, whe© again myr^UHQfity 
was earcitcd by the vcflcl turning the point, and rowing dircdily to* 
yards me. 

By the fhade in which 1 stood, 1 had the advantage of overlook- 
ing wit bout being fccn^ and I remained without moving under an 
hanging cliff. The galley brought too within a little distance of 
the fhorc, and a boat was difpatchcd to the laiid. In a few minutes 
it struck upon the (hort,' and four men, fupporting a large heavy 
trunk between them, advanced upon the beach. They halted with- 
in ^bout thirty paces of where 1 stood, and letting their burden to 
the ground, three of them bcg;an to dig aa hole in the fands, while 
the fourth rung his hands, ana lamented his Ul-fortune in accent* of 
the greatest prieli and in a lanjg;Uage I judged to be Moorifll. 

My curiofity was strongly excited by this strange incident; I, 
Xvilhed much to learn what was in t be chest j but feared to move lest 
I fliouH create an alarni which might be unpleafant to myfjf. I 
now examined the men and thcvcffel with more attention, and could 
no longer doubt their being Moorifh ciuizcrs : but r while 1 debated 
how 1 ftiould best aft, they had opened a confidcrable pit, the chest 
appeared heavy, and with difficulty they let it down with ropes; 
while my curiofity became To strong, that I had no httlc struggle to 
listen to the fjaggcstions of prudeniec. 

The man Ihadfeen bewailing himelf then, thr^w hlmfclf prone 
upon the fands in an agony of d^strcfs, while the others, without 
once fpcaking or noticing his grief, continued to fill up the pit. A 
fufee fired.from the galley alarmed them, and leaving work, they 
iecmed attempting to perfu.ide the mourner to accompany them; 
but lie appeared deaf to their entreaties, motioning them away. 
They then fcizcd him, and by force carried him to the boat, rowing 
immediately fromfhore, in too much haste to carry away their tools* 

I waited only till they were Under fail, then running to the fi>ot, 
I examined it With care, and taking up a Ipade, began to throw up 
the fatid, that 1 might fafftify myTclf as much as pofsible in this 
strange adventure. The pit they had dog in the yielding fands was 
large and deep, that the lea might not cafiy off the cliest^^ and I was 



tocfa Unc&th the levd of the fliore. .1 labored with a str^ngtl 
plied by wonder and curiofity. I did not luppofe it was au 
cies of |>lunder tiicy had fo caiefully concealed ; that uiight 
been carried away with facility, and wouid not have excited 
tranfports of grief 1 had witndted : I rather believed it thelx 
fomc pcrfon they had robbed » or a coilirade killed in a fray. 
With difficulty 1 cleared the fand from j^e cover o£ the 
I raifed the lid, for the whole was much too heavy for me to n 
in that ficuation) and found a conHderable folding ot linen 
which filled up the cheat. This 1 reiflovcd, and 1^ the pale 
oi the moon difcovered the face of an human figure, extr 
bcautifijl and voy younp:* Though I had cxpcAed to find j 
body, yet I had fuppofcd it fome elderly man ; and my horrc 
not a little increaled, on turning a fine painted ifaaw), whicl* h 
on tlie breast, to find that this beautiful creature was a female 
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I STOOD transfixed with aHonifhrncnt, gazing upon iht fca- 
llircs which yet rctain^l fufficieDt cxprcflionfto excite regret, when 
1 heard, on a Hidden, the Ibund of voices over me, and, looking u]i, 
beheld ^he'lame men returning to fuiifh their labor. I was too much 
fuiprifed to think of rcfistahcc; and I feared that in the first heat of 
their pafsion i might fall beneath the cimiurs which flafhcd in circles 
over my head. 

The epithets of .** Dog of a Christian I*' convinced nic of the 
truUi of my first fufpicions. Thcperfon whom 1 had « hferved in 
fo much grief interpofcd in my favor, infisting that they ftiould first 
hear my intentions ; and diihngu idling, by my uniform, that I was 
an officer in tlie arnty, he ordered ttmtlfhould be taken on board as 
a priloncr. This debate took place while 1 remained beneath them 
ill the grave: in which fituation 1 had no rcafon to expert my lifc| 
and might think any conditions a ia\x>r. 

While they were leading me down to the boat, with their cimitars 
Within an inch of my throat, I could not but accufe myfclf of is- 
difcrect airiofity ; and i turned my eyes with a mdandioly look to- 
wards the country I was thus torn trom, with very little hope of 
foon vifiting it again. Having pinioned me upon deck, they loot 
cncd the falls to the wind, and stood away to lea. 1 had never be- 
fore been upon this unstable element; and though every objcft was 
new, my miuJ permitted me net to enjoy the latisfaaion variety 
can give, 

^ My eyes turned towards the receding fiiorcs; and I fighed as the 
indis.indl objcd^svaniftied from my fight. My fituation was Far. 
from pleafant; and entreaties lor the liberty of only walking the 
d^wcic unattetidcd. Inowhadcv<ryvwjCoiUQfe^>^Vax'^^'^ 

E 
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be treated as a flavc by thcfc uncmlized people jwho regard not tlie 
laws of nations, which ought to be pre(ei-ved rellgioufly inviolable 
in the midst of war. I ixqucstied to fpcak with the captain of the 
corfair; but tlic rough uiarincrs returned my entreaties with abUlcy 
tlieatcning mc by their looks aii4 Sfft^Ves. 

In the morning the captain c^ic upon the deck, and I kidged 
from his air, andthe grief oii his countenance, that Kc was the pcF-- 
fon who had fupcrinteudcd the ftrange funeral 1 had witneiTed. 
A violent dvbate cnfucd between him andfcveral of the crew ; and, 
from their Cgns, I had no doubt but I was the fubje£l» The cap- 
tain feemed to endeavor to conciliate them, but they became more 
iiirious ; and, at length, toprcfervc the crew from mutiny, hc'deli- 
vcrcd me over to their wiflies^r-hlmfclf flanding Ly, to prciervc nsc 
from perfonal violence. 

In a mement I was plundered and nri))pcd; and my arm* being 
bound faft, tlie pidture I fo highly valued was torn fronv my neck 
by a brutal wretch, notwitlillanding he favv the concern it gave me* 
The captain, who.ftood over tbcm svith a Mixture of ftamcaod in- 
dignation in his countenance, was touched by my carnefl entreaties 
for the port'i-ait; and, poilibly, fuppofing it to be that of ibmc cbo- 
fcnlady, he infifted iH)ori having it from the iailor, wk?, very re 
luftantly, complied with the dcninnd. 

He gazed upon it with the air of a nian ftruck with flirprife, Which 
l-attributed to tlieMoorifh habit. He commanded them toreleafc 
me, in a Voice which (jgnificdMs refoluiion to be cdjeyed; atthc 
fame time he clapped his hand on a piltol, which be wore in his bdtf 
to enforce obedience. Triie failors mor* readily complied, as the/ 
had pluisdcredme of every thing, and ftripped me to my Qiirt; 

*^ GhrilUanrvfaid the captain, in Spanifh, *' by what means 
gained you the poffctfion of thia pi£lure? — whom doe» it rcfemblei'* 

I replied with refpc^t^^ that it was a ftory of fome length, and not 
to be told by a pcrfo^i Ilripped as I was upon a. public dccki- 

** Right," replied he;.^ '' follow mei" ; 

1 attended hiiT? into his cabin ; and, after putting on a Moorlfli 
drefs, and receiving fouicreficftiment, 1 related to him the miains by 
which It came to my poflcilioi], and how much the beauty had llrudk 
my fancy. ^ - . . _ 

H: feemed ta hear all I fald with an earned attention. The nape 
of Don Pad' I la made him colour with rage. 

" Spaniard," laid he, wlien I ceafcd ipeaking, ** take back yoar * 
pidtue,— Ic is the likcnefs of my own lifter, Lady Zidana. 1 Waf 
very youug when, the barbarous cdidl of Philip bauifhcd my whole 
family, except that lirter, who wcJuld not forlakc her luifband and 
child, to accompany her brother Hyradia atid mylclf intpcxUc, I 
have never been able %o learn with certainty tlic tate of heifdr and 
her child, but from repoit: and 1 have no doubt the hafiid wliicU 
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cleftroycd her hulband, Coont Fcrcndcz, would nGt flacKcn in rci . 
ardving hcr^ when fancy or pafsion fhould have chani>cd.'' 

1 dared not in our firft conyeriation touch upon the ftrange ad- 
vcnturd I had witncIFcd On the fhorcs of Malaga; but the morel 
bcouise acquawtcd with Mufiapha, tlic greater was my aftoniflimcnt 
at what fecined fo barbarous an aiftiou* 

.. Muflaf4ia, who ;x?welt upon the water three parts of his time, re- 
tained his favorite Vninrefs in a fmall cabin ; nor would his jealoufy 
W dclioicy pcntit me her fight. He never mentioned her but with 
tliegreateft reierve ; and he fccmcd vifibly agitated whcq any hibt 
tended to wards her. From whidi I judgaithat fome difference had 
happened between thcm-i-beihg igaoi-ant of the cuftoms of the Eaftv 

We puifued®ur voyage for fcveral^aVs without falling in witli 
any veficl ; . and the failors, angry at their difappointmcntj* and dit 
.fatisfied with i he favors bcft owed Upon me, being' obliged to refund 
their plunder, began to fbew thdir difapprobation in murmurs of 
revfngr. - 

Mufiapha was not blind to this difpofition of his crew, and catt- 
tionccl me to. be dpon my guard.— This prciaution was not without 
neceffity. 

On the fecond night after receiving it, 1 retired to my own cabin, 
after finithing a game of chefs,^ of which the Moors, arc fond to ex- 
travagance. The tedioufncfe of tlie gamehad wearied my mind, and 
toying down in my clothes, 1 qiiidcly fell affeep. I dreamed that I 
Nvasin the feme road wererl firft beheld the^ipirit of Count t'ercndez, 
I now fancied the fame figure approachcd/running with a drawnlabrc. 
in Iiis liand. " Fernando ! Fernando !** cried he as he ran > ** grafp 
your iword and defend yourfelfl-i-A Wake I— Awake 1" . 

'rUc noifeof his ftiouting waked me in reality, and I found my 
fword unlheathcd and graf^d in my hand, I was wondering at th'i« 
fingular circumftanccj when I heard a light ftcp, and thcfliip heei- 
ing, a flight flip on the boards. The cabin was totally dark, and 
I remained (lill^ my iabre firmly grafpcd in my hand ready toftrike. 
Theperfon drew near, evidently conlh-aining his "breath, left he 
might awaken me* 

He approached, and flood over me. I could diflinginlh the raif- 
ing of hii arm, no doubt to plunge his poniard into me. At that 
uioment I darted my fword-point before me, which he received in 
his throat as he was ftoopihg over me. A faint figh was aJ] tha^ 
hc'uttercd as he fell upon the flooring ; and, darting up, I began t^ 
cxamine,^ as well as the darknefs M'ould permit, the perfon of thi. 
afiafliR. » 

My next confidcration was the refentment I had to fear from hi* 
comj adcs ; and I doubted wbctlier Muftapha himielf would liavc 
powd" to iavc me from their revenge. 

The ru3ian yet grafpcd hi* poniard ii> his hand 5 but his^ arm> 
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^vfnch bbt a tmnotfc before \vas braced to iiitdnigbt mtirder, wa! 
now unnerved and pafsive) and I had no difficulty in taking his 
W€2Lp6f]f which was onebf thofe Eaftcm daggers ^vhoTe wound is in* 
curable. 

I refolvcd to hazard the difplcafurc of Muftapha hy wakening 
him, if I could trace tlie way to his cabin in the dark. To defend 
niyfclf againft aof oppofition I tnight meet, >^ retained my fword 
in one hand, and the dagger m the other ; having firft Secured my 
piftoisinmy falh, and groping my way in'filcncc, I advanced to- 
wards the captain's cabin. 

A confufcd fort of noifc ran between decks, and the clafh of 
fwords reached me. I flew fcr\^»ard, not doubting but the crew had 
mutinied, and found Muftapha fighting like a tiger at b-^y amidft 
fix or f<?Vcn of his crew. He was covered with blood, which flowed 
from fcveral wounds; and iearing that thcfc were mortal, in whioh 
cafe my own death \^s near and incvitaWe, I relolved not to die 
tamely. 

Animated by the refdbftce of Muftapha, I became fired withliis 
•iirdour, and tell upon the nearcft with irrcfiftible force; the poniard 
I held in my left liand^ whifc I prcffcd forward with my right, did 
great cxcaition ; and I had already ft retched three upon the cabin 
floor, amidft Rrcams of blood, when Muftapha's foot flipping on 
the glutinous boards, he fdl; "and a Moor, leaping upou him, i-aifed 
bis arm to cleave his Acull with an axe. He w&s too far di(\|int to 
be reached by my fw^rdj if 1 could have broken through thofe who 
cppofcd me. ; Iftrrtched out my left hand with tlie poniard to keep 
them at bay, Jind dropping my fword, which was faf^encd to my 
wrift by a chain, Ifcized one of my piftols, and, by the gi*tatcil 
miracle, the bullet went through the ruffian's head, and he fell to 
the Rroimd, giving Muftapha opportunity to rife. 

This piftol was the firft which had' been fired; it alarmed -the 
whole {hip's crew ; and feveral rwt having been in the fecret, cro^vdcd 
forward to the cabin to the relief of their captain, and the fij^-ht be- 
came general and bloody. The reinforcement \ve had received en- 
abled us to clear the cabin. The mutinous crew drew up theii forces 
at the mouth of the hatchway, intending, at leaft, to take the com* 
mand of the fhip. 

In this fituation, defperatc rocafures were alone equal to the dan- 
ger. The ftairs to the deck were fo Jiarrow, that it would have been 
eatiy to kill every man who fhould have attempted to enter, A bar- 
rel of gunpowoder flood in onecorner of the cabin, and, ordering it 
to be placed at the foot of the ftairs, Mtiftapiia knocked of the tap, 
and calling to the men who ftood ready to fire upon any one who 
fhould appear, lie bade them fire away, if they wanted to be blown 
into the air: at the fame time he fwoie, by Mahomet, if they did 
tiot fetura ^ickly to thc'u* duty, and furrcndqr their amsf, h« wpvid 
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•^&t the powder, an^ leave tlicni only the wreck to carry them to 
-Tetuan ; where they W9|ild all be ciiipalcd on red hot flakes. ^ 

This threat, and their knowledge of the man who uttered it, to^ 
gcthcr with the Gght of the powder, which was adlually placal where 
a ipark would have dcftroj^ed tlicm in a moment, produced its cffeft. 
A'p«rlev enliiedi^and) an^ mutual pron/ife of oblivion* peace wa$ 
rcstordl 

In addition to fevcn or eight killed, niany were fcvcrcly wounded 
in this affray ; and Mustapha was fo much exhausted with exeiti<Ml 
and lofe of blood, that I had many doubts of his life. 

He exprcflcd in ffrong terms his acknowledgment of the fervices 
1 had rendered him : and from that hour.I began to be received as a 
friend* 1 had not baniflied from ray memory the (Ingular event I 
Ijad writneffed ontjie flior^s of Malaga ; and the more I became ac- 
quainted with the character of Muftaplia, the Icfs capable did he ap- 
pear either of unncccffary violence or treachery ; but whenever I ven- 
tured to touch upon this point, his countenance overcaft, and lie 
evidently struggled with fome bitter reScclion. 

His wounds fljjwly mended^ and as we drew iiear Tctuan (having 
cruifed fome weeks without fueccfs)^ he began to Ipeafc of the coun- 
try witb fatisfei^ion. 

. *' Yet," faid4]e,' " thottgh the cliarms of this country arc great, I 
feel not the lame^pleafure in approaching it Ilhouki have done, but 
for an unfortunate event, to the fad conclufion of which you were 
witneft* 1 (houldhave been pteafcd to introduce you to my brother 
Hy radin ; but after what has happened, 1 dare never fee him more* 
His 6(Ueisfqpe liagucs up. the countiy, and I fhall remain at 
Tctuan till 1 refit for another cruifc." . 
- This was the firft time he had himlelt led to the fulysdt of many 
of my rcflcdlions \ and I determined to hazard foracthing to develop* 
the myflcj y» 

"You have mentioned an incident which has long excited my 
iurprife,*' anfwered I j " and I fear that fome accident was the caufc." 

*' No/* replied he: " bad it been an accident, I (h uld have had 
reafoi) to cxcule my felf ; but it was the efFcdi of a blind paflion, and 
will forever fting me with una\'airmg remorie. Tlic truth is un- 
known even to njy /hip's crew; but to you, Fernando, who have 
faved my. life, 1 will explain tjiis li^Jict which poifons my exigence. 

" Ziiidc is thcname tsf a Jady, whom 1 have chofcn for her wit as 
tliC compart ion of my voyages ; but^ during the last trfp, Ihc re- 
mained at my brother Hyradin's. When every t-hing was ready 
for our failing, about two months fince, (lie came to Tetuan, bring- 
ing with her Fcveral prel'ents from my brother, and a beautiful liave, 
which, (he informed me, harl been given her by .2Ui.Una, ray brother's 
liivorite wife, 

^< Frounhe fast day of our voyage, I reiiuuked a certain iiitcUW 
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^gcncc between Zaidc and thlsflave, whom (he called H^ffan; «ii 
my xwnd became tainted with tormeuting lufpicions. Wchad bcea 
Ibmc timcat Tea, and though the fevors ftic bestowed upon Haffan 
talcited my strongest fujpicions, 7et I detedled no pofitive fe6i% 
which might confirm tlic frenzy which stung me. -^ ' 

*^ Tlic weather we had met had been unruffled by a ftorm ; but at 
this time we encountered an high gale of wind^ which blew tis iaft 
topon^ tlic fliorcs of Spain ; and for the time of its duration, our vrf- 
fel was very much agitated. The duty of ray f tation required me t» 
be upon deck, and after fevcral hours kbof, -I returned fuddcniy to 
niy cabin, where 1 found Hafian with his arms twijied round tiie= 
Waift of Zaidc, while her head reclined upon his (houldcr. 

*' They were too much engaged in convcrlation to obfcrve my ap« 
'ppoach ; and fomething tender that v/as fa id by -one of them, was 
anfwacd by a kiis. 

•• My blood ran bo'riing through my veins ; and I have wondereS 
vrith ra^fclf that I did not pierce them both at once : but excefs of 
pailion produces a calm. I filently withdrew in a deririumot rage; 
and medi tated for fome plan of , excr uciati ng i cvenge, that fliOuJd 
fcarcfa for every nerve, and wring it with agony. 

'^ From this I fopn turned to enjoy, in my then state of mind, a 
hipre refined mode of revenge. " He (hall expire gradually bcfde 
my eyes,'* faid 1 to myfclf. " She fiiall fee that roifeatc colour fadc^ 
awayy and his meaning eyes fink into inadimatioR ; his vqicc ihali 
feU hini in cxprcfsions of tcnderncfs ; and, in place of a body 
fcorching with the flames of pafsion, (he ftiall clalp in hw arms an 
icy and mot;onlefs lump of day. He (hall then bitiid m her^bcd; 
h^ (hall be the partner of her voyage; and, when we reach land, I 
will confine hei* ir» a chamber with this bbjtft of loatliing, and daily 
Ihali (he watch the progrefs of putrcfcency.** 

*' 1 haftened to e:^cute this infernal projeft, blinded by an unac- 
countable frenzy.. 1 concealed my (brpicions : and, pi opoling to re- 
sale after the late dorm, i' ordered no one to interrupt us in the great 
cabin during the entertainment, Z^ ide had accuftoriied Haflan to 
lit with lis at tabic, uiTder pretence of his youth, and this was 
amongft the fird things which excited' my fulpicibns. 

" During tlic fcafl 1 infui'ed fomc drops of a fubtile and incurable 
poilba into the (herbet of H'affan. 1 gazed upon his features, and 
invclmitarily felt pity for his youth and beauty^: but the cardies I 
had witncITed^rolc as a cloud Over my Hiilcs, and ftceled my heart 
to pity. 

** He raifcd the cup to his mouth. " 1 will drink," faid he, *' the 
health of my late mailer Hyi^dm ; as you have told me the people 
of Europe do." , 

** At the name of niy bother, 1 felt a fudden glow flufh over n>y 
£ac^- aud 1 made aa tfiort to itre;cb out my h^\dj to prcvciiC hiay 
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fig the fetal contcttts, >»htlc he drank the health' of Hyr^l^itT ; 

he had already fwallowj^more than luiJkient^ 

'/Theefieft^ were not immediate; and Zaide remarked to me," 

r much. Hquor improved the fparkle of the eye. Aflaih of Fiu 

lancdfrom mineatthcfe words^ which feemed to be an Infult 

nmy eaunefs : and I gazed upon them with rifiiig fatisfa€tion, 

lie idea that my revenge was begun. ^ 

' Take a gfafs of this Jerufalem wine," faU Zaide to ttie, ** J 

cafccrctto tell you, which you may as well know now, as latei'. 

ifi^fs, MuStapha, thatyou have been jealous of this little Qavc ?*• 

the lame liwe (he pdaccd her hand upon his ihoulder. 

' Confulion, Madam I" cried J, starting up. ** Do you injiurc 

[infult me too ?*' . 

k In place of anfwering me d*ire€lly, (he broke out int« a fit of 

ghing/ which raifcd my ftiry into raviug. 

1 1 entreat your p*rdon,'v laid (he, when flie feared The had prii- 

icd too far. *' You fhall know our fccret— This little Haffan is 

ir niece Zara,*' ; • ' ' 

* Thclc latal woi-ds deprived me, for roroe'inonicnts, of all fenfa- 
1. My ideas whirled in dreadlul confufion ; and, clofing my eyes, 
ink forward with my head upon the table. Zslide uttered a iry 
:his unexpe6Vcd incident ; but her attentioti was dVverttd from me* 
the iiiddcn ftuihin^^ and palenels of Zara,. whofe heart fwelled and 
vtcd with t|ie palpitations of death. 

^ I raifed my head aroulcd by the cries of Zaide. My two flaves 
1 into the cabin— I (hoiild have {a<.tfir.ed them in ny frenzy, if 
y had not precipitacely fled. Holy Prnphct! wh^t were the fccl- 
sofmy foal at that moment I The flowinp: rhiglcts of Zara'^ 
^'hairfcll down behind her turban, md the robe (he I ad unfortu- 
elv affumtd being of^'u tr> give I kt breath, her fine neck and 
ving breall too fully proved ?hc truth of ^aide's affcrtion. 

* What horror ipn* cad over iTkf, when I taw all her loVcIy fea- 
•es diftortcd with pain, aUiJ knew that no antidote on earth had 
•ver xo favc her. ' f curfed my own folly,ran4 '.he f>ranf^e difguifc 
ich had led to itr and fc^rccly could the tears a; id lamentinos of 
ide prevent me from cpainiiitinj^ violence on my fel F.. Zura every 
imeut lou fome portion of life; h r utt«sia.icc tailed, her fen (eS 
re bewildered, her liirbs were convuirvd, aiid the powe;ful drug 
jok every nc vc througli heHraine, 

** Na vv.irds can cxpr is the agonies that rent my fouf, when I 
i«!d her expire r ** Wretched Zairie!" cried f, *' Ice th-. efftifts 
y..ar tbolilh conceal werttotthf pci Inn i-f in> niece i Wl o ihall 
•oinit t'> my bratlier tor tlvs event? Now will he have to mourn 
r It^is F both his rh'ldten." 

^^ A. as I" rep''.d ZiJc, w-vping bitterly, '' i was hei" ardent dc- 
s, if ;^'jT4blc, .u :cc Spiij, wliivii iier uiiwr hus fo ottcii ciauwd 



to her as a land bf paradiCial luxury ; and (he had fonib hope .that 
chance miftht lead her to difcovcr hcrlolirtjrother Ali. Slie^kncw th*t 
neither Hyradln nor yourfelf would have entered into her prcjed, 
and I have unfortunately been tlw infliumcnt of her deflrudltoD^'^ 

, " I called in the {lave% and gave orders that the body ihould be 
laid in a chcflr^'^h perfumes and Ipicet to prcfcjvc it till oiir nmi 
to Tetuan t but the fuperflitious mariners inljftedjthatlbmcraistor* 
tuiie would bcial us : an^ thus I was obliged to make the ntsnt 
fhorc> as 1 could not thiuk of committing to the devouring fiflietft 
precious a body. We concealed from the flaves that Zata was other 
than the flave HafLn, and you became a -witnefsof her irregular i*^ 
terment." 

While I condoled with Muftapha, who (hcd tetrsiis he rocouirlrf 
the good qualities of his neice we mere interrupted by a £jddea 
fhoUt upon dcckj and an hurrying none: wliich gave us tomt appre» 
hcnfion that a new difturbance had arilc». We flew upon dtck viA 
our fabres drawn^ and foon learned the caufe of the alaniif -by per- 
ceiving a large SpaniOi vcfljel between us and the fhore« 

She bore down upon us, and, from her ii«e, left os^o chance of 
cfcaping; ihe being, a fliip of ^he line* and our v^el only a gallcjt 
with oars. 

^'^ 1 fhal! how,^ faid Mustapha to rac, , ^| have to depend on yoa ' 
in my turn for protcdlion. Fate is frowning upon mc; an^ 1 am 
willing to fuficr, that 1 may atone for my own cxcclles : but 1 in* 
treat you, by our friendOiipj to pioteA the unhappy Zuidekom 
infult.'*; 

I had fcarce ticpe to make my alfurances, before the longrboat of 
the man of war came afong fide, and, our coloui^. having bceff 
struck at tbcir fiist (hot, the) boarded usivithout any oppofitioB<« 

The Spaniards, in the triumph of fo ^fy a conquest, began to 
exult, and to commit feverai outrages beneath the honor of the 
Spani(T> nation. ' I repcfcnted to them, that tumult ill became true 
honor : but this was, not the moment of reaion» . 1 hastened back 
to The cabin, Mustapha having furrcridcred, andibr the first time 
beheld Zalde, to whom I offered my protciStion. 1 condudicd her» 
flicdding tears upon deck, and demanded in a tone of firmncfs to 
fpeak to the fuperior officer. I instantly knew him to have bec«a 
ptrfon Ihad formerly fervtd, and who in fadl owai his statiwi tff 
my interest. > 

This was a fortimate circuniFtancc, as his authority and ray re- 
prefciitatlons restored the Tailors to^thdr fenles ; znd the galley being 
run along fide the Spaniard, we went on board, and were infoduccd 
to the commander* My influence procured a fcparatc cabin for 
Mwstupha and his lady : ibr whatevef 1 might place to tht account 
of gratitude, I Could not forget that he wus- brother to the kdy,. 
>vhorc portrait had &> much engaged met 



A feir Wind xraftcd us t6 the little harbor of Ccuta, where 1 foiini 
tny troops, and our meeting' \vas alike uncxpeflcd. The duty they 
]bad to perform w^s haraflTing j the; Moors fcemmg^ refolved to finim 
m ficK«t which, for duration, rivalled that of Troy. I procured 
Mi>st^pha the freedom of the town 5 but having been aecurtomed to 
iFoving, and that U(X)n an ever-varying element, the confinement of 
the fort preyed upon his health. 

I determined to ufc my endeavors to procure his exchange or efcape ; 
Ifeut the cloienefs of the ficgc, and the vigilance of the garrifon, ren- 
dered it nearly impofliblc to quit theplacc. My fituation as cap- ^ 
tarn of a regiment allowed me many liberties, when my foldiers 
wcr« on duty : but then the atufe of tfepfe liberties was equal to a 
{brf<^i|fe ot a parole ot honor ; "ind on that point fricndfhip had no 
powei'. 

1 exstminedf day after day, the fortifications. At a distant part 
ixnp V^here my men were stationed; 1 obl'erved a part of the works 
ivhich w^c old, and appear cd'eafy to be fca]«l. A foUtary centinel 
kept watch. 1 entered into converfation with the roan on guardi 
jind leamtthat he had been three years in the fort. 

•/* It has been my lot,'^ faid he, after other ctrcOurfe, ** many a 
tunc to trace^this rampart backward and forwards.: the winds have 
whistlal round me, and the lightnings have fallen at my feet ; but all 
this was nothing to what I fuflered the last tilrie 1 was on duty at 
this station.'' ■' " < 

** What was that my friend?*' inquired I ; <* was you taken ill 
Upon your post ?»» 

•* No," replied he, kbking cautioufiy round him. *' I was \vaik«. 
ing along this old wall^ and looking over the distant country by 
inoon-light,when Ifaw an oid foldier of the huflars coming (lowly 
forward. It was near midnight, and I knew there Were no fcldicra 
of that dcfcription in the fort, which made me wonder the more. 

" Well, well/* faid I, << who was it ?" 
, ** That voH fhall hear in due time," anfwered he, looking round 
through the dufkinefs of night. ** 1 thought to, be lure it was fomc 
ipy, or fomc foldier newlv arrived, and wns j^olng to chafl? « p,e him, 
■ whenhefuddenly stopped taring me, and I perceived round his hel- 
met a circle of Wue fl.tme. I (hou!d have fnrpofed it ti^etrfflcls of 
Hglnning,, which often play-s upon.the point of my bayonet, but no 
.-clouds hung above us : nnd I instantly knew it to be the devil-*' ' 

^' By Wha*- markf*' faid T. 

. ** What could he plainer ?*' rctiimd he. ** I faw the lancing fire 
play round his helmet ; 1 lirjclt the bum'mg fulphiir, wliich I am 
told is to him like perfume : and his frightful countenance fixed mc. 
towhere IstiX3d. He moved by me without my having power .to 
«ttcr a word. I faw him advnn :e and dcfcend into tlie well, whi^h' is' 
in tl;e angle of yonder bast'on : and I h^d no doubt but it was BcU 
^buU> cowing to fpy t)ut tor his friends the Moors." 
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«< Has any other pcrfon," (kid I, "fccn this phantom? Did 
you examine the well afterwards I Arc you certain you were not 
deceived?" 

Re was piqiied at my doubts; and, to cottfirra the truth of hif 
story, added feveral ridiculous and abfuid circumstances, whidi 
fhook my beliet'in the whole. 1 learned, hQ.wcver9 that two of his 
comrades liadfccn the fame appearance; though he aflu*«d me, xhnf 
would not fpeak to any body about it, for feai*^of being laughed at. 

My curioiity was arout'ed at this incideut ; I took the names d 
his comrades, whh the dcRgn to fearch the truth of tliis story, l 
question^ thofc foldicrs apart on the following day, endeav«M-ingt9. 
dive into the juggle if there was one ; but their anfwei-a were fo rfr 
ferved, that they only fcrved to confirm me in the faA. . 

i had a defire to be witUcfs myfelf of this incident, hit tbqf 
started a thoufand difficulties. One of tliem obfer^, tliathc bclitv^ 
cd it to be thefpcdlre of fomefoldier, whofe flccjeton laid In thewdL 
Thcfe foldicrs refuled to have ahy concern in my propoi'cd prcgeft 
of fpeaking to this fpritc ; and i rcfolved to apply to Frfuwiieo^^whs 
feemod to have none of that my ster y about hi m* 

1 repaired to hi« lodgings, and lenrnt that the night had paffed 
away without alarnr. Again he repeated to me every particular of 
the drds and manner of thisfingular perfonaget 

On the fourth night it would again be the turn of Francifoo tt 
Watch on the battlements. *< Keep you fccret till then,'* faidlj 
'* your comrades do not circulate the story • We will cfladcaTor to find 
out the truth; it is mest likely fome fellow who is playing tricki 
for the fake of a ramble by moonjight*** • 

Ipartedfrom him, and hastened to inform Mustaplia of the incident* 
** Wliatprcvents your perfdnating this old huHar?" fud I ; ^' you 
will pnls without question into the wclli which I havd examined,.atid 
which IS admirably adapted for conceahncnt till you find-opporto* 
nity to cfcape into,tl>c camp. When there, you may deadly find 
means to ranfom Zaide, who fhalV remain undtr my protcftion*'- 

'* Will it not be facrileg-t,'* faid he, ** to take upon me the ^if« 
of i fpirit ? Will not fome raifchicf attend me^ . And how .can I 
imitate thefulphureous flame around my head ?'* 

** That we may omit," anfwcred 1.—'* 1 fee nothing to prevent 
fucccfs. 1 will be with theicntinal, and prevent pur fuit* FortUneor 
fate has fuggcsted the means of your flight ; and pointed out to you 
the path that must lead you to liberty.'* 

" But if 1 am to remain here/* anfwered he, " all I can do will 
J5c without cffca.*V ^ . 

*^ And if you are not to remain here," replied I, " the finallcst 
effort wi II be fuffident." 

" This fine argument convinced him : and, after fettling fome pax* 
t^culais relative to 2^ide^ he agreed to follow my diredb'ons* 
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CHAPTER II. 



>I PREPARED ah tiuflar's drefs, whkli I had fome difficulty 

procure; and having drcfTcd Muftapha, I cauiai him-to praftilc 
teattitudcs he wastooblcrvc, inordcr toinfpirc the greater tear, 
ic was much concerned at leaving Zaide l^ehind him; thmigh he no 
DDger felt for her that ardour of attacbincnt which hadbui ncd in h» 
oforo before the iinfbrtui>ate advcaiture of Zara. — So danpc. ons is it 
» women to tamper with a paflioH fo cafily laifed and fo traiificnt 

1 its nature. 

I had no doubt of being able to procurchcr a conveyance to Tctu\n; 
t which place he propolcd to meet her, if he did not before find 
leans of her ranfom. 

The night at length arrived ; and, having made every preparation, 
hastened before him to the rampart. It was dark, the moon be- 
ng hi the wane, and Francilco was hot a little fatisfied at my 

** 1 counted the tedious minutes, Maftro,*' faid he; " the wind 
hatters on the battlements, and I began to fear the appearance of 
his dead, hufia'r.'' _ „ . 

<< Had he been alive, you might liavc had more reafon to fear - 

« No, no," replied he^ standing firm ; ** it is bccauic he is dead 
hat I fear hinu J do tliink there is a storm brevying in ihc air«<— 
iVdl, let it blow ; 1 do not value a tcinpcst." 

*♦ Nor i,*' anfwcrtd J. — '* Soldiers Ihoujd be invulnerable to wind 
nd weather. At what hour does tliis (pcdlrc appear?" 

** About midnight. — All thcl'c wandeiing beings cboofeth-it hour* 
The noon of night — when all maukirid arc fuppofed to-be at rest, 
fhcy do not much love company I fancy"' 

«' Very likely/' anfwcrcd I, 

** Hulh!" laid he,in a low voice, leaning on his arms, andlistcn- 
ig to a distant step. 

'*' What do you h( ar?'* faid I : '^ do ghosts tread heavy ?" 

** I know not,'* anfwcrcd lie, in a whifper ; " but listen— I tliought 
licard afoot fall.*' 

We remained filent and listenings the night being too dark to fee 
t any great distance. '' Gall the watcli*word,*' faid I, *' and fire 
' yon receive no anfwer.'* 

*' Fire]** repeated Francirco— " Of what ufe would.thatbc?— I 
'OuWrot quarrel with tlie fpirit* No, no, as my comi-ades tiud 
he other day. Let him alone, 'tis as well to have friends every way* 
altcii !— 1 9m ccitain a step draws near/' 



Mnstapha at last appeared. His niotKnis were majestic ai 
prcfsive : and he paflld b> us with a folcnn step, prcfcrving f 
The hair of Fiancilco bristlecj up, anjd he (ceratd fixed to xhi 
with terror, watching the (uppoi'ed ipcdirc as it moved to the 
had marked, where the defcent was eafy , and he was fooii i 
©urvkw. 

*' Now will you belidve?^* faid Francifco; |*^ novf you ha^ 
with your own eyes? but he had no flame playing ro»nd hisl] 
and ht fecmed in my eyes much taller.** 

^ Is it not the lame then V* iaid L " Why did you no 
Icngeit?" 

" Becaufc I had not power to move— I Was rivcttcd tothc gnc 

I felt Ibmcthing likefhaiaie at this exprefsion. Itconvin^ 
that what 1 had hcrctofoie attributed to the benun^ing. pQi 
fupcrnatural appearance, aroic in fa€l trom excels of tcrnor, 
fufpendcd tlic powers of adlion iii the animat'cco. omy* 

1 stood iilcnt and thoughtful » while thcfc reflexions paffct 
me. Francifco did not attempt to interrupt my reverie, be 
that 1 partook in his tears : and while we thus stood,, the r 
choly tones of the castle bell striking twelve, fprcad upon the 
of midnight, and gave birth to retieftions, which arc only to 
in particular iituations. 1 vva6 fast entcrii^ into a folcmn t\ 
thought, when Francifco fuddcniy took meby the^rro, tt 
mc from my reverie; 

** Heaven ar.d the Holy Apost'cs be our guard 1" faid he ; 
could \\ have been that pafed us? Here comes the fiist*ij 
with the fulp!)ureoUi flame cJ-'ound his helmetl*' 

I tuined my head to look along the rampart; and per 
indeed, the light of a blue steady flame, waving like a faint 



piearancd. A lowering frown gathered on his bjow, but I was not 
ibus to be intimidated i and, drawing my (word, 1 relblvcd to have 
4t lounge at this buffar. He stood still at my motion : a misty 
xhud of fuIphurcQUs vapour gathered round him, and completely 
iCQBccalcd him from fight. 

I repented my raflmels when I beheld this phenomenon. Fran- * 
eifco fell upon the ground, 'and I rcriiaincd in uncertainty, while 
the huffar, enveloped in a cloud of fmcke, which left a train behind, 
.noved along the ramparts. ' He approached the b«ftion, beneath 
..which was the well where Muftapha lay concealed* Apprehenfivc 
.for his lafety, I roufed my reloliition, and followed. 
: : The figure defcendcd the unevtn and bioken wall into the well, but 
Jl0|med a few paces down, confounded at the fight of Muftapha, who 
ftood jyith his dark lantern open, beneath tome interwoven bitmibles. 
£. ^ His fudden ciy tletcrmincd rac. I followed fword in hand down 
, ;thc ftecp, and io fimilar were the drcflcs, that, for a moment, I icarce 
knew which was Muftapha, till I perceived the waving flame which 
-.played opon. the hehuet of the huflar. 

The ftranger no longer found mt»ns of evaiion, and, (huddcring 

at the fight 6f MuHapha, who appeared to him as rifing from the 

.Well to punith him for afluming a familiarity with the dead— They 

i ilobd gazing upon cac-h other in mutual ccffifufion ^hd aftonifliment* 

However my fcnfcs might have been deluded, I had »o lonRer rca- 

fon to doubt the impofture ; and making fiercely at him, with my 

fabrc pointed at his.throat, I vowed inftantly to difpatch him if he 

made the fmallelt rcfiftance. 

" FcrnaBdo dc Cocllo,'* faid he, in a firm tone of voice, " 1 call 
npon you, in the name of the lady whofe pifture^ou wear, tp iuf- 
pend your arm ! This moment, it is true, I am in your power : but 
i^cre you to ftrike, in two minutes you would be a dead man." 

^Mrapofiibre I", replied 1, not a little confoimdcd at his fingular 
words. *• Who ar« you that boaft of fuch powers?" 

'^ I am he who knows the fccrets of your heart. I know the 
HO'lnies of Don Padilla; and the fortunes of the Lady Zidana, 
wliofe piiJ^urc you admire.'* 

** Tell me,'* cried Muflapba, m tlie grcateft impatience, "tell 
itie, f eritrca^ where I may find that long loft fifterd— Is flic living 
or dead?** 

*^ The Tofcshave longfincefadcd from her check," faid he; " the 
lustre has vanilhed ft^om her eye*: ; and the beauty of her perfections 
is withered.'* 

f'Then fhe is dead!** cried Mustapha. " Fatcjis unconqucraUe/' 
** You play upon us,** faid I, " by your cvafive implies j lay, is 
Lady Zidana living or dead ?" 

" She lives,'* replied he. — ^ She refidcs at my castle :«— but this is 
ntVbiX the tune nor the place for detail. I am Almonfor^ the tni:; 
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"i - veiling phyCician you once met with in Spain. I was then tr 

; ing the country for intelligence.*' 

\ " You arc then a fpy," cried I : " honor will not allow e 

\ Hiffcr your cfcapc.** 

' " You cannot prevent it," replied he. ^* Have yoii npt al 

i iccn feme of the effcds I cah produce by chymical fecrets? J 

^ only to break this fmall tube of glafs, which 1 hpld in my \ 

\ to rtrike you at my feet. You are yonng, Fernauiio, and igii 

' of the world; but you will learn expcriciKsc: and the tini< 

j come when you will know me to be a powerful friend. 1 \ 

\ tnany fecrets befi^e thofc of chcmiftf y. I will be your guide, 

. ' taphij to the camp ; where you will meet a perfon you will b 

tofcc'» . 

V " Hcmemberi" faid I, " that I am here Qation^ in behalf < 

f^ country ; and, that whoever approaches thefc walls in hoftile^ 

I will meet the oppofition of my arm." 

; I took leave ot my friend and Almonlbr; afcending tlw 

parts, not a little astonifhcd at the powers of this fingwlar 
who Icemed almost to rife above his fpccics. I found Francii 
lost in a deep fwoon. I called to the next guard, and had Him 
care o£L 

I took upon myfelC to arrest the two foldicrs, who were in 
with AUnonfor to deliver up the tovh>to the Moors; and thi 
day they luffered the reward of their treachery, in fight of th 
iijy'scamp, 

I procured, with no little difficulty, the freedom of Zaidc 
ihc was rent with a flag of truce to Tetuan. The Moors £ 
tjiat their stratagem had been difcovered, and the faulty bast: 
paired, rcfolved to try the effcdls of a general storm. 

. We had no apprehcnfion of the_event, our garrifon being { 
men ; and we prepared to receive them with alacrity.— Wc 
by oiir.fpics, the day thcaffault would be attempted. 

The morning opened with a fire from three batteries j very i 
plied, and fo c6nftru6lcd as to do us little mifchief. The n 
niufic founded along the ramparts, the fireaming banners wavi 
trembled in the wind, and the drums beat to arms. The whoU 
was in Contiiiion : the infirm, the women, and children i 
cries of terror; and endeavored to hide themfelves in place 
<:ottl4, have given them no fafcty. The uproai* became uni 



le wia^ls, and mounted with raging Moors, tticy were daflied 
;ipitately down the rocks, or fmotl^crcd in the iircams of blood 
ch flowed in the ditches: yet they continued to faccecd each 
:r with unabated frenzy. 

Lt the ncjct flation to where I was commanding, feme danngfcl 
s gained a footing on ^he' battlements, followed by thofe behind 
n, like a fwarm of bee?, without a vifiblc fupport but by each 
T. The fpldiers fell back, and a cry of victory aniongd the 
ilants, at once ftruck terror into our troops, and animated their 
iwith a ferocity that threatened to bear down coolncfs and ikilU 
'lie governor of the place fortunately arrived^ when the late of 
garrifon depended on a moment. He was fupported by a troop 
i?cterans, which had been judicioufly relervcd for emergency, 
ollow me, Fcrnand®," cried he; "draw off all the men you 
Ipare, and we will drive thcfc bsirbarians into the ditches." 
; felt myfelf reafTured at this f{>eech. I endeavored to infpire 
troops with cqujil confidence ; and we marched forward in irre- 
bleanayi and in as much order as if wc had been upon the 
ade. ■ ^ , 

)ur engineers brought an eightecn-poundcr, loaded with canifter 
C, to,bear upon the rulhing ciowd, which threw %hem into ccu- 
on. Our men then doft-dwith pikes and bayonets, forming an 
>cnetfablc line which turned the ftream, broke the mad fui-y of 
attack, and drove them lik« a flock of (licep over the ramparts, 
the few minutes they had been in polVcftlpw of the wall, they 
broken down fo much as to rnake a conrrdcrablc breach, through 
ch we had to drive the main body backwards upon a preiling 
kvd, which hemmed them round, and fcarce allowed their retreat* 
Phc flandard of Mahomet was dipped in blood, and heaps of 
erablc wvctches filled tlie trenches. Led pn by tlie ardour ot con- 
rtj wc (luck upon their rear, till we found ourfelves in the open 
in, oppolcd-by a multitude, who again raUicd, and turned upoii 
mxh fury. " 

[was debating, whether to^ endeavor to retreat, or fight till a 
/ fortic lliouJd be made from the garrilbn, when, a barbarian, 
unted'on a fine Arabian couvfer, ruHicd upon me with a long 
ar, to fix me to the ground : by a fortuwate blow of my fabre, I 
ick the handle of his fpear in two, and tumbling with tiie force 
his thrnft upon the ground, 1 dragged him froJii the faddle, and 
unted in his place — waving my hand to my brave Ipldiers, who- 
hed forward to fupport me. 

Frefli troops having reinforced us froM 'the garrifv)n, a long and 
ody engagement cnfued, with variety of fuccefs, and drcadfiil 
igbtcr on both fides. 1 will not vaunt to you my own exploits ; 
I Imve witneffed my pei formanccs in a field of \3i^^\s.^ '^Ci^'^Js^ 
lit was ijot the Icall in whkh 1 W^ Wrv «a^^^^% 
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in kis w.^y» i lie: en 
' my fproj; but, cy 

' 1 wilhmil tUc ifu.vlkit wound J artil ^ 

. T 3 [inofl out o f fight of the Ibr t ef CJ 
cdiiiiii rjigcd bcliiiid nic. A cJ 
: conibatants i and I Aood flill 
I hLUimn tVcMKv. Tlic flaflics of il . 
irttijfls of ligfitmiig through ail h<:^^ 
Ma*<rc3uig roar of tbccchoii^g vdlitr* tnnt^ticu urc ^ 

Moors brr"'' *^ " '^^ *^V'i and fearing mhei 

^vvil, 1 tin rnv aiUrlVr^ ilyii^g ov«f j 
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I -.ri apfi J lni-j;>ot, bcfidc tTit gri'-v 

' uilmc. llic rfiar of bittlc h 
letiirncd to Sjiaiii, to jiiy ' 
<!/ tiiivcU mi^ht tcmi'inatc I ,. r y 

ftmung liiii'} ludi ai the {furiruit which liitil ptacrvcd 
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v^ groimci, 
»..^l»oc. 1 j< J I ill red the l;igicity ot ihc t 
SouiKi twTccTVfd tlic dcdiuc ui' d.iy, and hi 
vltfdi f|^t cad bctwcaj y$ oi^d any pUa; of rtf ek« 



in] 



* 1 irofc at his fummons," and began- to urge him to retrace the road 
wc bad paffcd : but he, probably knowing the diredion to the inte- 
rior of the country and^his native plains, rctufed to obey my defircs j 
and plunging with me into the (Irtam, Iwam over and began to gaU 
lop, unchecked by the reins. 

'' . I \vas altogether eafy at this adventure, for I remembered our cs:- 
curfion in the boat to the Moori/li cafHe ;andj while 1 rodeforward," 
I could not avoid, in my own mind expcdling fome fingular termi- 
nation of this day *s journey. It was impoffiblc in thefc fandy and 
barren plains to quit the horle ; for I miglit tlien wander and perifh,. 

- without ever meeting an haman d wen ing, 

• He continued at his own Ipccd, and the fun fct upon this ocean 
of fand. 1 now began to tremble, left the tygcrs and hyenas, whicH 
haunt the dcfiirt, fjiould iccnt us on the tainted gale. Hanger be- 
gan to prcfs upon me; all 'the horrors of dreary folitadc began to 
crowd upon my mind, and £U my fancy with the darkefriorcbodlc- 
ings. I had no knowledge of thccoHntry. I might, perhaps, be 
gomg forward tb the great dcfert, where 1 muil inevitably perifhj 
and py foul (huddercd at the terrible idea. 
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WHILE I thus gave Idofe to all the in. -^cs of a despairing 
mind, 1 beheld, atadiltancc, a dark objeft, which broke the cori 
thiuity of the horizon, and infpircda faint ray of hope that Ibmc 
Ivibitationof man was nigh. The moon was not yet arifen. I'lic 
wide and unfearchaye wHdernefs was bordered around witli imper- 
vious obfcurity, which gradually brightened into the deep azure of 
the heavens, fcattcrfcd with l\ars, that burnt with a iuflrc unknown' 
in Europe; and which, in thei^' fervid regions where humidity is 
«dialcd by the blaze of day, ferve to 'render night bcautiftil, and' 
alinbfl to di fpen fe w ith the mild beams of the moon . 

As I approached nearer this dark and fliapelels obje(fl, which had 
inf^^ircd me with hope, 1 perceived a more regular Ibrm of building ; 
the confuted mafs breaking into wa^lls and battlements, witii a qua- 
drangular tower at either corner. . ' *. 

Iwasfurprired to meet, in the midrt of a defer t, where no tree 
was to be found, a building ly^hidi fcemcd the work of eftchantmcnt.1 
A ayftal l\ream flowed over golden i'aiids, and crept around its walls, 
watcrip^ and refrcfliing an extcnd^l pkntation of delightful vcrdufc;. 
and a fiagrance fo Hrong, that \ could'catch it upon the breezes of 
the night, informed me of the beauties of its cultivation . 

My courfci' fnufled up the frefhmfs of the ilrcara j vu-y umvUfc^ 
%%. 
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ingly attending to the (auntering motions ef mqinrtiigx^ution.' 1 
had to learn what reception would be given to a llrangct iu this foli- 
tary abode, where fuipicion fccmed to have united with jdcafurcia 
forming a retreat. , 

«L drew near the caflle : from whence no light flione upon tlie 
dreary wafle, noi: any found of inhabitant invited the weary travel- 
ler to the hofpital table. I marched tny horfe round one fide of the 
building, without perceiving the gate ; and began alnioft to. believe 
that fomc giant or necromancer was thjc mafter of the cuftle. 

While fftood giving wings to my fancy, the folemnmoonraiftd 
Its filTcr aeiccnt amongft tlie (lars ; and my mind was delighttd* 
with the awful grandeur of the figlit. I looked towards the fiir- 
jprcad plain of ftcrilcfands, where all was oMcurity, -^nd danger* 
and doubt; and my foul fcemcd to ftart from the.fuggtftions of 
fancy. 1 turned towai-ds this grand pile of building ; and the la- 
bors of man excited wonder, mingled with regret at the ncceJiity of 
ib formidable a preparatioH for fafety. 

While I was thus employed, a gentle ftrain of niirBG, inovipg 
upon the breath of night, awoke my attention, and recatlvd the in- 
vifible m in ftrde 1 had heard upon the fca-fhorc to mcmoiy.^ It 
ceafed, and a few irregular notes feemcd to prelude a pierforjuaro^. 
1 advanced cautioufly j;owards that fide of/tlic tower, and through 
a iMirrow unglazcd window, C9U Id diftern the faint oBtlinej; bi a!i 
human form: but tiie light -was too vobfcure 16 diftingwifh witli 
ccriainty; 

After playing over a few airs, fomc light and foiTic fad.4 tWititc 
yi'as laid alidc,. and I heard diHindly thcie words : ' • * ^ 

AIR. 

The evening bceze, llic mprning air/ 

Liberty breathes and moves at pleailirc; 
The lark that foars aloft may lliarc 
^ Every fweet of natuic'streafurc. 

But wanting liberty, what can charm T 

Not life itfelf is worth poflcfiing: ' » 

Liberty p<5veity can di farm, * 

,~ . AjuI wide diffufe incrcale of-bklKng. 

T had learned fufficicnt of the Moqrifli dialc<El on board wltb 
Muftaph2,.andfihccroy arrival at Gcjjta, to undcrftand perfedly . 
vvliat might be fpokcn and to hold converlation ; fy that I was not 
at a Ipfs for an int;erpretcr tp thi/ little air : Which the pcrfon no 
fooncr liniflied than ihey withdrew, leaving me again without hi)pe 
of gaining admiiTion.; as from the words of the (biig, I fuppcfed i: 
y;>. haw bccu I'ur.g by 5i,Pi:ifcncriiii the to\Vcr«. 
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I waited vicir an- liour^ m liOpcs tlwy might again appear , vtwt tii 
this! was difeppointcd ; proceeding in my fearch round the castle,^ 
The river formed a moat wholly round "it. On thcapppfitc fide I dif- 
covcred a draw-bridge, but it was drawn up. It Was impofsible to 
gain admifTion over the lofty walls. So miicb fecurity bcfpokc tlic 
great iufpicion of tlic owner; and I fhould have turned away from 
this ia^)regnablc building, had any other reiburce been nigh. 

I stood on tlie brink ot the stream, meditating various projcfts* 
My courier had 'long (hewn ligns of impatience, but now he w^ 

-nott© be reftrained ; plunging at once int« the river, he fwani with 

-^afe to thcother fide, and landed me Mc in the outcr^ourt of the caf. 
tie. Ipaufedto liften, looki% round me witli apprehenlion; no 

.^uard appeared on the watch, and the mhabitahts were totally-iilcnt* 
. 1 difinounted, and hanging the bridle over my arm, procewd for^ 
wand- ' No creature Jof any dcfcription fcemed to be abr»ad ; and f be 
caKelcffnefi of the watch ill agtcdl with the ftrcngth of the fortrels.^ 
1 gained the inner court, tracing my way by the light of the heavciis* 
I ventured to call ; ^but an hollow echo alone returned reply. I 

, proceeded to the gate, it was firmly clofed ;.. and having knoijkcd 
fcveral time?, I was aftoniftied that no perfoi^ anfwerea the fujn- 
iBons, My courier fetmcd to fecond my endeavors, ftriking his 
hoof upon the ground and neighing. ^«^SUrely,'* thought J, be- 
twe^n fear and admiration, ** this b a wonderful caftle : and did I 
believe in talcs of magic, this were fufficient to create alarnu" It 
was now past the hour of midnight, as 1 judged by the moon. . 

**i will hazard every tliing/^feid 1 to myfclf* "lean prove 
the carcleflhcfe of thelilaves, and my ignorance and naccfsity must 
cxcule my daring." 

II eft the gate, and moving round the courtj-'examined carefully 
where it was pofsiWc to enter, but there were no windows^ On the 
ground floor. Hound thp upper windows ran a balcony, where in 
martial times or holidays the gentrj^ cf the place, might fit under 
cover, or behind the lattice^work, to view the exhibitions in the yard. 
It was fome moments- before I could form any device to dimb this 
balcony ; when 1 rccolIcd\ed,~that by the afsistancc; of my woiwi^r* 
Jul liorfe i might pofeibly fuccced. 

I imiled to mj^felf as I led him beneath the balcony, I mounted 
on hi« back, and withlbmc'difRculty made good my landing. £ 
ffiould "have traverfcd the balcony, but I found it divided \^ a-strong- 
partition : no doubt tb prevent intrufion upon the ladies* fide. 

A few paces brought me to a little door^ which I 'found open; 
and venturing forward in the dark> 1 pafled through ftveral apart* 
mcnts, every moment liftening to hear if anyonecamenigh-^but 
all remained profoundly ftill; 

I now began to fufpl^l that fome mifchief was abroad. That I. 
4x^ eitkr iiunibM on tliclbrtn;^ of robbers^ .who roightbe out on 



h be f^lf iiTwn ibc tabic*— *^ V 
. c ^t licni t 'lis i^tj i^ t) dog« arc d cv i 

nnjaJatdy Judged rbnt the Bnftiaw Nvasatthc Hc/ite t"^f Cti* 
v f Jfl f Tfi t lie proi JH tl there Tn«i s ofl « ' i ^ 
1 1 : mrc t ranqui 1 1 n i n i au > audi 1 1 

ii* |^ MM- 1I1JIJ111K1 I /n aj poflililci Inratowcd to nmny crK^'siu,Nn? 
tlif, wine, ilwt B«uritUtu waa very Ihartty ui asmclittJcr 

ruiiity to make obfeivati<5T*e* t had rmd^ 

mfT on tbcabEl-ncctjf their vn,-.'tfr. T-irTIt! 
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i y vi i\ic iiicJtnu, inade uk i> 
a luinch of kcyjj from Bcf^i'idJcEi, 

'HI, I (rpctJftl adoorfippofite tu th;.it: ;vhi<!j 1 

Tlje p;i!T:i;^c \va« lighttd with limps^ and [ici fuinr^ 
fcentcd tijc air» I fltall not attempt to d<icribc 
tiinf^Hificcntc cl: every apartn^tnt 1 pidlcd ; in cat 
a To ui 1 ta 1 n r a d i iTd rem (^r «ii d' it ^ fi np, ar ot md a tic t r ^; • r l i > 
iitls, jiiij, by k$ ibundt snvitlTijj to (qjufr, 

Isvcry ch:^iTilxr W;is llghfcd Ly a lai|;c lamp firom llif ''"'' 
nrpc.trcd in my cy« more fpltiidid thiui the first- 1 !■ 
ofinii-.l. I,-,] i^ne imoa Toom himg with ide-cobur'''-^ r^ 
^ J at <;ach rorner ui a br-izen stand ^ (^ 

' j;ht ihrottg^ die chamber. On tmc 

t Oncmrd flowers^ unknown tome, bnti^h- 
pLTfumt: thit iiuitctl ilecp, Butj iiotwitli 
diuims toc»tchthr Wi\ndcnhj? fa^Ht, all my rtl'; 
tlic pcrfon of a btly^ who rcclini^ upon a rulc-c' ! 
inbe erf tia^iifpa rent pmple, which fell ovc^' a dfd^ ot the tiiu^; | 
Jii I Indi* can boaitot producing- ^ 

HiM' adiiih afi« form IcciDcdas if vifibk throti^hthc ■'■ ' •■ H 
a lid the beautiful moulding of an ftrmt which w^^ urn ■ 
cieiJtiy attested thr giac^a of the fkcping tVir* I ' 
of difiturbmg the, tranquility of her fiwnibers; : 
'' - It lb late an horn the iWald repolc upon a cuutu^ u.jtv 
• i:nf*!r lieit of the weaUicr, 
^ .icw>ictr to t.ikea irlcw cvf a face, uhicb ec^ul'^ ^"^' *'*»• 
ba lovely, but which a light vnl hid inmi niy tkw. 
tioufly neimovcd, aud tor a lime stood diirmiccd va 
hk rapturr* 

i bchdd die bcaut'^fMr&Uma, the Ittiagt ^f the poi r 
te^ prc&i vcd witii a lo¥ct*& aw; \s^^ W^ ^citt^ 
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loured forniturc, if pofsible, i-cndci-cd bcr bloom, more delicately 
iovcly ; and 1 could icarcc believe, that the forni I beheld was not 
of «dcstial moulding, 

■ My whole foul warabforbed in love, every pulfc beat witha new 
Icnfc of existence. I took the portrait in my hand* to trace tlio amaz« 
ing firaiiarity; and whcie there was a difiRirencc^ nature fcemcd to 
have made it with advantage. 

.^V Beautiful creature," fai^l to myfelf, "is it for this 1 have 
Ijecn conduced through fo. many dangers?— But where do I find 
tliee /—The inhabitant of an haram, and too probably the Have of 
fonic imperious and jealous tyrant. Wjretch that I am I not to dif- 
cpver this choicest treafure of the world, till perhaps it is impolsiblc. 
to attain ; or at least poIFcls it with honor.** ^ 

My agitation occanoncdrae to fpcalc aloud; and the lady awoke 
with a faint fcrcam of furprifc at thefiglit of a stranger. 

I funk involuntarily on one knee before her, repeating a thouland 
protestations to quiet her alarm, 1 flatter myftlf there was fonie- 
thing of iymmthy between our fouls. ■ She listened tp what I faid ; 
and I fanciea that a fmile difFufcd itfeif oVer her countenance. 

** Stranger," faid ftic, in a voice which founded in my car like a fc* 
raph*s, '?you arc perhaps ignorant of the danger you stand in,' fhouli 
the Baftiaw arrive, and difcover joii hcr«. tEIow you havepaflcd 
hither is a prodigy ; but destiny may prevent your return," if you - 
do not immediately comply with my deiirc, that you will do ib/* 

'* Lady," replied I, bowing, " what cU'c could you have afked 
which I would not have instailtly performed : but look on this pic- 
ture, and tell iw^ ij you ever faw the original?** 
. I gave the pit&ure into her hatid. — '* Grc^t Mahemet!" ex- 
claimed (he, *< the features rcfcmhle me.— I never, to my knowledge, 
fat to a painter."^ ^ 

" This charming painting,*' laid I, ** came into my poflcftion,. 
luany months fince, in a lingular way. 1 have fought for the ori- 
ginal with an interest 1 pretend not to defcribe : aiid now when i. 
train of wondeful adventures have-brought me into the prcfcncc of 
a. lady infinitely more lovely, think you — " 

" Hoid, Ibefcech you," faidfhc, blufhing; "do not pour upon 
^ me fuch unmerited compliments^ I am a poor wretched creature, 
though you fee me here furrounded with fplendor, and decorated 
with profufioiu? ' 

My first ideas flulhed upon 'wy mind, and I trembled whiie I re- 
pjicd— ** Is it poliib'c. Lady, that in the midst of all which might 
gratify the fcnfes, plcafc the fancy, and give a ehann to life ; pirf- 
fcfsing Uic favor, arid (baring the love of the Bafliaw, you can be 
unliappy?*' 

" IJis love,*' replied fhc, " is poifon to my foul j liis favorai are 
Jiateful to my eyes; and thcplcaiiircs which invite my fliaring, arc 
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dull and infipid.— Where constrtiiit is, there can be no reciprocal 

This {peech, in place of removing my fear?, incrcafcd my anxiety. 
I no longer doabted.; and an heavy ligh broke from my almost 
bunting heart. I found it impofsible to anfwcr ; and I gazed upoo 
her features, drinking Idve and deipair into my ibut. She perceived 
my cmbarraflment; and perhaps imputing it to the freedom of Jicr 
concluding Words, blulhod deeply, and feoned agitata withthongi^ 
Vfhich admitted no utterance. 

Thus, forforac time, we gazed upon each other mutually con- 
founded. 'Love furely can«^fpcak by the eyes; and the language 
they cxprcfs is univerlally understood without variation of idiom. 

1 read fufficient to infpirc nie with courage. 'V Perhaps, chann- 
ing lady ," laid 1, '* you havenot been fufficiently long within thcfe 
walls to be accustomed to their pleafurcs^? or, perhaps, jou arc tod 
rdRned in your fentinientfr of loVc, to (hare the obj^<A with others?" 

"No," anfwered (he, with a charming conhifion, **my heart 
never yet knew more than the name of love t J have neither parents, 
relations^ or friends.'^ 

*< Is it posfiblc," cried I, in an ecftafy of fatisfadion, ** are you 
not then the mistrefs of this Bafhaw?" 

« No, nor will I ever," replied fhe, with an cmotiqn of indigna- 
tion. •* Sooner will 1 be placed in thc^ meanest drudgiery of his pa- 
lace.—*! have the most profonnd averfion to him*" 

" Then let urfly/' cried 1, vrtlturing to touch her hand with the 
great^t rcfpe^. " Trust to the honor of a foldier,- and a SpaaJMtL*^ 

« A Spanianil" exclaimed flie, turning pale. •« 1 thought in- 
deed, you we a foccigner; but Spaniards I have been taught to 
bitft— Arc they all like you ?" 

• *^ it is reafonablc," rcplicdl, '' that you fhould detest my coun- 
trymen; yourfamily pofsibly fuffered-undcr that etlidt, whicli was 
as criicl as it was unjust j but believe me/lady, we now entertain 
different rent(mchts.*-Forget then that jt am a Spaniard ; or rc- 
iBcmbcr it only to exa6l of racferrices, whidi (hall expiate my part 
of a national crime, committed in my infancy. I have a fine Ara- 
bian courfcr waiting hi the couit-yani ; ^tbe Baftavv. is alrfcnt ; the 
day ha* not yet brokcvtipon thcturrcts of the cafllc— and wcraay fly 
far beyoTid purfuit.*^ 

*' But whithci- ?" inquired (he.' ** Am not T, till- this hour, a 
total stranger to you* Shall X confertt, at the first intfci vfew, to 
fly fiom one man, with aiwtbcr— ^uid tlmt man a Spaniard ? 1 can- 
not, indeed Icannot.'* 

'' Then, ^ cried I, ■*' you have a regard to the Bafhaw^ atlc ctf grati- 
tude forhis favors, ana that will induce ^ou to yield to h.s wiftics. 
J^t this auage of you jfelf plead for mc ; it has been my campaiiioa 
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^ nttmerousr dangers; .and pof^iblj has boeti «t (eeondaiT xac^e o£ 
oiir meeting this uighf" 

She was about to'reply^ when we were alarnrcdbj tbe cries oi? 
Benriddcn, as he stumbled along the paflage, iwearing revenge f<^ 
the trick Iliad played him* ^ 

" Hq! dog ofa Christian !" cried hp^" I thought \Vberc I fhotrfd 
find you •—You would not take my advice,, jand U% the ladies a^ono* 
— rl never was better qualified in tny life to gjyc advice." 

"Well, what's the matter, BcnriddwiT" faid I;>*wfeat hsa 
fappened?" . . 

" 0,^ notWng at all, nothing," stamwiered he : " v« (hall only 
IjeboUcd, and roasted, and baked, before morning, l^ for bcinj? 
•hpfpitablej and doing the honors of the ca&tle»-^You,^og of a Chrifr 
tjian. for accepting it-rand little Selima, for liking a joiiiig man 
tetter than an old one." 
- <* All that is nothing to the purpoic," laid I. ; 

*^ I &id fo, didn't 12'* replied he, reeling towards the door aga'm; 
<< You may stay if you like it ; I only called to tcJl you the Ba&aw 
is returned." ^ . -y' 

SeHnoa trembled and turned pale. 

«*' What fay.you ??' demanded I, <« have you feen the Bafhaw?-* 
Who is ht? where is he? where did you ice himi" 

« Sec hiinl— No> thank. my stars, he lias notfccn me* I fl»all 
go and blow my brains out, to -(are him tlie trouble. I only calkd 
to: advife you to do the fame." 

' ** Who has feen him ?" faid Selima : " good Benridden, tell me.** 
~<* Aye, aye,'* faid he, " I am good now.— Well, oaly iee how 
thefe ladies coax a man of understanding!— 1 don't know that skif 
body has feen him, but I {aw fjis horJc." 

'. " His horfe 5" repeated 1, taking courage, '* wlat colour, is hia 
liorte? If it was a cream cokmr^ Uiat is the horle wluch brought 
me to the castle.** • - 

*^ Who Is mbstiober now?" faid hci*. ** Would you. perfuade 
mc» jhat his Highncfs^ent his favorite: horfc to you?" 

" If that is his horfe," faid I, f* we,Are fafe enough : theowBeF. 
will, pi obably> never trouble this castle again." 

^* Tliank Mahomet V' cried Ik, ^' thc« we ihall have time to put 
every thing, in order : and thcjprst great order is, tliat no living 
male, but the Bafhaw hirafelf, and' I, Bcnridden, hidflave, enter 
thefe chambers.** 

"A moment's patonce, my good friend,'* faid I, foiling that fe 
became fcrious and fober together; ** 1 have difcovcied in tiiis lady 
H relation." 

<'Ayc, aye, I dare fay; a wonderful comicftion ; but not a bi^ 
ncaicr for the prefentt** 
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«Go,«» 6B Sclinrt, «go, hrothtr^ feme fitter oppofrtofiiqr 1 
vill rdatc to you all that has happened fince our fcparation.*' 

"When the Bafliaw returns, my/dcar fiftcf," (aid I, charmed 
trith the fentimcnts thi« condcfccnriDn gaveblitb to; ** wc. (hall not, 
perhaps, have the opportunity wc dcfirc/* 

1 bowed and witlidrew, followed by Bcnriddcn. I had po doubt 
tf it was the Bafliaw Which I had ditinountcd, but he bad fallen in 
battle : and 1 could not fufficiently admire, that the Hi fortune of 
my rival (hould liavc bccfe the means of introducing me to the lady 
my fancy had long worihippcd. 1 rcfolvcd* at all events, to remain 
inthecadlc! and making Benriddcn a confiderable pre&nt, attlie 
feme time that I hinted my power of betraying his negligence, 1 
brought him over to my IntcreR. 

From him I learnt, that three months fince, the Bafhaw hadpON 
chafed Selima of a (lave-merchant, who had dealings at Algiers ; 
that, contrary to the ufual cufloms of her fcx and country, ihc had 
rcfufed the offers, and rcfiftcd the attempts of hcrmafter; wholwd 
by perfuafion and kindnefs endeavor^ to bend her mind to her iitua- 
tion. He had not facccedcd in his dcHres, when the calls of mt 
hurried him from the caftle ; from which he departed with an hint, 
that (he muft prepare to be more compliant when he fkould return, i ^ 

This. implied threat increafed my impatience, and determined mc f\ ' 
to ufe every argument to prevail t)n Seliaoa to fly froin fo dangerous 
an abode; for though I had every rcafon to believe the Bafhaw had 
Ijeen flain, yet my flight had been lb immediate, that! haid not Wit- 
hefled his d^th. ^ ■ ' ^ '- ^ 

,-Bcnridden appointed me a little chambaio ilccp in. Tliowgh the 
fclTgues of the prccedinjg day were far beyond the ftraigth of mture, 
yet the quick fucccflion of events ib occupied my mind, that it was 
long before flerp 'could envelope my fcni'cs with its myflcrious veil ; 
but when once recol left ion was overcome, nature aflcrtcd her right, 
and I remained till late the next day in a profound and rcfrcfliing 
rcpofc, ■■ 

On awaking, it was Tome time before I rccollefled myCy€,.or 
could aaount for the Angularity of all things arouad m^ Tbe 
cMnibcr, where I lay upon a mat ; the open windows without glafe, 
and the burning heat, reminded me that I was in the fandy plains 
of Moroccd ; and all my recent adventures became familiar to wy 
meinory— 'though I lelt a fort ot anxious fear, that Selima, thc^cas* 
tic, and the beautiful gardens might have vanifhcd. 

When I had drcffcd myfcif, and was fetis^ed that this magnifi- 
cent caftleyct remained, Ihaficacd to Benridden, who provided 
ine fome food, and dcfired mc to^report, tliat I had arrived frcm* the 
battle^ with news of the Bafhaw's death; 

The non-appearance of the Bafhaw, and tlw prcfencc of his horfc, 
confirmed tlie report ; and created, even in Bcmiddcn, lb much con- 
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£dence^ that lie aflumed the uncontrolled dire6liOn of the <a{llet 
thcatcning with the baflinadoay thofe whorefufcd to obey his orders. 

I entreated him, J^gain to pciniit mc the company and converfsi- 
Iron of Selima, but he was inexprable ; aliedging, that though the 
Baihaw might be dead, his heirs would revenge any treacliery of this 
nature : at the fame time he promifcd, when the night (hould return, 
that he would comju^l her to the garden, where there would be no 
liangcr of meeting any otlier of the ladies ;^ who, were it only from 
jcaloufy, would rejoice to britjg mjfchief upon Selima, 

I was obliged to acknowledge his rcafons i and fkttcicd his pride 
eot a tittle by fo doing* 



CHAPTER IV* 



DURING the day I amiifcd myfclf tn the gardens ; which were 
laid out with a luxury unknown in European climates : uniting 
ifcvcry objcdt which could gratify the fenfcs, with the variations of 
nature. 

The ()elhicid ftrcam meandered over a bed of the fincft fand ; crept 
beneath bending mimofa, whbfe dropping branches entertained the 
eye; wound between i]oping banks of loft verdure, Iprmklcd with 
flowers; or murmurcJi over, pebbles of polifhed furfacci amidfta 
grove, whofe coolnefs invited to reft; whofe (hades excluded the 
but ning glare of day j and whofe fruits gratified the taftc, and re- 
frcihed the fenfes. ^ , 

Beds of perpetual mignionet feemed fcattered by nature in little 
dells; Dofcription mud be fupplied by imagination, to form an 
idea of all the charms which art had created iij^this little fpot : fer- 
tilized by the ftream, which, not far diOant, Joft itlclf in thc.fands. 
Tli« golden bird of Arabia, and the nightingale of Perfia^ had been 
tamelco build in the groves ; and when tlie fervor of day was part, 
^thcir rtjoduls^ ferig fo mingled with the air, that tlic breath of har- 
mony i'eemcd to Ao^t amongd the foiiage* 

In tlie midft of this grove ftood a temple, built of porphyry and 
parian marble, in a circular form. The windows were of Venetian 
glafs, ttaincd with parplc-, which precluded from Hght without, and 
within Hreamed the temple with a cool lighti as if Ihed by a condclt 
lation of lapphires. 

lliis temple was erc£led to plcafurt ;. and being without prdpcft, 
ttc internal decorations were 0annal with all the luxury of £at\ern 
Imagination. A pool which was eooled by a marble bafon, fb po- 
Eflipd, that every objed wasrcfieftcd,. invited to its refrething wave. 
A lymphony of flutes breathed the Mefl ilraiiiS| upon touching a , 



ftcret IJjrIflg which admittccl a dream of air* Cryftal vafcs c6nlRnicd 
dtlicious wincsy which Mahotnet has forbid in vain. Dried fruits 
wcr€ piled up in profufion; and the frc(h could be eafily gathered 
for uie. The furniture was fuch as the greatefl Toluptuary of £u. 
rope could not eafily fugftcfl. 

In the midlt of fo much magnificence, it must have been fuppoftd, 
that the heart of man might rest content: but a^n Arabic fentencc> 
' infcribcd over the bath, iufficiently fpoke the thoughts of its poffct 
for, and drew a figh from my breast : ' 

Let not the prefent moment efcape tbet unenjoyed} for rf 
tbe next, nvbo s ball qffure t bee? • 

I turned round in the middle of this charming place. I fuppofdl, 
in fancy, that it wa^ filled with a party of bJeautifiil flaves from' the 
baram of the Baftiaw, and that himfcif was feated upon anelcva^ 
cufhion, the delicacies of the garden, wine r»ade delicious with fpkc^ 
and the air loaded with perfumes, crowded upon the fenfes, and 
no nieans of pleafure left wanting.— What, in fuch a icche, would 
be the cfTcd of this fcntencc? In one hour may all thefc beauties 
fade, ^he appetite fail, health depart from the frame, andthcyawft- 
ing grave open beneath our feet. 

Such were m^y i-oflcStions in this temple of pleafure ; and I haftenedi 
melancholy wi^ the ideas that arofe on the traiifience of all things 
earthly, to ramble in the grove, and pull the bending grapes which 
cluftered over me, like cry Oaliajcd <i ops pf win*. 

I ftretched myfelf upon a bank whicli. gently floped to the .water, 
and-was profwfely covered with fweet-fmeHin^ viojets, of various 
tints, the red, and l>lue, and yellow predominating. "My fighs 
wei'c breatlied tovyards Sclima ; and I counted the moments with m> 
patience till the fiift ftar of evening rofc above the towers of the d^- 
tle, and proclaimed the coming night. 

Behriddcn did not fail in his pronaife ; the ndn-arrival of the Ba- 
ihaw gave him confidence, and the glafs was not many hours tc^c- 
thcr from his lips. ' 

Cfecc more I beheld the beautiful figure of Selima, as (he advan«^ 
amcmgst the tufted flowers; and, not waiting till fhc prac to where 
I ftood, I ran to throw rnyfelf at her feet. Benridden, though 
ignorant himfelf of the paflion of love, had fufficient knowledge to 
know we could difpenfe with his prefcncc : and, to do us further fcr- 
vicc. while we fat upon a little feat of flowery turf, he f\ation(rf 
himfelf at the entrance of the walk to prevent intruders. 

It was in this place that f gave Sclima the pledge of my^ hcatt» 
and received fome little acknowledgment in return. I fpoke* to her 
oi Spain ;. the projpedVs before me j and the pleafures of mutual 
efteem; with that domcftic fatisfaftion the promifcuoua iatcrcourfc 
ofth«Eaadifearoys^ 



ill 

^ , Stie inforiftcd me, tl^at wfieti flic left Spam Ibc tvas fo young, that 
* fhc bad not the fraallcftfecollcftbn of relations or friends, " I hayc 
hfiard ray ndrfc, qf whoever fhc was," faid (he, " repeat to m<a 
v^houfend cfticJtics which took placa in tfeat adion; hjt flic never 
ipentioned names, pr^J^rticularifcd circumfb^ccs relating to my fa- 
mily. ^ Wc lived at Tunis till I was about five or fix" years of age, 
.; when my niirfe fold melprivately to a flave^mcrchant- 

** She had dreflcd mc out to the heft advantage, fouthe purpdfa 

^©f enhancHig my value; and 1 remember, in partiailar, that a ftring 

,:p£p«rlishtin3 round niy neck, which the merchant infifted fhould 

remain, as they gave me a very becoming look ;. and, being pleafid 

/with my figure^ he paid down t^K whole price which (he demanded^ 

and r was carried to his houfe. 

" My pcrfon engaged his attention* and my prattle his favorj 
I x^ag educated with care and cxpenfe; and^ thotighhe was an old 
than, he took pleafurein the advancement I m^de in my exercifcs ; 
and never having experienced the^carefles bf a parent, he acquired 
that pkice in my heart.. ^ 

^' i pafe over the days Of my youth) the pleafures of freedom, in 
rambling over extcnfive gardens and'ihady groves; in dancing bc- 
ifbre^him in the liuropcan and Egyptian faftions till about a year 
jGncf, when my benefactor died ; and his rapacious heir fold me to a* 
'ttlerchant of Algiers, who again fold me to the Bafh^w Hali, whole 
il^vc I now am." 

I e^refled my thanks for this recital, and our difcodrfe took a* 
tender turn, where mutual affe<ftion vVfjbly was inter«fted: and 
though 1 could 'not overcome her fears of flying, and the unknowa 
dangers of an miknown world ; (he acknowledged, th4t were it not 
for thofe dangers, flie knpw not how far her tears ol the Bafliaw 
Blight lead her to trurt to my finccnty. 

; 1 propoled that Benriddcn fliould accompany us ;" and as his fc- 
^rd, r offered him frecdon|, and a Conveyance to any part of Mo* 
focco, or the Levant, he (hould ehoofe. A propofal he would have 
adopted in a(f hour, bad we not been, certain of the Bafhaw's death : 
which allowed iistd take our plans at calc, and provide afuitable 
conveyance for Selima ; . who couW not be expofed, without extreme 
hazard, in a country like Morocco. , 

It was day-break when I'parted with Selima. « I confi^ered my» 
^If as peculiarly fortunate in 'the fricndftivp ofB^nriddcn ; who was 
well acquainted \vith the country, a^id might guide us* overthofc 
Jknds, my well-trained courfer had condu(flcd mc. ' * 

Benriddcn was not agitated with the hopes and f<iars oHoVc. i' 
Uhticd him to let the enftting night condu€t us from the caftle. 

"One night,-' laid hc| " we will dedicate to plcafure, ai^ tbc^^ 
jDcact.tobuunefe.** . ' 



« But mjr ^r friend," anfwcrcd 1, * " let the bafinefe be 6fl j 
and then we may enjoy the pleaTure whh incrcafed fatisfaftion.^ ■ 

** Or wc may not enjoy it at all," faid he. f^ Let Benriddol 
alone for knowing femethmg of life— *Hc that fows, docs not know 
who may reap : but hethat reaps, need not^au'e Who was the lower. 
1 proclaim it, and it (hall be doiic. 1 will give to every flavc in tJie 
calllca fcafl before my departure, and that this very night— ^ 
*Ba(haw*s brother will moft likely be here to-morrow. I will have 
all the Badiaw's kdies into the CeleHid Saloon; and, may iQcrer 
reach my dear native little city of Smyrna, if a finglc (lave goes to 
bcdfober!'' 

. In vain Lcndeavored to prevent the execution of tbisprcjefli 1 
amperruaded, he wotrid rather have facr^ccd his freedom* 

The caflle was involved in a fort of confufion, which always en- 
fues on. the abfence or death of a chief; and if the ^aves a£k4 in 
concord 9 it was with a defign of promoting their own plea&rc* 

We no longer regarded appearances. I paiTed Icveral hours witK 
Scliraa, rambling over tlws magnificent flru6hirc ; and my eyes wcw 
not a little gratified with the fight of four ladies and their female at* 
tcndants, who ran about theapartmcnts with the giddtnefs of girls. 

T^ey GonCidered the^eath of the Ba(haw in the^&me light as the 
Haves; for, having no attachment, they rejoiced in novelty, and. 
prepared for the entertainment Bcp ridden Jiad promifed them, in the 
Gcleftia] Salodn, one of the graiidcft places in the caftlc, andrefo^ 
by the Bafliavj- for his higheft feftlvals. 

Selimahcrfelf'was not without cxpc£lation; and though I did 
not altogether feel fatisfiedj yet the novelty I expc^ed^ which ^ 
any other fituation would have been impoflible from the iklufionof 
the females, gave^hic confiderable plcafure^ 

Tlie ladies exprclTcd their anoniihmcnt atroy figure, in terms not 
a little fkttcruig ; but tlvy had ^ ever before km an SUiropean, and 
fcarce any other man tM^^n the Bafhaw. In particular, aladynamedr 
Namouna addrcflcd hcrfelf .to ray notice ; nor did Ok difguife ia 
jealouly flic had of my partiality tor Selima. 

1 was cmbi\rr:-ffcd by her company, wheh - deprived mc of mo* 
nicnts 1 could well hayc employed in particular difcwrfe with Sdi- 
ma ; and it was impoflible to dilengagc ourfelvcs without 'hazardinj? 
her rercnUiient. She podeflcd a- figure which would l»ve ^gnifi^ 
an h\gh ftation : 1k:k fine dark ey<rs commanding rcfped, and th« 
flatclincfs of her pcrlbii enforcing obedience. 

• Ihc other three ladies poffencd more the manners of diiUftn*. 
But I learnt with lurprifc, that the Bafhaw's favorite wife ranain«l 
in her apartments; nor would mingle in tlic fcene of revelry ^ re- 
jnaining to mourn the lois of a man whom Ihe loved, and wlio lad 
made her tlic mother of two children, both of whicb-werc dead. 

i pitied hcf fituation i and I coi&Jcred that, tliis Mlimgj. iafc^- 
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latdm'thc ittHft of adcfett, was ia piaurfe of the world; v/hett 
oiic ncigWbour, or «nc nation, fliali rejoice at wlSit is diftrefe Or <ft- 
ftruSwti to the btlier. 

• I fhould have been happy in adifiiniftcring comfort to this lady, 
but the rules of decorum forbade ray intrufioni : and what comfort 
could 1 bcflow, when I fhould pretend to bewail a man^ whcim, I 
iiad every reafon to believe, had feUen beneath nay arm. I judged 
it beft to l^ve^to time that confolatior* it never foils to afford ; and 
1 prepared^for the fcftival, which was to begin with thefirft liour of 
Bight. / ^ ^ 

Selima retired to hir chamber to decorate herfelf, and 1 wanderdi 
alqng the flowery alleys of the garden j whole walks were norgravcl- 
l«i as in Europe, but fprcad beneath the feet a carpet of the fineft 
verdure*^ 

^ vl fet down bcfide a fountain* to reflc£l and arrange in niy own 
mind the dangerous journey I intended we fliould bcgtn the follow* 
3^g day 5 v(?hen, turning my eyes towards the eafilc,! beheld a full 
blaze of light ftlttning front the windows of the central tbWcr— an^i 
for a moment, 1 tliought the building in flames./ 

I foon, however, recollcdted myfeft, and was bending my way to 
the caftic, when a flave c^me op tqjric, and making a low obcifence 
i*i»** Scignor Spaniard/' laid he, *^ the great O^lhaw dcfircs your 
prefencc.*^ 

I darted at the word Baihaw> and demanded if 1 had heard him 
right. 

^^ Tlie Bafhaw BenriddciV* faid" he, laughing, '** waits yoH in 
the Celedial Saloon* The ladies are all there y the dancers andAhc 
fingei-s, juft as if tny Lord Hali had been al^Jve." 

" I will follow you, lead the way ,*'faid' I. • 

If IJiadbeen ftjrpriicd by the fplcndor of the hall whidvbcl6nged 
to the ladies*" apartments, how much greater wafr my astonilhmeiit 
when I entered this w<indcJ*fol faloon. It was in form of a dorocj 
the roof of which was covered with fmall miiTors, fprinkled witft 
^golden fpangles, fo- contrived^ that tliey glittered in imitation of 
ftars. , Large^lullres of variegated glafs were fuli)ended from the cu* 
pola ; and wax t^>er» being inter^erlfed amongft various coloured 
drops, gavethem the appearance of conftelhtedgemsj- th? whole to* 
gethcr refleding fb ftrongalight, that at the firft entrance the eye 
was dazzled with brightnefs. 

The columns which ftipportcd^thc dome, were covered with bur- 
Tjtlhed gold, aiad entwitt<fd with wreatibs of flowei-s, interfpcrf«i 
with tapers* 

Between the pillars were hangings of blue filk, glittering with 
itaw. When thcfe dJew up, before an elevated throne of inter* 
t*vincdpatmtvec8, the perfpcdivc fccmcd without cnd^ ev«y olpjcife 
liciijig multiplied by iargp mircot:^^ ' r « 



IxittiiSfeoeftsitabl« wsf Tpread wiffi varietur of dainties; aiid 
Benric^en \r^ taken care diat wine, and thofcfplr^ which promote 
thiift fhouMflot be wanting. Frankincenfc and fandle wqqcl per- 
tamed the air : and a tranfpnit of pleafure jrrefiftiblc fcizcd the fojil 
at the found of jnufic and mirtti, which adided to the gaiety oft^ 
place* 

TTic.Iadick were feated upan d^ated cu/hlons; and t could not 
refrain finiling at iBght of Benr'tddcn placed in tlic canopy of iiatjE, 
which was hung with blue fat'm, like the reft of the drapery, and 
ii)angled with jilver. He had the affurancc to drcfe himfclf u 
thcbeil robe of the Bafhaw; afluraing the green turban and purple 
..palice ,- while a plume of odrtcb feathers^ let in a duller of dia- 
monds, nodded over bis head. '. > 
My eyes were not long fixed' upon Beiitidden ; being attraifld 
by the more be«utifiil figure* of the ladies, who* (hone in aU the 
4iBharros that nat^ire and fplendor can bcftow. 
^ Namouna was habited in fcarlet, trimmed with gold^ which ei{-^ 
tremcly became the majcdy of her figiirc^ and the darknefs of her 
complexion. Tlie other three were dreffcd in blue, in yellow, aii^ 
jn lilac; the latter of which was extremely delicate, and touch^ off 
rj> lovely coimtenance with an iijdcfcribablc charm. But, however J 
might admire each in their turn and* aftogctherj I was pcrfcdly 
charmed with the lovely Selima, robdd in an habit of the piirdl 
white, fringed aiid fiVanglcd with filvcr.r Round her nedc hung a 
ftring of Oriental pearls, altematciy hung with a bead otgold; anj 
btr hair was bmidtd with "flowers of rfie tufted ihow-white and fwtet 
jccntcd kcura i which had an cffeA altogether new. She feemcd like 
an inhabuant of the ikies, dropping I^radidal (cents as ihe move^ 
and fcatteriug light from liic foldings of her robes. 
' My SpaniUi dreft had a ftrangc appeawncc amidfl the turbans 
and long robes of , the East. 1 took my feat bet ween Selinia and 
Namouna;, who kid pujpofely chofcn her place, that fhe might 
partake in my converfation* Benriddcn aped the Bathavv with no 
final.l humor. Tf|e ladies were m high fr inft*, and the dancers filled 
%ht faloon, which echoed with the mufic and peals of laughtciv- 
Between the pau(e»~of the cnteitainment, Namouna appeared 
^uglnful; and liiwrc than.onci&obferved her eyes bent upon Si- 
}im^9 with > keeunetiB and luUre whidvaroie froiii the workings of 
anger restrained.. " , 
1 could not remain blind to hcf ^dvanccs^ \<fhi€h it Would Iiave 
"been impoffiblc to mistake ; and I he fciuplcd not to rally me on my 

E reference of Scllma* This obliged mt: to prcfcive the ..profoundcst 
Icnce with Selima upon the fubjcd^ of our Htght ;' as 1 iiad no ihiall 
apprehcnlion that Xamoui^a mij^hi endeavor to frustiptc onr ini^- 
fion. Our difrourfc was tiicrclbrc gcneralj and the iubj?ft of Sp^, 
nifh dances aaturaliy prcfeutcd^ 
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. Sdimft informed me that fhe had learnt the /atufahgro^ j))e^fe 
Jjcr firft maftcr, who had once rcfidcd for fomc years in Spain; aod 
1 entreated that I might accompany hch 

Her figure was light as the zephyr ; and being obliged to turn 
her long robe back with one hand, it gave her an air of gaiety which 
Well accorded with the dance, and difplaycd the motions of an inimi- 
...taWe form. The freedoms which the dance allowed me, and the air 
of Vifible fatisfa£lion in both our eyes, fluflicd the face of Namouna 
with a rcfcntment fh« coiild ill conceal. The colour glowed in her 
checks, and anger flafhcd from her eye ; even Sclima remarked to me 
' her jealoufv, with that diftant inGnuation, which Ihcwcd hcrjatcnt 
apprchenfion of my conftancy. 

I never danced in my life with more fpirit ; the fingularity of our 
different drcfics, the beauty of the faloon, and ihe vivacity of Sclima 
gave wings to my Heps. Naniouna complimented m with a forced, 
and overdone civility, \yhTch ilTdifguifcd the feelings of her mind. 

Benriddcn, on his part, was in raptures ; he uttered nonfcnfe with 
a volubility urireftraincd ; and he feemed to have forgot every thing, 
but that he was for that hour master of the castle. Our perfoi mancc 
had fo much diverted him, that he rcfolvcd himfclf to attempt to 
■perform with the dancers, and the flaves applauded his motions with 
repeated fhouts of fatisfa^lion ; which was not a little augmented 
by his trampling on the robe of state: a robe at the fight of which 
they had uted to tremble j and the eye of whofc wearer would have 
bent them to the duFt. 

Benriddcn foon found himfclf warm with his exertions ; and or- 
dering the dancers to retire, he propofcd that we fhould enter the if 
cefs, a!id partake of the eolation and wines. 

Tlic fupper room was bcautifulljr lighted ; and, by the reflexion 
of the mirrors, appeared to contam a thoufand people, whole va- 
/rious figures were fecn on all fides. Benriddcn, with an impudence 
of whicfi he was master, took his feat at the head of the table, end 
the company ranged them felves on each fide of him,, highly cnter- 
tainrd with his jefls. 

The finest fruits, prefcrved and freOi, arofc in piles from difhej 
^f porcelain and glafs. Sherbet and variety of wines were fervcd 
in golden goblets; and the greatest profufion, even to cxtravaganccg 
took place :— It was truly a feast of flaves; 

Napiouna fat oppoQte Sclima and I. She was attended by her 
ownffcmale flavc, whom (he would riot permit to fit at the table, 
and to whom Ihe fi-om time to time whifpered her commands. 
Go, my dear,'' laid fhe aloud, " bring me that bottle of Perfian 
wine, the Bafliaw and I ufcd td di-tnk together;— he is now no 
more, and my Mends fhall drink to his memory/' 
' 1 did not altogether admire the turn ot her eye, but yet I had no 
rufpidon^ and pouripg out a glals of the black w'me of Jerufaleini 



2Sfe6 

ivhich stood before ise, I bt^ecl her to ^edge n^ 9ie took tite 
cupirom rtie, and drank It off with cagcrncS,. , 

The wine fhc had fent for being conic, f fie bq?aii Icifurdy to poiir 
it out— it was strongljr per rumcd. " Goroe,'^ faid fee, witli a gay 
air, *<Sciima, the Fair, take this cup, and drink to your Spani^id^s 
healths" She arofc, leaning a tittle over the table to prcfcnt tire 
«up to Selima, who» in her turn, rofe and reached out her hand to 
take it. 

A malicious glance from the eyes of Namouna, which Iccmcd to 
■fparkfe with triurriph, fl^Jfhed upon mc*-\vith incrcafed fufpicioni 
The unfortunate fete of the beautiful Zaj^a staitied to my remetth 
brancc, and I half arofc to catch the cup from the hand of Sdimaj 
who wasraifijig it to her lips. 

The eye ol Nauiouna caught my motion-; her fecc hccxmt'z 
deadly pale, Wnd tlic Wood fbrfook her lips. 

*♦ Nav then," cried Ihc, « this (hall fnfficc!|' 

She grafped a dagger in her hand, which (he raifed to strike, at 
the instant that my hand touched that of Scl^ma, which was lifted 
to her lip — At tlie Cimc moment I grafpcd my fabrc, to interpofeite 
glittering blade — when the thrill foimd of a trumpet transfixed us in 
new consternation, and destroyed in one moment all the gaiety and 
fpirits of the company. 

^ Every perfon w .s Uilpcndcd inhorrof*, and fecmed deprived ©fac- 
tion by the immediate fpeU of enchantment. The arm o! Namouna 
rcm-Jincd raifed» and I hac^not power tb d'aw my fabre* 
' A fccond blast, which rcverbei atcd harfh-ly through the castle,, 
threw the^hole company into unfpeakable confufion. An nniverfal 
uproar, and cry of terror, filled the faloonj and thofc who were not 
too much frighted to fly, hastened to hide themfclves In daiknefs. 

The guilty cup fell from the hand of Scllma* A chilly languor 
ovcrfprcad her face, and (he funk into my arms, pronouncing, 
^ Wc are lost, dear Fernando! the Baftiaw comrsV* 

The trubipct a third time founded, and the^reat drum beat with 
vehemence, Namouna no longer thought of rcVenge from her owh 
hands— -her fpirit had recevefcd from its first alarm. *' Now," cried 
Ihc, <'tl)ou fhalt fee, bafc Christian I that a child (liall not bcprc- 
Icrred to me." , 

With thcfe words fhe quitted the table, advancing to the great 
feloon. The other ladies fainted away; Bcnriddcn became delirious 
-with fear— pouring wine fo fastdown his throat, that he fell lifckfe 
upon the fopha. 

Sclmla lay in my arms without motion; and the e^^ceflivc ^alencfi 
of her face made me fear Ihc was gone too far to recover. 1 knew 
not how to a£l ; 1 was diflradtcd at the fruriration of our ffight. I 
curfcd, in the Wtteraefe of my wrath, the folly of Benridden, but 
ton whofe Whiow we might b^ve been far from the cafiie : a|id 1 trem^ 



'ilf3 With vj^f ioi» farrs whcnlrticardthcaftrroachof the fiafhaw^ 
who entered theialoon in anger apdsfmazemeut, attended by a num* 

bcr of guards. ' ". . . ^ 

• His^ rage at the extraordinary fceoc bcfor* felir, held him lilciit | 
wK'Ic Namounaffjoke with iagcrncfe and paffion* . 

*^ See, my Lord, the riot and difoider in your abfcnccl Sec thia 
Spaniai;d who has polluted the ftcrcdclTambcrs of you« retircnacntj 
He came here boasting that he had flain you. in battle : and Tincc 
his arrival, the castle las been filled with lieiand excets. He hag 
bribed jrow flavc Benriddcii-^he has offered violence to mc— -and be- 
hold, my Lord, your flave Sell rna in his arras." ' 
- The Bilhaw drew near, grindiiig his teeth with niadnefs ; whik 
every flavc Ihrunk, mute and trembling, behind thp pillars. 

• ** My Lx>rd," laidl, as he advanced, "you have returned at a 
time when you find youi* castle in Gontufion ; but that you fhould 
hnpute to the beliet that you had fallen gloiioufly in battje." 

^ He stamped upon the ground, with a fuddcri motion which star* 
tied me. — •' Wretch I*' cried he, laying his hand upon a poniard he 
wore in his girdle, "dardyoupaliate crimes fuch as !mcet my eyes! 
How camjc you into this faloon f— How came you into company 
with thefc ladies ? Die !— My arm fhall revenge me." 

He drew nca^ with a quickstep, ^nd raifed his weapon to strike. 
I endeavored to draw my fabi'c, but it was entangled in the robes «f 
Sclinja J and, in the urgency*of the moment, i had recouHc to the 
fatal dagger, which I comtaatly wore in my breast. _ I ^rctchdl 
out Hiy right arm with this, weapon, while my left eHcircled tlie yet 
Iitelefs4x)dy of Selima. 

Hali -pauM—^Ha!" fald he, '«lknow him."-.'Tis the man 
who had neaily llairi me in the field] Guards ! feize him, and drag 
him to the deepest dungeon of the castle." 

■ ' 1 Was fur rounded in a moment, and fevcral fcimita,rs a^id pikes 
glittered around me. I trembled le$t Selima might be wounded if 
1 attempted rcfistance : what Telistancc indeed would have been c^ 
fcdlual in iiich a litiiatior^^ ~ My arms were quickly pinioned, and 
Selima, tlie tender Selima, rudely feizcdby two favagc foldiers* 

*^ Bear her hence !" cried Hali : ** give her to the women; and| 
Jliwcar, by Mahomet I dtad or alive flic fliall this night be mine I" 
' *' Monster sT* cried I, strpgglin^ fiercely, " rclcale roe, thatJ^ 
may revenge this putrajgc on all that \yoman cail lovely I Hali ! if 
•you arc a man and a foldier, I challenge your humanity and your 
honor not thus to deal with your enemy. — The woixls of Namouna 
arc utterly t'alfe — Selima is virtuous.*' 

<< Away I away !" cried he, " bear him hence I Let aU thefc wo» 
, men be dragged to their apartments ; to-morrow they fhall be fold 
for flavcsi and Scliinaf alter 1 have iatcdmy rcv6i>ije, fliallpe^*^. 
fon)i the meanest offices of drucfecry.'^ i 
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, My foul was ajgitatcd to dcfoair, A blaze df frcnxy ttiflicj 
through my burning brain i and I became endowed with gigaiatk 
(famish. 

Selima was rudely carried away by two barbarous rufiiaosrhcr 
tbrndfefs trailed upon the ground. Half the tapers were extiR- 
guiflied or brokoi by the frighted Hayes : and the faloon, lately fo 
gaudr^ now appeared as if taken by stonn^ and delivered to ];dundcr 
juid devastation. 

I started, I struggled, and tore xnyfelf from the arms of the guaid^ 
I flew at Hall, with my lifted dagger, and (hould have killed faim 
on the fpoty had not Namouna thrown heffelf upon me witbtlie 
weapon (he yet held in her hand* X avoided her blow ; and file re- 
ceived in her breast the da^r I had^aifed to destroy HalL 

Again I became a priloner, the "weapon remaining in her bleci 
ing bolbm* Agony tortured every feeling of my Ibul. I fh'adi 
dcred at the unintentional murder* 1 b^eld lic;r ciimlbn cheeks 
pale» and didorted in the agonies of coRvulilve death. I turned 
my face away with horror— I beheld the Bafliaw following the lifs* 
lefs Sdiroa ; and (icknefs fpread over my frame. An heavy damp- 
ncfs hung upon me ; my eyes were fet in clouds ; the tapers ^p» 
pearcd; and I remained uncoitfcious of' existence. 



CHAPTER Vo 



Aiid hb'w unbnrt to tread the burning nvay^ 
where blinding f and s tfi drcUng fiddies pJayi ; 

ON recoverm^, I found myfelf in i, place where no r^y of light 
broke upon my light. 1 b-eathed with difficulty, and found my- 
felf too weak to stand. An heavy chain round my body fixed me 
dofc to a wall, preventing my moving the distance of two st^- 
obliging me to remain wholly uncertain of my fituation, and totally 
incapble of attempting to acape. 

. The remembrance of Selima almost deprived me a fecondtime of 
fcnfation. "Ol" cried I, gnaftiing ray teeth, " Selima i Selima! 
where art thou ?'* 

- The long avenues returned in faint echoes the name of Selima, 
and left me again to the drcarinels of filence and darkneft., > The air 
was damp, hot almost to fuffocation ; and my groans fecmed to re- 
turn upon me from a long distance. As 1 had not the power of 
motion, 1 could only. trace my dungeon in thought. I wondered 
that tlie hun y and confufion of the castle did not reach me ; and X 
judged thencc| that I was deep in tlie bowels of tlie cartfa« 
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Like a child which ckliaiins its (Irengtli In p^iflion, I called o^tlw 
name of Seli^a,aiid uttered execrations against the Bafhaw, till 1 be- 
came calm, A dead foicmnity ovcrfpread my mind. I wondered tb«t 
Kali fo long delayed tcrfatisfy his angers and I could onljrim|.nite 
it to the heart-reiKiing rcflefiion, that Seiima was yet in his power. 
I leaned back my head against the damp wall; my temples beat* 
jng -with violence. , A distant and hoUow fottnd reached my ears^ 
and wakened my attention. X opened my eyes, in expcdtaliofl of 
beholding the Balhaw, followed by his officers; and I fancied my 
'death approaching. 

I waited without apprehcnGoii* A steady compofu re ovcrfpread 
iny mind. I feit as a man who knows he must undcrgoibrne pain- 
ful operation ; who knows it is for his welfare, and yet wifties it 
over. I heard a flow fo(5lstcp distin£\ly advapce in the dark, it 
rccmcd to come through i long palTage— 1 fotind my rcfolution not 
immoveable— I trembled as 1 lat. ^ 

" What is this," thought I, "that comes upon mcin fl]e;daik- 
nefi of niglit ? is death mflifted in this country with tlic fuperad? 
tied horrors of imagination, which infinitely furpafs all tke prepara- 
tions of reality ?" - 

Thefe reflexions paflcd rapidly through my mind ; and the foot- 
steps drew near which were to aflura me of the tcirible certainty. 
^ " Who comes?" laid J, iaintly; hut up ahfwcr was returned: 
and I clofed my eyes cxpcAing every moment the stroke of death. 

A fudden found al a distance caufed me to look up. A glaring 
". light flamed along the vaulted paflagc, and rapidly advanced, \vhUc 
a loud voice caljed the perfon before me to stop . ^ 

1 heheld the danger to .whicl] I had been cxpofed with a (hudder 

of fear. A black fl»vc, with no other drcfstlian a blue cotton fhirt, 

tied round his waist, held a battle-axe in his hand. — His countenance 

was fierce and fiery ; and he feemcd dvfappointcd that he hsd not eU 

- fedted his purpofe. 

A perfon approached with a torch, whole features I could not dif- 
timely perceive. "Stay,'; cried he to the flave; "stay till 1 aflc 
-this wretch a question.** ' . "^ 

- The found of his vqice fecmed known to my ear. " Raiic your 
axe,'' continued Vie, »' strike him to the centre if he docs net anfwcr 
tte questions I fl^all afkl" 

Then turning to me—" Tell me, bale wretch I Iiow you came in, 
poIVcfsion of this deggCT?" - . 

" That dngger replied 1, " came into my hands in a way Cngu*- 
lar and mysterious.'* 

" Who is k that fpeaks?*' demanded he. " What voice do 1 
hear?" , . - 

TlKn, holding the torch'ncarcrmy fecc, ^^Jtlal^' cxclainacd he, 
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« Fernando dc CJoello, is it you I behold?— You, the man I Ibad 
feared had been murdkred." 

*' Js it Mustapha whom I ftc in thefc dungeons ?" cried I, aston- 
ilhed* " How have you gained this fubterranean piiron ? — Tell me, 
where is Sclima?** 

" She is with thc'Bafliaw," anfwercdhc j ** you imiSt accempany 
me thither.*' 

« Never r* cried I: « strike!— I aflc itas afevor of fricndftiip." 

*' Unlock hisdidfins," faid Mustapha, with a fmilc— " I know 
better what is due to friendfhip." 

The fiave unlocked my fetters.—" Follow me,*' feid Mustapha, 
advancing with the torch ; '* I will procure your liberty, in recom- 
pen fe for my own.'* 

iL ** Liberty I" murmured I, " what is liberty without Sclima?— ^ 
what is life itfclf without her? Mustapha; yon know thfe pidhirc of 
your long lost fistcr? — Sclima is the rcfemblance of that pi£ttMic.-- 
I conjure you, by the name of your lister, to free her from the 
Baftiaw'8 power.'* 

" Trust to destiny,^ replied he; ** Selima'is the property of the 
Baihaw." 

A black and winding way alocndcd into tlie body of tlic castles I 
fccnied to be m a lort of dream, as 1 palFcd through vario^'s cham- 
bers, and entered on that fuit of rooms where 1 had first Icen Scliim, 
We entered the last chamber, where tlte distant d»vq of day ibd 
its tranquil light through the lattice^ and a fine perfume from the 
garden to-eathoa peace to the fenfes. But thefc.had no charm for my 
foul. All my faculties were agoniaed at the fi|ht of Scliraa fittii^ 
Guictly on a fopha with the fiafhaw, and leaning her head on bis 
fhoiildcr. 

1 stood transfixed to the floor. She railed her eyes towards me? 
fparkling amidst trickling tcars.-^A deep blufh fprcad ova* her 
checks— She fmiled, but remained filent. Halt gaacd upon lier with 
pleafuje: then turned his eyes .towards me, with a mixture of curi- 
bfity and anger, examining my figure with a penetrating look. 

'* Yoiirg man," faid h^ in a tone rbcant to inipire confidence, 

" SeHma has just been laying many things in your favor. I am 

^witncfs of your gallantry in battle; and cannot fuppoft ycii guilty 

of the murder Mustapha ful'pccSted. Sclima has aiked your liberty, 

asd I will not deny her fiii'St request." 

\ toub^ fny bolbm fvvell with its wrongs, I darted- a look of ns 
proach upon Sclima. "No,*/ cried 1, agitated with a tumtilt of 
pafsion— " no, my Lord, I will not owe my life to the intercefsitm 
of her-, whom 1 now bshold fallen from the pride of Jndepcndcfjt 
virtue I No! lince I have^ lost her, life is a poo!) an "infignificant 
fiifc, and I will not take it at her hands.^' 



Ay pafsion arofc almost to choaking*— I was overcome at tmt 
i rccoikftions of tcnderncfs, and a view ©f all that I' had lost. 
' Quit the room,'* faid-Mustapha ^o a flavc who stood in waiting. 
:n turning to me, " Be fcatcd, I entreat," faid he, ** and calm 
Tc tcanfports. This night has been a night of wonderful difco- 
r* Fate has been uw^vell'ng mysteries; and circumstances tht 
it gloomy have produced eftc& the most pleafing- That is the 
haw Hyraddin Hali, ray brother, and the brother of Lady Zi- 
a. That is Selima, the daughter of our long lost liater: and 
is Fernando dc Coello, my friend and prcferver!*' 
^gafped for breath at theic words: it was a fiulh of joy Which 
■vdcd on my fcnfcs with infufferable tranfport, and I iunk for a 
mcnt into the arms of Mustapba, Sellma was not to be restrained 
the prefcncc of her uncles ; {herufhed forward, and taking my 
d»j prcffed it to her fluttering bofi»n — lier angel voi^e called mc 

:;■&. _,...■.- 

kVords were inexprcfsivc of our feelings. — We gazed upon each 
cr with picafurc ; for the (hort fentcncc of Mustapha liad made 
mutually acquainteil : and the innocence of Selima, fcemcd like 
leafing raelTare. from heavcOj tranquilizing every other care^ 
I learnt that Mustapha had found his brother in the midst of bat- 
wlien his prefcncc was necefiary to fave him from the fword of a 
iniard, who would, have cloven his head. It was after thispiecc 
fcrvice, he ventured to explain to bim the tragicah fate of 2iara. 
•raddin Hali was oyercomc with forrowat his lols i aiid havings 
longer any one to inherit his pt llcfsions, lie rclblvcd to retire 
m buly life, and pals tl)e rcstjof his days in his'cafetTc. 
The strange confufion that prcfcntcd to his eyes, raited his anger 
ond cojvtroul. The words of Namouna had touched him nearly ; 
1 he refolvcd to be rcfufcd no longer by a (live, whofe features and 
ruier had made a strong impreflion upon his heart. The flares 

dragged away Seliroa, infcnfiblc as flic was, placed her upon a 
rh, retiring when Hali cntcicd^ 

Tic approaclied her, with every paHion in a rage. Her difordered 

1 difcoveied her pale and disfiguied features ; and, ibr a moi^ent, 
relieved her adlually dead. He ftooped down to be certain, and 
eyes were attradlcd by the necklace Of pearl and gold. He started 
h horror, as a thoufand ideas and rccol^cdlions rudied upon his 
id. He called aloud for her attendants ; and before fhe wai fen- 
e of the violence he had meditated, flbe opened her eyes, to be 
jjved into his arms as a niece and acknowl^gcd relation. 
Vlustapha confirmed his b»-other in the certainty of the necklace, 
ich had been aprefcnt to Lady Zidana, for the little Selima, the 
f of her birth. ' • 

After this relation, Mustapha informed me, that Alqjonfor was 
ic to his castle to bring Lady Zld^w?^ x^ Vv'ti XiiQ-Cwsc^* 'XXa.N.Ni*. 
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Will profefe the true faith of Mahomet : wit^put this, he can ticvcr 
bcfbw on you the perfoD of bis Aiecc." 

This propdal ahnoll deprived mc of life ; and it was a long time 
before I had power to reply. At length I anftt'ercd : 

•* Muft ipha, fincc you ^rft knew me, did you ctcr know me guilty 
of a diflionorable adtion ? Did I ever change my opinion foi* cou- 
venicnce? or (ay one day, what I would not (land to ttie next ? 1 
am a fofdier, a Spaniardf, and a gentleman ; as fuch, no worldly tno- 
tivc, however powerful, can make me break the faith I liave pledged 
vto my country and Creator* The opinion 1 have hnbibcd in my 
^outh, (hall dcfcend \vith me to the grave : and you, as a man of 
honor, will aniw«r in your own breall to tlic reloluiion my fituation 
enforces upoa me.** 

We parted mutually diflatisficd ; and again I began to entertain 
thoughts of fecrct flight, upon which I molitated till the arrival ot 
Almonfor. and Lady Zidana. ^ 

This lady, Slaving beci) early ufed to the cufloms of Spain, did 

not poffcfs that diftant referve fb peculiar to Alia. She aknowlcdged 

• me as a fort of nephew ; and deliglited to hear me talk of Grenada, 

and her native plains. At the diflfance of twenty years, file had not 

" forgotten the landCcapcstliat charmed her in youth) arid (he fupphffcd 

aiigh, at my defcription of the ruined fituation of the Moorifb cafllc* 

. There yet remained in her perfon an outline, which brought the 

original to remcmbiancer and when 1 compared her to the whole* 

length likcncfs in the pidlure-galjery of the Caftic of^Montillo, a 

train of faddening refledtiotts liolc gradually over my mind-«thcde»i 

tay of mortality placed the tranficncc of human life in full view. 

' **If then fo- /hort be our exillcnccy" faid I to myfelf, **how 

worfe than foolifh to fuSer trifles tcT intercept the fraall portion of 

*^ felicity we might partake." 

I ii^it^no opportunity to lay my claims in pcrfbn before Lady Zi* 
dana ; I,, therefore, ventured to difcldfc my fchemcs to Almonfor. 
tic fmilcd at my tolly, as he called it.— -" Wiat," laid bf,;<^ can 
you offer to thele relations of Sclima as equivalent? or how will 
you carry her away from a cafllc like thb, twp days journey acrofs 
the dcfcrt of Ceuta ?»' ^ • 

I was startled at this fa^, and remained filent. 
" You are a young man,** faid he; " perhaps you have yet to 
loarn, that, m purfuitof ow own paflions, we muft flatter thpic of 
othersiiv Revenge is nearly as paramount as love. You fball pledge 
yourfclf to bring Don Padilla tojul\ice; and to claim from him/ in 
behalf of their liiler. the elVate in Grenada. No doubt yonr pro- 
pofaV will be accepted— and Lady Zidana, who has an ardent dcfire 
of rcvifiting Spain, (hall accompany us." 

" Promlfc What you will^*' feid I, " you fliall not find mc tartly 
iii thepci for manw— give me but Selima, and take the world feiidcs*.". 
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Thc Ihtle fort and town of Ccutd was extrdmcly crowded by the 
numbers of frcfli troops from Spain ; and beirg myiclf as a private 
niaiij Ihadwitb difficulty procured a little houfe for our family, 
that we might not be interrupted by the impertinence or curiofity of 
fctrangei-s. To thitWilc 1 condudc^ my bride; apd wc fat down 
to a Onall feast, with hearts united 1^ love ajxi friend Ailp. 

1 hai attained the Cammit of my wifhcs in the pafldTiou of Sell* 
ma ; and I cxultol in the certakity, that I was now above tlie pow» 
crs of chance^ and out of the reach of reverfive fortune. 

Sclima retired with hcf female flavc to her chamber : it was eleven 
o^clock— and, aflcr waiting half an hour till the flavc returned, X^ 
left tbecoiBfKmy of Almontor and Lady Zidana, who immediately '^ 
retired to tlicir fcvcral apartments. 

It ]s how I am going to rdate to you the most criiel incident diat 
ever bc&l me. 

Winged with unpatience^ ] flew to the chamber of my lovely 
bride. I opened the door, and was palBtd through every limb with 
a fight of hpiTOr. I beheld, feated upon the frame of the bed, the 
jamc figure I had fecn in the Gastic of Montillo, which led me into 
its tcpulchral labyrintbs-^The faine fpc^rc which, habited as a fol* 
dier, had first stopped me in the defile. Animated death wa^ im« 
preffcd upon his terrific countaiancci bis eyes fixed upon me^ with 
a. look which chilled my fpirits as they- flowed.. 

An half-uttered groan cibaped my breaA, as 1 fat down fpeechle^ 
upon an pppoGtc feat, and continued to gaze on the fhangc form of 
tliis phantom, thixjugh ^c dim light which one giimrocring taper 
jtmittcd. ^ , 

-It is impoiUblc to defcribe the fenfations of the mind, at an inter* 
view with a viGbte, yet impalpable* and fupernatural being.— A be* 
ing unconnc£lcd with any clafs of exiitenccs that are familiar to our 
ieni'es; and which fills the thinking faculty of man with fo much 
mingled wonder and terror, that the mind becomes m(»re bewildered^ , 
the more we attempt to reafon and rcfleft. 

Transfixed as 1 was with the unexpe£fed appearance of this fear* 
fell guest, 1 turned my eyes with a cautious motion towards the bed 
where Setima lay, apparently in a profound flecp ; whic^i, in ibine' 
meafure, relieved my apprchcniions on her account. 

The fpedlre still followed the motions of n>y cye^ oWiarvinga pm- 
Ibund and awful filence ; which I knew not how ta interrupt, and 
could fcarcely endure. It moved not fipm where it fat, till twelve 
struck upon the garrilbn clock : then flowly rifmg^ it stood between » 
me and delima, mak'mg a fign that l-(houid depart. . 

1 arofe at his motion, but I was not willing to obey the intima- -, 
tion ; it feemed ihocking to leave Selima alone with this dread be* > 
ttigin the room* i stoodstill. Hcfrowncdangrily uponmej.and 
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Sdima was dtllght^ with the folemnlty ahd fublimky pf dc 
fccncry : the wind gcntlv rippled oVcr the waves ; the regular mo- 
tion, .as they dafhed on the bwch, moved over the foifl in fccret awe* 
Wc flood hand m hand, upon a rocky part of the (hore, (ilently 
occupied by our own ideas, and the infinitude which circumboundcd 
creation* A confufed murmur of diftant voices aroufed our attention. 
I would immediately, have hurried Selima from the fpot, appre- 
henfivc for her fafety— when a fuddcn cry of distrefs caught ray e?r, 
and siroufcd the feelings of a foldier, Sdima partook of my feelings,^ 
and wc both haUcncd pwards the founds. I gave Selima one of my 
piHols, with which fhc might defend heirfrlf} and being dfeffed iu 
appearance as a man, (he had no (cjcual violence to feat. 

1 foon perceived a contiifed nu:nber of people on the Chore, drcfTed 
like Spanilh leamari. On our appearance they took to flight, Icav. 
iiip, behind them a peHbn whp lay upon the fawds. I feared thajt. 
our arrival was too late. 1 (looped down to examine his fituation," 
and found that he yet breathed, though he was deprived of his fcnts 
by fcvera! icvcrc blows. I could perceive no wound, and began to en- 
tertain hopes that his life might be prefcrved. His dref; was that of 
a filherman, and I obfervcd the fand near him to have been partly 
thrown up; from whicli I inferred, that his enemies had intended 
to conceal him after «ccu ting their piirpofe. 
^ Fortunately SeHma had fome ftrong tffcnce, with which fhc chafed; 
his temples ; and, after fome time, he recovered his fpetch in a 
broken andxontufed manner. His voice no Iboner reached my cars, 
than I fartcicdit familiar ; -and my intercf\ became ifpoflible firohgcr. 
In the Mediterranean, as you well know, there is no tide, and the 
fands, when there is no florm, remain conlkntly dry ; fo that wc . 
ran no danger by mtingdown, and waiting till morning might, 
bring us afuflancc : meanwhile our patient recovered liis faculties by 
degrees, and when day began to break, he was fo much better as to 
be able to uand upon his feet. 

When ol:ge£ls were vifible, I examined with attention the features 
of his tace : his femblance to Sel ima, and the tones of his voice equal- 
ly struck mc-*-a confuted furmife Van through my mind. 

*' Arc you a Spaniard?** faid V: " are you in fa£ta filherman?*^ 
** I am a fifherman," replied he, in a low voice. *' Ifhad, from 
timet© time, laid by my little earnings, for a purpafe Hiadmuch 
at lieart ; and, to be fccurc, 1 hid it a foot deep in the fands. My 
comrades difcovercd my ircafure, by watching me to the fpot ; and, 
But for your afli>Qkicc, no doubt, would have murdered me." 

' ''This is very natuml," Md I ; *' bat you liayc a foreign accent, 
and, pardon me, I do not think you arc a Spaniard V 

He appear^ mthcr confufed at thrfc words. " Wiiatcver I am, 
Senpr," laid ke, ** 1 have iufficicnt gratitude to acknowledge the la- 
Yor I have received from you j in additioa to which, I entreat tiiat 
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you will fuffcr me to rettiam here till ieme perfonr of kls note niay 
come by, an<i conduft mc to my hovel/' 

" Sclima,** ikid 1, *Vthis is furcly fomc unknown brother of 
yours ; his voice reminds rae of Hyrsildin Hali." This 1 fpokc in 
the Aioorifli dialciSl, 

He inquired, in the lanae tongue, if 1 knew Hyraddin Hali. 

"He is my uncle," replied Scliiiia. 

** And i am AH, hie fon," faid the youth. 

I was almoft fpecchlcfs with the pleafing furprife; and hadZara 
arifcn from the fands, where fbe was. burial, Jl could not have been 
itiore aftonifhed. ; 

I pretended to doubt ; and inquired by what ftrange accident the 
ion c^ a Bafliaw fl)ouId be metamorpbo&d into a poor filherman. ~ 

" My ftory," (aid he/ *' is wonderful; but it Is too long for my 
flrength and iny fituation. I have fufficicntly exhaufted my dcfirc 
for rambling, and the money I had treaiurcd was to haye^aid tor 
my retunu" — . 

1 forbore tormenting him with qucftions j and with mudi difficulty 
we fupportcd him to Malaga* Lady Zidana was ^charmed With fo 
providential a meeting, and underiook to attend , in peifon ^e re- 
covery of her nephew All. 

It was here that we learnt the defign ©f Don Padilla to become 
an huiband, for the third time, in bis old age ; and it was out of 
compaflion for the unfortunate lady, vvho was compelled by the ava- 
rice of her father, that we planned a fchemc, which Aimonibr un- 
dertook to execute, with ^l the terrors of myllery, which he welt 
knew how to afiumc. - * < 

It was a long time before Ali^recovcred his contufions, and w*as in 
a ftate of health to undertake a jqurney* 1 rejoiced in the happinefs 
of Kyraddij), as he would now no longer regret the loisof Sclima, 
whofepnly portion would be her claim to the KcOvery of the Gre- 
nada eftatcs. 

The day wag fixed for the departure of Ali, and I had prepared 
ieVeral little prefents for my Moorifh friends ; when an unpleafant 
cirdumftance involved us in frefli troubles, partly, indeed, arifing 
from my own negligence. 

'i1ie jSfherrncn, who knew Ali only as one of thcif own clafs, 
were cQvious of his good fortune, in being protected by a perfon of 
feme confideration ; and not knowing how to revenge themfelves, 
detcrniined at Icafl to plunder the little repofitory of his favii-jge. 

Providence had'fo dire<Slcd that Ali had made his dcpofit immedi- 
ately over thcchcQ contaiqing the b<^y of his fifter; ai7d the filhcr- 
mcn, prompted by avarice, contin«ed*o dig, in hopes of further gain, 
till they at lall feachcd the trunk. Their furprife ^nd difappoint- 
in«nt was equal, on dilcovering a dead body, which theyiumicdiat^^ly 
concluded nmst have been murdered by Ali ^ and, from the rich (ha^.v.'L. 



Ml into iJjc water.— I was not a little ^ncrcd at the !ofs ; J^nd lAiy •. 
^dana in apfblogy imputed it ta her agitation—" Which," faid^Ci. 
, ** arofc from remembering, that this pidure belonged to the Count, • 
my^iufband; who certainly never parted * wilfingly with it. But 
you tell tncthatyoufoun4itin yonder caftlc.— How /it could be 
there I am unable to imagine." - 

. I then informed her that we had found it in a parcel, which, n^ 
doubt, belonged to fome rot3bers ; and that we fuppofed they had > 
thcrcconcpaiS thcmfelvcs in fomefecrct chamber; as fonie perfon 
had paflcd us in the dark, but efcaped oov moft vigilant fcrutiny. > 
" Therein beneath that caftlc, faid Lady Zidana, ** oneof thf ^ 
inoft fingular caverns perhaps in the world* I r^jucmbcr once vifit- 
iiig it in C(>mpany with Cfount Ferendez. That building was a . 
Moorifh palace, and princcj have been buried beneath its lofty tow- 
i*s : but now, alas I there #cmains only ruins; and I have livtd to 
ice dcftroyed, by wanton violence, what had taken ages to build and 
adorn, and which it would have required ages to defiroy'' 

The night fct in with clouds, and fearing that we might rtqjeii^ . 
cnccaftorm, I propofcd that we fhould land, and pafs the time in one 
©f the chambei-s of the tower ; where we could light a fire of faggots, 
and our numbers would be fupertor to danger. 

This propofal, after fome little debate, with fear wf s agreed to j 
and, putting the boat on fliore, we iectired her to the llaple in the 
flcps. I #ould not prevail on the ladies to proced beyond tlic 
Tgromid floor; the chamber on which >Vas lb blackened vvitii the Imoke 
of die former flames, that its appearance was difmal in extrcmC| 
and excited a thoufand Unpleafing reflections. 
> Wc lighted a large fire upon the floor, of dry boughs ; and, 
fprcadingfome carpets, partook of a repast, which we mingled with 
%vinc, till our [pints were reconciled to the gloom of our fituation. . 
Almonlbr and myfclf, well araitd, agreed to watch, while bur fer- , 
vants and the ladFes fliould endeavor to fleep upon the carpets • and 
we (at (ilcHtly regarding the embers as they glowed Upon tfie pave- 
ment, apd fliot, at intervals, a faint blaze upon the finoaky walb. 
I pidlured in my rajnd all the various tranfaftions that had, per- 
haps, taken place in this dreary chamber* The caroufalsof mirth, 
and the outrages of violence, by turns, were preicnt to my imagina- 
tion ; and I almoft believed that 1 heard the cry of murder in tljc 
midnight brce*e. 

The terrors we had felt when liftcning to the ftomi arofc frcfti to 
iTicmpry, and I fliuddcred at the reflexion. 1 looked round upon 
Scliraa, whom ft^tigue had lulled to reft, and a more pleafing train 
of thought entered on my mind : wlien my aftoniflied fcn& Were 
confounaed by a fight^ as (Irange as it was unaccountablct 
1 beheld in one -corner of the room, where the light of our fire flwd 
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life ott oiic fid^, ind a rtian'» fecc, hllf c6^fr«-ed with a Vtnera1% 
beard) ipp^t beneath it. I wais too mnch firudc With hdrfbr tQ 
f|k:dk I but» graf^Hnd'the arni of Almonfor, 1 planted to the^ctofe oC 
my alatrti. He hjw'bniy time to be cohvititcd that my tcm$fwas 
not an idle dream^ before the (lone do(^d into Us pl^Or. 

« Wiiatcan this mean?" Olid Almortlbf, ftkftirtg oh hts feftr 
<^ 1^ liSrixamiric, Fernando." 

h\vi& aftcfnilhd at bis coolilefs, <vWefl half dll^fe lied trtV feJirs. 
«It i*, p^rhaj)^" fa'id I» *< foirifr i})irit, trtiote b6dyri burled fee- 
clatli that ftbnc." 

• '*Thtn I will ddmlne the ikelcton," itplicd he, lifting a 
tdrdi. ••'Come, Fcrhandoj you Were nbt afra1d.of a&iritonthc 
i-ampartiofGcutaj lias it at' more terrible cffediri the cattle of Grc- 
nidiV - r 

I»waydii"rifted With his bravery^ atid rectJvei-ed cbi^dcnce from 
his words. J lighted another tofdii and fdlldw^td the place where 
VTd had fccn iliis Grange appeatahc^ Atmbnfof Oejlpea upon the 
ftbne, and moving frdra one iidc tb the bihtr, obfrrvcd that it was 
looTdvttajdath.his feet; bufcfo cx^aiy ittiiigtb the othcrS, that no 
hold.>»a«lcfttoraifcit. ^ 

Tlic dagger, wliich 1 conftantly carried about frtei U^ fbrnicd- 
with three fides, and peculiarly flroftg. I hlfiniia'tcd the point be-' 
twc^n theftOncs, amtjaifirtgftftowly tiH \Ve got a fit-mci^hold, we. 
lifted it wholly oifohc fide, and behtld beneath us, not a fkelelon or 
a^grave» but a black and yawniiig gulph, into which the light of oUr 
torclies fcarce penetrated. - 

it now became necelTafcy to refic6l before \Pt proceeded farther. 

" It Is certain,'* faid Alrtioi)f.ir, ^* thatthert is Ibmc myflcry in- 
vblvcd in this bufinefs ; and as certain th^ 1 will not^uit this Caftle 
tfli I an^ fitisficd.— Fernanda, dare you follow me f " 

I finilkd at this challicngc. *'Jf there is a niyfldy, and iiV this place,'* 
ahfwcrcd I, "no nian has more obligation tlianniyfelif to fiRirch info 
it— Let itie, tiiercforc, firft advance.*' 

We refrained waking oUr feivants, a^ we khew the barge-men 
fcfept wktch without ; and afttr-examlnrng to fee if Our piftols Wd'c. 
properly loaded, we began to dcfeeud a narrow flight of fteps, al-.* 
molt pcrpcndidul^t, and built in the form of thofe leading uj) a dreu- 
lar tower. r , _ . • . - 

So -far did tlWy pcnctmtc into the eatth, that tliey fcetoed with- 

-otit end ; and were the mOrc perplexing as We could nOt fee a yard 

before ns. We frequently liftcticd, but not the fmailell noitercached 

tiS ;' and \>t\\&\ we rejected on the fingulafrity of tlic place, even Al- 

inonfop began to doubt whctlier the figure wfe h4d fcen was bmvian* 

After cKcctiding at kaftthlree hundi-ed (tcps in an almoft pcfr^pcij. 
dicular direCtioui we altered at onde into the moil beautiful grgt^c 
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fVrhJdi Ifwcyjcoold paint. Froipthc rcfle^ipn <^f llw t«?0?fcwrfftfji 
,U>^t W^ c^J-ri^, atWaaie ©f light burft ^ppyi u^, wm<^, Ibr ia>i|^<). 

mciiti fiartled US9 as though w« h^d pio^^tQ^vintPA rtig^(^<^.fkri^p^ 
^ .Fj^g;i|^t0if€air|*df'a^-<^^i«U8doinc^ whofeibtfigbtAva^alQne^faf* 
.$£i^j^y gr^ to ^ptci^ atiaur^tioR ; irpcn t^nce (kpe|i#i! ii^laditf s 
f9r^U:ti]|cy^iited^Ipui:8t)]a|; cUt^^ i^ t)ie;Priii^« Th<; M<:^ la^d 

natural calumrvsv which fwclUd of different heights, vrere Qf tj^e 
^)^ -bfaAttital ;f|»r., ftin3t,cd .wilih (IreaHis of ' €0W i 'tj« :gr<9und 
. jiiiras Ipriukkd with little pieces^ ^ if flr^w«d wt^i V^if ty>of geitt^. 
TJm; e^<a'thi^>dlliail«aStfni^^ 

the iiaind is without dctcription ; and weli^JiDd foripHiet^O* inple^^ 
.^UjCa^OOi^Hncot ;;ajQd'wond^,4wl)Qli)r^forge^fal ^f 'Sk^-mfk ^^khkh 
.J^4^s.tl^itlper» .,. 
V Jtf^,|3|<pw<^ life«lti|cti«afMry.Gf ,natur€i;,\vhc*^ topi^sserd^ 

with emeralds, and amcthy ft s mingled with bc^nMi?g-ritbi<ts, in v»fi* 
^us tjijftpoHS^ and ftw^iild . w^^tbi^s. ^ gojiv jnifcit^lytkfs , a^pt arcd 
_i^€\y tOi^y r.n^cplrlcj^^i the MMnoft ;{p^eQd<??; of? the CilestiaJ >>9tb0ii/ 

tijat was cTegantiy bcamilbl--butthis was n??g4wfi««ntiy fc^ 

. \ 9«f jij*4i4 i!»)»tpc¥flait'U l^j^^j^vthispaia^c^f jewels, ' 

.W€ croiltd to a paffage which appeared on the^ppolite'&fc. It Wis 
.jeNaptiJw* ajid h^d th^s ^f^m^^t of il^^ at l«lltfee!t?n criargdel by 
c^ip.chi&l- ^Thr€ii^jgJj;tbj^^v€paft54^ftboujttw«^^^ whiih fed^ 

u$ to another defcent of marblt fteps, condufting us into ^ plaqp, 
rw^ich atjOA^^i^^ratod the fjf4«¥)^ : 

: ,iIt.wa*ailar^ecav^ni;-tJjcA«alW?of v^^^^ 

^,Ufb^mwhky in wbiph, ms ^oi iadai^ fnir^^ry the torelsesfilfiaffBtid 
«^idbr^«aeiai3choi)? r^iCi^^;^. - in nicli^:?,, ^j^ei^bcr fidevWcre^pUin 
.marble Qpffin^, ii>feribfd mib J^i\ih c\mia^iS^€rsy.wi cwrtarfiing 

the mofiJABriKlg r«ll¥U»s<>f.4coc^W i^^ DgsA .ii««|e^ here 

to. repofe in (late ; and the jolly >pC ^U4v<i^nai3 ^gf |tHdc»'< Was im- 
^^j^f^^^&^nthttRiiii^ with^a 4i^gu?gc.^p>or^i^y'ca» »ev<ar teach> 

and devotion itfclf^t feebly iQiliarc* r 

/ WAp?^fttt i" foltron fil«ic^> !as««,kH)kedr^Ui?4tlM«inwifi©n of 

departed gi-andcur*- Ifeemcd'to iki^Jc wi^n myl^f: and.a*iJi 
leteapsd Hie tat. ?emcaxbcring, that l-^I, who ilcK^ fnufiwg^oB-the 
iate ot iotiicrs, (hould, like thefDj be m^glcd wnh^tbc 0i*ft, 
.4ih3iQi|ibr mi^dc ;fin?ilar rfflfd4pf>s; he looted cQwod on tWs 

folcmn mayfolcUm with reverence, and wc forgot, lor a tin*?, ©lir 
JUpat*^ ^ipurfttit. . 

J*Tom tills (^te of la^ Tfiilc^ipn^ avc Twer^c nif^&d/Jby A -diflmit ^ 
.i<)tt«dx)f mufic, wluf h flqated jiJong llw^: aritod;iiat^tv»g of this wofl- 
.^fffclpl^ce. . 

" I have heard," laid I, ** a chorus^ aerial fpiritS; ttnd iMf^- 
^bly tKs isafympbo^y ofif«bterraii«itn ^i^si" 
, Ahnon^br iii3vl«d «Hd wc,floi% ^dwwcfd. Wcjhrid^aot ^tpi*- 

$«9cH mr^y y w^ fowj x^his Ajytej®^W«*tby -trifa^ 
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iinguifhcd tjiat the founds proceeded from an organ, accompa 
in the Tc Dcum by a very fine votcc^ which, in this fer^iounc 
cavitVj bad an effect akogciher fingular. 

*♦ This is certainly enchantment," laid Ij " at lead wc have 

thing to fear : for were robbers the inhabitants of this «xtenGv« 

vern, they would have little taOc for the harroonifing found 

imific." ♦ * , 

. We proceeded with caution, that wc might not interrupt the ' 

• iician ; and quickly found ourfclvcs at the entrance of a fpac 
chamtir, lighted with near, a dozen lamps* and decorate^ in a i 
which HrucJ; us with furprifc, » 

^ The fufniturt Was jbat of andcnt times ; but what attra£led 
regard from the novelty of the ptaee, was a lady, ^rcffcd in mo\ 
ing rote, playing upon an organ, whofc foil tones had and 
' aftoril/hinfely grand. 

The flame ot our torches could not be conccaTctJ. She fudA 
ceafed to play, and turning round,'ftartcd up with furprife at 
iiglyt of two ftrarigcrs. 

> ^ Koavfens I'' cxcfalmed Almonfor, ^* am I dccdvedi^Do J 
Lady Emira ?'•' ' ' 

^ *' X^dy Emira!" repeated I, Aruck with the feint nfmrM 
this lady had to the pifturc in the Castle of Montillo-y** Can i 
pofllbk?'' 

** Who," faid (he, in a firm voke, " is it that remembers me 
think the voice has once •been known to nie, but tinie has rend 
' my memory treacherous. Why are you tome? and how came ; 

• CavaJicrs, into this phcci fo distant from the knowledge of ma 

*' Piovidence," anfwcrcd I, ** could alone have conduilcd 
This, lady, is Almonfor, once the fci-vant of Don Padilla.'* . 

Her countenance cliangcd at the name. 
, « Are you then fcnt hither by Padilla V faid (lie, m a f^ltc 
voice.— ^* 1 wonder indeed that he eame not himfelf." 

*'No/' replied T, ^' bc"nder no apprehcniion from us.— ^I 
Fernando dc Goello, your nephew.'* - 

' " Gracious Heaven l" exclaimed fhe, giving way to tears, 
thank thee J Then I (hall once more bchoW the light Off the fi 

• dncc more breathe the pure air of the day, and again behold hui 
kcings/' : " - ^j 

« Affuredly fo," fgid Almonfor.--" You are at liberty from 

hour— we will condu<a and protect you. -^-But how is it poifiblc 

could haVc rcfid^ in this pla^e for more th^n twenty years ?-*I 

do you procure fustenance^— or is thtie fome otlicr outlet intc 

-country?" ' : 

"There is fome* fccret paffagc,*^ returned (he, *^ hot whrr 
know not J as Don Padilla always preferved it from our kiiowle 
fid^oy the 9ld stcwsird at the Ca^tls ef MontiUo, aud.Torcfa^ 
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'WftiQg miM^i have t4«n^)f;^i^^{iti deoiiH^»ik»»Gs:fif'iny impri« 

iJBirM^ intflfif ^^^fi9^ ^ 4*ftj4 .livWl arj|«?ilibliftr io Ahc Easternclmnfi- 
rjb^ ^-iMowillp «»^i0^a*iMatj^iw»5 : can^'isiiflet) to ,«onvey lae fe« 

, Whfe'14^7 %emk y«t fpqte, Tcrrf^ wtead, ♦'ith a baikct «f 
4tr«felafi^ ^li)i(s fti^^es* 6)ie »)Kas tenrificd at our prefenee, and 
'f«fi»tlmn'yi3g ssv*ay, ^rtei-^tei Wlioe iOt' rhcr jady. cncopraged hereto 

trembling btrfelf. " He was iiv hopes of difcoycripg fouic paiTagc 
i<«H*.Gf rins :ptefcc,Tth»t (Wc^oMibt BOti» atowv^d Jy the neglcdl of 
ilJoi^iPfiliiilais >3Ffiaf Ijr vifit, f He h^ Jxwid a way, my Lady;, be- 
a^QUd the vgrpttoy^w :5L Joog ^^uid«)g-StAir, wWoh was finiflicd by *a 
iili^ dofti:, iwdfc ;^> a tei^e tfl^t $to»« : tWs bo' raifed with a ^reat 
deal of difficulty, mimm&^y^yM^MHg^f^y&R tlieili^tof^a 
compeioy df -jr<Abor&* feme ' fitting- WJd ibme fiecpiog pound a fer^c 
fire iupim: tbe i»or. Hp Tettira«d wathoia stay ip-^ to look Uthiridf 
him ; .'and be was ^raid -oi alawning jour k^v fliip, till his ovm 
fi^cHtiBK^ldibejoaFcr*'' " 

;Jimifei,^t.th^s mlc^of Tercfai 'wbic^ leJiplaiflcd; and dcfirdd 
]fl«*t tbis fyen«aWe fcrvant wbofefilvcr baits and i*Bow»wbitc beaid 
bad foalarmcd mc, miglit app^f Terefe fooii:hrQiJght hijn before 
lASy aod we^xcaoie mutually^cquaintcd'-^laugbiDg at our various ap«^ 
-^•^iejifiOTj^. ',.■■'■■- 

^' Tl;«re /f»cm^n©tbirtg wanting,'* faid Alfliopfor, ^' but Itght 
an^ Jiiwnty, lobc'pcrfod\ly acconiodatcdn-This^i^ a fubtcrraHeaii 
pafece." ^ , 

" And that no.mcan one/* faid I>J»dy Emifa : *f there are apart* 
m^^it^vbich, if well %ktedi AVould put out ot'.countenaqcs thofe 
Hf>pn ^e ftniace of the (t»^i. TUc former kings of Grenada ufed 
frjcquently to rcfide in tlicm^uipg ,tbc.hea|s of jfurnro^r ;, but ^he 
fountains whicli then flowed, now only fupply a fmail stream, and 
the records o£ Us beauty have been long lost, — All its magnificence, 
hi; my giriifli days, had dsvindlcd in dele; iption to talcs of dungeons 
a^ vaults, where tlie greateff cruelties had been coinmitted/' 

I inquired if (he recoil c(f^ed that (he had a daughtee, and pro- 
ppfcd tiiat fhe ihould accouipany us ; fearing we miftht be miflbd by 
oiar company, who would be in coastcrnation at ourfuddcn depar* 
tiire. 

She informed us, that Pad ill a Jiad once or twice fj^oken of the 
elegant form ot Virginia in his annual vifus ; and that the dcfirc ijf 
feeing her daughter, was almolVthe only wilh fht* had to e* i'.tr 
the wo» Id : for, Grange as it might aj^ear, what at iiVfl fhe lia I c ^ 
iivlcred as the nio!l cruel of imprifonments> longiiubit, il »{ i: ;. ,.t . 
pr.dearcdy had at Icaft reconciled. , ^ 

X 2 • 
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It required iomc degree t>f pefolution to refolvc at once upon Ifear* 
ing this habitation ; and, but for my isipatience to depart, many 
hour* would have b^in fpeht in preparation. So Quickly had the 
time pafled away during our refearches, and firfl converiktion oa fo 
ftranffc a difcovery, that t!ie day was already dawned wheii we rcadud 
the cSamber, where our fi-ieiids remained^s we had Ifcit them. 

I awoke the ladies, and introduced them to this uncxpcdicd (Iran- 
gcr ; leaving till atuture period an explanation, whidi mud bcmO'« 
tuaily embarrafilng, and would havo produced inveterate rivalihifi 
had not the obje£t of contention long fince forfeited ail claims upon 
tlie heart of cither. 

We fpau the greatest part of tfeat day in examining the curiofitics 
of this wonderful cavern; which I judged to have been originally 
tlic work of the Goths, from the ornamental frc^-work, cut in places 
in thelivingf rock.— But as we fball probably one day vilitit togfr 
thcr, I (hall now pafs over a further dcfcriptbru 

Our train was, by this acccflion, ctnfiderably incrcafcd ; and it 
became neccffary, on our arrival ^t Grenada, to hire a whole houfc 
for our accomtnodation.. My impatience to reach Madrid, where 1 
learned Don Padilla was gone, obliged me tb leave many arrange* 
nents to Almonfor j and it was not the least lingular of my adven- 
tures, that I fliouia arrive there at fo critlt^l a moment, and bcConie 
the witnefs of an e rent io unfortunate. 

Thus Fernando de Cocllo concluded his narrative; and the Mar- . 
quisof Dtrnia, after congratulating him on the fortunate iffuc of fo 
lingular a concatination of incidents, adverted to the then posture 
of their afTaii-s,* the illnefs of Virginia, and the unhappy confine* 
ment of Antonio and Valcdia. 

The day had broke upon the long narrative of Fernando; audi on 
inquiry, finding Virginia enjoyed a tranquiiizing flecp, tho W« 
friends (ttircd to take a few hours ncccflary repofc.. 
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CHAPTJ&R VII. ; . 

(^t have Ibeardy that grief foft ens the mlnd^^ 
And makes it fearful and degenerate \ 
^blnk therefore on. revenge^ and ceafe to weep.'^ 
; Butvfhocaneeqfeto'weep^andlpokontbis? ^ , 

. , , , , SHAKSPEAae.' 

AS fobn as the Marquis oi Dfenia awokc,^c fentfor Raqlo to 
in<|uirc after Berenice ; and was not a Jittle furprifcd when that faith- 
ful fcryant entercdj yery much difturbcd in his tnanncfr and with a 
^vildnefsin-his countenance, which was not eafily accounted fq^ 

^VW-hat is the matter vRaoio ?*' cried he*--'' Where is your charge ? 
— ^Surc you have not fuffered her to cfcape? . ^ 

*' Su Petcrprotc6l us!'*' replied Raolo, bowing— "She is gone, 
Senor, where ihe will be rewarded for all her evil d^ds,*' 

^*la«n torry for it," replied the Marquis ; " I had a tboufand ^ 
qucftions of, importance to alk, which will now never be anfwercdir 
' Go| and bring me tlie picture which hangs abou| her ncck.*^ 

*' She has taken it with licr," anfwcredRuolo/ 

*f Taken it with her!/' repeafed the Marquis.—" Did yem.Tiot 
fay- (he was dead? Y«u have been ncgiigcn.t on your poft, Raoloj 
andlet her efcapc,'" 

^' f^r mailer came for her/' faidRado, looking fcartpUyreuno!. 

>« How ?" cried the Marquis, ftarting up — ** Has Don Padil^ 

been here?— Did he dare ? But no, that was impoiRble, he is 

. laic in the Inquifition— that will not eKCulc you. Radio. J charge 
you, on your fidelity, to inform me quickly what ha^ happened to 
Berenice ^ and how fhc vyas {hfTered to quit my houfc lb flrangcly ?" 

*« Strange enough it was 1*^ replied Raolo. '* Poor Wretch!—! ^ 
(hall never forget the agony fhc wa? in while I live I 1 fbould have 
caflcd you, Sewbr, but you were locked in with bis ExccHcnza Fcr« 
nando ; and I knew brother foJdiers love to rdatc old stories." 

'* Go strait forward without profing," laid the Marquis ; *' you 
raiie ciirloiity with triflcs.-r-Ihave not much time to fparc.*' . 

" Whco that old witch was delivered over to my care," faid RA- 
olo, *' I gave her a dry comfortable fuit of clothes, and Tome re- 
Irelhment, and* locked hev up fafe in the houfe-kecpcr's great rooip, 
that fhe might not efcape to do any mifcbief in the night. 

" Now/' thought l:to m^felfj ** my lord and his friend arc talk- 
ing about former times, over a good bottle of \vinej and why IhouH 
^ot I, their fcrvunt, be thinking them over by myftlf andfe gla'fs ©f 
Malaga?" So, your ExccUciiza, I lat down in my owi|,room; i»*. 
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tending to be ready if any tiling (hould be wanted. I svap obliged^ 
to break off a long train of rcflc£lions on the jolly tirae when we 
lay in the camp, by a loud rap attihciotititrgatc, " Who caa it bfe,"- 
thought I, " at fo unT«afonaDlc an ho^r?'* 

** I waited for the porter to gpen the gate, but he was fafc afleepj 
««id juft «9 i , reached the ii^H, t-he clotk tettk twelve. " Very 
Well," liid I to uyffelf, *' tbisis.a fii)eliour1;o^ii9|»«^PUfiOfiiance iato 
an houfc like this— rKiiock j^gs^in.*' .Juft ras ,1 i|>i^J?!W»JiiDced thefi 
words, there was another rap atthe-gatft^ ^^EfisiolaJL* faid I,. 
*Vtbcy will diflttib my lady, and interrupt my matter, iqVti kt 
\tbtthcr lis a ghoft, or a traveller abroad at this hour.— 
. . ^* Who% there?'' faid 1, throqgli .tiicfirating. ^ "" ^ 

^'^esOctohcr." ^ .: \. ... 

"To who?" jdemandcdj. - i- . 

r * ^* To .Beixnice," replied .the voicc.-^^' J bftveia mlb@^i inspor- 
* tancc— open the gate !" 

" I'Cotyfidercd that he Awas but oi}e,.an^vhat if he Hwwrfd attempt 
^ to be outrageous, I.could caftly bring ujonrhinvtwo «a\|%)jicj:s, .wfeo 
?,fearcd?neithcr man nor devil in.an.hon«r^ble vvgiy-nfo J .^ncd thC' 
\^oq'r» A.bl^ck man immediately ,ent^edjthe,h^U: J itr^ldkd; wibile 
"I clofed i|nd bohed tlic gw^tfi. > 3. - 

" Go," faid he, '^toBerenlce; "tcU^h^.I-haveA; Weffigcto dc- 
iiivet;, .whijch file aJonc must.fcear," ' .'■— . - 

*<^ He vfcowled at ^ne with his fieV-qe pycs ?aMe Jpofce,-a»d li dacid- 
'^ not to dilbbcy him, though! felt Ihockeda^^hispr^feec. 
J **i ran to the 'houfcijgscper's roopi, aod,- -uulockiggltljc door, : 
'Joiind Bef cMJce drclted in the clotlics I had given her, and ^kOediojS; - 
' lupon vhc ground, with her face npon^adsair* 

. " M idam,*'<feid I, " hcrcis aibiack manjismapdsrtpfpcak wkfii 
^yo^.»^" .,. / \ ' ,, . .,. , - 

" With me?" aved fhe, wilflly fbrti^g juj), while her tyc^ £htf«d " 
'fotflie fceincd gpiug outof her feAfev .. ^^ 
.' ** Yes, xvvith- you,"' anfwercd 1 : '' (lialM bnogiiijpjBpl*' 
]. « .0 1 no, no, no," repeated fiitT) ^uitated-r*^ jl)car RftoU), I hi- 
fecihyoLi tell him I cannot come. -. Haw .^id'te Ipoki— wms jfae i 
^ai^gry?" . . • - 

** Yes," replied I* *^ be looked :tjerrible : he is ahiioft fev^n :fc<rt 
,hfgh,aiKl looks, as X never lawman look." . .^. . 

" 1 am lo!^, loA to ttcinityl" «ritd fte, chfpjig her hands .ip S 
dcfpair- *'X)I why didt'eri^randopievcnt my purpofel TcU Uhh 
I vvillr/oi— cannot cc,mc.'* 

*^ { went down, fhiiddering at tlie thought of agninfpeaking to 
•this fierce black ;. but when i deliycrcd-hcr icjfMfal, l|c IkiiUd witlVf^. 
•,;in^guity; .whidvttiade my JaeaiTbc^t in t^^^ . _, - 
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^<Jf flic will not cdmc i&mt, 1 will ga to bcr,*^ fald he;— «Thinka 
{heto «lOd« my power?*' ' :, ., 

** He ftrodc through the hafl, ss if lie, had hctn fatui) lar Jn tftr 
houfe ; went on to the' honfc*kceper'» room ; while I folIoNi^ 
trembling apprehcnfion, andfo much taken up in what was pMC^ 
that Ihad no idea of calling for bclp." ^^ v 

t *f This b your bcft apology," faid the Mar<]pxis : "but prbccj^ 
,in y<iur ftrange tale.** < -\ - '*•• 

I " Berenice lay upon the floor, with her face to the ground, and 
bcr hair flowing loofc. ^ 

; " Rilcl*' faid be, in aft imperious vblec.—" Am not I tliy ^af 
•tcr, thy lord, and cinperor, and darcft: thou, iniignificant flavc, M* 
^ obey my commands ?" 

: -/^^Tlic poor wretch (for I pitkd her, your Exccllcnza) ftartcrfii|>* 
.onhcr tcct ; but fo pale, lb ghaftly, and panting for breath, that 
1 «cpc€tcd Ihc would have died on the fpot> a^d oflTtrcd to bring 
hefaffiftanec. ' • ' 

- *< Go," cried that fearful favage, ** bpirig her i glafe of the Wiite 
you were drinking when I knocked at the gate.*^ 

** I haftened- to do as he coilimandcd ; for his orders wfcrc not to 
tedifpnted, and my hiind was in a whirl of confulion. 1 returned 
in icfs than a miinute rbut there was not tlic fniallcft remains to Ijc 

. fccn ©f either Berenice Or the Devil 5 for certainly it muft havcbcca 
him who tctclred her away. ^' ,. ; / 

\ ThcMarouis was not a little aflTc^led by this ftrSnge incid/entr 

- He dcfircd Raolo to keep what he had told him (ccrct»-r" Jt is a 
ftiocktng event,** laid he, « aed truly deplorable I Alast that ffifr 
a tranficnt and trifling gratification, any human bciog fhould iikur 
la dreadful a calamity ! Let this be to you a warninjj, Raolo ; for 

■though we do not form regular cbmpaft with the J&vil, we enlifl 
Under his ftandard, whcn,^ to gratilfy our paffions, we ftoop to vice*'* 

The Marquis, on inquiry, found thiat bis new guefls were rifcii, 
aiid, having Warned Virginia, he introduced ihem to her chamber ^ 
without any detail. Virginia rejoiced at the fight of Fernando,; 
but When Selima was prciented as his wife, fhe heaved a figh, a!)d 
inquired after her fifter Almira. The general anfwcr, that they ar* 
-rived at Madrid only the prceediirg evening, prevented further in- 
quiry, and avoided liifpicions. 

" I fhall leave yott»" faid the Marquis, at breakfafl, " to tlie 
care of this your {iRcr-in«law. Fernando and I have bufinefs in 
town of particular iiTtereft." 

To Selima they left the talk of making Virgtaia acquainted with 
a thoufand tncidciitSi and^bc chaife bNtmg in waiting, they departed 
for Madrid* ' ^ - 

. They arrived without accident at Madrid, and, without alighting 
ftt the Palace deDtiiia, th^ drove ibnVard to the qii^rtcrof t^ 



Xngaifidon. 1^ wmbo^h difa({)peinfe(i:Atid^ tebclng re- 

fiilol admiiHon ; and the porter had even .tlie rtffixmtcfy -to denry 

^v that filch per(<ms wer< ia the hoaie* In vatn Ihe3r -mtr^ta!) and 

*fT»<nj offcrco a confideifable Wtbc, to learo ^ hetilkof t^ir frieodr 

thoii>aic.man vwttimiiiQVcaWe; ^nd, tormffiitedwiH) uti^rtaint^vth^ 

. 9rovc to the palace of the M«Fi|uifi» 

»^ A 'mcfPpngcf was imrp«ii^tely diijpiitcbcdi rei^eftiiignhe preftncc 

^^W Count Potcnza; from whom they hoped mtbrmation and f^ice* 

*f ** TOs«iijfeftunate*trwrfafta«^^^ ♦♦isiiiToIr* 

J^ed in To many inti icacics, that I very much fisar it wiliii^torfly^go 

.bard with A^pnio, but that VMedift^iit be-involydb itf l»s;fate, as 

^f«an aGcowplioe ui the n^r^er of a n*I|>^yWa^n the hain>r«^i|!l^ ofja 

convent. I would even advice Fernando, for ^ tkncf tai abfcnt^him- 

Jeifyaschemalice^of DonPadilto Awtt «a':fia«iiy acoirfcr bini: 'and 

for a man, whocanaot iwim^^to plunge >at0^ a irafnd Avemij is^ 

JHfightof ma^nds," : . 

" I thank you,'* laid iFcrnando : " biK, having \xm A^itoefr*)'; 
,part of this traniaiSUoB, ,ljam IjoAind ii> few^r -to gHrentjy^ttrffinj^ 
ny. I will even •ap.peal $a be hcar^as a wi»tft at the jfaar of -this 
r^cad tribunal.'' 

" A» you choofe," repiied the GounlU ^* I wliuld icm^y obfi*ilc 
to yoi|, that it is tKit ?aHvay8 juilice <ean 'Opi40^)Bnffi6 crkne*^ 
Truth and innocence aft o£|eu ftbaibod before t^ [bi»»n fkux 4i 
faJrdiood/' " '. 

,. >* Bjijt if I laiviol ^Mak to conv*ffti0»^''X»id^^F^^ 
*' I^iH appeal* tathedctd^^SMch- toft ttjjfifijcj 1 bei«iirc,>wai bpoa- 
wdiiputd/' ; - 

•< They area fort of wl^tfs I ft©«ld t»ot jratda ispead J^on,'* 
iaidthe Count; *^ but yourknoMrb<rt!ber<han I/* 

The Marifnuis of tHema ««a^ krefolftiiev iie jc^y £ca««l l^pflo- 
*ceeding6 of a tribunal » from wb6{e decrees tke% ti^s l)o*«ppeal ; ajod 
vet hccwld not tiiink of cWerting bis friend, wlwibfaetoew that 
bis own teiUmony would gofer. .4 

The Cpu|it Potent toc^ his Wc^ye^ widv prop^ng to makecvcfjy 
tinquiry.of an acqiiaintaoce/bdongiqg to thciloJy ^5&tt ; hat wHft 
rVcr^ little €Kpe£latiGn»^in.fo^*tioiifroaTi .a man^ who wasnotoolj^ 
iinirprn to feci ecy, but whpfe i^tercft and life dcpendnsd ion hts ^ef^fi* 

Fernando and the Marquis, after thedcpavtoKc,ofNjtheiGotMit#«u<' 
j^^red mto a idipbafie -on tlic-expididf^ts they wjcre njwc to adopt* 
; i Tbc coiifidcratjonaf Vir^iiiiif^ an4 SeJima, chcdicd inuch .of :^^ 
ardour tlic Marquis would othcrwife *havc:e3fiertcd, His piiwerjat 
fCOurt was |feat; and he c6r.fid€red^that this niodc of»a{^liration 
/ixwgl^tbe.efiBd4ve, and at tfeXamc tim^e. prevent tl^icnribeuagiinnjedi^ 
ately involved in the faniediftrtrs. . ^ 

V •Wbik'tbe Mait]yuis ^df iiOs^iia- was warmly ^eiifori&iwgtbis^^^^^ 
'^^pii^:9iActoom:ym op^ic4»4»i,two ^^fyos^jisaSU ift^afik 
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b^'6st>f aij^kuktr hrmi ehtertid wit)M»ut cerdmdny. - 'Hiti" t^ 

Ctlcmcn arofc at this intrufiorh; but, before they had' ^mc to- 
tkr one ef tile fb^ngers iiiottoticd thtfih t<3>n 

^^ Yon, Marquis of- Bsmn, at)d yt)u^ Fenitfndo de Gotib^*'' (kid 
be, " arc cited. brfbite the mofi Holy Offlc6i~FbllbW'w^^^^^^ 
.*rFiift,V fiiidthe Jfejquis,>«iw befj your fjcfmifllon to- 
write a leuer of tnateri«il ooi^kqueiMte, on Which, perhaps^ may de« 
pcndthelifeof ftla^i^' 

. *< WeciAnOtA^am^^tif^^tncifl pi:ediot»/'faid) otfie of the officers. 
<MVfatsters of: mon^nrcaH Hsii^tfi'* 

** Will yoit, . at iwfr, t»M me how my frittid Antbnio is ?** 

«* IknOw hhn ndt/' replied thtmifly diylyt-i<* We anTt^rndf 
^paillions;*' 

1^ Man^iiis: fdt^himfetf ftwrat UiB ibr«lpfc%<*itme!it : biit he 
Icrrew thatnai tht outers of theJtKlbifitiott'OBlyi but slH petty h* 
ftrtniicutsof pufeKc Joittet, abufejthat juftice ; and) under that name, . 
^ieId^rownatro|[an€eatid^^>l«ftiiy. H© thercfoi^ fmiled at the 
]letul34;)ce'0f the o^Ster, and ^rtefy ft)«««k«ilg tk>* hi9 fnerid, die^: 
«ntcr«l the^rtiage, and pl-ottdtditi faience tfetjtr diTcad abodfe of 
ad3r0iutepDW«f4 

They wer^cftiidt^^ed through ^ winding and' di^ai^f p&tfiiges 
<sf,thifct»iTibleftabIt6ti(*ft, to ftp^iiBftc cells ; wlieretft^jyvfcitdfenicd* 
all intenesorfe wilh tvet^y iMag bctog^ except' the nftitc who attended" 
tH^n vrithibodi 

- TTi^ officers of tht hiqttl^ttbn tt^pancd for the ciarhlnation o^ 
tii^ir prifoftert ; and Boit Psadilla- Wring the fedicr tjf the rtrtndcred'' 
lady, they propolcd that he fhould firft be called to the bar of their 

" TheilancMifitenftMe«f theSiipreiiM, fttidtheharfli^i^ 
the iecrctarics and officials, was iufiicicnt to territy the gitilty, and* 
aBafli the iHifOcelit* • 

The ufual ibtdranity was obferved ; »nd the largfc Ml- hung withi* 
b(ac1>e, and adorntd^ith fs^mbols' of julRke a*d terVoa-/ vpcre cakii*' 
lated' to ftrike tlie tnitrdTj^ttb ftafi-. 

D6n Padilla tt>*k lii^fcfet a^th^eftdiof^ Iftfig tsuWe, oppofitfe the! 
dnef judge* lie cafl[ Mfr cytfe rourei the hall, frovv^ing deeply W- 
conceal his itivrat^ sijgit^tiot)] a^dtoc^le€lliir«iiers-t&refi<t, andco' 
^xirlue htsiineiitittni 

" 1>Q 1 not read villain,*' faidhe t<^ hirnfelfj *♦ tipo!l= evci-y xmn^ 
tcnaiia before me ; and u4vy (houki 1 befitate givwg thereins to my 
yicnfieimcc ?— WIto fb fit as theic to eXecfitc «»iy ncfol vt*5 ?^' 

He was rOiifcd from tljt reffc€>ions l*c cWtwdd ittto dorifig the fo**- 
lemn paufc obfcrved before the proceedings cofjnmenced, by one of 
t^^s^ fathers commandtn^j hitft to tifbcthe-oatlyof fecrecy and^ru'ili, 

*< i*ow,"'Fatd the Suprcnw, *' yott, 'JPavarr© Fadi41a, felapte td 
the cQSi t Uw hicfrdcsits voft know rdati^ to yoiar da«glt«r's A»tJi y 
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9t»d rememW) that we hate inMrrbie imam^ of fcaniitng to^ 
bottom for the fcai" ' 

, *' Reverend and Holy Fatlicrs," anftrcrcd Pttdilla, mth a pro- 
foutid'indinatipn of hb h^xd, « I am not ignofatitt>f the UriJdom 
^vhicligovcfna.yowr tribunal ;'and rcjoicc*that I have now ah oppor- 
tunity of briiigiqg forward a train. of fadli and gritv^nces, which I 
huHibly rcquclr you to note ai\d tartdrcls, . r ; '' 

** I had two daughters, Reverend Fathers, who were the comfort 
of my age. The Marquis of Denia and Fefaando de Codlo en- 
^vored to fediiccdheir aftcdions. 1 placed my daughter, Alraira,' 
iR the convent of Dominican Nans ; which, being particularly under 
your p.itronagc, 1 confidered as the inof) fa<!rcd aftlum from tk 
attempts of profligacy. Bufmefs required my ablcncc at Grenada | 
and, returning, I had the misfbrtanc to find my «bujp|bter Virpina 
fpirited away. 1 haOcncd to Madrid, in fcarcK of my dauglrtcr, 
when 1 was co«^foundcd with finding, tliat without waiting forflic 
bltflings of the churdi, (he. had taken up her abode with'tlic Mar- 
quis of Denia. 1 heard alfo, withjuftiiTdignation, that the facred 
walls of a convent \wcre not iufficitht to fecuce a daughter from fe- 
duftion* 1 gained but too certain intelllgcnfc o£ my xjwn diftioNr; 
and that Antonio dc los Vclos, at the inftigation of the Marquis o§ 
I)chia, meditated facrilegc, in carrying away by force my daughter 
Almira. I (hould inftantly have ' employed the arifi ot publie jaf- 
ticc^ had J not been rd trained by fears for the r»putaticm of toy 
family ; and I adopted a fccohdary mode in attempting prtven* 
tion.-^Witl^thisdcfign, I caufcd the nightly vifits of Antonio to be 
Watcl?cd/' . - 

5* How long haw yoii been in Madrid ?" int^miptcd one of tU 
Inquifitors.r^" Our iitforhmtion faj'Sy'ydu arrived Uic day jpecst6i» 
ujg this event/'. - ^ > • 

Don PadiilaconccaUid his vexation under a fmile, and, bowina 
he continued :—** That is moft ^ue. Reverend Fatlici*, I faid, 1 
caufcd thpfc nightly vifits to be. watclied, bc'uig informed of them oo 
iny arrival. My exprdFion i conqc^ve to be cdrredi — though, rc- 

farcKng my&lf, it was the fi^ft night. I commanded my Tcrvant 
acqucs, to travcHctlic precincts of the garden, and to bring me. 
his oblcrvations : but, being unable to remain ina^blye at home, 1 
went|ifter him myfclf, to be a witncfs with my own eyes of tbc 
trutfaof tiic information i had received. , ^ 

- *' 1 arrived at the garden waH about twelve. I could not perceive 
' my fcrvant ; but 1 faw a ladder raifcd againft the wall, the purp6fe 
of which I could not doubt, AU the injuries of wounded honor 
^ C(Mi{pired to: raifc my rercnttntnt. I forgot in the inAant, that I 
was myfcH guilty of error w entering tlio(e facrcd walls, and, mount- 
ijng tiieJaddo, I delccnded mtP the garden. Judge, Hftly Fatlwrs, 
wJhat was my horror, when I beheld, by the liglt of a lautmi| n^y 
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datogliter Almira bleeding upon the ground; AntoniO dc los Ve^ 
losclotiimg^mfclfin herfacfed vcftmcnts; and a nun, named V^i* 
icdia, wrapping the bo^ of my daughter in the cloak of the Mar- 
<j»isw-^for \ybat purpsle 1 am ignorant, uritefe for the better convey- 
ipg her away undctetSlcd.*' ' 

*' Itiecras rcp>ugnant torcafonv' faid the Suprcma, " tlmt a lo^«r 
fliould muFdcrliis miftrefs ; that would be ^n inftancc of action un- 
paralleled.— Think well, Padilla, what you lay— remember we J^rc, 
not to be trifled witW* - . 

"Moft true," replied Padiila. '* But if it be difficult to belic« 
t^iatalovcr, w hen ^red of the/ favors of his mifkefs, fhonld thus 
ridhunfelfof her—* think it not lels unnatural for a father to murder 
his own child. 

^ •* Struck, as I havc-faid, with horror at this tragedy, X f!c<v baeV, 
in hopes my fervant might 43c anived. 1 beheld bim at the bottc^m of • 
the ladder iiruggVing with a Granger, whom I afterwards learnt Was 
Fernando deCocllo; andwlto, having Aiot my fcrvant, Jacques, 
0ir6ugh the head, as he was attem^ng to prevent his entering the 
garden,, wounded me fevecely with the-fword he had taken from Jac- 
ques as be jell— of which wound I am now extremely il). The reft, 
JtioJy Fathers, is^tnowa^to your officials ; and 1 huiiibly libpc you 
ivill not permit my wrongs to be unredrcticd." 
. Here he Remained filent ; and his depefition being read, and figned 
by himfclf, he was remanded back to his dungeon. 
. ^.ftereach of the fiiperiors had commented upon his Rory, an of- 
. Ecial was difpatcbed to brmg Antonio before tl>em, 
. The Marquis dc los Vclos, drclW in the habit Signed him by 
the rules of the houfc, was conduced, almost unable to stand, be- 
tween two officials, into this awful hall of examination. His coun- 
tenance was pale, and his eyes dim. His grjef preyed heavy upon 
"his foul, and be appeared now but the (hadow of that ydungJind 
vigorous nobleman he had been but a few weeks before:. 

After tlic ufual oaths, the Suprcma called upon him to confcfs. 
** RecolIcA yourfclf,'' laid be.; " confefs your ainaes, and throw 
yoiirfclf upon the mercy of the 'Holy Office." 

** I. acknowledge," rqjlicd' Antonio, in a low voice, " tliat JLam 
moll guilty i I have been the means of dkath to the mod lo^'cly of 

" Then you confefs," cried the Suprcma, rifmg from his fcat with 

furprifc in his countenance} ** you confefs your fclf the murderer of 

. the lady Alrairal — You acknowledge your lacrilcgc!— You have 

tlie effrontery to own your fedudiion of a nun dedicated to the 

veil!'* 

Antonio ftarted as from a ^fearful dream; "Great Judge of 
Mankind 1'* cried he, with fometiiing of frtnay, M now lc?the?irm 
of jullice flrikcupon the bead of-^iiitl Ni»; Hofy Fathei-si not 
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ti^itii my own hand^nbt with my own ^tll, was it p«llible ! She 
was pure as tlie facred walls where ihe dwclt-'^bat mjr loyeittsya&«l 
htr lame. Slic caroe to meet rae, to rcjcdl ny o&red love j to VcA 
me fhe had chofen Heaven for her hsifband : and by ^e barbarous 
band of a moiiftcr Hie is ftruck dead hi my arms* But I polTeis the 
power to Waft that monder to the ground!" 

** you rave, Marquis," intemipted the Suprema; while the 
Others whifpcrc^ amcng(l themfelves, thatgfkf had evident] ytpoched 
his fenfcs. Their curiofity was, however, roo&d by htsJaft words; 
and one of theni demanded, wh^t it \Vas at which he litnted* 

Antonio had had time for recoijedlion. He was avyare, that if 
he touched upon tlic fufpicions of his friend Albert, it would involve 
him in the fame misfortune ; and of hirafclf tic poflcired neproqf» 
He fupp'ncffcd, therefore, all the f»ggeftions ©f his indignation; 
rimply relating his fii-ft interview, and fub£o(^nt haughty re&ial 
from Don Padilla; \^^ho, to gratify bis predominant taftc&r^^- 
«lty, had condcnwed his daughter to the liabit. 

The inquifitors heard him with filence. His manner imfNrefkd 
tliera with his innocence' regarding the death of Aknira; bat yet 
the malice of Don Padilla feemcd unaccountable, -and being intereUed . 
in a circumftance lb iingular, they refohcd not to rife iix»|i iheir 
feats, till they had examined fartlier teftimonys and making a ^« 
nal for Antonio to be conduced away, they cpmniandod kcraaado 
before them. 

Fernando, when lie had fiifl be«i condudled to his narrow cell, 
recoil cftttl over ?J! the reports he had heard relative to the myftcry 
and delay of this foprenie tribunal. Weeks and months, be had 
heard, lomctimcs elapfcd before the piifoncr was called upon, that 
tiieir minds might be bent to confwfion ; and he trembled whcii be 
thought on the confeqitenies of luch an abiencc from ScUma, wlio, 
in a Orange country, must give way to the most lini&ter apprcheU" 
,iion at his iiaddcn and Unaccountable abfcnee* 

The niittcs hid ferved him once with the prifon allowance^ and 
he propofed on their next appearance, to bribe them with a valuable 
rmg to procure hiin immediate examination: little knowing that 
fuch an attempt woutfl have been abortive, or only made «i* of 
against him lei t. ■■■ - 

Such were hi* rcflcdlions, when he heard the bolts of the outer 

door withdrawn, thrbar and chain taken from the inner, the dooi* 

. open, and two men,' in the difmal habits^f mutes, fiand before him« 

They felzed him, 6nc by each arm ; and, without fpeaking) con- 
dudlcd him by various fubterraneqpspaflagcs, lighted only by one 
glimmering lamp, which ferVed to (hew the figures of his guides, 
whofc fallow countenances and hoilow^yes, Ifccmed tocliisi-adlerile 
them ^ imps of torment in another world; Fernando fecretly^ud- 
dcrai as they moved ftjjwty forward ; a fenfifction of awfiil fubllmity 
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fettEcdhisifotilfwlKai he^atcwdthe^xtcnfirehalJ, where every ofijcfik 
wh«h ra«t his tyc-worc the liv«ry of death, 

HcjHTiieivediifJDn thel»bkt^dag^^ wMdj, with every thing 
be had about his perfoir,' had l5een taken awaj^ on hi§ fir ft enb^nc<*; 
and now was placed before bini, a« an evidence of preturaptive 
guilt s thefep^le well knowHsgiiy whiitminute incidents the miitti 
is often led to betray its cooler purpofc. 

Fcrnaodo ^ was not abafhed hy^ all -this prejiaratory flicw.-^He 
s^ took his {cat firnily, and looked ro\ind him with confidence. - His 
voice made HO alteration jjj- it* txme, when called upon to wirnef* 
what he knew relative to tnc death of Lady Almira, hii own mur- 
der of-Jacqwesy and^^tiieijitcnded murder ot Don J'^^illa. 
^ ** As to tlie death of Almira^^' faid the Suprema^ in a cardds 
way, ** you need not dwell much upon it-^— Antonio has confc(W 
Imj^fclf gtjilty ofthat ad^iOn." ' 

**ThaYis falfc!'/ fiaid Fernando, with a 5tattpf indignation. 

One o^the Inqailitors rang a fmall icily at which fcyeral iltuies 
mfhed in to icizc the prifoncr, and drag him to punifbment, for af^ 
fronting the Chief Jnquifitor ; but the Soprcma, more temperate, 
motioned thcnito retire; and Fernando, warned by the dahger, 
^ Hud a knowledge tliathi6 life depended oft the caprice of his judges, 
tc£3lved to attend with filcncc^- or ani\vcr with circural\)c6lion, 

*^ Are you guilty,'* faid thiB Swprcmaj, ** of tl>c m^irdcr of Jac- 
^ques, th^^^pvant of Don ^diJJa ?" 

*' l^tn/' replied Fernando, calmly. " It was an &^i which, in 

^ at ny other fituation, I (hould hayc rejoiced at| but, as it ferved to 

fefcuePadri la from death, by the haijds of his oWn inftiument in 

wkkedncfs, 1 gricvfr t^t 1 did itf" 

' *^ Do y ojp know^tliat your words arc ndted down ?" faid the Su- 

** It is^ for that rcafon I am fo plain,'* rcplkd F<:rnafido, boWin^* 

" Yoti are an hardened criminal'-ryou arc familiar in Mood," faid 
ime of tile InqorfitorSf 

** I am familLir with the blood of the enemies of my country,** 

' replied Fernando.— " I have, alfo, been Jfamiliar wilh the ftowing 

ef my own in ttet fervicc/* * ' 

' Thelnqtiifitorelookcdat each other for a moihent; then one of 

them, inquired if Fernando wci e not related t& Badilla* 

*^ I am his next, aud, I b^lieve^ only male rclationi'^ anf\Vered 
liet "an4*tw, therefore, that lam fdefted, byan higbpowo:, 
to bring hinr to juftice, for crimes gmater than the urnntcntionai 
murder of his own daughter— /i^a/ originated in a miftakc.'' 

** Of what do^'su fpeak?" demanded the Suprcraa, *' Remcm* 
ber, you baye taken a folemn <>ath/* 

•'1 remember it well,'* aufwered Fernando. *^ I am; under a 
greater engagement than the forms of this court impofc* Hoijr 
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Fathers, the accu&tton brought againft my£df is (oo tnfimg,^nd 
too poorly niaJicious to merit your att€Utioni but 1 hci^ pledge my- 
Jelf, to accufe Padtila) to his facof of crimes, luch as he ihaU not 
dcny.^ 

** Wc do not permit of fuch modes of proceeding,** anfwered one 
of the officers* ** You mult confcts, and accufe- bc£>re us, and us 
alone." 

" Never," replied Fernando, firmly. " Wliat I would lay, I 
fhall not fear to fpeak before a thbiifand 'perfdns ; but I cannot ac* ^ 
cufc a man behind his back— tlic rules of a camp have tought mc 
Othcrwile." 

" Wc have means of bending ftouter Ipirits,*' obfcrvcd one of" 
the liiquilltors, with a malidpus rmile. ** You have cdnfeffcd that 
you know a fccrct— and that fecret muft be known to mi Wiioie is 
that dagger?" ' * '; 

** It belongs at prcfent to me," rolled Fernando. ^' Ho^ T' 
camt by it, J lliall inform .you in piclence of Don Padilla. It is a 
very iingular one.'' 

'I It Iccmsruny,** fa id the Suprema, taking it up, and holding \l • 
raiiid between him and tiie tapers. . . i 

** It is; and how it came ib^ Padilla can best tell you,*' anf\yered 
Fernando. "1 accufe him. Reverend Fathers, - of murder* and . 
crimes worfe tha»adulterv— and that poniaid (Ijall witness." 

** Hply Virgin I" cri<^ ttie Siigrcma, changing countenance, as 
be loeked on the da^^gcr. — [A drop of blood fell from it upo^ tlis 
ground.) " This jsa folcmn bufincfs ! — lead tlicprifoner hence.** 

This incident excited the greatest Uuprifc; it was fuch as they had 
Jiever before witnefled. They, were djlmayed: and Fernando being 
led away from the half, his requcit was debated upon; and, confi-- 
derinp his charailcr and connexions, vvith the strange omen they 
bad beheld, they agreed to lufpend the forms of office^ and confront 
and cfontpund the guilty party, by the pretence of. the accufcr: ; 
lincc ail were prifoners alike, and no new danger could arifc from a, 
knowltdgc of their, enemies. . 

According to t^ic cust®nj of this tribunal, the prifoners were left - 
in total darkiiefs concerning every incident, except. what paffi;d io>« 
mediately before their eyes ; aiid.thcy knew neither the day nor the 
hour which was again to fubjcdt them to examination. They tad . 
to dread eveVy moment that arrived, as that wbicb^ perhaps, might 
Sgn their doom; a fpeci«s of torturci than which nothing ibort rf 
corporeal fuficring is greatov > 



CHAPTER Vlir. 

tKntyenayuateT^ nvhih Ujpotbs the btatu . »■ 

And, vfbile it ddzzUsyivcuf^stbe mental sigbn ' 
Tajoy eacb beigbtfung:cbarm it Qan impart^ 

But wraps tie bour of ivoein tenfold nigbt* 
• Amd often, wben no real ills affrigbt^ 

Its visionary fiends in endUfs train^ 
Affail Vfitb eq^al^ or Superior migbt^ 

And tbr&* tbe tbrobbing heart and dizzy brain^ 
AHdsbiverii^ nerves^ sbofftsfrngt of more tban mortal paln^ 

Bbatie's Minstrel. " 

^ TH E dead hdur of midnight w^s^judgtd most proper, for thc.^e- 
felt lingular cxainiDation : and that the ceremonial might be as wn- 
pfcffivcas pofliblt^ tlfc antiqncand disroai haH, which was a fubter- 
xane(*i»bai/dkig, atid 'always hung witb WacV, was now lighted 
with tapers of ;t>fack wwr; which -flied a ligh* that fia<re fiberty to 
£ai;cy to ci^ate what ihiages it picafcd, m tfce misty cibfeurity that 
every way ^hUng around. 

l.bc mutest whofc habit» ivcrc adapted clofe to the l>ody, had lit- 
tle that could daim kindred with men m tlidr appearance ; and the 
SUprenia, with his brethren and t!ic iccrctarics, all habittedin fan- 
tilstic and black- garments, adding to theexprcffion ©f their unbend- 
ing features, exhibited noiaint iketcb of wlaat might be ftippo&d an > 
iR^rnkKrtbimal.. \^ , 

To give the greater horror to the fcenc, the dead body of Almira, . 
expofed on a bier,- and covered only to the head 'with a white clotl), 
\Has pbccd imraediatly before the feat of the prifojicrs •- Her features ' 
yet t"ctaJncdthcr lovdincls, though tlie ycHow finger of death had 
rxftcedirs mark on her cheeks. - 

The body of Jacques, already tainted Avith putrefccnce, was cXr 
psTei) on. one fide, Covered with a black eloth ; tNto large bjl^ck ta- > 
pcrs burning, tbe one at the feet, the other ac the head. ^ , 

Su +» was thefolcmn preparation of men, who were familiar wStIi 
eTcryfiiode of horror, and knew lio^i' to fcarch the font to its ni0st 
Jatent feeling. The iinQular oaien of the Weeing dagger, had ex- 
cited tiwjir interest^, and they Jiad ipared ne means their univcrfel 
icfnmiation gave them, :o harch the tmth to the bottom. • 
^ D.>n Padilla, pale with his wound, and haralf^by his own mind, 
•^fr4;he first who took Ijis feat bt tore tliefe awful judges. Clouds of 
l^iac'iucfs buDgatpon his bi'ow, and fullcn filencc dofud his lips. 

Y Z 
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He knew that Jacques could not bcjray Wnr; .«nd herr^l«d| witfi^ 
'obstinate firmncft, to (iibmit to every iiiflidlion, rather than43dnd to 
a conieHion whith nimt overwlielm him with infamy^ and huo^e 
bis haughty fpirit to th« dust. ^ , . , * 

Antonio and Fernando were featcd on a bench facing D'.>a Papilla; 
tiie one to accufc him of the murder of his daughttf-i the other of 
that of liis tHcnds and the Marquis of D^nia, who had not once 
Ixcn examincd'during the three day s be had been a prifoncr, wal now 
placed on si feat by himfelf, in the utmost astpni(hmcnt at' this 
strange arrangement ; and almost unable to command Kia feelinp, 
at the fight ot the body of Alniira, and the dejedled Aiitonto, in 
whofe face were nrore figns of death than life. ^ . - 

The Suprema began with a long fpeccb on theii pwn mercy awT 
justice, expatiatiiig, with drendful precifion, on the rneans thcypoCi 
fcfied of forcing an unwilling avowal ; then demanding of PadiJIaV 
wlv^her he yet rcfiJfed tb acknowledge himfelt guilty, which waion- 
Jy anfwered by a firm filcnre ; he <^lcd upon Feit»ndo to rife, and 
fBbstantiaTc the charge he had brought. 

Fernando was encouraged by the unexpej^ed prefence of his ivtfdh^ 
He remembered that he was now at that mp9i;?nty,i)n which hifngrf' 
thciyiHsof h\s fete; and making a folcmn appeal to JEieav«ii tor 
calmnels to proceed in hi-s undcr*al^in^, he bfganblP relating the firft 
interview he had witlfthe wounded (bldicr in thcldcRlc j his.fnb&- 
qucnt adventures in the Castle of Montillo; thcdUcoycry of Lady^ 
2idana; a«d thc'no lefy fingular event of Lady Emira : concluding 
with his adveinSrcb on tile iiight of his arrival in Madrid* . " 

The Inquilitois Iiflencd in (ilence; -not once interrupting the nar- 
ration with a remark.. The countenance of'Padllla was fo wrapipd 
in gloom, that his emotions eluded oblcrvation : jthough he inwaidly 
trembled at a relati<>n, whicli called frefli bctore him incidents long 
past, and whiclvB W(»u!d willingly have buried forever. . 

" Reverend a»d Hofy Fiithti«,'* f .idhe, when Fernando ceafcd • 
fpeaking, "yrm^have heard a story ft) abfuid^ that w^re it wfittcn 
in a romance, old wi^mejr iid children would laugU at it. ^ >Yoii ; 
Ivxve heard of a wandering ghiist— of ajran mmdccd twcmy "years- 
fiflce by robbers ; and who ivhv t»\kcs it into his held to trouble tlie 
drcams^pf this madmaB,. You have been told a strange iiojy of. my 
wives, but Jicre^is nothi?ig of proof." < .- ' 

It 1 may have penn iffion to fpcak ,* ' f id tlie Ma rqu is (^ IX nia, 
. *^Xwould aflc the piifoner^few qucRion', which may lead to- to 
^ ^pWBol he defires." ' 

<• Feo«cd,'* faid the ofRrer, "' you have pernnfilon.'' 

*^ Whofe^daj^^er ua?^ rhntwbich ww lays upon the taWe V' JM 
the Marquis ol-'i^enia to Pad- 1 }h.^ .' 

** I k? ow nothir.g o1 11,^ replied he : *» why don*^*yoi| aflc ray 
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- ^Aaee|l groan, wHch'fcemcd to iffuc from the body of ♦JEacqufeSi, 
Ibr a- tiiorpcnt filcnccd the whole company in difiiiay.— Till the 
Miirquis collcfling firiBiicfs, wentjDn,r- .^ 

** If you, Don Padilla, do not anfwcr, the dead will ! When I 
•vrasat the Castle of Montillp; wlien 1 narrowly cfcapcd being niur«- 
dcrcd in my bed, by yoiir tool of vengeance, that wretch who lays, 
there a corpfc, 1 ptfrlucd him by the pale beams of the mowi, where; 
i beliclda fight which (hook all my.firmncfs, and has not yet bcco" 
. erafed from my memory," . 

^ the eye of Don Padilla eagerly fixed upon the face of the Mar- 
quis, who^ tor a moment, H-emainedfilent, till he was commanded^ 
to proceed by the Cliief InqiiiCtor. 

"Your know the chamber I allude to— I demand what were the 
olgcas that I beheld ?" - 

« I am ignorant of all you allude to,'* replied Don Padilla, ^itb 
evident uneaiinefs.-^*' What do you lay you beheld V* • 
> " I faw," laid the -Marquis, with a look of horror— and as he 
fpoke, the tapers which stood near the body of Jacques fudcienljr 
'- l^»ircd. ^ 

The inquffitors looked astonished, and the Marquis, tremUiogy 
ftmained filcnt. 
-*' Don Pacfinai''"crlcdth5 Snprema,-inan harfhvoice, "Ilom^ 
naand you instantly to lay what tiiat chamber containcdi^? ' 

•* It 19 impoffib'e for me to know, out of fiv^ hundred chambd-9, 

which the Marquis fhould choofe to pry into at the hoiur of mid-' 

mght,"^anfwcred Padilla. 

<* We must havef-ecourfc to a stronger means,'* faid an ofiker.--*^ 

' <*My Lord, (hall the rack be prepared ?— This obdurate man is 

net to be wo^ upori by mercy." 

" In a little time," faid the Suprema : " we bavc'Dot yet finilhed 
our examin >tion. You deny ^TPadilla, all knowlcdgeof your wives?'* 
? " •«ld«," replied Padilla. ; , / 

'^ Note that,*' ikid one of the In4mut0rs : ^* and now let *tfic 
» l^arquisofDcniacontmuc his questions.** 

'"^V Who was it," faid the Marquis, ^4hatpurfued me wkhihfrc- 
vlcnting virulence to feek my life?— Who, huu r^crourfe t9rf"fKb»nt« 
mcnt to deprive me of existence I Was it not you^ Don Padrlla, 
whtt prompted the nrurdcVcr, Jftcques,to affaflinate me n noon day ?*»^ 
"1 am totally ignorant of all you allude to.'* faidPafelilla : " were* 
Iguilty of this long catalogue of crimes, I ftiotild, be the greatell 
xaon Her in nature.'* « . 

** That I aver to be true," faid the Marqlus. " Did yon no^ ajfc- 
i tempt the honor of yoov. own daughter ? Whofe bones^ a?e tliofe^ 
that lay expofed on the banks of the river near your caftk?— You 
.afcfilent* But now, -Fernando, bring thofe proofa tiv8X&a3it ^ssc^- 
foBod the efiroutcry of guilt*?' 



<« Firft,** &id EcmandcH « let ,Doo RdHIa approstch ttedeJ -' 
body of his daugbter, Uy bis, hand upon her cold aud 'mammaiei 
breaft, and fwcar by Hcavqi» that he is inoocent of ha oeath.'* 

PadiUa fat (til), his countenance changed to a livid palenudst. and ■■- 
]y cafl a glance upon Fernaado^ wi^h \^asi meant to annihilatje fcinw 

•' Rife, Eadilla/' cried the S^jprcnja*— *» take thi& da^srin^ouc^ . 
handy advance to that .murdered bodyv place your other liaadjqpoar 
the breaO, and fwear, b^ H«aveny that vou ai% innocent.'* 

Every eve was instantly fijttd'upon him; his changing cocat&« 
, nance betrayed the working tcirors of his mind. He ■ £^ime, andj 
grafping the dagger with a defperate i«fo1uUoi», advancoi .to^arda:. . 
the bier. He fuiklcnly paufed^— " Why ?"* faid he, in acceittstbati 
faultcred straiiRcly, '* why fhpuld I be put to a testfjich aa this? ♦ 
Were 1 the criminal my accufcrs would repicfent mc; I /hoiild n^tv.* 
flmdder at To impious an appeaL^Are ih&feding^of^ fatbertliUS 
tobetr'ilied with?" j 

<' And arc tlicy the fedmpsof a lathcTAhat agitate ytfu, Padi^a ?^ 
laid the Snprcoia. ** Is it they which make you thus to tronhiel" 

" I trembiwi" cried Fadilla, ficrcdW. <*^ Let the guilty trcB?W©4'^ 

** Proceed then— your appeal will b^hearrf if ypiiiaEc kinoce»t J* 
^ He advanced with a firm (Up, horror and delpcration pid^mwl^^osri 
!^s brows* Heibod a :nonticnt over the pallid corpfe; thtSiplac^dg 
his t and upon the icy.bofom, he attempted to fpcak, but (Kr-itnki 
back aghaft and pa k ; lbr« no fooncR. hadhis hand touched the body) 
tljan the wound Wtci afVefti^ . 

Prolufe drops tif (^vcat gathered on^ his brow, from. the*. inwards 
Vforkiugs of hisfoui; while -horpor-fprea;l ifc» chiHirig, powers over ' 
all who were prcfent* , _ ' 

Padi ■ la Kood, during a long pau fe of filcnce, &c^ as though pttri* ; 
fifsd to the fpot : he fe^fned t© forget all thcoutiona of prjud;aiq?, - * 
and the rtfoluwon of his copier reflexions— till he was rouled by*« 
the loud and angi*y voice of thjB Suprenia. . 

" Don Padi! la," cri^d be, ** we have fcen in. you, &x^ tnflancc «t ■'. 
the moft during depravity ; and your guilt is clearly -mam fefl, W^^, 
need no testimony as to-the murderer of Ladv Aliibii a ; the poniard* j 
which effecled tbatuntortttuate event, i^firjcd to tijc /heath you bad f> 
in.your bofom wh(^ taken. Antonio is guilty, movt^iiiky,? antj^* 
must bcpunifticd; but not forthe dtath of your daughter. Y^rti a 
have denied the kpowlcdgc o£ your wrtfcs-^thofeJacJits a*e tJ>ts mo- 
ment in^ladridi But yQU have a fkedfoj proof, and you (ball hnye 
proof: — proof that I trust will fmk you with fliame^ hardened aa 
you are with crime*'' . ' 

He made a figual to one of ^i>c fecretaries, wlw ^ang a- beH> and -a. 
^ii^:mt door optned ; tb^ugj\vj\\'t\\ ttWfsct^^xM^i^SI^ials, witli bhck > 
y^iandsy ieading, in a femvi)c» toNett^\vorsv\v«V<^^'y^ ^^^^^^'^viwt^v^ 
bJc^k* ils file drew ncaK, iht \tofOJ< \)i3.t>j^XM5 h«^^ v?^^"^^^^^^^^ 
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of Detiia immediately recoIle£led the fierce and mafcuVine cotlhte^ 
nance Off Berenice. He (buddercd as (he advanced. The wijd ragC: 
of her cyc3 appeared to hiai the feme as when he beheld her perform 
the impioug mcantation in the bowels of the earth ; and he lecretly 
apprehended mifchief from her prefence. ^ 

She bowed her iiead to the Vicar General and his officers ; andf 
at their motion,' took a feat with marks of profound humility. , 

"Borenicc," (aid the Suprema folemnty, " I have cai led upon 
ypu, on this important occafion, as a witnefs against Don Padilla; 
whom, by your own confcfllon, you are coniiedltd with in a train 
of vice the most infr.mous. You have thrown yourfelf voluntarily 
upon the justice of our office. — You have accrfcd yourfelf of forccry 
and witchcraft* You have acknowledged tormenting the Marquis 
of Den ta, by lupernatural and diabolic enchammcnts. Now bcgtft 
your first ack of retributionj^ by an^ample confcfllon.^* 

" Reverend Fathers," cried Fernando, " with your pernnilTioft, I 
would alk this woman oneouestion before (he begins her confcfllon.'* 

" Is it of moment V* (aid the Inqiiifitorv 

•* It is of confcqucncc to me,*» anfwered Fc> nandor 

>• Sny on tlicn.'* 

Fernando turned to Berenice: <*^^Tell me,'' faid he, *' if you were 
e¥cr norle to a joung lady ; and what became of that lady V\ 

** I was hurfc," replied fhe, ** to a'daughter of Count Ferendez. 
1 fqld her to a ilavc-mercham, when cijcuraftances obliged me ta 
quit Tunis/* 

" I am fatisfied," cried Fernando, with- plcafurc on his counte. 
nance. " 1 have now not thciliadow of a doubt reniainipg. That 
child is my wife ; the only remaining offspring of the injured Count 
Ferendez: and, fincc the death of Almira, the only living daughtei 
of Lady Zidiina. Providence has fo ordered, that (he Ihould have 
ao difpmapt to her claim oil her father's poflcmomj/' 

Daring this interroj»ation and reply, Don Padilh h^d Bcver Oflct 
raovcd^ from the attitude his horror had impofed upon him • . The 
entrance of Bercmce, the partner of many a crime, deprived him 
for a thne almost of recolledlion; but this information rbufed th« 
malice of hiilmipd, and turning towards Fernando, he cried : ^ 

A Now, wfetehl— now thou thinkeft that thy plans hayc ftio- 
<ccdcdii..that thou flialtbc liappy I Thou ha(\ purfued me» to bring 
mc to dcAth, for anraft I never performed.— Thou haft delighted in 
the idea of my deftm^ion-^Biit now, now, will I fting thee to the 
foul, and deftroy, for the reft of thy days, every portion of tian- 
quility I— Beliold the man you have deftroycd-^-and in that man be- 
hold— -your father J" . 

<♦ Impoftiblel'Vcricd Fernando, trembling. *' my mother, indeecl, 
was your fifter**-my father died be&re I was born-^but it vaf ixn- 
poffible I ftiould be your Con,", . . . -^ 
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*^ It IS mofl true," cnedPadilla^ ^thavoicttfiatcctiocdttirougji 
the hall, " thou art my fon, and that by my own (iftcr ; thoo art 
t!ie ofi'spiing of guJIt.-^It was on thy account that I fidil fidd mf 
Dative country ; it was thee theevil fpirit c^ Count Ferendez ^le£ted, 
as his fittest instrument; and it is^ thou wbo l^ast birou^ht thy father 
to the j»Tave.'* ^ 

y Great Judge of Mankind I" cried Fernando, in agony, " can 
>this be true f-»0 ! (et me instantly dicS^H^Let rae never nv^reiix the 
day!" 

" What proof do you bring of an aflertion like thi^ ?" akd the 
Suprcma, in L.maecnient«— ** We cannot believe ib .unnatural a 
(rinir, cvcninyou." 

** Have you not a little ivory box/^ iaid Don PadiUa,^ '* whtth 
you took from me on my first entering this place?" 

" It is here replied one ot the. iccretarics ; it contahis foine 
trinLcts." 
- '* It contains alfo a fccret fpringi" faid Padilla— *' J will open it»" 

** Hand it to him,*' faid one of the Inquifitors. 

Don Padillatook the box, and opening its fccret partition, took 
out a fmall billet, which he bandodtotlic Cliicf Jnquiiiior>.\i»to 
read thefc words : 

** Horror (eizesmy blood, and- overcomes my facultiesj at the 
dreadful difoovcry you have made me 1 "Was it then yoU, Tavarro, 
that I received unknowingly ?—- and have 1 been guijty of the most 
horrid of enihei ? Hy, thou monster of deprtivity !-^I give thee 
^armng*— For, if I five to i^e froju the bea I now Jay upon, I 
will purfuethee!— and the guilty offspring of thy guilt,, fliall cry 
for cnrfc3 on thy. head !" 

*' No /more,* no more," cried Fernando, in agony.—." 1 ami 
wretch, and will not livei** 

At thefc words he fnatchcd frc^ the taWc the dagger, which ma 
et red with. the blood of Almiray and would have plunged k into 
lis heart, had not the Marquis of Denia grafped/bina bjc thcaimi 
and powerfully withheld him. . . 

I>t» Vadilla finiled malice at this fcenc ; hia eycfhot witlv tr\' d 
•smph, andhe called on Fernandp^ in a taunting volc^ to strike 1 

llielnquiGtors demanded £lence, and otdercd the thwe friends 
•to be condudted awa^ < when Berenice, who had stood calmly, dm^ 
ing this ferment^ cried with a loud voict^ that bofbre FeruandQ left 
.the hall, fhe had fomething of the* utmost confequtnce to diiclQie« 

The Suprcma waved his tiand that fhe (hould be heard j .arid <:oiJW 
inand<JdhertoadYanettwa^tb«.body.of Almira. 
. ^ B>)Jit i^liulttimcj * Wvii tti^> .^^ MA^^^Skt?^«at as this wooii 



W^vt^mn i^BBfurc to thcldcpravity oFmy m'rtid. Rcwpcnd Fatlicrs/ 
liiis nian, this vPadilla, is notthefetbcr of FcrnaiKk)," 

TTicn looiiug from lier nedc the portrait of Padilla^ the optned 
^c Tprihg, and taking thence ihe ring, ihc raifcd it to the vkw of 
Padilla.-*. . 

" Know yoD this token r» cried fhc*— " Do you not roncmbM' 
Iheoccaiion en \jf\yich it was given I It was I who peribnatcd that 
Cster, whom yc>ur vile inclination attempted to fcduce. It waa I 
who, finding ^ourmmd depraved as my own, accomfMinied youy 
In the habit of a page, to America^ and was the companion of your 
cxccflcs. /Ili^trucj the lady yoor fister believed that you had de- 
ceived her,, and that the little Fernanda was the offspiing of your 
'iriilaitiy, her hu&andliaving been fome time dead/' .! 

Don Padilla, who had attended to her wordi, aiid law the ringj 
Whidi he^ri5f£kly rcinembercd, raifc4 his hand, which yet held the 
fatal dagger, to plunge it into her bofom ; but hcrcre was too quick 
4&r his mbtion, and (he darted from tlie blow* .Padilla wife wild 
^'ith frenzy ; he faw all his machinations recoil upon himfcif) and 
igatnrailmg bis ann, he plunged the weapon into his tiwn bofoto-^ 
falling prostrate upon the d,ead body othie daughter* 

' ■ Antonio and the Marquis of Denia, raifcd hirh "ypj but his life 

^Sebbed fast away ; and, uttering tte most incoliercitt expreftion* of 
iiorror arid Irenxy, he expired. 

. The countw4af>ccs of a!l p^efeht expreffcd their difmay/ and it was 
long before any degrd; Of tranquility was restored ; but two' mutes 
havmg rcmov&l the body, the examination of Brrcnicc went on* 

' *' It is neccHary in this caic,*' faid thttSupr«na^ " that no doubt 
fiiotild remain, that may difcompole the future tranquility of Fer- 
nando. It appears from y% r w<}Td^^, that his reputed fatl^r was 

-dead a longer time before his birth, than the lawvs at nature require* 
lJo» Padilla, you fay, was not his father— who then was f*' 

** 'Vhe Marquis de los Velos," replied Berenice*—-"^' The Father 
t>f Antonio, and tlie uncle of Valedia* It was he who took care 
of him on his mother s dtath; educated hini) and carried his own fc- 
crct to the grave*" 

^* Are we th«n brothers," cried Fernando, grafping the hand of 
Antonio; *• but perhaps you will dildain me tor my bif th*" 

'* Nevcrl" cried Ant< nio. ^ You wi4l not only he my brother, 
fiirt very/foon riiy Irrir ; -^d^^I am certain 1 (hall not live long." 
' *^ Courage^ my f icndi" faid tlic Marquis joi' Denia; " you at c 
yet cxtiemcly young in life, and have yet mu^h pleufure before 
you*" Then tunving toBefenice— I would wi/b to know,'* iaid 
he, '' by what means you became i Iharcr in all thefe iccrcts, which, 
I oVvn, appear a little lomanticf*' - 

" I was,** replied Berenice, " thscon^mon of Fernando*s md- 
ther, and early fell in love with her brother T%varro» The Ladf 
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likbdla was eemrtcd by the Maraud de Iqs Vdok^ bat her father 
obliged her toxnairy apainst her dcure, and the Marquis wasbanifhcd 
the houCc. Her hiift>and dyiQg a fe^ mpnths aUer her marriage, 
the Marquis again renewed his vifits, and the Lady liabelia wag 
privately married to him> beiore the time of customaiy tnoumbg 
eacpired. 

*' 1 was fecret to their intrigue, frequently adnjitting De los Vcf 
k» by a private door. DonPadilla was enamoured of his fistcr; 
Kid ventured to dtfdofe his pdsion to me, with a conGderable bribe 
to admit him to her chambn*. I confcf« that I deceived him, and 
admitted h'un to my own ; and thus a double intriguie was veiled 
under the mystery of night. ^ I bound Padilla over by fuch vo\vs 
of feo-ecy on his no^urnal vlfits, and threatenoi him fo strongijr 
with pi^ic vengeance, if he evet dropped to me tht fmaJlcjit. hint 
during the <ky , that he was not 1 ikcly to difcover ,thc fecret. It 
was a letter, which he wrote in. a £t of pafsiod to his {ister» whidi 
discovered to her'wlmt Ihe believed to be her guilt ; fuppofing that 
he had vifited her in place of the Marquis; audit was her anfwerr 
which you liavc read, that occafioncii his flight. The Marquis dc 
los Vclos would have owned his marriage with .Ladyirabclla* hai 
flic livedo buttlic fancied difcovcry of fo dreadful a crime, overcame 
her at Mice, and flic had Ir arce life remaining to bring Fernando mto 
being, the real date of whof« bii th was held g fecret from the wprid, 
as his mother had been rarely vifible fince the death of her hufband# 
The Ma,rquig de las VaIos retained his own fecret j and Fcmaodd 
in his haufc received an afylum, and when of age an apppointment 
in thcaraiy." ■ , 

" Berenice," faid the Suprema, " Don iPadiUa bci^g now dcad^ 
yoar confcflion cannot aiU<^ hii% an^* weaheaidy know teo many 
of his crimes to dcfire addition to the number. 1 chai^gc you then, 
as you dread our vengeance, to anfwer the jqucftions I ^11 afk. 
You have told us, you have been guilty^ of witchaaft, that you liave 
haralTtd the life of the Mairquis of Denia ; now explain to us the 
circumftancc^" 

" Firft, my Lord," interrupted one of ^hc Inquifitorsi^ ** Let the 
Marquis fay, what objcdls they were he bpheld in tht* chamber atthe 
CaHIb of Montillo, and which ailgnal inddent prevented his b^rc 
declaring.*' .^ 

*^ it was myfclf,** replied Berenice, joking round her with fear- 

*' You !»' cried the Marquis. ** Good Heavens I did you devour 
human flcfh, and prey upon the cait affcs of dead men ?*' 

The Iiiquifitors l<'aned forwai-d with new expe<Slaiion, 

" No," (he icplid.--" Yon beheld me in the midft oi a diabolic 
preparation. I was, at that lime, coinpofing a ix>werful JpcSI^ 
which has fince been exerted on yoqiicif, and undeniiined your 
health and you^ happinds, till it nearly reduced you to the grave. 
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y«m fkw roc hatf n>ikd> and disfiguj-cd .with Wood. The fcody I 
\sras dividing was that of Lopes, which Jacques had tqrn from itsr' 
grave ; and which 1 was prqpariRg; over a Acfw (irc^ roldc of dead 
ihai's bona and ivjr leaves; lour frieiid, Fernando^ dilcovercd «• 
once in my fcarch amongft the graves hcHeath the Ca(He. 

U It was! who cdlldupon you from a. grotto in the garden of 
AranjucB ; it was 1 who contrival means to fright you^ whh a chy- 
mical infcdption in your chamber ; a«d I took no fraall plcafurc ill 
perceiving you^waftc away, under the pawcrof aiy charms. It was 
more from ihe love of mifdiicf and depravity of foul, than any 
particular enmity 1 had againft you, tfiat 1-employcd thofc power* 
ful means, aridbroughtinfcFnaifoiritstpmy aid. 

** I commanded the demons of the air, the \#)iriwind, and the' 
liaft; and hut for your' prote£ting angel, Ihould have levelled all; 
yotff poffcfltons to the ground. You was pitfesnt wh«n I performed 
a grand incantation, and brought Lucifer himfielf before me, I knew 
tl>at the iclKmesof Jacques would not iucGded, though he pitteiidedV 
by human means, to rival my power. My defign Was to have had 
you tranrported, tt>gcther with myfdf, ta the mouth of Mount JEt- 
i$a ; hut your prcfence and payers emtiged th^ fiend and curbed his 
5®wcrs, He 1^ me in ahgcr ; anlfi believing yoU too for gone to re-» 
^ cover and efcape from my hands, I firil attended to relieve Jacquesv 
who, ^Ing wounded and half buridd, would fhortly hav^ exptredp 
Yetur dfcapc, ahd the failure of my fecond incantation^ filkdmy 
mind witli dt(b»j. liiehcld that my fldH was to be overcome by 
the facFfcd fiacic of -a fuperior Bcitig i and i h^n lo think on my 
own fituatioii) cxpofcd as I was to the certain- venjgcance of -an in* 
femal fiends who knowt. «o greater glory than in tlK IcduAion of ' 
;ui h uiiian <a?eBia»e. 

" The c«>mpadt t had engaged 4n would expire intbc revolution . 
pf a few years. I looked back-upon thoTe Which were pad, and dkdl 
wytcff, if I had taKlcd that happinels I had IBattered my fclf, inthc 
poflcflion of luchiinlawfui power, and the grat'rfication of every paf- 
lion. My powers had never produced me good, and my pamons 
bad reduced my frame. I beheld the extent of m^ folly and my 
crimes, but I law no way of dcapc, but by breaking my engage- 
liaents, which I fhuddeicd tado, as the pcnaky drove me to dii^ 
Vaaioa." -■ ■ 

Here Berenice remained Hlent and agiti^ted, till (he was again 
roitfcd1)y the Siiprcnaa, demanding what penalty (he had b^nd her- 
fcUtoabidcby, . . 

** My engagements,*' replied (he, " allowedljiit one xneans of be- 
ing cancelled, and that was terrible to my mind. Sac^^n, inhiscom^ 
\pa€l» bted boun^ himfclf in, certain inlknces tbmy will ; and my 
Ibul became fubjeft to his empire, providod {k did not flScr me to 
die by the hapds of jufticc. ~ ~ 
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*^Mf returning inclination to virtue wats too feeble to combat the 
terrible idea of throwing my felt upon this expedient. I (huddcred 
at the thougnt of a public and a fudden death, and my mind \^as 
involved in a cbaos of cQnfbfed and varying images* * Somietinies I 
fcar«), that were I to break my engagements, aid ^ie by the handt 
of the executioner^ my crimes were too great to be pardbnedy and I 
ihoald only abridge myfclf of the few (hort years whidi yet remsuncd. 
At otlicrs, I thought of becoming a member of a convent, and by 
penitence and prayer, interceding with Heaven for mercy : but how 
could a wretch Jike me cxpedt mercy ? or what prayers could atone 
formvcrimesf 

^ Agitated and haralTed by .thoughts like thefe, and bdusldtng no 
means of relief, Ig^ve way to defpondence, and, in a fit of defpiir, 
plunsed myfcif into the river ; in the determined purpofe of learning 
my uiture fate, and in a faint hope of being 1 oil in eternal obitviov* 
Fernando refcued me from the waves ; and the hoiife of the Mar- 
quis of Denia received inc. It was there, for tlic firfl time, 1 ven^ 
tured to raife my mind towards Heaven, and to fcarch for examples 
ol its goodne& and mercy* EKamplea innumerable crowded upon 
me, and a ray of hope darted through the darknefs of my foul. " I 
will rife," faid I to my&!lf, '^ and go to the houfe of my Fadier, 
if he will but make me one of nis hired fervantsV 

<^ I was interrupted in thefe mentations by the entrance of Haolo,' 
the Marquis's fervaot, who infonncd me that a blade mairJcHred to 
Ipeak with me. The hour of the night, the defci iption of the per- 
ipn,but top well sflre«cL^ TU« wm tiieTorm the roaming fietid Was 
to take, when he fliouid pay me bis^final viiit, and claim me as his 
own* The time of opr engagement had years yet to run ; but 
-what are promifes, what arc compadb with the prince of deceit, and 
the father of lies? No^iboner were ive left^by Raolo, than, touching 
me with his hand, ,1 becaipe«nfiirouded in a veil of invilibility ; and 
be cordudled me in a few nfiomcnts to that fpot on the bank of the 
liver, where I bad the preceding day refolved on fuicide. 
' «« Wci^k,and infignijcant.reptilc," cried he, *< didfl thou think 
^y prayct-s, and penitence, and tears, to invoke indignant Heaven 
to thine aid? Pidll thou not on this fpot meditate murder, and 
that of thyfelf ?-rHow wasjuftice iatisfied by a new adt of outrage? 
an s£t ^hich gave thee more fully to my powdr^ and would ere this 
Jiave plunged thee into the eternal gulph of woe* Prepare thee, for 
thou haf\ antidated by this deed our compad^, aiid from this fpot 
thou never (halt depart with life." 

'* I was not altogcthei- abafhcd by this terriWe fentence*— •! had 
^b^en familiar with horror, and more than once beheld fiends of vari- 
ous and dilguduig forms ;" fiends, in whole features were for ever im* 
preiTcd the marks^f unchecked palsiotMi and theiUi^ of nevbr-Ccaf- 
Ipg contcieiicc. 



H What is it'tBat you lay ?^' &id I, cplmly.- '*>Thi«kyou t» 
deceive roc, while yqu arc only diving youcfclf? Knowfelt tjioa . 
jpot, tliat nOr deftruAion by thy hands, will rclcafc roc irom my 
cngag^entf It vviti be retribution to. focicty in part, if I fell W 
that power which prompted mc to err. Remcnibertd thou not, that 
thy compaA is^nccUed if I die a violent death**' 

^ ' His eyes became red with anger.— ^< How,'* cried be, in a voic^ 
which- fhodk the branches of theforcft, "dare you ftandtorcalbn 
with.me ? •!» who am prince oi the air, can link thee to non-exiftence 
. in a moment I Do I not ride on the wings of the wl^rl wind* and 
ihall 1 .ftand r^aCpAing with thee? Halt tljou not witncfl'ed mj 
powcTj^and beheld me grafp the fubtlc lightning in mv hand! Haft 
tho^ not feen me enveloped in flame and yet live f'^ Yet thou dareft 
to -parley >with mel- Fall down at my feet and adore me, and all the 
pleafures of life flvall be^binc,'' 

** 1 remembered in my own mind,. the powers of a Ripenor name 
in the cavern of my incantatipnS) where the^ Marqiiis cfcapcd my 
wraths— a name whidi men ought to tremble to pronounce — it:o^ 
Jelled my fleeting fpirits, and starting a few paces from his lifted 
arm.— ; - 

^' Boaster!" critd I^ ." thou vauntest of thy pow«Vs, but they ' 
arc thine only ac a permitted instrument of Almighty wrath!* In 
his name, who makcth tlieTwo^kMatainstto. tp«mblc^ and the waters of 
the deep to pant,. 1 conjure thee -to go hence, thou fiend of tferkneis 
ai?d deceit I" 

** No J)oncr had 1 uttered thcfe tteniendous words, than a fearful 
burst of thunder Ihook the fopait ; . the earth fhpddcred beneath my 
feet; the waves of the river were agitated ; aiad the bending trees 
feemcdpai ting by the roots. . 

*• The form of the fiend became changed. . I beheld bcibrc me ati 
JndeoU$ misffiapen ferpcnt, of enormous knath, covered with black 
icales. He fled from my tortured fight,, uttefmg a loUd and conw 
tinned hlfs, which fecmed to pierce tjarough all nature with horror ; 
tny ibjLil melted within me, and I funkvinicnfiblc upon the ground.* 
, " When I recovered, my first refolution.was to deliver myfcif ut> 
to public^ justiccy iu the faint and distant tope of future inercy. I 
kastcncd immediately to. Madrid, and put myfclf into your Ppwer^ 
Holy Fathers, I have now only to request that 1 may fuScrthe 
iudgraent due to m3[ crimes, and which,; hovHver dreadful, I im- 
plore, as the only means of my. Iaf4y hereafter*" 
, Here Berenice ccalcd her dreadful narratives She was pale as the 
coi'pfcof AUuira; nor were the Inquifuois, liardened as they were 
to fccnes of mifery and di^tvels, unaffedicd by this conclufion. A 
general filence reigned for fome time inthis awiul place. Theferics 
of dark evcats which liadbcen revealed, fupplicd fufficlent matter tor 
r^cdtio j» ; and the dead bodies before ihcm^ af&<$^<?d. \W Ssj^ nsJ^v 
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tf)(KC mslnerablepart; and) without epmment> infpired a profotmd 
Icnfe of the difpeniations of Hcavcii> and the iniigniEcance of bo* 
van nature* 

Ai length ^ Suprema arofe, and making \he Ggn of the crof% 

"" The events which have this night taken place, arc the mo!\ fuigu- 
]ar in the annals of this inditution*. Prov.idence has diicovered 
events, which human knowledge never would have brought to ligWe, 
A long chain of circumllances have been wound up to a crifis, and 
the guilty led to receive the award of their crimes. But one circuni- 
{lance remains unexplained, and that relates to Fernando, whoft 
connexion with the wandering fpirit of Count Ferendes fc^mt not 
yet dilTolved*** 

** It is a fmall favor," interniptcd Berei>ice, *' I am permitted to 
perform, in rctribiftion for unnumbered ills* ITiat uoljappy pbau« 
torn wiU ever purfue Fernando, till he fhall be pacifid- He ever 
attends him tnviiibPe, and at this moment fits at the foot of tbe 
corpfcof Ahnira.** 

The laquifitorsand the prifoners fhiiddercd, and turned tlicireyi^ 
towards the fpot ; but they could fee nothing, except the pale b^y 
of the murdered maid. . , 

"Do notamufc us with falfcbood," Caid *th» Suprema.. "If 

what you fay be truth, why ie h« uot vjftble alfo tO US V 

"Your eyes," replied Berenice, " are not like miiiC, cleared 
from the grofs films^t' materiality— it is a qualification which 1 have 
drarly purchafed. If you will, in the name of the church, abfolve 
mc from guilt,* I will command th» unhappy Ipirit to become vifi- 
ble, and fay what are his particular deiires, and how he flial) be 
tranquil izcd in the grave; then fhall Fernando enjoy that uninfei'- 
luptcd rcpoll' he fo Wdl merits." 

" You are ib4»mniandcd," laid the Suprema ; " provided tiiere 
be no profanation of facrcd thiiTgs in- the ceremony.'* 

Berenice bowed, and the Inquifitors prepared thcrofelves to wi^ 
nefs what fiuman eyes have fo rarely fcen, and which is, for the wjfest 
of purpolef?, concealed from general obfervance* What, indeed, 
would be the fituation of mankind, if all the ipirits of the air could 
hold vifiblc communication, and conned thcmfeJves to tangible ibrnis* 
The thr«c friends awaited hi fearful expedition the motions of 
^this extraordinary woman ; who, taking a crucifix which stood upon 
the table, retired a few paces from tbe circle of tlic company, and, 
mutterifvg to herfcif fothe unknown words, remained filent^ gazing 
eaiuc'stly thi'ough the thick gloom which hung round the w^xlls of; 
this fubteri-ancan vault. ^ ,,-... - 

Tlic company were fo ^rofwwliy filent that a fe-cath might have 
been heard ; and, \n a fevi tnotwKv\&^ ^ ^tV ^\i.^w»^ ^^w^ ^^-^ fecn 
to advance, with a fokmwstc^i'5xQRCi^<5^ito»\t?i vswv^^x^sssw^. 
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The Matrqms and FciBando, though prepared, darted up with 

aii invdurttary emotion of tc«Tor, r^t again beholding a fliade To fa- 

• miliar to their eyes ; hut the benumbing, prefcncc of the ipedlre fixed 

them again to their, feats, nor had any of tha company powei* to 

inove. . ■' ^ . ' - ■ '. -^ .. - 

I: advanced to the cqrpfe of Almira, where it remained (lationary • 
Its eyes were without motion, and its livid checks ciiaradleri fed de- 
cay. Its lips were pale aid bloodlcfi, and the fkin upon its liands 
lecmed drawn tight upon^ the bones.; Horror ran through tlic frame 
of all who dared'fixtlieir eyes upoii thisufihappy ipvite ; and Bcrc- 
jiice alone retained any prefence of raind. 

^ _*'/Why,** cried (he, extending the crucifix towards it, "why 
is It that you trouble the peace of the living?" 

No motion was viiiblc on its lips — A hollow voice replied as from 
tts bread: 

*^ From the heir of my destroyer I have received retribution : let 
him bury my boiics, which lay at the entrance of a ruined aquedu^; 
let him offer up mais for my tired foul j, then (hall repofc, and my 
only daughter, be hfs reward.** 

'^Say,*' (sfeid Berenice, "why thou wcrt condemned tO; wander? 
■^fihcc all who die by violence are not thus neccflitated.** 

" Sliall the purpofes of eternity be revealed to mortal man ?" re- 
plied the fpmt. *« Think you, fi^renicc, that I could ever have 
fccen tlic intimate,, the aTTotSatoof Dnn l^diUa, and be innocent f 
—Seek not then to pry into the councils of Heaven/* 

It remained filcnt ; and Berenice demanded of the Suprenia, if 
(iic fiiould aft any more qucftioBS. That judge had no power td 
ipeak J wonder had wrapped op the purpofes of his foul, and fprcad 
unknown feelings throui^h his mind* 

. " Gohettcel" cried Berenice to the Iplrit, waving thc'crofs in 
the air, with a motion^of coinmand.— *' Let the willof Heaven bp 
obeyed!"' ^ 

, The form of the fpirit melted away* Na found was heard at its 
retreat,^ and the lecoyery of the compaijy from a ftatc of fufpendcd 
^niination, befpokc its final departiire* 

The Inquifitors made no remarks before the priloners, aflomfli- 
iTicnt fufiii^ent was imprcfTed upon their featU'es. After a paufe of 
fome minutes the Supremaarofc, faying—*' Marquis of Denia and 
Fernando de Goello, you' are at liberty, and ftiLiU be ' conducted 
hcnce.'^ 

At tins C^nal, the mutes who had entered with Berenice, advaticed 
to Ifead them from the {^all 5 but the Marquis of Denia, bowing, 
rcqucdcd penniision to fpeak. The Vicar General nodded, and lie 
went on. ' 

•^My Lords, what I would fay is in cxticnuatioa of the (xm^ 
2 21 . 
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of Antonio and Valefia, both of thcra pcrfoii« of family anddit 
tindion ; and, however guilty they may appear, that guilt muft 
ccrtaiiiW be diminiihcd when you reflect, nevcrcnd fathers, not oa 
the paflions of youth, thcfe can be no cxcufe for crime ; but tipon 
the iupematiiral events tvhich vou have witnefied, and which were 
fo materiaHy conne£^cd with this unfortunate tranfaftion. 1 ai^ 
well convinced, no punifhmcnt you could infli^ upon Antooid 
could equal what he now fuffcrs, and the death of Almira will never 
quit his memory during life. Valedia is of thatfcx which claims 
compalTion in its weakncfs.** 

" 1 have heard your areuments,** replied theSupretpa. ** Wc 
ever attend to any cirmnUancc that can be favorable to the guilty ;, 
but were vice permitted to adl with impunity under any clrcuin- 
ftanccs, it would be encouragement and precedent for new crimes.* 
'Tis true, Antonio had not cffeftcd his purpofe, Ahnira not being 
taken from tlie gardens, and therefore we Ipare his life; but he muft 
pay a fine* which we fhall appoint; ind Valedia muft perform a 
penance, fucb as (hall be the plealurc of the Lady Abbcfs of the 
Pominieaa nuns* . . 

"The body of Almira fliall be delivered to you, Fernando ^ it 
will be your duty to inter it, and the remains of Gount Fcren^-"' 

The Suprcma then made a motion that they {hould,btf led away ;. 
Aiitonro to bis c^My and the Marquis and P«««Tido to receive their 
clotlies ai^ other articles, Ufuic ilicy cntcrcdagain into the world. 

Berenice remained alone in the hall, with the officers ; to fatisfy 
wliofe curiofity fhc underwent another examination on the naturc 
of fpirits and depai ted fouls : but this examination was conduced 
withfuch protouridfectecy, that the circuml lances never tranJpircd* 
The crimes of this v retched woman were of furh nature, that they 
could not be tovgivcu by man ; and fomc of them having fi^^grsLmly. 
outraged all the laws of focitty,4>f moral elbblifhmenr, and reli- 
gious ordinance; Ihe was-fentcnqcd to illitary confihcnicnt, in one' 
of :b? fcJlsof tbcjnquilition, for a year and a'day ; that Ihe might ^ 
have time to rc-pent, before flic terminated a life of crime, at the^ 
public AutQ da fe* \ . 
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CHAPTER IX. 

And yety alas ! the real ills of life 

Claim the full vlgoitr of a mind prepar*dj 
freparedfor pitieMt} long^ laborious strife, ' * 

Its guide expe/i^iite^ and truth its guard* 

Wejare on earth as. other m^n bavefaredy 
Weretbeyfuccefiful? Let tis not def pair — 

Was difappointment oft their fole regard? 
Tei shall their tale instru8, ij it deciarcy 
Hoiu they have borne the toad ot^rfelves are doonted to hear, 
" ; ' Bbatie^s Minstrel. 

WH^N tlic Marquis and kis friend Fernando qiitttcd the prifoiiy 
the morning tun juft ligan to gild the Ipircs of Madrid, llic frc{h» 
ncfs of the air, and tlie bright ncfs of day, made them f«ncy thcmfcJves; 
arifen from a fcpulchrc, whofe dreary and fearini images flitted 
through their iilinU?, andjfecmcd to add a aetl to their prclcnt cxift- 
cncc.^ _ ' ^ '" . ;: - ■- ■ ■ •: , 

They haflened to find ]Lady Emira and Zidana, whofc arrival 
they had learned in a place wliere tliey had leah expectation of fuch' 
infornmion; and they admired, the. univerfal intelligence tliis 
tremendous tribunal poffclFed* . ' 

They lcarBt,on inquiry, that Almonfor had conduced them to the' 
Marquis's country Jioufc, where all was confufion and alarm. The. 
fuddfen difappearancc of thefc noblemen almoft reduced the ladies to 
dclpair ; and their joy at again meeting, w^as equal to thfcir late grief, 

Th« Marquis and his friend reraairied (hidioufly filcnt upon the 
cy^nts 6! the Inqulfition, waiting tor the liberation of Antonio 
and Valedia, before tiicy Ihould communicate the eventful (lory :. 
wtiich \vould wound the breal^ of Virginia with grief, at themifera- 
ble death of her beloved fiftei-; andamprefs the whole gjotip with a - 
mixture of horror and afldniflimcnt at the Hnguiar fate of Don Pa- 
dilb, who had died as he had lived, in the midll of crimes. 

It Was not many days before Antonio was libera ted,, and joined 
their fociety ; but his lofs, and the manner of that lofs dwelt heavy 
upon bis mind, and unfitted him for company, and the fatisfa£lion 
oi his friends. The image of Aimira conjlamly haunted Ins imagin- 
jition, and his friends feared as^much for his life as for his healtli, 
'The ftrH fubjec\ which made any ihiprcfsion upon him, and aroulcd 
the dormapt faculties of his minB^ fiiz% inteUigence that Valcdia v^q& 
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eondenmed to the veil, for the part flit had takeii,* aiidlRrltkotit tytiich . 
Almira could never have been feduced from her duty. 

He recollcdtcd mt\\ horror, that it wae purely to oblige him (ht 
had £rfl entered herfclf asa boarder ; and tbe iacrHice ihevras.to. 
perform appeared in his eyes equal to death, and determined hinr 
again to-liazard, and even to' die, rather than persiit-tliat fht flieuld 
bcix)me a vidlira to his misfortttnes. v , 

Fernando was impatient to perform the laft rites to ibc decaying 
remains of Count rerendcz ; and the Marquis being un willing 
again to quit the company of Virginia, he d^^rtcd witk^Almobi 
for and the two ladies; carrying with him, in fad proccfllon, tlae 
body of Almira, which was attended by Selima, with all j^ af- 
fection of a fiftcr. 

Fci-nando took poflcfrion of the Caftic of MontiJb 5 he enHai^ci 
the wives of Don Padilla in difflf>*nt apartmentf^, at dicir choice; 
and,, collecting the bones ot Gb^t Fercndez, he c^ebrated liis obfe* 
quics with magnificence. y 

The coffin of Almira wa« placed by the fide of that of the Ckmnt, 
in the yaulis beneath the Caftle of Montillo j and Fernando could 
not avoid fhuddcring, as he caft his eye round that dreary range of 
mildewed chambers, where he had once followed 4:he Ipcclrc of the 
nwn^, whofc afhcs now were laid in fiuicral arrav, ji»* :fer ihe rp* 
pofc iDf whofc foul, ma(^ was chauntedm «*c chapel of tjie Caftle, and 
at the cathedral church of Grenada. A nionk from a neighboring 
convent officiated ; after which dcremony, the chambers of the Ea(t- 
cm wing were opened, and the office of exorcifin performed^ tofa- 
tlsfy the fupcrftitiow of the fcrvanttS who otherwift would not sntcr 
thati^ngeof buildings 

Fernando undifturbed in the happy poflefsion of his diarming, 
bride, did not remain long abfent from his friends : the Marquis, 
whom he fiumd happy in the profpcc\ of Virginia's fpeed/conyalcfc 
.eencej and Antonio, whom he found mifcrablc, in the prc^pedl of 
Valcdia's 'being condemned tOftake the veil. 
' This ceremony, which is ufually celebrated with greBt pomp, was 
to be performed in the church of the &)wVnican mms; nor were aU 
the intcrccffions of Valcdia's friends, able to bend' the detefmiiicf 
will of the provoked abbcfs; Who confifclered, as a point of honor^ 
the eftablilhmeriiof her own power, in fupcrioritv to the iutcrcfts 
aiid interccffious of ibme of the mod noble families in Madrid. -— 
The ufual time was abridged, and two mauths.aftcr tlie death of 
Almira, Valedia was to perform her Unwililng vows. Vows^ 
which the frail ncfs of human nature is icldom enabled to kncp: with- 
-it regret, and whicli tlic moft fuperilitions cnthuiiatm rauft have 
ai Srtl invented. 
AntOiiio, as the tViT\c apovocvcWi. "^t^^t vvt^A^ S\s\x^^ecl : he 
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/ncivds^e least confekhixn. H« determined to witnefs tktragi<^l 
facrtficc himfclf, fincc he found the impofsibility of averting it ; aiid 
voweclv thatta foon as ftie (hould have pronounced her obligations,- 
hc'woutd (hut himfclf up in a monastery, and take the habit of a. 

.monk. . r^ :l 

V Rcafdrt had no'powtr to move his aftcrrtiinations, and his fricnoi 
prepared their minds for feme unforefeen cataYtrop^ic. 
, Th^ day arrived ; and early as the doors of the church were open- 
t^, tl>€ three friends took their stations, agitated by s» thoufarid 
alarms. * 

- The crowd in the church was great, for rumour had been bufy in 
reporting, that a lady, torn from ho* lover, was that day to bid adieu 
,to the world ; and every eye which turned upon Antonio, did not 
befitate to believe that he was the unfortunate man : and a thoiilhnd 
whifpets ran through the building, on the cruelty of wounding fo 
3imis^« a nobleman. - j 

But when Valedia, clad in the fimple habit of the houfe, entered 
With a sttsBic^ Gompofure and diguiiiodair ; wlien her beauty appeared 
iiiiadorncd, and in all the fweetnefs of modesty ; an univcrlal mur- 
mur of difcontcivt broke for^; and had not a strong brafs railing 
fiartcd the populace from the nuns, violence might have been api)rc- 
4iendcdfrom-H»«urindircr€et pity. ^ 

Antonio gazed uportih© (^gmn ceremony with a fixed and calm 
defpalr,which was partly exciteid by the dciermincd compolure of Va^ 
•l«lia ; and his friends hoped that lier appareiit tranquility would re- 
concile him to the ti*anla£tion. 

' Tltcpriefts in glittering attire chaunted their hymns, and tjic 
•nuns icemed ready to embrace a new filler ; when it became the part 
%^f Vakdia, by a verbal concefsion, to adopt a life of penitdicc antt 
prayer. 

She moved calmly forward towards the officiating prieft, who was 
2thc arcbbifh®p of^adrid; and, making an obcifnricc with reverence, 
flic raifed her voiS that it might be ijiftin£lly heard : while Antonio, 
finable to behold this final and irrevecible deal, clofed his eyes, and 
i'Wancd upon tlie the arm of ^he Marquis. 

' "I protest,'* cried Valedia, *' in the name of the evcr-blefscd. ; 
^^nd glorious Virgin, conceived without fin ! that I cannot vblunta- 
Yily accept the vows ; that 1 am unfitting for the holy:cBara<Slcr of a 
nun ; and, that I am couipcllcd thus publicly^tb fpeak, tliat my ao. 
' tions may be publicly judged, and ndtjburicd \\^ithin the filcnt folitary 
Avails of this place i" 

An univerfal cry of astpnilhrnent ran througli tlic church. The 
Lady Abbefs and the nuns wer^ involved in conhifion; and the arch- 
biftiop, ^ho was a man in y^ars, and of irreprqacl^ble charafter, 
"nvas c^iged to pl^ge liis word.to the people, that be would hirnicH 
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auimlne into tBe aSarr, Or their murmurs mlj^t hare pro(}ueed viojr 
plca&nt confequences 

At fo iudden and uncxpedlcd an events Anton4a was:i)o longer 
liiaster of his feelings. He conjured the bKbpp not to prCmoiiOQe a 
final fientencp) till he ihould cahnly have heard from his Qwq.moutb 
the wtiolc chain of events which had led to this fingular incidcoi ; 
and it was witli difficulty the Marquhand Fernando dragged him by 
abfolute force from the church, where, in his. first tranfpOrt, he 
wooldhavc related to the fpcd^tors, the private history of thofe 
events which have been detailed* 

Fernando condudfced Antonio to his own palace; while the Mar- 
quis waited upon the ard]bifhop,*witb whom he made uie of iiK^ 
powerful arguments, that he obtained his favor and friend/h\p : and, 
mfinuating that a conSdcrablc fum fhould be bcftowed upon tlie tbun- 
datton, he hoped to foften the Abbcfs, whole heart was jiot infeft{> 
bletothe acaimulation of wealth upen her iioufc; well knowing 
that wealth is^the foundation of honor. 

The Marquis, on his return, fpoke ferloufly to Antonio ; endea- 
voring to difcover if any poition of love entered into his anxiety for 
the fate of Valedia ; axid was not a little aftonifhed at his reply. 

<* I know,** faid he, " that I have injured my couQn. Her 
goodncfe in attempting fo hazardous an expedient, rouf«^ my admii^ 
ation ; her failure and fuifering for my f»l<e, excited my gratitude ; 
*ind the painful «ncert«mty I l«boftd under, has attached me to hew 
by a stronger tic, Wc have both been unfortunate in our first pai- 
fion. — Fernando was educated with lier at my father's country lioule, 
ihc has confcfficd to me her love for him, but he is married to another. 
Almira is lost to me forever; and I know not another Lady in Ma» 
drid, with whom I wouJid more willingly engage my hand and ray. 
esteem— and perhaps time and habit may produces^ mutual aSc^ion.*' 

The Marquia was pleafed with there prudent refleClions ; wkich 
ibcwed him, that, notwithstanding his grief, Antonio l>ad madefolisi 
obfervations, and he no longer feared for bis understanding or healtli.' 
He employed all the power of his connedlionsat Court; which, with 
the good offices of the arohbifhop, after many delays and many dif* 
ficulties, restored Valedia again to her friends- 

During the period this aflSir had been in agitation, Virginia had 
wholly recovered, and the day was fixed for the marriage of the"^ 
Marquis* A day which Antonio, who was naturally impatient, 
could not permit to pafs, without exerting all his pevfuafion to gain 
Valedia, not o^ly to accompany her new ifricnd to the altar, but 
there to pledge her faith with his. 

'Yhc united arguments of all her friends obliged her to acquiefce; 
and the Marquis of D.ct\\a, who ever confidcrcd tliofc around him 
»s much as himfclf) WiA% \\&l^x^^ kts^ox^e^^^j^^HC^ Vad ^owa 
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%oy in hts rervice, liappy in the promifed bftnd of little Mar* 
ho had been fiidt ibr to attend on VirginU* 
IS happineis at length crowiied ^e virtues and di^fidilties ^ 
ree friends, and tinited them as well in the b^nds of concord^ 
:he ties of relative affedlion. 

js ftall virtue, when purfucd without deviation, triumph 
ICC ; or, if it apparently fails in worldlj; profperity, it wiU 
to^ mind of its poircflbr tliat tranquility and peace^ which 
.cannot give, and which poITefsions cannot bestow. 
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